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A N 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE 
Engliſh Tranſlation, 


Directed in 


A LETTER toSir G. M. Baronet, 
and W. M. Eſquire, 


Members of Parliament. 


MONG the various Productions of 
© the Preſs., none ſcem (in your Clear 
| Judgments) more delightful and 1n- 
Reg ſtruQive, than the Relations of Voy* 
:*ages and Travels; I mean thoſe written by 
Men of Capacity and Sincerity, which lye in a 
_Ifmall Compaſs; for moſt Books are either 
Romances, Novels , or Hypotheſes ; Panegy- 
ricks, Satyrs, or Burleſques (the one too com- 
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: monly taken for Truths, as the others for Zs- 


"roicks) which come forth either to caſe an Hy- 
—pocondriack Spleen; or elle to flatter Ambiti- 
ous Powers, to raiſe Private Fortunes, or favour 
Particular Fationws ; Thoſe venemous Sorts of 
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Verminethat infeſt- Humane Societies, and ſpread 
ſuch Poyſons, as few Antidotes can reach, unleſs 
fetch'd from abroad, which ſometimes raiſe the 
Pujle, and give: the Blood a more generous Tin- 
&ure; the World (like a Machine) being beſt 
underſtood, and manag'd, by taking it to pieces, 
viewing and comparing the {everal parts together; 
from whence juſt Impreſſions may be taken with 
the greateſt and moſt perfect Idea's ;*ſo the Greek 
Maſter Painted his @1yſſes. G7 30 
The Knowledge: of Forreign Countries ſeems 
to be the Nohleſt School for the enlarging and 
cultivating the Mind of Youth, who being gene- 
rally confin'd by Education and Guſtoms at Home 
(which few ever live to Surmount and Conquer ) 
to a narfow Sphere of Thought; -aredor the moſt 
part puff'd up, and choak'd for want of a free Air 
and a large Proſped ; hence it is'that-lomany be- 
come unfit for Publick Buſineſs and /AQtion,or even 
common Converſation, falling into Diſorders up- 
.cn little Contradictions, and farting at every 
Thing that lyes ont of their way. J{mperitum eſt 
Animal Elomo, fi circumſcribatur Natalis Soli ſut 
Fine, lays Seneca. 'Such a One the great Homer 
. drew his Telemachus. WF" o E; 
©, The Globe is compared to « true. Glaſs, in 
which may be ſeen the different Faces of Na- 
ture, with che ſeveral Arts and Myſteries of Go- 
; Veraments. ' Every Climate affords new Scenes, 
wherein a Man may learn, thatthe Harmony of 
the Univerſe conſiſts in a wonderful Variety, 
which (as the Emperor of $:am onte repartee'd 
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The Introdufion. 
upon the Jeſuits) ſeems to have been ſet'out by 


the moſt glorious Creator and Governor of all 


Things for his own immortal Praiſe. Therefore 
*tis.in vainfor.the.Collegium: de propagand4 Fide, 
and the Roman: Catholick Courts; to Iabur: on 
Earth, or expect from Heaven a general Unifor- 
mity in the Religion and Manners of Mankind,no 
more then .jia-other Cuſtoms, Diets, Habits and 


Commodities; :However, their Miſſionaries ought 


not to be diſcouraged in their Underiakings, for 
the Improvementsof Geography ;Natural and Ci- 
vil Hiſtory, Commerce, &c, | bring Honour and . 


Profit (ufficientto Reward their Pains,in caſe-their 
Adventures upon: Religion turn-to. no Account. 


The:fame-Immenſe.. Power always has, and ever 
will be worthipid1ndifferent. Forms, under various 
Figures and Ata's.. It feemsto be a general Error 
amovgſtaug-hat many wiſe Nations adore meer 
Stocks and:Stones; without any reſpeCt to the Sus 
pream Divimity.. .. 

Of all the Kingdoms of- the Earth China is the 
moſt celebrated-:for Politenels. and Civility, for 
| cence, for Arts and Inven- 
tions ; which theRontiſb-Prieſts are (> ſenſible of, 
that they paſs there under the CharaQters of 
Phy ficians, Painters, Merchants, Aſtrologers,Me- 
chanicians,&c.. -and are receiv'd as ſuch in the 
Courts of, Afia, . which are too fine to ſuffer 
openly the propagation '0f a ſtrange Religion ; 
as ſorne of the moſt. pious Miffonraries (over-heat- 
ed with.the Naked Fruth) often find to their 
owti Deſtruction 3 elperinlly when the Brach- 
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mans, the 7alapoims,and the Bonzes begin to grow 
Jealous of their Maſquerades,and taſee thro' their 

- But, -you-may perhaps demand (becauſe:you 
do not ufe to take things upon meerRecommen- 
dations without 'further Enquiry and Examina- 
tion)why the Bookſellers ſhould venture to print 
in-Engliſh theſe -Memoirs of China, ſeeing we 
have already ſo many Relations of thatCountry ? 
To which they givethis Anſwer, wiz.. Thatmoſt 
of our Acconnts of-Chinaare either Fabulous, or 
Copies, and not comparable to this-Original of 


theits : | Beſides, that vaſt Empire is ſo Fertile . 
and wonderful-in all reſpe&s; that it will always 


furniſh freſh Materials for Diſcoveries, let»che 
Travellers be inever ſo ſagacious and - induſtri- 
ous 5 few of whom will be-foundito deſerve ſuch 
a 'Characer, unleſs thoſe lately ſentratithe French 
King's Expence, with a Stock of '\excellent In- 
ſtruments, and with a ſufficient Fund:for making 
uſeful Obſervations z'- amongſt theſe our Author 


was one of the Chief, and therefore the Reader 


may expect more:from him4#han what ws alrea- 

dy- extant in the printed Works:of: his Prede- 
cellors. 4 $M? ite br” | 

Marco Paulo, Nicolo i Conti, Galeottoi Pe- 

——_ . - rera *, Gaſpar de'Cruz;1.Ferd;- 

Bok yh a  nand Mendez Pinto; Gonzalez 

Printed at Venice in 3 dei Mendoza , Anthony de An- 

Vol. fol. - drada, Manuel ide Paria:Sou- 

ſa, Pedro Cubero Sebaſtian, and 

fome others of the More/co Vein, run _ 
, al 


- 4 hs Es * Po 4 * _ 
DAT UN ANON IS 7 ooe* DL IPROL: LY et hc 4 


# 


The Introdution. 


and Spur into Knight Errantry, fo familiar and 
even congenial tothe 7alian, | but much more 
to the Spazriſh and Portugeſe Writers', that a 
thouſand :Don Quixots with all Cervante's Satyr 
will never beable to reform them ; yet a Criti- 
cal Reader may glean many pretty things from 
them. = | "a! 
. FheAccountsof ſome Learned Jeſuits (whoſe 
Order hath ſeen more of Cha then all the reſt 
of theiEwropeans) ſeem tobe more judicious and 
_ authentiek'; efpecially* it+ we: indulge them a 
little in the Story of their Religion. Among 
theſe we ought to mention with refpe& the Inge- 
nious Fathers, Ricci,” Triganls, Semedo, Martini, 
Rhodes, Boym;Grutber, Adam Schall (whoſe Let- 
ters are very"conſiderable) Father Gre/iox, Father 
Rougemont; with many” ether H{:ſtonaries of the 
Church of::Rome, from whom X7rcher 'took all 
his. Matetfials':; and Monſieur ZThevenoet in- that 
part of his Colle4:ons relating to" China , -has 
only  abridg'd- ſome of their Diaries and Jour- 
The Relationithas- Zinſchoten gives of China is 
not equal tothe other parts of 4a, which he him» 
ſelf ſaw; the ſame may be {aid of Mandel/lo. 
+ The«»Datch kmprefiion'of Niguhof, and the 
Parifias*of *Magaillans, are deſervedly moſt ih 
eſteem for their Chineſe Obſervations, as well 
by-their-Exactneſfs and Sinccrity, as the choice 
of” things they: relate ; the one being Secretary 
to a Soletnn"Embaſly from Batavia to Pekin, 
and- thei other Reſident above Thirty Years in 
A 4 many 
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many of the Provinces of China, where he 
made it his buſineſs to corre@ the' Errors, and 
ſupply theDefedts of all the Writers before him , 
but he 'd:d-not\ live to publiſh his own Work, 
which afterwards came forth by Order of Car- 
dioal 4 Eftrees. _ © 

As forour Countryman Ogithy, he only copy'd 
and'compil'd, without'any diicretion, from"Pur- 
chas,” Archer, and Nienbof;" but of all the Copilts, 
the Commentator upom Mag aill/anshas ſhewn the 
beſt Judgment; ſoithat*indeed height paſs for 
an Original Malſter-piece- , having fill'd wp the 
Poſthumous Fragments of- that __ Father 
with: fidelity and; accurateneſs. i . = 
_ Io the Year 1674 Andreas Mullerus Publiſh- 
ed his Hebdom: Objervat. we Rebus S$inici, Colon. 
In it there -is\ 1. an Epitomy ' of*the'Hittory of 
China, both of the-moſt Ancientiand Modern ; 
2. A'Conjcure , that: the Knowledge of God 


- has. been'time our of /Mind*inChzza'; 3. A Liſt 
of rhe Kings, as I guels, out = Mendoza and 


Martini ; 4."A*Repreſentation 


* See Plukenet's | 
Phytograth. Tab, 101. of ts famous"Ebineſ _— 
I P *, s , 


Fig. 7. alſo his 'Al- "Genſeng,* 
Rk they pay chris clbFaight'of 
ver forit ; 5:A-Memorable 

 Conjunetion of "the" Planets; 

cuppoſed to be at che time of ::\Noat's Flood ; 
6 A Spee.men of a: Geo oraphicah@ommenta- 
ty upon Paulus Yenetus eric Hiſtory; 
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their Denomination taken from the Planets, be- 
ing usdamonglt the Chineſe themlelves. 

in 1678. Mr. Webb of Butleigh writ a Ditf- 
courſe to prove the Chineſe Language to be the 
moſt Ancient; and that Primitive one ſpoken be- 
fore the Confuſion of Babel; in which Tract he 
occaſionally : touches upon many Cuſtoms of 
China; ir * 2 | 

Dr. Hook, in 1686; was plead to give his 
Sentiments: upon the Chara- ? 

Qer and Language of China, .s. np 
to which we refer the Reader. , _ 

There are great numbers of. other Writers 
upon China among the Religious fſtorartes, 
but they have rarely followed the Rule of 
Truth in theiruRelations of the-State of Religion 
1n that Kingdom (ſo-difficals- is it for Men to be 
honeſt in their»own Trades and Callings) often 
forging falſs-Miracles, multiplying Converſions, 
and compoſing, fuck! Legends, as they thought 
moſt -agreeable, without: ever promulging. the 
truce Goſpel, or propagating the Catholick Faith ; 
which hath been» very "ingeauouſly own'd by a 
famous -Bilbop'of - Malaga, by Monfieur Arnaud, 
and many- other worthy Clergy-mens of the 
Church iof Rowe, who confeſs that ſome Orders 
of. their-Communion have prepar'd and preach'd 
ſeveral Syſtems of Chriſtianity according; to the 
they-travell'd ;fo in China the: ſubtle 


Feſuites have adapted their Model to the Philo- 


 lophy of Confucius, 'Heldom or never: Teaching 
he. tCrucitfixion and Godhead of Chriſt, and fre- 
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quently allowing the Worſhip of Pageds. Some 


of thoſe Politick Apoſtles traffick wholly in Chz- 
eſe Merchandize, others turn Maxdarins, and 
* $e the 2%: | become Miniſters-of * State, 
Feſuitios, printed at Whereby they get Riches, In- 
Coir 1s Bil AÞ tereſt and\ Power, not only 
rique des Peres Feſu. £0 drive away the reſt of the 
ztes in 8 Vol. 89. par- *Religzous Orders, butall Chri- 
CCR, nn ; Fog ſtian Strangers whatſoever, 
: that are not in»the 'Secrets of 
their Empire. | 
*Tis computed - that fince the Year 1580, a- 
bout 630 Jeſuits, and 200 i Prieſts of other Or- 


ders, have been ſent out of ſeveral Parts of 


Chriſtendom to Chiza ; halt of which never lan- 
ded in that Kingdom, and but very tew of them 


- ever return'd, being taken off either by Diſcaſes, 


or intercepted by: the Dutch inthe Straits of 
Sandy, and Malaca;z\ or elſe executed/by the Ci- 
vil Powers for difturbing«che Publick Peace ; 
however, 1 cannot but admire the indefatigable 


Induſtry and Policy of the Church of: Rome vin 
the Schemes and Projeds, ſhe tays, for — 


the whole World under:ther- Domzmon'; whict 
may 'be a Leſſon to the reft of Chriftendom 'to 
be more unanimous and crafty, 4: they 1ntend to 
ſtand their ground againſt ſuch a Church Mili» 
tant,  as' commands all the Catholick: Legions, 
and obferves:a Diſcipline fit for Conqueſt. - + 
But *tis high time to- come'nearersthe Letters 
here-publrſh'd, the : Author whereof was well 
prepar'd, and very willing to make Obſervat- 
q Ons, 
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ons, Natural, Mechanical, Aſtronomical, and 
Civil, notwithſtanding the Duty of his Religi- 
ous Employment: 'Heis-pleas'd to begin his Jour- 
ney where:Father 7achart, and Mounfieur Loubere 
(whoſe Voyages from Bref# to Siam have been 
already Tranſlated into Engliſh) leit off theirs, 
and fo carries on the Itinerary to Pekin by way 
of Letters, rather than Diary. 

'Tis well known the French Court hath been 
very-curiousof late (fas ef? & ab Hoſte docert) 
to improve Aſtronomy, Geography, Natural Ht- 
ſtory,” Commerce, and indeed all fuch Arts and 
Sciences (to the ſhame of ſome of their Neigh- 
bours) as prove more ſerviceable to Humane 
Life,-and Empire, than all the Scholaſtick Cob- 
webs, Logical Quibbles, Metaphyſical Phan- 
tomes,or Poctick Chimes. Yox © praterea Nihzil. 

Upon the firſt Foundation! of this mighty 
French Monarchy, *rwas' thought neceſlary to 
ſet up, and encourage divers ſorts of Domeſtick 
ManufaQtures, and to diſcourage all Foreign ; 
to. open Publick Schooks for Navigation, Forti- 
fication, and theother Parts of Mathematicks, to 


found and- endow ſeveral Academies; and of-late 


to eſtabliſh Miffions for the remote Quarters of 
the World : out of all theſe, many able Perſons 


have been diſpatch'd away under Royal Penſions 


to.the moſt di{tent Places of the World, there 
to obſerve:the Heavens, Air, Water, andEarth; 
comparing/their ſeveral Remarks in the Acade- 


my, and Ohſervatory at Paris; of which we 


have 
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have already many admirable Colle&ions extant 


* Obſervations Phy- 
Siqnes o& Mathema- 
Fiques envoyees de Si- 
am. Avec les Refle- 
xions de Meſſieurs de 
F Academie, {5 Notes 
& Pere Goliye, Paris 
1688. 7n 80. 

Obſervations pour ſer- 
vir a F Hiſtoire Natu- 


relle, (5 a la perfeli- 


an de P Aſtronomie, (5 
de la Geographie.. En- 
woytes des Tndes of de 
Hz Chine. . Avec les 

' RefleFions, 8c. Paris 
2692. in 4%. 


in all * Volumes (ſome of 
great uſe to adjuſt the Longi- 
tude) from the Cape of Good 
Hope, the Coaſts of Malabar, 
Cormandel, Siam, Borneo, Ma: 
laca, Pegu, Manillt, Macas, 


Canton, Nimpo, Nankis; Can« 


chen, Feuken, and Pekin ; Be- 


ſides from the Iſles of Cayenne, 


Panama, and more are expe- 
Qed from California, and the 
South Seas. 


Recuetl d Obſervations faites en Plafcurs Voyages par Ordre de ſa 


| Mojeſte, 8c. 1693. in Fol, 


"The Perſons generally be are”skilful in the 
Mathemarticks, in the Art of Deſigning, in Na- 
tural Phitbophy, and-are always well provided 


at the Xirg's Charge with Materials fit' for ſuch 


fort of Obſervations ; ' as Compaſles, ns, 
Loadſtones,” Dials, Teleſcopes, Microſcopes, Le 
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vels,  Sextants, 'Quadrants, Pendulums, ' Bato- 


meters, Thermoſcopes, 'Hygrometers,« Burning 


Glaſſes, Pencils, Ano Iaſtruments; 'Tools 
for Drawing, Surveying, Collecting, Profer- 
ving, Oc... 

'The Prieſthood it ſelf hath not thought it ” 
tow the Dignity of their Sacred FunCtian to ac- 
cept ſometimes of theſe Employments ; 'atid 
therefore *tis that we.have of late fo many excel- 


lent Pieces 1 in this kind from Men of Holy Fo 
rs 
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_ ders, who have apply'd themſelves to ſuch ſort of 
Studies, as will render them. renown'd in the 
Regiſters of Arts and Sciences, as well as in thoſe 
of Martyrs and Confteſlors. | 

Father Thomas has been pleas'd. to promiſe his 
own Obſervations, and other Memoirs upon the 
undeſcribed Countries of. Corea, and that part of 
Zartary. lying between the Chineſe Wall, and 
Muſcovy ; through which Caravazxs are ſaid to paſs 
yearly between Meſco and Pekin, in the ſpace of 
four Months ; for the Longitude of the Cities iq 
China are found by many Aſtronomical Obſerva- 
tions, made there, and compar'd with thoſe at 
the Pariſian Obſervatory, not to be fo far Eaſt» 
ward by many Degrees, as commonly placed in 
cur Globes and Charts. | 

Father YerbiefF, Father Grimalds, Father 
Couplet, Pereira, Richaud, Fontanay, Father 
Beze, Noel; Bouchet, Gerbillon, and ſome other 
Fathers Mzſfonaries, have Treaſures of Obſerva- 
tions and Draughts made by themſelves and 
their Fellow Travellers in the Oriental Regions; 
The Prieſts employ'd of late Years in the Miſſi- 
ons, being of a higher -Rate in Knowledge than 
formerly. _ FG 
Father Gerbi/on, and Father Pereira were both 
employ'd' by the preſent Emperor of China, 1n 
the-Year 1688. to treat of Peace with the Am- 
baſſadors..of 'the Czar of Muſcovy at Siringa, 
diſtant about - 1200 Miles from Pekin to the 
North Weſt of it. They ſutfer'd very much in 
the Deſerts of Xamo, and could not paſs through 


Tartary 
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The ImroduGion. 


Tartary by Reaſon of the Wars between Two 
great Kans, Erath and Halla. 

* The Year following they 

* See the Letter of accompanied the Chineſe Ams- 


Gt Bs xp baſſadors to Nipchen, diſtant a- 


Obſerv. Phyſ. && Ma- bout goo Miles to the North 


themat. Pp. .71, 72+ * of Pekin, Both theſe Two 


Compare alſo M.W:t- 
ſen's Map of Tartary. 


Cities of Siringa, and Nipches 
belong to the Muſcovites, who 
were in War with the Chineſe, about the City of 
Facca. 

The Performances of Mounfreur Richer, M. 
FVarin, Des Hayes, and De Glos, in the African 


and American Plantations, deſerve our Notice ; 


where Mounfieur Sarian (Phyfician at Marſeilles) 


and Friar Plamzere have'deſign'd and deſcrib'd 
very elegantly the Vegetables and Animals ; 
Neither is that noble Preſent to be paſs'd by 
which our Author made the Royal Academy, 


- of the Piftures'of Chineſe Plants from the Lite, 


together with a large new Map ; which I ſup- 
pole to belong to Dr. Claudius, mention'd by 
Father 7achart in his firſt Voyage to Siam. 
Beſides all theſe we may expect ſeveral curi- 
ous and uſeful Remarks from the South Seas, of 
Father Moralez, Father Yan-Hamme , Father 
Rugzi, and others; who are now. ſettled upon 
the Ladroxes, and the Ilzs of Solomon, , with a 
Stock of neceliary Inftruments and. other Ma- 
terials, requiſite in the making of Obſeryati- 


ons. An Account of Borxeo is allo promis'd by 


a Portugueſe Miſſun, 
No 
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The IntroduGion. 


No leſs commendable is the late Undertaking 
in France for the drawing a moſt exact Charc 
of that Kingdom, from the Aſtronomical Ob- 
ſervations of Signior Caſſini, Mounfieur de la Hire, 
Picard, and others, made in the Ports and in- 
land Parts; whereby it appears that the Limits 
of that Country have been extended much too 
far towards the Weſt, South, and North. 

By theſe Ways and Means Lewzs the XIV. 
will deſerve. to be honour'd, and even Conſe- 
crated in future Ages ; ſuch Colours will give 
him Life and Beauty to all Poſterity, and per- 


' haps may ſhade the Deformities, which the Poet 


paints in Cl/otar's Court. We in Exgland ought 
not to deſpair but that Herozc&# Arthur, who 
juſtly vies with the Graud Monarch in the Fame 
of War, will: alſo contend with him for the 
Glory and Empire of Learning, and diſpute 
every Art and Science, as the Ground in Flax- 
ders; which peradventure will equal, if not 


ſurpaſs, the Praiſe of Arms. Then let the 


Britiſh Homer ſing his Apotheofis with the ſame 
Charms, as in the Prince, and X7ng. 

I am ſure there is a vaſt Wit and Genus in 
our Miniſtry, capable of the greateſt Enterprize, 
Nil deſperandum and tho' at preſent a 
fatal Stop is put to the Growth and Propagati- 


.0n not only of Letters, but Manufattures a- 


mongſt us, and the Treaſure of Chriſtendom 
fows daily to the Banians and Gentces ; yet a 
ireſh Circulation and a new Lite is in Nature, 


if 


if we have but S 
right Channel. © + - | 
But *tis time to clofe up” this tedious Preface, 1 
which T thought neceſſary to ſpin out in the 
fame Method. that T formerly obſery'd in"my 
Tntroduttion to the Voyages of Sir John Narbo- 
rough, Captain Wood, Taſmaa, and Marten; {| 
Not out of any Vaaity or Inclination for Scri» | 
bling, or of being ſiyF'd an Author ; nor out 
of Expe&tation! of Applauſe or Reward (my | 
Station in the World being below Envy, and ' 
juſt above Contempt) but purely out of good 
Will 'and Complaiſance to the Book(ellers (to 
whom I wiſh a proſperous Sale) and that I 
might own my-felf to be one of your Admis 
rers, | 7 is 


iN | And Gentlemen, 


Tour moſt bumble Servant. 


The Author's Preface. 


Know not of the t2yoe which to blame 1o#, him 

that publiſhes haſty indigefted Relations of bis Tra- 

wels, or the Reader that runs 'em over ſlightly c::d 

heedleſly. The Buſineſs of writing Voyarcs © wot 
altogether ſo light a Task as mo#t are apt to Funcy ; it 
requires not only Wit and Judgment, to manage it ſu- 
ceſsfplly, but likewiſe Sincerity, Exa&neſs, and a ſin» 
ple inſinuating Stile: and Learning beſides, for as a 
Painter, to be a Maſter in hs Art, ought to knw the 
Propriety and Force of all ſorts of Colours, ſo whoever un- 
dertakes a Deſcription of the People, Arts and Sciences, 
and Religions of the New IV/orid , mutt have a large 
Srock of Knowledge, and in a manner, an Univerſal 
Genius. That's not all neither, he muſt have been an Eye* 
witneſs of mot of the Attions and Things he reports, he 
mui be skill d in the Cuſtems and Language of the Inha- 
bitants, he mu#t have correſponded with thoſe of the be$F 
Faſhion among them, and been frequently in Converſation 
with their principal Officers:In a Wordyto enable him to. {peak 
with certainty and aſſurance of the Riches, Beauty, and 
Strength of anEmpire,he muſt have taken an affual Survey 
of the Multitude of its Subjects, the Number and Situ- 
ation of the Cities, © the Extent of its Provinces, 
and all the remarkable Rarities in the Country, 1 
confeſs indeed this i ſomething mere laborious and 
expenſive than to frequent. the Company of the Vir- 
tuoſi at Home, or ſupinely tumble over the Hiſtory 
_ of the World by the. Fire fide, and yet «fter ſo much Fa» 
tigue, Travellers of all Men are the leaſt efteemed upon 
the ſcore of their Writings. 

There's a ſet of idle People that amnſe themſelves with 
what paſſes daily before their Eyes, and are little affed- 
ed with News from remote Parts of the Glohe, Tis 
grown a Maxim with ethers to reject all Foreign Stories 
for Fables ; theſe value —y upon their R— 

. an 


The Author's Preface. 

and arg ſuch fri Friends to Truth, that they never ac- 
knowledge any. Another ſort again, throw away a Book 
of this Kind for a Miracle, or ſome extraordinary Acci- 
aent, any thing out of the way (beyond their common Pre- 
fudice;) that they find in it,as tho* Nature having exhauſt 
ed all her Treaſares upon our Portion of Earth,could produce 


nothing uncommon elſewhere, or as tho? God's Power were 


more limited in the rew Eaſtern Churches than among us. 
And ſome there are that run direly counter to theſe, 
who enquire after nothing but Wonders, ſatisfied only with 
what raiſes their Admiration, they think all that's Natu- 
ral flat and inſipid, and if they are not rouz'd up with 
aft oniſhing Adventures, and continual Prodigies, drop 
afleep over the befF penn'd Relation ; now to bumour ſuch 
Creatures, one had need to caft the World into @ new Fi- 
gure, and give Mankind other Shapes. 'Tu certain, ſa 
many different Taſtes are not all to be pleas'd ; hence Tra- 
wellers when they come home are as hard put to it to gain a 
patient bearing from their own Country-men, as they were 
at fir Ft going abroad to make themſelves be underſtood by 
Strangers. But indeed they are wot always worth hearing , 
the Emptineſs or Irregularity of their Relations, or elſe the 
Vein of Paſſion and Prejudice running through the whole, 
ibat turns a Hiſtory into Slander ; but above all, the Bold- 
weſs wherewith they ſham the mo ridiculous Tales upon us 
for eredible Truths, juſtly diſtaſte Aden of Sence , and ren- 
der ſuſpefed the more prudent and fincere Authors, Tho' 
ordinarily it falls out that thoſe Travellers who impoſe upon 
other People, were firft deceived themſelves ; bow many 
ere there, who do but juft touch at a ſtrange Country, and 
$r2agine to be immediately inform'd of all that belongs ta 
?t, they ſtep aſhore, and ſcoure about like famiſh'd Men, 
greedily catching at all that comes in their way,and Jo cram 
their Zournals with idle popular Chat : upon this Occaſion @ 
Spaniard ſaid pleaſantly of a certain Author, thas inffead 
of intituling bis Book, A Relation of all the canſide- 
_ FableRarities in the New World, he ſhould rather bavs 


called - 
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The Author's Preface. 
called it, An Account of what the Rabble of both I»- 
dies,the Moors,Cafres, and Slaves faithfully reported to 
me, in thoſe Conferences which I duly held with 
them. Others, perhaps, are more reſeru'd, and then tw 
Ten to One they are naturally bent to magnifie every thing ; 
and really when a Man has rambled Five or Six Thon- 
ſand Leagues, out of pure Curisſity, *twould fret him aftex 
all to meet with nothing but what be bas ſeen Fifty Time 

over in Europe, then without a ſpecial Caution one '# 

apt to ſet too mighty a Charafer and Eſteem upon the 
Climate, the Cuſtoms and the Wit of the People, and what 
at the Bottom u mo#} Barbarous becomes mo#t raviſhing , 
mow in writing to others what we admire before hand our 
ſelves, the Idea's are heightned in the Deſcription,and in the 
end grow monſtrous, and all thu to tickle the Reader for« 
be or our own Vanity, with being Firff in a Relation. 
I have known ſome wery ſcrupulous thu way in appearance, 
but in effe&t no leſs wide of the Mark than their Neighbours, 
who ftedfaſtly believe themſelves boneFt in their Aſſertions, 


but mot unluckily make an ill Choice of Terms and Modes 


of Expreſſion : To ſpeak intelligibly, we read every Day one 
or other that tells us of certain Kingdoms in the Indics, 
much afier the rate that we talk of thoſe in Europe, The 
Metropolitan Cities,the Counties, the Government of Fron ti:r 
Places,the Palace,theMiniſters of State, the Generals of Ar- 
mies, and a Hundred other Terms of that S:amp,preſently we 
think our ſelves at another Paris, V erſaillzs,or in our formi- 
dable Armies ; and when all comes to all, this ſame Louvre 
of a Palace is neither better nor worſe than a rambling, il 
contriv'd, wooden Building ; the Courticrs a Crew of ſorry 
Wretches half naked ; the Vice-Roys,it may behave Fifteen 


or Twenty pettyVillages under theirGovernment {ſcattered up 


and down inthe Woods,and fo of the reſt. Undoubtedly theſe 
Terms that repreſent ſuch grand Idea's to us, are very impro- 
perly uſed to ſignifie ſuch Priſon Kirgdems, that have al- 
woft nathing common with our;,but the Name,'tis myOpimion 
we oug bt to manage them —_— and kilfully, lelF we hy 
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The Author's Preface. 
lie in telling the Truth.But whenthe Country we treat of »."s in good 
earneſt ſomething noble and ſingular zn it, we are ſtill apter to miſ* 
carry,then we are not content barely to draw Eſteem from our Rea- 
ders we covet their Admiration too 3 in ths Caſe a Man muſt ſtand 
upon by Guard againft hy own Evidence, and deal with it juſt as 
thoſe modeFt Perſons who in their Fudgment retrench half theMerit 
their own Imagination ſuggeſts to 'em, leſt they ſhould over-value 
themſe'ves. Upon the whole,we ought not to be ſo viclently prepoſſeſs d 
againſt Relations of Voyages,as-to put good and bad under the ſame 
Condemnation ; for as on one hand it ters indiſcreet to take up 
mth all that come out without Choice, Examination or Diſtunit;on z 
fo on. the other hand, 'tis as fooliſh an Afﬀeftation to rejet indif- 
ferently the Accounts of Travelers whoſe Diſintereſt,Condition, and 
Capacity recommend their Credit. For my part, notwithſtanding I 
have conſtantly cheriſh'd a fteddy Aﬀe&ion for Truth, I durſt nos 
venture to put together an entire Story of all that came to my knotv« 
ledge during a long abode in the Empire of China,apprehending 
left the want of other Qualsfications, neceſſary in ſuch a Work , 
frronld hardiy be atton'd for by that ſingle Vertue ; nevertheleſs, mot 
knowing well how to contain my ſelf altogether at my return from 
fo far a Country,and being leſs able to forbear publiſhing the Pro- 
greſs of Religion in theEaſ?.1 confeſs T have been extreamly delight= 
ed in communicating my ſelf on that Subje to ſeveral Perſons of 

Quality well aſfeBted to our Holy Faith,and being under an Obligati- 
on to render an Account of myVoyage to ſome,or in Obedience to the 
expreſs Commands of others ; or laſtly to make a Return for the Ci- 
 ©:lity and good Offices done me 7 the reſt,T wrote the following Let- 
ters (being an 4bridgment of thoſe particular Converſations they 


» . 
. 


have hmmoured me with)which comprehend in great part the preſent 


State of China,and I conceived in publiſhing this ColleFion,not as 
a regular univerſal Account of that vaſt Empire,but as Memoirs 
" and Heads for a general Hiſtory, they might not be unſerviceable 
to thoſe who mioht one time or other take up ſuch a Deſign ; mean 
time I may well fear that the ſame things which ſeem'd tolerable 
in D:ſcourſe,tvill not paſs ſo currantly upon anearer view ; Faults 
are ever eaſieſt diſcovered in writing, and that loſe Irregularity 


mhich makes up the Pleaſure of Converſation,will hardly be forgiven - 


here : But to conclude,a Man that has endeavour'd Ten Tears toge- 
ther to forget hs Mother Tongue,and to load his Memory with a AM 
rous Words and uncouth Ideas, tuhatever he may have loſt another 
way, ougbt tobe allowed the priviledge of writing ill, after we have 
cue theLine four or five times,methinks our S$tile ſhould not be can- 
v:/t by the Criticks,and for ought I know Politeneſs in a Miſſionary 
would be leſs edifying than Negl:icence, THE 
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A Letter to my Lord Pontchartrain, Se- 
cretary of State to bis moſt Chri- 


ftian Majeſiy. 


The Voyage from Siam to Pekin. 


My Lord, | 
| H ©' Travellers at 'theic Return are very 
fond of telling their Story, and I am pretty 
well aſlured chat a Relation from China, 
_ "can't fail of being at once both uſeful and 
entertaining: yet could I never oncs entertain the 
Thoughts of writing a formal Account of my Voy- 
age thither. That Subje& indeed is worn fo thread- 
bare, that People have little . Curiofity after 
New Relations; and indeed the World is ſufficient- 
ly taken up with the Buſineſs ofthe Times : The Wars, 
Negotiations, and Deſigns now carrying on in E#- 
| rope, take'em off from enquiring into the Aﬀairs of 
' Remote Countrics, | 
B 3 


2 The Voyage from Siam to Pekin) 
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But you, My. Lord, ( whoſe Underſtanding is as 
extenſive as your Zeal, and who no lefs rejoyce at 
Vicories obtain'd by Chriſt's Doctrine over Idolatry, 
than at thoſe by our Arms) will, I dare hope, give 
us his Miniſters a patient Hearing. I have already 
had the Honour to be-heard by you on this Subje&t 
at Iparg Hours, andI may ſay, that next to thoſe Di- 
vine & «los which ſupport us in all our Labours, no- 
thing could more eticourage our Induſtry, than that 
Goodneſs with which you are pleaſed to counte- 
nance it. 

The Proje& of ſending Miſſionaries skill'd in the 
Mathematicks, into the utmoſt Parts of the World, 
was thought ſo glorious to his Majeſty's Reign, and 
fo advantageous to Religion, that his Miniſters have 
ever uſed their beſt Endeavours to further it. 

Monfieur Colbert not only obtain'd his Majeſty's 
Approbation, but alſo his Orders for the preparing 
neceſlary Inſtruments, for a conſiderable Number 
of Mathematicians, bound for China, ſome thro' 
Mauſcovy and Tartary, others thro' Syria and Perſia, 
and the reſt on board the Veſlels belonging to the 
Eaft-India Company. | 
His Death put ſome ſtop to this great Deſign, but 


"the Marquis de Lowvois no ſooner ſucceeded him in 


the Super-inrendency of Arts and Sciences, but he 
did by Order from his Majzſty command our Stpe- 
riors to look out Men, whoſe Zeal and, Capacity 
render'd them able for ſuch an Undertaking 5 and 
for them he procured all forts of Inftraments, and 
furniſhed them with Money, Letters of Commenda- 
cion, and in ſhort, all that might contribute to the 
Succels of the Enterpriſe. 

Monfieur De Sejgnclay judging that theſe new 
Miffions needed che ſupport of the Admiralty, deſi- 
red they might be intruſted to his Care ; but tho' 
Monſieur De Loxvois gave up to him the Manage- 

| mene 
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the greater Tartary to the Eaſtern Ocean. 


Thus, my Lord, has Providence led three great 


The Voyage fromSiamitoPinkin. 2 
ment of them ; yet he did not wholly abandon them, 


' but largely and bountifully contributed to the ſhort- 
ning their Journey, thro' Poland, Ruſſia, Siberia, and 


Men to forward fo Noble a Work, the perfe&ting of 


which it has lefe co you. The ſeveral Reafons which 


inducedthem to it will, no doubr,be as prevalent with 
you, who are no lefs deſirous of the Honour of Reli- 


gion, the glory of our King, and the Advantage of his 
Subjects, and no lefs careful in your Employments, 
with reſpet both to Arts and Sciences, and Trads 
and Navigation. 

Your Prote&ion has, hitherto been ſo Benevolent to 
thoſe zealous Miflionaries, that they cannot doubt of a 
happy Succels. 

But beſides this Acknowledgment, they are bound 
to give you an exact Account of their Actions, their 
Travels, and the Uſe they have made of his Maje- 
ſties Bounty. Theſe Memoirs, my Lord, I ofter to 
you on their behalf. | 

The King, about Ten Years ſince, commanded 
Six of his Subjects, Jeſuits, for China, with the Cha- 
racer of his Majeſty's Mathematicians, that by teach- 
ing theſe Sciences, they might take opportunity ta 
promote the Goſpel. I was one of them, and ſet Sail 
with the reſt in the beginning of the Year 1685. in 


'?. the ſame Ship, on Board which was Monſieur Chau- 


ont,” ſent by his Majeſty on an Extraordinary Em- 


baſlly to the Court of Siam. | 1 
Our Voyage thither was very Fort ,. but the 


Seaſon forbad our going farther, and we were detain- 


ed there near a Twelve-month, till the time of year 
proper for our Deſign. | 
The King of Siam, a Pretender to Aſtrology, de- 


ons He admired above all our exacnels in foretel- 


B 4 ling 


* 


+ | fired to be a ſharer in our Aſtronomical Obſervati- - 
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tain thouzhts of keeping us at his Court. But ha- 
ving inftormed him what our Orders were, he con- 
ſentedthat Four of us ſhould depart for China, provi- 
dei: Father Tachard ſhould return to Fravce, to requeſt 


the King for more Mathematicians , and that I the 


whilſt ſhould remain with him. 

Accordingly he went for Europe, and I continued 
at Siam, while the Fathers Fontaney Gerbilloy, De Viſ- 
delom, and Bouvet took Ship for Macao, a ſmall Ci- 
ty, ſituate on the Point of an Ifland on the 
_— of China, where the Portugueze have a For- 
treſs. \ 
Father Tachard arrived fafe at Paris, with the S:a- 
»:ite Ambaſſadors : But thoſe who ſailed for China, 
. were in a few days after their departure, ſurpriſed by 
a Tempeſt which put a ſtop to their Voyage; they 
were in a ſtout Veſiel of Monſieur Confance's, but it 
ſuffered fo much inthe Storm, thatin a little time it 
began to be Leaky. 4 | 

The Shipwreck being inevitable, it was thought 


\ 


better to ſtrand on the Shoar with ſome hopes of Lite, ' 


then by Loofing up againſt the Wind to keep the Sea, 
and founderiin a deſperate Condition. So before 
Night they reached an unknown Land. 'The Ship 
often run upon Shoals, but did not ſplit, and with 
much ado they got to the Leeward of an Ifland near 
Cafſomet, a Province of the Kingdom of Siam, border- 
ing upon that of Cambeja. : | 

The-Caffin then deſpaired of proceeding in his 
Voyage, g fallen under a Wind, which accord- 
ing to the Seafon was like to keep the ſame Corner 
for fevera] Months, and hindred him from doubling 
the Cape of, Camboja, eſpecially ſince the Ship was 
very much diſabled. 


The 


ling an Eclipſe of che Moon, which made him enter- 
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The Miffionaries more concerned at this loſs of 
time, than at the danger they had eſcaped, reſolved 
upon returning to. Siam by Land, deſigning there to 
go on Board an Engliſh Veſſel bound for Canron,which 
wasto Sail about the beginning of Azgu#f. They en- 
tered the Woods, in hopes to meet with a Town and 
ſome Guides that might conduct them ; but they ſoon 
loſt their way, and encountered no leſs Perils at Larid 
then they had before met with at Sea. The greatRains 
had cauſed a Land-flood, ſo that walking barefoot 
through theFields which were overflowed,an innume- 
rable;quantity of Leeches,andMusketoes ſo troubleſome 
to Strangers, were their continual Torment. On the 
other hand great number of Serpents, Tigers, Buffles 
and Elephants, of which the Foreſts are fall, kept 
them in continual Apprehenſion: 

But their greateſt Miſery was want of Food ; for 
the little Victuals they had brought out with them be- 
ing ſoon ſpent, they had been ſtarved, had not Provi- 
dence direed them co a ſmall Village. Not that the 
Inhabitants could afford them much help,being them- 
ſelves unprovided of all things ; but they conducted 
them back again to their Ship, where they arrived 
after a Fortnights wandring, half dead with Wearineſs * 
and Hunger. | 

As for me, I was almoſt in as illa Caſe; I had got 
Monſieur Conſtance to place me in a Convent of Tala- 
poins (fo are their Prieſts called) of whom not one had 
yet been prevailed with to acknowledge ChriF, tho' 
their Converſion might be an effectual Means to bring 
about that of the whole Nation. I knew nothing 
more likely to do it, than free Converſation with 
them, and conforming my ſelf to their Dreſſes, and 
to that auſterity of Life which they exerciſe. This 
Method proved effe&tual at Madura; which made me 


conclude, that I had reaſon to hope for the like Suc- 


Cels at Siam, But the Conſpiracy of the Mzalais and 
| Macaf- 
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Macsſſars, which happened at that time, gave Mon- 


fieur Conſtance ſo much trouble, that he had not the lei- 


fare to think of me. The King who countenanced 
the Chriſtian Faith, and his Miniſter who was its 
chief ſuppore, with all thoſe who profeſſed it, were 
. Indangerof being murthered in one Night, had not 
our Redeemer ſaved us from that Peril ; but the Plot 
was diſcovered, andthe Criminals brought to a con- 
dign Puniſhment. 

This Accident was the Cauſe that the Fathers came 
| back by Sea to Siam, before I was very far engaged 
in the new LifeI deſigned to lead 5 and at their ear- 
neſt ſolicitation I yielded to embark wich them, when 
the Seaſon ſhould permit,which I did the more willing- 

ly, becauſe it was about the time that Father Tachard 
' was to return with a Recruit of Miflionaries and Ma- 
thematicians. ws By | | 

On the x7th of Jane, in the Year 1687. we failed 


for Nzmpo, a conſiderable City and Haven in Che&;- . 


am, a Province of China ; for we thought it not fit 
to go to Macao, as was deſigned the Year before, ha- 
ving been informed, that we ſhould be no welcome 
| Gueſts to the Porrugweze. | 
I ſcarce believe, 24 Lord, that you are over curious 
of knowing how we ſteered our Courſe. Thoſe Jour- 
nals wholly made up of .Eaft, Weſt, North, and Soxth, 
and a thouſand barbarous Words, which ſeem only 
proper for Huffing and Hedcoring the Winds, can 
ſcarce be reliſhed by fo nicea Palate as yours ; which 
yet are very uſeful to Seamen, and thoſe who make 
Navigation their Study, would not find ſuch a Style 
unpleaſant. But I ſhall take another opportunity of 
giving you an Account of it, in offering you ſome 
Geographical Memoirs. Permit me then to wave this 
for the preſent, and to ſpeak only of what concerned 
our ſelves. | 
ET Althe 
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Altho' the King of Siam gave expreſs Orders for 


| our good Treatment, God was pleaſed in his Wiſ- 


dom to. give us an occafion of Exerciſing our Pati- 


' ence. We were on Board a ſmall Chineze Veſlel, 
| Called a Somme by the Portugueze, without any ſhel- 
| ter againſt the Weather, and fo ſtreightned for want 
of Room, that we could not lye at iength : Placed 


near an Idol, black with the ſmoak of a Lamp conti- 
nually burning in its Honour, and (which was our 
great Eye-ſore) worlbipped each day with a Diabo- 
lical Superſtition. The Sun was direaly over our 
Heads, and we had ſcarce any Water to quench. our 
immoderate Thirſt, which the exceſſive Heat of the 
Climate brought upon us. Three Meals of Rice 
were our daily Allowance, tho' the Captain I confeſs 
often invited us to eat ſome Meat-with him; but that 
being always firſt offered as a Sacrifice to the Idol, 
we looked on it with more Horror than Appetite. 
In this manner we ſpent above a Month, endeavour- 
ing, by our Patience and our Prayers, toinſpire thoſe 
Idolatrous People with an Eſteem for our Holy -Reli- 
gion, our little skill in their Language not permitting 
us todo it by declaring its moſt Sacred Truths. 

'Tis true weſometimes, with the help of an Inter- 
preter, attempted to convince them of the Abſurdi- 
ty of that Worſhip their Education had unfortunate- 
ly engaged them in. One day eſpecially they flock 
ed about us; the diſpute grew ſomething ſharp : and 
at length became ſo hot, that we were forced to give 
it over. All Seamen are generally very obſtinate 
and ours took great Offence at what we had ſaid of 
their Idol, and a ſhort while after came towards us, 
_ threatning Looks, -arm'd with Lances and Half- 

ikes. 

We impatiently expected the event, but found at 
laſt we had no cauſe to fear. The Mariners had arm- 
ed themſzlyes only to prepare for a Proceflion, in. 

| | onour 
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Honour of their Idol ; perhaps to appeaſe the An. ' 
ger ſhe might have' conceived at the rude Treatment 


which ſhe met with from us in the late Diſpute. I 
ſcarce believe there is a Nation more Superſtitious 
than the Chineſe, who Worſhip the very Compaſs they 
ſteer by, continually cenſing it with Perfumes, and 


often offering it Meat as a Sacrifice. Twice a day 


regularly they threw little pieces of Gilt Paper, in 
likeneſs of Money, into the Sea, as it were to keep 
it at their Devotion by that Salary. Sometimes they 
would preſent it with little Boats made of che ſame 
Stuff, that being buſied in tofling and ruining them, 
the might negle& ours. But when the unruly Ele- 
ment flighted this Kindneſs, and grew Troubleſome, 
being, as they thought, agitated in an extraordinary 
manner by a Dzmon that governs it ; they burned 
lome Feathers, whole noiſlome Smoak and peſtiferous 
ſcent, were indeed more than ſufficient, had the Fiend 
been endued with Sence, to ſend him going, were he 
the Cauſe. 
' Once paſling near a Hill on which one of their 
Temples 15 built, cheic Superſticion then out-did it 
ſelf ; for beſides the uſual Ceremonies conſiſting in 
Meat-offerings, burning of Candles and Perfumes , 
throwing little Baubles of gilt Paper into the Sea, and 
Infinite ſuch other Fopperies, all Hands were at work 
for five or fix Hours together, in making a little Veſl- 
ſel, in the likeneſs of - ours, of about four Feet in 
length. It was very artificially wrought, wanting 
neither Maſts, Tackling, Sails or Flags ; it had its 
Compals, Rudder and Shalop, its Arms, Kitching- 
ſtuff, Vituals, C:rgo, and Bock of Accompts. 


Beſides,, they had daubed as many ſmall pieces of | 


Paper , as we were Men in the Ship, which were 
diſpoſed of in the ſame places we were in. This 
Machine being placed on two Staves, Was with no 
lictle Ceremony, at the noiſg of a Tabor and a bra- 
Zin 
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- } zen Baſon, raiſed up in view of all the Crew. A 
'? Seaman, in a Bonze's Habit, was the Chief Man 
* among '*em, playing ſeveral Apiſh Tricks with a 
' Quarter-ſtaff, and now and then ſhouting forth loud 

- Huzza's. At length the Myſterious Toy was com- 

: mitted to the Waves, and ey'd as far as fight could 

- 7 reach, accompanied with the Bonze's Acclamati- 
7 ons, who roar'd with all his might. This ridicu- 
f lous Entertainment diverted the Sailors, while we 


ce OY "OY 


? were ſtruck with a ſenſible Grief at the ſight of 
their blind Error, which it was out of our Power to 
£ CUTE. Y - 
' An Accident happened ſoon after, which at firſt 
| gave them lefs Pleaſure, but in the end proved an 
= equal Diverſiohto us all, The Mariners fancied they 
{aw a Ship in a part of the Sea much infeſted with Py- 
rates. They had excellent Spying-glaſſes, thro” 
which they could perceive the Maſts, the Sails, nay 
ſome ſaw the very Tackling, and by the manner of 
her Sailing, it was plain ſhe deſigned us a Viſit. All 
were very diligent in putting their Ship in a poſture 
of Defence : The Chineſe, who of all Men, love 
beſt tofleep in a whole Skin, were in great Conſter- 
nation : we ſaw fear painted in their Faces, while 
they made ready their Scymeters, Pikes and Guns, 
- 7 (for they had no Canon) this more terrified us than 
the fancied Enemy, which yet cauſed in us no little 
Apprehenfion; for indeed, I muſt confeſs, we were 
then grown as fearful, if poſſible, asthe Chineſe them- 
ſelves.” Religion or Martyrdom was not then the 
thing inqueſtion, we were in danger of being imme- 
diately ſtrangled by Villains who give no Quarter, 
according to their Cuſtom, which they would ſcarce 
have altered for our ſakes. The only Remedy would 
have been to have leaped into the Sea, and by drown- 
ing our ſelves, deferred our End for a few Minutes ; 
but 
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but the Medicine was ſomewhat violet, and we 1- 
did not }Eare for the Experiment. Our ProſpeRive 7 
Glaſfes were often made uſe of, and to our no little ' ! 


-ſurprize, the mighty Veſſel as it came near tis, leſ- 7 


fſened, - as did our ill-grounded 'Terror, for we now 
doubted whether it was a Ship. Atlength it grew a © 
Floating Iſland, then a Sea Horſe, and then I-know 
not what, till at laſt it came in view,' and proved to :: 


be a "Tree, which a violent Wind had torn from the ? 
Coaſt. The Earth and Pebbles about its Root made T 


ie ſwim upright, ſo that its Trunk, 'Which was very 2 
high, reſembled a Maſt, and fonie Branches ſpread *? 


on each ſide for a Yard, with Iefler Boughs broken '? 


down for Ropes, had, with the help of the Wind 7 
and che Seas beating about it (which formed a Tra&t 7 
not unlike that a Ship makes ) thus cauleſly a- 7 
larmed us ; Beſides, that People Who trembled as * 
they looked thro? their Glaſſes, might eafily be de- *: 
ceived. © 7 SIS) | 

The dreadful Enemy was no ſooner known, but 2 
the Preparations were given over, to their greatſeem- ! : 
ing grief, who then defired nothing more than a Bat- 


tel, and were heartily vexed at the Diſappointment. : - 
But we much fſuſpecting their Courage was Counter- | © 


feic 5 (for it appeared not till all the danger was va- _ 
niſhd ) thonghe not our ſelves ſafe till we were © 
Landed. | 
This was not the only Peril we were likely to en- 
' counter; for ſcarce were we in fight of Emouis, an 
Iſland of China, famous for the Comrhodiouſneſs of _ 
its Harbour,” and the abundance of Ships of all Na+ : 
tions which reſort thither, when che ſudden veering 
of the Wind followed by a Calm, and black Clouds, | 
which on every fide darkned onr Horizon, made'the | 
Pilots fear the approach of fome Tphos, than which 
nothing is more terrible in the Seas of China and Fa- 
pan ; for unleſs the Captain be well skilled, the Crew 
a | numerous, 
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_ '} numerous, and the Veſlel ftout, their Ruin is moſt 


-— 3 certain. -This Typhor. is afurious Wind, or rather a 


IV-o & 


Q'-@© 


2 blowing of all the Winds at once ; ſo that the Waves 
} confuſedly rolling one upon another, beſet a Ship on 
? all ſides, and toſs it with the utmoſt Rage and Fury. 
2 This Wiad is fo violent, that there is no bearing any 
Z fail, and fo obſtinate, that the third day ſcarce ſees 
* theend of it. Ar firſt the Seamens Pains and induſtry 
23 may a little withſtand the Storm, but continual La- 
27 bour tires and diſheartens them 3 they yield to the 
2 over-ruling' Winds, the Maſts break, the Rudder is 
® carried off, and the Ship founders; or if ſhe be fo 
2Z well built as to ſuſtain the Fury of the: Waves, ſhe 
2 ſplits againſt a Rock, and not a Man eſcapes. 


Four days had been ſpent in Expectation of the 


'Z like Fate, and the dreadiul Omens increaſed, when 
2 it came into. our Minds to addreſs St. Franca Xa- 
2 wier, Whoſe Miracles had once rendred thole Seas fo 
3 famous. We prayed him to divert the Tempeſt, and 
7 inforced our Prayers by a Vow. Scarce were we off 
,7 our Knees, but whether by a Miracle or the ordi- 
'-- nary Courſe of Nature, thereblew a favourable Gale 


of Wind, which carried us thro? fome1ſlands intoour 


EY ' deſired Port, 


I never ſaw any thing fo Frightful, as that infinite 


' number of Rocks and Deſert Iſlands thro' which we 
- Wereto paſs. The Channels are in fome places ſo nar- 
' 2: row, as not to exceed ten Paces in breadth, to the 


reat danger of thoſe who fail thro' 'em: We alſo 
eer'd through a pretty wide Bay, in which the Ch:- 


.,. ®ſe obſerve an exact Silence, for fear, ſay they, of di- 


ſturking a neighbouring Dragon ; we were forced to 


follow their Example. I know not how they call it, 
': as for us, we named it the Dumb Man's Bay. 


Having ſpent ſome time among thoſe horrid Rocks, 


® we at laſt had ſight of a little City they call Tim bai, 


that is, Sea's Limit, ſituated at the Mouth of the Ri- 
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ver,. up'the which we-tided; and dropt Anchor three 


Miles higher,.-near the City af. Nimpe, a ſight of | 


which we ſo earneſtly had wiſht for,during a fix and 
thirty Days Voyage, which the continual Danger and 
Hardſhips we were expoled to, _had render'd very 


It was with no little Joy that we reached that Land, 
in which we had, during ſo many Years, long'd to 
preach the Goſpel. It's ſight inſpired us with an on- 
uſual Zeal, and the Joy of viewing that happy Soil 
which fo: many good Men had Conſecrated by their 
Labours, we thought a large amends for ours. . 

Bur tho\,we were.ſo near the City, it was not fo 
eaſy for us to enter it. China is a very Ceremoniobs 
Country, wherein all Strangers, but eſpecially the 


French, have need of a good ttock of Patience. The : 


Captain of our Veſſel thought fit to hide us, and 
our arrival we were let down into the Hold, whe 
the Heat which increaſed as we. came nearer the 
Land,and feveral other Inconveniencies we lay under, 


made our Condition almoſt infupportable. But Ipighe 


of all Caution we were found out, an Officer of the 
Cuſtoms ſpied ns,and having taken an Account of the 
Ships Cargo, fet a Man ia her, and withdrew to 
let his Mater know it. That Mandarine who holds 
his Commiltion immediately from Court, and is 


therefore much reſpe&ed, ordered us to be brought 


before him, whom we found in a large Hall, affifted 
by his Aſlcſiors and other inferiour Officers, we were 
waited on thicher by a multitude of People, who 
there are more Curious of ſeeing an European, than 

we mouid bs here of viewing a Chineſe. | p 
No tooner were weenter'd, but we were admoniſh- 
ed to kneel and bow our Heads nine times to the 
ground, that being the Cuſtom in thoſe Parts of doing 
Obeitance to the Prime Mandarine,who in that Qua- 
lity repreſents the Emperor's Perſon. His Counte- 
| nance 
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nance was very ſevere, and bore a Gravity that chal- 
lenged Veneration, and a Dread, which increaſed at 
the ſight of his Executioners,wholike Roman Lecors, 
attended with Chains and great Sticks, ready to 
bind and cudgel whom his Mandarineſhip ſhould think 
fit. HE | 
Having paid him our Duty, he asked us who we 
were, and what was ourErrand. A4y Lord, (anſwer- 
ed we, by the means of onr Interpreter) we bave 
heard in Europe, that ſeveral of our Brethren, and par- 


. - ticularly Father Verbieſt, laboured with ſucceſs to ſpread 


the Knowledge of our Holy Religion imtheſe remote Parts ; 
The ſame Zeal has moved 2s, and the Noble Ide we bave 
framed to our ſelves of this Empire, and of the Wit and 
Politeneſs of its Inhabitants, has prevailed with ms to pro- 
cure them the only thing that is wanting to compleat the 
Grandeur of ſo flouriſhing and renowned a Naticn, to wit 
the Knowledge of THE ONLY TRUE GOD, without 
which it cawnot be truly Great. We have beſides under- 
ftood how Rind bis Imperial Majeſty has been to them, and 
Hope bis Mandarines, who know bis Intentions, will be ſo 
favourable as not to moleſt ms. 

This Declaration ſeemed ſomething boldy ina Pro- 
vince where our Religion was ſcarce tolerated,andin 
a City, where there was not one Chriftian. Buc 
our Ignorance hereof made us think, that ſince the 


| freedom of Trade had been granted, Strangers might 


come and fettle there, which is dire&ly oppoſite to 
the Laws of the Land. The Mandarine, who to be 
fure was ſurprized at the Liberty we took, diſſem- 
bled his Thoughts, and as if he approved of our 
Zeal, told us it was true, the Emperor had a par- 
ticular Efteem for Father Yerbieſf, whoſe Merit was 
well known throughout the whole Empire, and thac 
he himſelf was very deſirousto ſerve us ; Bat, conti- 
nued he, 1 muſt firſt adviſe with the Governor, and we 
C 


ſhall 
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ſhall conſider of it together : In the mean while return to 
your Ship, where you ſhall hear further from ms. 

' Some days after the General of the Militia in and 
about the City, which conſiſted of about Fifteen or 
twenty thouſand Men, was willing toſee us, and en- 
tertained us very kindly, inſomuch that when we 


left him to wait upon the Goyernour , he ſent an 
Officer to deſire him that he would uſe us kindly, af- 


ſuring him we were very honeſt People. The Gover- 


nour expreſſed fome Conſideration for us, but faid 
he could determine nothing in our Caſe , cill he 
had firft conferred with the chief Officers of the 
City ; fo that we were forced again on Board 
our hated Ship, which ſeemed to us a very ſevere 
Priſon. | 

Moſt of us were ſick, but our Loxd, who permit- 
ted theſe Delays, to try our Patience, did at laft ſoft- 
en the hardened Hearts of theſe Infidels, who took 
Compaſlion on us. Eight Days being ſpent in Con- 
ſulcations, - the A4andarine of the Cuſtoms held his 
Court in a Houſe not far from the Port, where bis 
Clerks ufually kept their Office. There having ſenc 
for us and, our Goods, being ſeveral Bales of Books, 
Images and Mathematical Inſtruments, they opened 
but three of our Trunks, without demanding any 
- Cuſtom ; and his Lordſhip told us, we might lodge 
in the Suburbs till they had heard from the Viceroy, 


ro whom the Governorhad wrote concerning us. We | 


thankfully accepted of his Civility, and in our 
new Habitation, enjoyed a Reſt we ſtood in great 
need of. 

Permit me, My Lord, before I go on, to give you 
a general Deſcription of that great Empire, framed 


according ro the Obſervations of Ancient Geogra- 
phers, re&ified by thoſe we haye ſince made with 


much Care and Exactneſs. 


CHINA, | 
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C HINA, which the Inhabitants call Tchoumr-coevs, 
the Middle Kingdom, becauſe they formerly thoughe 
- themſelves ſeated in the midſt of the World, is di- 
vided-into fifteen very large Provinces ; Quamtum, 
Fokien, Chekiam, Nankim, Xantum and Pekin lye along 


| the Eaſtern Ocean, from South to North ; and from 


North to South on the Weſtern ſide, are extended 
Nanſi, Xenſi, Suchuen, Yunnan and Qnamſi, and then 
ueycheu, Kianſi, Huquam and Honan, are encompal- 
fed by the othereleven, and from the midft of the 
Empire, which a Channel divides from Fapan and 
the Iſland Formoſa, and a very long Wall from Tar- 
Fary. | 
Here, My Lord, T muſt beg your Patience awhile, 
to give you an exact account of its Situation, and put 
you in mind of two conſiderable Faults Geographers 
are guilty of. The firſt is, that they have miſplaced 
the whole Province Leaotum withinthe Wall, whereas 
1t is undoubtedly wichout, tho? it ever made part of 
the Chineſe Dominions. This is matter of Fa&, and 
whoever queſtions it, needs but to take a Journey thi- 
ther, as we did, to beconvinced. The ſecond is, that 
they place the whole Empire five hundred Leagues 
more Eaftward then it really is ; this is not fo palpable 
a miſtake as the laſt,but is by our Obſervations clearly 
demonſtrable; ſo that China is much nearer Europe 
then it has been yet thought. 
Could ſucceeding Obſfervators but bring it each 
Journey fo many Leagues nearer, our Voyages would 
ſoon be ſhortned, and thoſe who are ſo fond of fee- 
ing unknown Countries, might with eaſ? fatisfic 
their Deſires ; butche miſchief is, thec it is cut of their 
Power ; ane Idare ſay, our Obſervations -nd thoſe 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences,will ſcarce be out- 
done ; unleſs M* who has ſo much inveighed 
againſt our Manner of Proceeding herein, gives him- 
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ſelf thattrouble; then indeed I ſhanld not deſpair (did 
he give vs a Mapof his Travels) of ſeeing Ching be- 
yond Fapan, or os near Mexico. 606 

Beſides theſe two fundamental Errors, they -have 

failed in the Situation of each. ſeveral City ; but a 

more particular Account would be too tedious to in- 
ſert here, and may beſides be expected from Father 
Gonye a Mathematician of our King's Coledge, with 
whom T have left our Geographical Obſervations, 
which he will ſhortly produce to the World. How- 
ever, my Lord, be pleaſed that I give you the true ex- 
tent of the Empire. From the City of Canton,which 
we place alittle above the 23 Degree to Peken,which 
lyes in the goth,there are from North to South 17 De- 
grees ; but we may reckon 18, becauſe beyond Pekin 
and Carton to the utmoſt Bounds is 20 Leagues'more : 
Thele 18 Degrees amount to 450 Common Leagues, 
and are the entire Length of that Country. Its Extent 
from Eaſt to Weſt is little leſs ; fo that on the whole, 
China, which is almoſt of a Circular Figure, is very 

near Fourteen hundred Leaguesin Circuit. This Ac- 
count, My Lord, I can warrantto be jult,and ground- 
ed on very exact Obſervation. 

You ſee, My Lord, that I have left out the Iſlands 
Formo[a, Haynan, and others of leſs Note (which of 
themſelves would make a very great Kingdom) | as 
alto al! the Province: of Leaotum, becauſe it is with- 
out the Wall. As for the Corea, Tumkim, and Siam, 
they depend indeed on' Chia fo far, as that. they 
pay a Tribute tro that Crown, and that their Kings, . 
at their admiffion, are confirmed by its Emperor ; 
bur they are ſeparate Kingdoms,and differ much from 
that of China, which whether in teſpect of the Pro- 
da& and Fertility of its Soil, or the Beauty and 
Numbers of its Cities, the Wit, Politenefs, Religion 
or Manner of its Inhabitants, is quite another 

thing. The Chineſe know it, and are ſo proud of - 
tnat 
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that they call all the reſt Barbaroys Nations, taking 
great care in their Marriages not to, match with them, 
or any of the other Þ4ians, - fearing nothing more 
than: that their mean Blood ſhould run in a Noble 
Chineſe's Veins. | | 


T alſo: omitted a, great part of Tartary which be- 


longs to this State, tothe great increaſe of ics Power, 
for the Tartars are valiant, and withal Men of Senſe; 
and beſides, tho' Taxtary be full of Woods and Sandy 
Defarts, yet it is not wholly unfruitful ; thoſe fine 
Furs of which they rob their Zibelines, Foxes and Ti- 
gers: a great diverſity of Simples uſeful in Phy lick, 
and the fine Horfes which come from thence, are 
Commodities China could not be without. Yet tho? 
they reap fo great a Profit by it, it cannot be imagi- 
ned what a Vexation itis tothem to be fo ſ{tritly uni- 
ted and mixtwith that Nation j and one muſt be well 
acquainted with the exceſs of their Vanity, and of the 
Conceit they have of their Grandeur, to know how 
grievouſly the Tartarian Conqueſt has humbled them. 
I queſtion not, 24y Lord, but you haye heard of it,but 
perhaps have not had the leiſure of inquiring into Par- 
ticulars, and therefore a ſhort Account of that great 
Revolution may not be unwelcome. * 

Qne of the Petty Kings of the Eaſtern Tartary (for 
there are not a few) whoſe SubjeRs called ouant- 
cheou, had ſetled a Trade near the Long Wall, Ha- 
ving complained at Pekinof ſome Knaveries commit- 
ted by the Chineſe Merchants, and having received no 
Satisfaction, refolved to right himſelf, and entered 
the Province of Leaoturm with a numerous Army. The 
Emperor preſently ſent ſome part of his Forces to 
oppoſe him, and the War continued ſome time, with 
equal advantage. But one L. I a Chineſe took that 
CPI to hatch a Rebellion in the Provinces 

uch were moſt remote from Court. Great num- 
bers of Malecontents flocked about him, who having 

| GC 3 made 
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made themſelves Maſters of thegreateſt Cities, like 4 
Torrent overflowed the whole Country, driving all 
down before them. 16 
- 'The Sacred Preſence of their Emperor could not 
fave Pekin from their Fury ;- the Rebel who knewthe 
| beſt Forces were'drawnout of it, marched direRly to 
attack ic, There was indeed a Gariſon of Seventy 
thouſand Men, but moſt gain'd upon by the practiſes 
of Z7s Emiſlaries; fo that while ſome with a pretend- 
ed Zealperlwaded the Prince'to remain in his Palace, 
others opened the City Gates to the Traytor, who 
lolemnized his Entry by a cruel Slaughter. The un: 
fortunate Monarch finding himſelf betrayed, would 
have marched' ont againſt him with Six hundred 
Guards,who ftillremained with him, but at the men- 
tioning of his Heroick Propoſal their Hearts failed 
'<mn, and they baſely abandoned him. Then fear- 
Ing no greater evil than that of falling quick into the 
Hands of his Enemies, he retired into a Garden with 
an only Daughter he had, and having wrote with 
his Blood theſe Words on the bordure of his Veſt, 
Ay Subjetts have baſely forſaken me, ſfend thy Rage on 
thy Body, but fpare my People. He firſt ſtabbed 'the & 
Princeſs, whoſe Tears would have ſoftned a Heart of 
Flint, and then hang'd himſelf ona Tree ; more 7 
- unjuſt co his Daughter, and Cruel to Himſelf, then 
could have been the moſt barbarous Foe. =. 
The Emperor being dead, all bowed to the uſur- ©: 


per, except Owuſanguey (whom the late Prince had'in- by 
truſted with the Command of the Forces he had ſent 
againſt the Tartars) and he never would acknow- | 


ledge him, and choſe rather to pull down his Ty- 
ranny, than ignobly to accept of a ſhare init. The 
new Morfarch having in vain Beſieged him 'in 
the Province Leaotum, to engage him to Surreht- 
der himfelf, ſhewed him - his Father loaded with 
Irons, proteſting he would put him to Death 

- in 
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in his ſight, | if 'he-did not infmediacely ſubmit. . But 
that generous'Lord, ' more*Faithful'to the Memory 
of his deceaſed Prince then tender of his Father's 
Life, [ſuffered the Duty of 4 Subjet to prevail over 
that.of-'a Son ; and ſeeing that 'Blood fpilt, of 
which- his 'once was" Part, 'reſolved to dye, or re- 
venge at once , his Fathers and his Emperor's 
Death. He made his Peace 'with the Tartar, who 
having joined him , 'no ſooner ' enabled 'him to 
-Cope with his Enemy , but he marched againſt 
him. But the Tyrant , whoſe Cowardiſe was e- 
ven greater than his Cruelty, durft not appear 
againſt thoſe two Armies. He fled:to Pekin, where 
having burned the Palace, and all that had not 
Periſhed at his firſt Entry 5, he retired into the 
Province of $f, loaded with the Spoil'of the 
Empire and" the Curſe of all. He was purſu- 
ed but in vain, for he met with fo private a Re- 
'tirement, that all the Art of Man could never find 
him oue. I | 

In the mean while the 7artars entered Petin, and 
> fo impoſed upon thepoor Chineſe, that of themſelves 
 <they begged their new'Gueſts to take care of their di- 
= Aireſſed State. The Tarrars were too cunning not to 

improve fo favourable an Opportunity ; hereupon 
they either by Force or Policy, are ſince grown abſo- 
lute Maſters of it. And here it is hard todetermine 
which is moſt to be wondred at, the Courage and Con- 
du& of that Nation, which-gave them Succeſs in ſo No- 
ble an Enterprize, or the Supineneſs or ill Manage- 
ment of the Chineſe, who thus baſely ſubmitted to a 
People fo inconfiderable for their Number, that they 
would: have been aſhamed not long before to own 
them for their SubzeRs. So true it is we ought not to 
look on any thing as beneath us, fince all Temporal 
Grandeur is fubje&t to Change, and that nothing is 
Conſtant in this World but Inconſtancy. | 

| C 4 The 
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vernment, and Care of his Son, who was 'then but 
Six Years old; to his Brother: -This Brother of his, 


named 4 MAFAN conquered- all the Provinces © 
which had nor yetſubmitted ; # Princedeſervedly ad- |” 
mired, not only for his Valoor and Condu@, ever | 
attended wirh Succeſs, . but alſo for his Fideliry: and -: 
Moderation. For the young Prince being come to *'! 


Ape, he diſcharged his Truſt, and took as much Care 
to Secure him in the Empire, as he had done to Con- 
ect Torhim. fff» 


This Union of the two Nations has made one Em- | 


pirce of a prodigious extent, "for tho? all Tartary does 
not belong to Chins,. yet molt is Tritfftary to it ; in- 
fomuch, that the great and mighty”C HA M, to 


whom the Chineſe themſelves ſometime paid Tribute, 
15 now fallen from all his Grandeur. -But I do not 7 
wonder how we in Europe could be miſinformed in '! 

this Point, ſince Monſieur Conſtance himſelf, who ſo 
frequently convyerſed with them, knew no better. I ©. 
know no- upon what Grounds he had credulouſly ta- [7 
ken up a Report that Tartary obeyed one ſole Empe- | 
Tor, from whom 'the Chineſe defended themſelves on- | "? 
ly by Preſents and Money. This will make me take |: 
more care for the future how Icredit Relations which :: 


are grounded on Common Fame. 


Since the Peace between Ruſſia and Ching, it is eafie | 
to give the true lEngthof the whole Empire, for on that * 
occaſion theBounds were fixed by Conſentto the 55th © 
Degree,the reſt of the Land ftretching from North to | 


Eaſt remaining ſtill undecided by thae Treaty.So from 


the moſt Sontherly Point of Haynaytothe utmoſt Limits 


| of that part of Tartary which belongs to the Emp. of 
China,may be reckon'd above geoLeagues. ThofeLands 

are not alike fruittul, bur all may yield Religion a 
: SE CE. plentiful 


; 


The Tartarian King Tſwwtzhad not the leifure to 4. 
enjoy his Congueft 3 ſcarce had he caken Pofſeffion - 
but he Died, leaving the Adminiſtration of the Go- |: 
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plentifulHarveſt,& were allthe4fioneriezin the World 
employ'din ſo vafta Field,it would yet wantfor Reapers. 

We were well-informed at Nimpo of the Good we 
could do there, and were ready to take a Spiritual 
Poſſeflion'of the Promiſed Land, when we had In- 
telligence -thar the Viceroy. of that Province, was 
much offended that we were ſuffered to Land, and 
was reſolved to ſend us back to the Indies. He wrote 
indeed a ſharp Reprimand to the Governor of Nim- 
po, and at the ſame-time an Account of what had 
paſſed to the Grand Tribunal of Pekin, which is en- 
truſted with the Care of Foreign Afﬀairs, and ever 
was averſe to the Chriſtian Religion... He was very 
partial, for tho' he was well acquainted with our De- 
ſign, he repreſented us as Five Europeans,who for ſome 
Private Ends deſigned to ſettle there, in oppoſition 
to the Fundamental Laws of the Realm ; fo that the 
Cotirt decreed we ſhould be baniſhed, and, according 
to Cuſtom, preſented an Order to that Effea, deſi- 
ring the Emperor to ſign it. 

Had this Order been confirmed, we had been-un- 
done, and in all probability, the Adandarins at Nimps 


 had'beenfo too, for treating us fo favourably. The 


Viceroy, who bore.as great a Love to our Money as 
he did Hatred to our Belief, would have ſeized our 
Bales,: and as a ,Puniſhmerit on the Captain of our 
Ship, Confiſcated his Merchandizes, and ordered 
him forthwith to be gone, and take us along with 
him; and if the Captain had been ruin'd on our 
Account, we might reaſonably look to be thrown 
over Board by him. | 

Our Peril was certain, had we not prevented it 


_ -. by:our care in writing, as we were in Duty bound, 


to Father Intorcetta, an Italian Miſflionary, and Father 
General of our Order in thoſe Parts. Father Fonta- 
ney had alſo given Father YVerbief notice of our Arri- 
val, deſiring him that he would inſtra& us wg we 
avg lo rn a 
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had to do. The Father -had-all the Reaſon in the | 


World 'to leave us to'our felves, for by taking us 'un- |: 


der his ProteQtion, -he expoſed-himſelf to the Anger |: 
of the Viceroy of Ges, andthe Governor of Macao, 
from whom he had received Letters, which werenei- 7 
ther conformable to the King of Portwgals Intenti- 7 


ons, nor to Chriſtian Charity. But who conld have | 
expected that a Man, ever ready to Sacrifice his Life 


for the' Infidels Salvation, ſhould have looked uncon- = 
cernedly on, while his Brethren, who were come 
from the remoteft parts of the Earth to affiſt him'in 
his Task, miſerably periſhed. When he received 
our Letters the Emperor was in Tartary, ſo that he 
was forced to write to a Friend at Court, that he 
would inform his Majeſty of our Arrival, and cau- 7 
fed his Letter, by a wilful Miſtake, to be put into-a 
Pacquet which he knew would be delivered into the ©! 
Emperor's own Hands. It happened as he deſired, 
the Emperor opened it and read it,fo that being well 
informed of all the Truth, when the Tribunal's Or- 
der was delivered to him, he: an{wered, That he 
would conſider ict when he returned to Pekin ; 
which he did after he had hunted a Fortnight.. That 
Court was ſurprized at the Delay, it being Cuſtoma- 
_ ry for the Prince, in Three Days Time, either to 
Sign or Cancel theſe kind of Writs, Father Verbie## 
was no leſs impatient to know the Fate of his Lerter 
and the Emperor's Reſolutions; and as for us, we 
endeavoured by our Prayers to obtain H# Favour, 
who rules the Hearts of Kings, 


Father Intorcetta, our Superiour, who beſt knew | 


our ill Circumſtances, did by Pablick Prayers in his 
_ Church at Hamcheu, beg. God to deliver us out of 
them ; and firmly believing that the Cry of inno- 
'cent\Babes is very prevalent with the Divine Maje- 
ſy, gathered all the Chriſtians Children from Six to 


TFen,. together into the Church, where I 
. wh | rate 
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ſtrate on the Ground, they unanimouſly lifted up 
their innocent Hands to Heaven, 
ſaying, * Pour out thine Indignation, * Effunde Iram, 
O Lord, "upon the Heathen that have tuam in Gentas quz 
not knows thee, and upon the King- 7, "on 2overun 
doms that have not called upon thy j «Bhs TO Beſtiis 
Name ; bit difend thoſe who worſhip animas confitentes * 
thee, "and deliver not unto their Ene- tibi, Pſal. 73- 
mies thy Servants, who come hither 
from the" Extremities of the World to confeſs thy Holy 
Name, and to ſhew forth thy Praiſe. Theſe Prayers 
were accompanied with the Tears of the whole Con- 
gregation, eſpecially with thoſe of Father Þtorcetra, 
who having, been fo happy as co ſuffer Chains, Priſons 
and Baniſhmentfor his Saviour*s ſake, was moſt fit to 
obtain the Blefling we begged for. ; 

The Emperor was no ſooner returned to Pekin, 
but Father YVerbie# informed him that we were his 
Brethren, who by our Skill in the” Mathematicks, 
might be uſeful to his Majeſty. To which he an- 
Iwered, If it was ſo, be ſaw no Cauſe why he ſhould ex+ 
pel ws out of bu Dominions, He ſummoned his Privy 
Council, to which the Princes of the Blood are ad- 
mitted, and with their Advice and Conſent, Decreed 
we ſhould all be honourably ſent for to Court. An 

Order to that Effe& was ſent to the Lipou, (the ſame 
Tribunal which had preſented the Wric againſt us) 
and by them tranſmitted to the Viceroy of Ham- 
 cheu : So that by an eſpecial Providence, he who 
had endeavoured to turn us.ſhamefully ont of China, 
was hitmſelf obliged to introduce us, and that with 
more Advantage, than, had he been our Friend, he 
_ could have procured us. His Vexation was the great- 
er, becauſe without doing us any Harm, he had run 
the riſque of incurring the Emperor's Difpleaſure by 
his falſe Informations. It was indeed no little Mor- 
tification to him ; and it was a Fortnight before he 
would 
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would acquaint us with our : good - Fortune: 
' Inthe meanwhile the Stay we made at Nimppogaye 
us an opportunity of improving our Acquaintance 
with the Mandarins. Some ſent us Preſents, "others 
invited us to: their Houſes, and all in general were 
very kind to us. We endewonred to make uſe of 
this Opportunity for their Converſion from Tdolatry, 

| but it is hard for Souls wholly buried in Fleſh and+ 
Blood, to ſavour the things which are of God. 
However, the Governor of the City made one Step 
towards it, which gave us great Hopes : It was this: 
They had for: Five Months time been afflited 
with a continual Drought, ſo that their Rivers, and 
the Channels they cut out into their Land to water 

it, were now quite dry, and a Famine much appre- 
hended. The Prieſts had offered numberlefs Sacri- 
fices, and the Mandarins left nothing undone which 
they thought might appeaſe the Anger of the Gods. 
They had often asked us what Methods we. uſed in 
Europe in ſuch Caſes ; and being anſwered, that by 
— Humiliation, Penitence, and the Fervency of our 
Prayers we moved Heaven to Compaſiion, they 
hoped by che like Means to procure their Idols Pity ; 
but alas, they called upon Gods that have Ears and can- 
»0t hear : At laſt the Governor was tired with his fre. 
quent Diſappointments, and refolved to Worſhip the 
only God, whom all Nature obeys. Having under- 
ſtood that in our Houſe we had a pretty handſome 
Chappel, in which weevcry Day celebrated the Sa- 
cred Myſteries of our Religion, he ſent to us to know 
if we would permit him to corae in State, and joyn 
his Prayers with ours. We aniwered, wedeſired no- 
thing more than that he {ould worſhip as we did, 
and that all the City would foli»w his Example ; and 
aſſured him moreover, that if be begged wich Faith 
and Sincerity, he ſhould undoubtedly obtain. We 
preſently went to work to pat our Chappel in —_ 

29 
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and. make all things ready to Solemnize his coming, 
when to our great Surprize his Secretary came to tell 


us, That his Lord world be with us the next Day 


very.carly, .being neceflitated to meet art Eight the 
ſamg Morning -at a neighbouring Hill, where with 
ſome Mandarins he was to offer a Sacrifice to a 
Dragon. In anſwer to this unexpeted Meſſage, we 
ordered our Interpreter to wait on him, and make 
him ſenſible, that the Chriſtians God was a Fealows 
God, who would not allow of his paying to any o- 
thers the Honours due to Himſelf alone ; that his 
Gods were Statues or Creatures, that had no Power 
to help themſelves nor him ; and that we humbly 
craved him to deſpiſe thoſe idle Fancies, fit only to 
amuſe the credulous ſenſleſs Vulgar; but far beneath 


a Man of his Senſe and Merit; and.to truſt in the 


Only God of Heaven, whom his Reaſon alone muſt 
convince him to be the True One. I really believe 
he was almoſt perſuaded, but he had engaged him- 
ſelf to the Manderins, and for ſome worldly Reſpe& 
durſt not break his Promiſe ; ſo he worſhipped his 
Idols, whom, doubtleſs he had no Faith in, and with- 
drew from the Only True God, of whoſe Being he 
was inwardly convinced. | 
Then, My Lord, moved with Indignation at their 
Blindneſs and the Devil's Tyranny , ſome of us. 
thought of imitating what St. Francs Xavier had 
dane.on ſome like occaſion, by erecting a Croſs in 
the, City under theſe Conditions : Firſt that we 
would prevail with Heaven to grant the Rain they 
ſtood in fuch want of : And ſecondly, that if. we did, 
they ſhould pull down their Idols, and own That 
God who. ſhould have been ſo favourable, as to 
grant them their Requeſt, Our Minds were diffe= 
rent, as was our Zeal: Some full of Lively Faith, 
which the miraculous and continual Support of Pro- 
vidence, thro' the ſeveral Perils we had —— 
a 


26 TheVoyage from Siam to Pekin, 


had inſpired them with, could not queſtion the Suc- 
ceſs of ſo Bold, but Holy an Undertaking : Others 
not ſo Zealops, but perfwaded that Prudence ought 
to be our Guide, wheres the Inſpiration is not Evi- 
dent, were of Opinion nothing ſhonld be hazarded 
which failing might expoſe our Religion. So! we 
were content to mourn within our ſelves, and be 
of God not only that he would give them Rain, but 
that Celeſtial Fice alſo, which Or Saviow hath 
brought into-the World, and defires all Nations may 
be inflamed with = - el 
While we were chus bujied in promoting the Inte- 
reſt of our - Religion, .the Viceroy was no leſs in 
thinking how to execute the Orders he had received 
from Court, He lefe our Journey as far as Ham- 
cheu, to the Governor's Care, who provided Boats 
for us, and commanded an inferior Mandarine to 
attend us, that we might lack for nothing. We per- 
formed itin Five Days cime, without meeting with a- 
ny ofthoſe Accidents which Strangers there; are ſub- 
| Jet to when they are thought to carry things of va- 
lue with them. 'The Chriſtians at Hamche» were 
laviſh in* the Expreflions of their Aﬀecion- to ns. 
they came in Crouds to the River, whence we were 
carried as in Triumph to their Church, with more 
Kindneſs perhaps than Prudence. For they had, un- 
known to Father Intorcetta, provided for each of us 
atr Elbow-Chair, born by Four Men, and attended 
by as.many, into which we were forced to ſuffer our 
ſelves to be ſet, not knowing what they meanc, for 
our little Skill in their Language did not permit us to 
learn ic from themſelves. Having locked us in, we 
were forced to make our Entry as they wouid have 
ict, which was in this manner. A Mouſick of Ten or 
Twelve Hands with ſome Trumpets led the Van ; 
next came ſome Horſe at:d. Foot, the former bearing 


{veral Standards and Flags, and the latter ang 
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with Launces and Pikes; and next to theſe Four Of. 
ficers who ſupported-a. large Board varniſhed with 
Red, on:-which theſe Words were written in large 
Golden Characters, Dedors of the Heawenly Law, ſent 
for ,to.Gourt, We came in the Rear, ſurrounded by 
a.thr of Chriſtians, and Gentiles, whom the Noe. 
velty of the Show had drawn thither. In this un- 
ealy Pamp we went thro' the whole City, being a 
long League.in length, vexed that we had not fore» 
ſeen their Indiſcretion, and reſolved to reprimand 
them for it. Father Intorcetia waited for us at the 
Church-door, whence he carried us. to the Altar. 
There having nine times bowed our ſelves to the 
Ground, and returned Thanks to the Good. God, 
who thro' ſo many Hazards, had, in ſpight of our 
Enemies, brought us to the Promiſed Land, we re- 
turned to the Chief of the Chriſtians. We deſired 
the Father to acquaint them, that we were not un- 
thankful for their Love,nor ill ſatisfied with their Zeal 
for God's Glory, but that the Splendid Manner in 
which they bad received us, was no hs ER 
ways conformable to a Chriſtian's . *_H! in Curris & 
Humility 3 * Thor cbe Heathen 17 590% 505 a 
wight , indeed, celebrate their Triumphs mini. 

with ſuch EarthlyPomps and Mundane 
Vanities, but that a Chriſtian's Glorying was in the Name 
of the Lord. They returned no Anſwer, but all on 
their Knees implored our Blefling. Their Fervency 
accompanied with a Meek and Devout Look, in 
which the Chineſe do, when they will, exceed all 0- 
ther Nations, wholly diſarmed our Wrath ; we wept 
for Joy and Compaſſion; and I proteſt, My Lord, 
that one Moment made us a large amends far all the 
Troubles we had undergone. 

But how great was our Bii's when we were at Li- 
berty to receive the Careffes of Father Intorcetta, 
whom God had made ule of to procure our Admit- 

tance 
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tance into that Empire. We already bore him a Ve- 
neration due to the Glorious Name of Confeffor, 
which his Imprifonment and Sufferings at Pekin had 
intituled him co; but his Goodneſs, Meekneſs and 
Charity entirely won our Hearts and made us _—_ 
him, as the true Pattern of a Perfe& Miffionary. The 
CharaQer we bore of Perſons ſent for to Court,a Cha- 
rater no lefs than that of Envoy, obliged us to viſit , 
and be viſited by the chief Mandarins. The Vicero 
our Enemy was aſhamed to ſee us; he ſent us word, 
that throngh the multicude of Buſineſs he had then on 
his Hands, he could not find leiſare to wait upon 
us: butthe General of the Tartars received us wich 
all Civilicy, and among other Demonſtrations of his 
Kindneſs, made us a very conſiderable Preſent. 
However, when we were going, the Viceroy who 
was afraid leaft he ſhould be informed againſt, fent 
ſome Chairs to carry us to the Imperial Barge provi- 
ded for us ; he ordered ſome Trumpets and Hautboys 
to attend us, preſented us wich ten Piſtols, and gave 
us an eſpecial Order from Court, intituled a Cam-ho, 
in purſuance to which all Places we paſſed through 
were to find us Boats well mand, while we went b 
Water,or ſixty two or more Porters in: Caſe the Froſt 
obliged us to gobyLand,and eachCity to give us about 
| halfa Piſto),the ſame being allowed to the Chief Mar» 
darins,who are reputed to have their Charges born by 
the Emperor, tho' this will not amount to the tenth 
part of their Expence. Beſides, heordered a Manda” 
rine to accompany us, and fee all due reſpedt paid us. 
We would gladly have avoidedit, but were forced to 
go thro? what we undeſignedly had engaged in. | 
' The Barge we were on Board was a Second Rate, 
- containing in-Breadth ſixteen Feet, and in Length ſe- 
venty, and *proportionable in Height. Beſides the 
Cook-room, the Maſter and his Family's Apartment 
(for they have no other Dwelling) that of his _— 
an 
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ind another for our Mer, there was a pretty large 
Parlogr where he dined; and Three Rooms inwhich 
Six Perſons might eaſily. lye, all which were Var- 
niſhed, Gilt and Painted. The way of our Travel- 
ling was this : As ſoon. as Anchor was weighed, the 
Trumpets and Hautboys founded a March, then 
they took their Leave with a kind of Cheſt wherein 
were Three Iron Barrels, which made a greater Re- 
port than fo many Muskets, they were diſcharged 
ohe after another, and. between each the Muſick 
ſounded, and fo continued playing for fome time; 
Whenever we meta Mandarin's Barge, or lome Town, 

in our way, this was repeated; as alſo when Night 
or a contrary Wind obliged us to come to an Anchor, 
This to a. Mandarine had not only been a great Ho- 
nour, but a:very entertaining Conſort : As for us, 
we thooghtir a yery inharmonious one, whole tedi- 
alneſs made us pay dear for our Honour, | 

' . We had beſides a Watch every Night co guard us, 
the manner. of which was this: About Eight at 
Night, Ten. or Twelve Inhabitants of the Town 
heareſt to the Place we anchored. in, appeared in a 
Row on the Shoar, then the Maſter came upon the 
Deck, and thence. made them a fair Speech, con- 
cerning the Obligations they lay. under of preſerving 
all chat belonged ro the Emperor, and watching for 
the Mandarins Safety, who themſelves did fo for that 
of the State. Then he deſcended into Particulars 
of all the Accidents they were liable to , 'Fire, 
Thieves and Storms, - exhorting them to be Vigilant, 
and telling them they. were reſponſible for all the 
_ Miſchief - which might happen. They anſwered 
each Paragraph with a Shout, and then retired 
their Watch-houſe, only one Centry was left thers, 
who continually ſtruck two Sticks one againſt ano- 
_ ther, and was hourly relieved by others, who made 
ths ſartie Noiſe; that we _ know they did 4 
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fall aſleep, which we would gladly have permitted 
them to do. oh condition we 'might have done fo 
our Selves. But this is the Cuſtom when any Manda- 
rine travels by Water. 

How uneaſy foever all theſe Ceremonies might 
be, I muſt confeſs that I never met with any way of 
Travelling leſs tireſome than this ; for after Thirteen 
Pays Voyage we arrived at Tamchea, on Fanuary the 
23d,as freth as if. wehad not ſtirr'd out of our Houſe. 
There'we found Father Aleoniſa, a Franciſcan, Sub- 
Vicar to the Biſhop of Bafilea, and Father Galiani, a 
Jeſvic, who were come thus far to*meet us ; the one 
fromthe Biſhop to profferius that Prelate*s Afliſtance, 
and the other by his Credit and Experience, to'make 
the reſt of our Journey as eaſy as he could. Both 
knew we had Letters of Commendation from the 
King, and were willing to ſhew us all the Refſpe&t 
due to thoſe 'who are under his Majeſty's Prote&tion. 
This was not the only Civility we received from 
them, for they have fince obliged us fo highly, that 
we never can enough exprefs our Gratitude. 

Here the Froft forced us to leave the'great Canal, 
and we had /Horſes found us for our Men, and Por- 
ters for our Goods. © As for our ſelves, 'the'great Cold 
and Snow, which we were unaccuftomed to, made us 
chool&to go in.Litters, ſome of -our Horfe-men ri- 
ding about us that we ' might be the more Secure. 
We ſhifted our Porters at each City or big Town ; 
and; which'is very ſtrange, we could get abovea 
Hundred, with as. much Speed and Eaſe, 'as in 
France we might Five or'Six.,, The Cold increaſed 
hourly, and became at laſt fo yiolent, that we found 
the River Hoambo, one of the greateſt in China, al- 
moſt frozen over ; 2 whole Day was ſpent in break- 
ing the Ice, and we paſſed 'with no foal Trouble 
and Danger. We. left 'Nimpo on the 27th of No- 
wember, 1687+ and artiy'd at Pekin the 8th of Fe- 

| Fee b ruar} 
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bruary following ; but we reſted-ſo often by the way, 
that indeed we had not ſpent. above a Month and 
an half in our Journey. 

Theſe Honours paid us by fo potent a Prince, and 
the,good ſucceſs of fo long and perillous a Voyage, ' 
rogether with a proſpect of the Benefit our Religion 
might reap by it, would have occaſioned in usa well- 
grounded Joy, had not our Thoughts been cruelly 
| from-it, Scarce were we in ſight of Pekin, 
but we received the moſt afflicting News of Father 
Verbieſt”s Death. . It ſtruck us with. an Aſtoniſhment 
which-leſſzned but to make our Grief more ſenſible. 
He it was who had procured our Admittance into 
China 5 who beſides, in delivering us from the Vice- 
ray of Hamcheu, had faved our Lives, and which 
we looked on as a greater Kindneſs, was ready to al- 
ſiſt-us.with his Credit, in the Deſigns we had to pro- 
' mote God's Glory and the Intereſt of our Holy Faith. 
..i We were not the anly Looſers by his Death, for I 
dare ſay,' every. Body. milt him; To his Care, Zeal 
and ons” , Was Owing the Reſtauration of the 
Chriſtian io 


Tytis ion, ..which had been almoſt ruined 
by the. late Perſecutions: He encouraged the Old 
Chriſtians Conſtancy, and ſupported the Weakneſs 
of che New, by taking them under bis eſpecial Pro- 
tection ; his Recommendation gained our Mitlione- 
ries, Reſpe&; he had ſaved Macao, of .which the 
Tartarshadentertained ſome Jealoufies ;.gnd the State 
__ it ſelf, to which he had rendered conſiderable Servi- 
ces, was not a little beholdivg to him; ſo that the 
Europeans, the Chineſe, and the Emperor himfeif did 
equally. look on him. as. theic Father. This Great 
Man, fo much reſpe&ed. in the Eaſt, deſerved, My 
Lord, that .you ſhould cake Notice of him , and in 
purſuance.to my Deſign, which was in chis Letter 
to give you. an Account of our Journey from Sam 
to the Chief Town of —_ not end with 
x 2 | a 
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a Subje&*that might better challenge your Attention. 
I am with all Reſpet, | 


My Lord, | | 
Your Honour's moſt humble, 


and obedient Servant; 


——— 


4... LE T-T.E-R, IL 
To ber Highneſs the Dutcheſs of Nemours. 


The Manner of our Reception by the Emperor, and 
what we obſerved at Pekin. 


M ADAM © 


TONE but a Lady of a comprehenſive Ge- 
| »ims and anunlimited Zeal, could, as you 
"W do, concern her ſelf in what paſſes at fo 
great a Diſtance. The Curioſities of Europe were 
too few for your vaſt Mind, which would bea Stran- 
ger to. nothing that might Inform or Edify it, and I 
may Without Flattery ſay, chat the Eaſt has no Se- 
cfets you have not pried into, nor any Rarities you 
are, unacquaineed with. FEY 
I have my ſelf learned from your Highneſs feveral 
things unknown to moſt Travellers, and having been 
as far as the World reaches, muſt confeſs that your 
Knowledge has travelled farther-yet than me. | 
What then, Madam, can I-tell you of China more 
than you already have diſcovered, unleſs it be ſome 
Particulars of my Voyage, which, being the lateſt 
any Exropean has made thicher, will at leaſt have the 
Charms of Novelty? Tt being my Duty co give a . 


Great States-man *an Account of it, I make bold 
| | to 
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to ſend your Highneſs the Letter T'wrote to him fome 
Days fiace; and what I now add, ſhall at once be 
a Continuation of it, and a Token of the Reſpe& I 
hear you, and the Readineſs ] ſhall ever be in, to 0- 
bey your Highnefs's Commands. 

On our arrival at Pek;y, we found the Court in 
Mourning for the Empreſs Dowager : The Courts 
of Juſtice were ſhut up, and the Emperor gave no 
Audience. But the 27 Days being ſpent, -during 
which the 'Laws oblige him to cloſe mourning, 
he ſent one of his Officers to our Houſe, to fee how 
we did, and to ask us Queſtions. The Meſſage was - 
very obliging, and beſides a Thouſand other Civili- 
ties, we were told the Emperor would be as kind to 
ps as he had been to the Fathers at his- Court, ſince 
Fe were all of the fame Society. 

The Gentleman told us, his Imperial Majeſty 
would gladly know what the French Court thought 
of his Progreſs into Tartary, and the Defeat of Ouſan- 
guay, ( who was a Chineſe Rebel that had given him 
no.ſmall Trouble). He asked us in what PerfeAion 
Learning wasin Europe, whether any new Invention 
had lately been made, or any conſiderable Diſcovery. 
Then he.ſpoke much of the Honours the Emperor 
deſigned to pay. to. the Memory of Father Verbieff, 

for whom his Majeſty had a particular Aﬀection. 

That Name, 4424am, cannot be unknown to you, 
' and you are too much concern'd in what relates to 

the Eaſtern Church, to be ignorant of her Loſs in 

that Tlluftrious Miflionary's Death. 

We all replyed that we gratefully acknowledged 

. the Emperor's Bounty, but that among the Ceremo- 
nies wich which the Chineſe uſed to exprefs their Re- 
ſpe& for their deceaſed Friends, there were' ſome 
which ſeemed to diſagree with the Sanity of our 

Religion. How! anſwered he, Do you oppoſe the 

Emperor's Will ? To this a Father returned, 4y Lord, 
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Our - Lives are the Emperor's, he may take them away 
when he pleaſes, but nothing in the World is able to make 
265 alter the leaſt tittle of our Belief. My Orders, ſaid 
he, are not to diſpute it with you, but to ask you for 
the Petition, which, according to Cuſtom, you are to 
preſent to bim upon this Occaſion. The Emperor, by an 
unprefidented Goodneſs, would pladly peruſe and correct it 
himſelf, if it ſhould need any amendment : but he commands 
Jou to keep this Favour ſecret. 

All that is preſented to the Emperor, ought to 
be indited in Terms fo nicely conformable to the | 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country, in reſpect of his | 
Quality who ſpeaks, and of the Bufineſs he treats of, 
that the penning of it is no little trouble, eſpecially 
for a Stranger. An improper Expreflion, a Word, 
nay a Letter miſplaced, is ſufficient to undo a Mank 
darine, and ſeveral have loſt their Places for being 
Guilty of the like Faults, eicher thro' Inadvertenc 
or Ignorance. The Emperor, well skili'd in all theſe 
Formalities, queſtioned our Capacity in that reſpe&t, 
and-would truſt no body but himſelt ; * fo that by an 
incredible Goodneſs he took the Pains to compoſe it, 
that it might ſtand the moſt critical Examination. 

Some Days after, the ſame Gentleman came with 
ſeveral new Queries. He inquired particularly into 
the Mortives of the late Dutch War, and into the 
famous Paſſage of the Rhine. For in irath, aid 
he, what has been told the Emperor # not to be be- © 
liewed. Perhap: the River 3s neither ſo broad, ſo deep, 
nor ſo rapid as is reported 5 and perbaps the Dutch had 
ſome private Reaſons not to oppoſe your King's Conqueſts 
with more vigour. ET. | 

Then, Mzdam, did we: wiſh for a more perfect 
Knowledge of his Language, that we might repre- 
ſent to him the great'Soul, che good Fortune, and 
the unſhaken Valour of Lews the Great, to whoſe 
Soldiers nothing is impoſlible while, they fight in 


his 
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his View, and are animated by bis Example. The 
| Father, who was our Interpreter, toid him however, 
as much as would perſuade him, that none þut ſuch 
a Hero could frame and carry on the Iike En- 
cerpriſes : He was aſtoniſhed at our Recital of chem, 
and roſe immediately to go and Report it. co his 
Prince. 

As he was. going out he turncd to us, ſaying, 
Gentlemen, All 1 hawe beard x indeed wenderful, but 
what my Eyes behold ſeems no leſs ſurprizing: Who 
could think that theſe Fathers who have dwelt here [0 
long, who are of a different Nation, and never ſaw you 
before, ſhould look on you as their Brethren 5 that you 
ſhould treat them like yours, and that you ſhould be as 
kind to each other, as if you bad been acquainted all 
your Lives. I really am extreamly taken with this Cha- 
rity, and can no longer doubt the truth of what you pro- 
feſs. So open a Confeflion might give us ſome hopes, 
that He was not far from the Kingdom of God : It is 
true he believed, but alas, of what uſe is tha: Be». 
lief, when we: have not the Courage to act accord- 
ingly, but to inhance our Guilc ? 

If we had come thither Þcognito, the Aandarins 
would have. had nothing. to ſay to us;. but it be- 
ing in purſuance of an Order from the Lipew, 
which, as I have already hinted, is one of the moſt 
noted Courts of Juftice in the Empire, the Viceroy 
of the Province we came from, remiited us into 
their Hands, -and we were, according to Cuſtom, 
to be delivered up by them to their Sovereign. 
Wherefore as ſoon as the Mourning ended, and they 
| had leave to fit, we were ſummon'd before them, 
with Orders to carry thither all our Mathematical 
Machines and Inſtruments, of which they already 
had an Inventory. *., 

The Emperor, who. would not have us do any 
thing without his Advice, was acquainted with it, 

| D 4 | and 
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and ſent us word it was not fitting we ſhould ſhew 
our Inftruments, and that we' might, it we:thought 
fir, decline making a Perfonal Appearance. We 
went thicher however, being ' ſeveral times invited 
in a moſt obliging manner, and not judging it con- 


 venient by a blunt Refuſal co offend fo conſiderable a 


Body, which beſides was our Judge, and already but 
too great an-Enemy to our Religion. * | 

Some Mandarins deputed. by their Preſident for 
that purpoſe, made ns a very civilReception : They 
defired us to fit down, and preſented us with ſome 
Tea before they had drunk any themſelves ; a Re- 
ſpe& they do not pay even to Ambaſſadors, as Fa- 
ther Pereira, a Portugueſe, "aſſured us, who had been 
preſent at an Audience they had lately given to 
thoſe of Portugal. 2 

This Viſic was indeed but for Form's ſake, to the 
end they might inform the Emperor of our being 
fately arrived to Town, according to his Majeſty's 
Commands. So that after ſome -Complements on 
each ſide, we were deſired to attend the next Day at 
the Palace, when they would diſcharge'us. | 

We went thither accordingly at the appointed 
time, and having ſtaid during forhe Hours in .a 
Jarge. Court, where the Mandarins uſually wait, who 
have any Buſineſs there ; their. Preſident or Chief 
Juſtice, brought us the Anſwer to an Addreſs he had 
according to- Cuſtom preſented on our Account, 
This Anſwer was written' on' a ſmall varniſhed 
Board, wrapped up in a piece of Yellow Taffety : 
The Contents were, That we might uſe our Inſtru- 
ments, anth ſettle in what part of the Empire wt pleaſed, 
according to the firſt Orders from Court,” when we were 
ſent for 1hither. And that in the mean while, the Lipou 
would deliver is up to the gthir Fathers, who were to in- 
groduce us into the Emperor's Preſence, when bis Majefty 


. 


ſhould think fit. ©.” 


Yet 
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Yet that Princes Intentions were not-that we ſhould 
leave Pekin, but on the contrary, he would have kept 
us all there, and lodg'd us in his Palace. He had 
expreſſed himſelf foclearly on that point, that we 
had need of all the Intereft and Dexterity of Father 
Pereira, to divert the Storm. "Chat Father, who was 
then Superiour of all the Miffionaries, moved with 
Compotivg that ſa many Vineyards were ruined for. 
warit of Husbandmen, judged we might be more 
uſeful in the Countrey, He knew beſides what an 
averſion we had to a. Courtier's Life, which he might 
eaſily learn from our continual Complaints againſt it. 
' 'Theſe and ſeveral other Reaſons induced him to 
intreat the Emperor that he would not oppoſe it, 
and his Zeal inſpired him with ſuch effeftual Me- 
thods, that the good Prince at laſt conſented : Bar, 
ſaid he, ir ſhall be on condition we divide the Spoil 5 T'l 
rake two at your choice, and you ſhall diſpoſe of the other 
three ; What can you ſay againſt this, I quit you the 
better half? | | 
” We hadnot yet had the Honour to attend his Im- 
perial Majeſty, ' for the Formalities I laſt mentioned 
were to precede our Audience ;: But the Lipou had 


ſcarce delivered up their charge, when two Eunuchs 


came to the Colledge,to warn the Superiour, that he 
ſhonld attend with his Brethren in a Court of the 
Palace which was appointed, We were inſtructed 
ih the Ceremonies uſual on ſuch Occaſions, which was 
done with little trouble, being already balf lick'din- 
toa Chineſe Form. LL” 

© Firſtthen, We were carried in Chairs to the firſt 
Gate, whence we went on Foot through eight Courts 
of a prodigious length, buile round with Lodgings of 
different Architecture, but all very ordinary, except 
thoſe large ſquare Buildings over the Arches thro' 
which we paſſed from one Court to another. Thoſe 
indeed were ſtately, being of an extraordigary _— 
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neſs, and proportionable in breadth and heighth, 


and built with tair white Marble, but which was worn 
. rough thro' age. Thro'one of theſe Courts ran a ſmall 
Rivulet, over which were laid feveral little Bridges of 
the ſame Macble, but of a whiter Colour and better 
Workmantkhip. 

It were hard, Madam, to deſcend into Particulars, 
and give you a pleaſing Deſcription of that Palace, 
becauſe its Beauty does not conſiſt fo much in being 
compoled of fe: 2ral Curious Pieces of Architecture, 
as in a prodigious quantity of Buildings: and an in- 
finite number of adjoyning Courts and Gardens which 
are all regularly diſpoled, and in the whole make a 
a Palace really Great, and Worthy of the Monarch 
who inhabics it. 

The only thing which ſurpriſed me, and ſeemed 
ſingular in its kind, is the Emperors Throne. The 
beſt Deſcription of ic, which my Memory will af- 
ford me, is this: In the midſt of one of thole great 
Courts ſtands a ſquare Baſis or folid Building, of an 
extraordinary bigneſs, whoſe top is adorned with a 
Baluſtrade, much aftercur fafiion ; this ſupports ano- 
ther like unto it, but framed "Paper-wiſe, over which 
are placed three more, till !oofing in bulk as they 
gain in heighth, Upon the uppermoſt is built 
a large Hall, whoſe Roof being covered with gilt 
Tiles, is born by the four Walls, and as many 


rows of Varnithed Pillars, bztween which is ſeated | 


the Throne. 
Theſe vaſt Baſes, with their Baluſtrades made of 


white Marble, and thus diſpoſed Amphitheater-wiſe, 
when the Sun ſhines, dazle the Eyes of the Beholder, 
' with the Luſtre and Splendor of the Gold and Var- 

niſh, and afford a moſt heautiiul Proſpe&, eſpecial- 
ly ſiace they are piaced in the midft of a ſpacious 
Court, and ſurrounded by four ſtately rows of Build- 


ing : So *" gk its Beauty inhanced by the Orna- 
k | ments 
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ments of our Modern Archice&ure, and by that No- 


| ble Simplicity which is ſo much valued in our Build- 


ings, it would doubtleſs be as magnificent a Throne as 
ever was raiſed by Art. 
Aﬀer a quarter of an Hours walk, we at length 


| came to the Emperor's Apartment. The Entrance 


was not very ſplendid, buc the Anti-chamber was a- 
dorned with Sculptures, Gildings and Marble, whole 
Neatneſs and Workmanſhip were more valuablde than 
the Richneſs of the Stuff, As for the Preſence Cham- 


} ber, the ſecond Mourning not being over, it was 


ſtill diſrobed of all ies Ornaments, and could boaſt 
of none but the Sovereign's Perſon, who late after 
the Tartar's Cuſtom, on a Table or Sopha, raiſed 
three Feet from the Ground, and covered with a plain 
white Carpet, which took up the whole breadth of 
the Room. There lay by him ſome Books, Ink and 
Pencils; he was cloathed with a black Satin Veſt, 
furred with Sable; and a row of young Eunuchs 
plainly habited, and unarmed, ſtood on each Hand 
cloſe legged, and with their Arms extended down- 
wards along their ſides; which is looked upon there 
as the moſt reſpectiul Poſture. | 

In chat State, the moſt modeſt that even a Private 
Man could have appeared in, did he chuſe tobe ſeen 
y us, defiring we ſhould obſerve his Dutifulneſs to 


the Empreſs his departed Mother, and the Grief he 


conceived at her Death, rather: than the State and 
Grandeur he is uſually attended with. 

Being come to the Door, we haſtned with no little 
ſpeed (for ſach is the Cuſtom) till we came to the 
end of the Chamber oppoſice tothe Emperor. Then 
all abreaſt weftobd ſome time, inthe ſame Poſture the 
Eunuchs were in. 

Next we fell on our Knees, and having joynedour 
Hands, and lifted them up to our Heads, ſo that our 
Arms and Elbows were at the ſame height,we _— 
thrice 
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thrice to-the Ground, and then ftood again as before: 
The fame Proftration was repeated a ſecond time,and 
again a third,when we were ordered tocome forward, 
and kneel before his Majeſty. | 
\ The gracious Prince, whofs Condeſcention I can- 
not enongh admire, having enquired of us of the 
Grandeur and-prefent State of France, the Length 
and Dangersof our Voyage, and the Manner of our | 
Treatment by the Mandarins :, Well, faid he, ſee if t | 
ean add any new Favour to thoſe 1 have already conferred | 
wpon you. Is there any thing you would deſire of me? 
Jou may freely xk it. Wereturned him humbleThanks, 
and begg'd he would permit us, as a token of our fin- 
cere Gratitude, to lift up each day of our Lives our 
Hands to Heaven, to procureto his Royal Perſon,and 
to his Empire, the blefling of the 7TrueGod,who alone 
can make Princes really Happy. | 
_ He ſeemed well ſatisfied with our Anſwer, and 
permirted us to withdraw, which is performed with- 
out any Ceremony. The great Reſpe& and Dread 
which the Preſence of the moſt Potent Monarch in 
Afi inſpired us with, did not yet awe us fo far, but 
that we took a fall view of his Perſon. Indeed, 
leaſt our too great Freedom herein ſhould prove a 
Crime (for in what concerns the Emperor of Ch;- 
»z, the leaſt Miſtake is ſuch) 'we'had firſt obrainy 
his Leave. ry, F us. 
He was ſomething above the middle Stature, more 
Corpulent that what in Europe we reckon handſome; 
yet fomewhat more ſlender than a Chineſe would wiſh 
to be ; full Viſaged, Disfigured with the Small Pox, 
had abroad Fore head, little Eyes, 'and a ſmall Noſe 
after the Chineſe Faſhion ; his Mouth was well made, 
and the lower part of his Face very agreeable. In fine, 
tho? he bears nogreat Majeſty in his Looks, yet they | 
ſhew abundance of Good Nature, yethisWays &Aci- 
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on have ſomething of the Prince in them, and ſhew 
him to befuch. Ny | 

From his Apartment we went into another, where 

a Mandarine treated us with Tea, and preſented us 

as from the Emperor, with about a hundred Piſtols. 

The Gift ſeemed but Mean, conſidering whom it 

came from, but was very confiderable in reſpe& to 

the Cuſtom of China, where it is the Maxim of all 


| - Great Perſons to take as much, and give as little as 


they can. On the other hand heloaded us with Ho- 
nours, and ordered one of his Officers to wait.on us 
co our Houle. | 

I confeſs, Madam, that a Man muſt be wholly in- 
ſenſible to all the Concerns of this World, not to be 
moved with a ſecret Complacency , at the having 
ſuch reſpe& paid him by one of the mightieit Prin- 


| Ces inthe World. - But one muſt not judge of us-on 


that account, by what is uſual with the Men of this 
World, in the like Occaſions. - 

The trueſt Cauſe of the Pleaſure we receive from 
the Favour of Princes, is Self-Intereſft. Ir is well 
known, that their Careſles areever beneficial ; and a 


- Courtier would never be fe over-joyful at a kind 


Look or Expreflion from his King, if hedid not ex- 
pe& ſome more ſolid Bounties would follow : But as 


for us, whom our Vows and Miſſions forbid to have 


fuch hopes, we look unconcernedly on all this 
World; fo that that part of it can never move or 


-* EONCern us. - 


- It is true, God is ſometimes well pleaſed to ſee 


Religion reſpe&ed in the Perſons of his Miniſters 2 


He often uſes thoſe Methods to ſtrengthen the Faith of 
New Converts, who need ſuch Natural Supports ta 
fortifie them againſt Trials and Temptations ; nay, it 
breeds even/in,the Gentiles a Diſpoſition to embrace 
Chriſtianity. Theſe thoughts made us take more 


Delight in thoſe Tokens of the Emperor's Fayour ; 


or 
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or to ſpeak more properly, made us find them leſs 
diſagreeable. 

Your Highneſs is, perhaps, aſtoniſhed to ſee the 
Sovereign of an Idolatrous Nation, ſo openly coun- 
tenance our Religion, and would gladly know what 
Motives had induced him to ic. His Kindneſs for ſuch 
Strangers as we, proceeds, doubtleſs, from the great 
Eſteem he has long ſince had for the: Miffionaries at 
Pekin. Beſides the Commendation of their Learn- 
ing, he has always found them ſincere, honeſt, very 
zealous and Attectionate to him, ever ready to obey 
hisWill, where their Faich didinot i; hid them, Harm: 
lefs to a Degree, he never could give ov2r admiring, 
and ever deſirous to proclaim the True God. +. 
He is above all fo well perſwadzd, that this is 
the ſole End of all their Enterprizes, that he takes 
a ſecret Delight” in contributing to the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith, thinking he can no other way 
better Recoinpenſe theſe Fathers Earneſtneſs in 
his Service. | 

And fo Father Ye»bie#f, on his Death-Bed wrote a 
Letter to him, in part of which he thas expreſfled him- 
felf; Dread Sir, I die comtented, in that T have ſpent al- 
mot all my Life in your Majeſty's Service; But I beg your 
Majeſty will be pleaſed to remember when 1 am dead, that 
»y Only Aim, i what I did, was, to gain in the grea” 
teſt Monarch of the Eaſt, a Proteftor to the moſt Holy Re- 
ligion of the World. | 

Perhaps, Madam, you may have ſzen certain Li- 

bels (for I know not what to call them elfe) which 

repreſent our Society as a fort of Men poſſeſſed with 

Avarice and Ambition, who undertake theſe Long 

and Painful Travels, only 'to-enrich themſelves by a 

Sacrilegious and Scandalous Traffick.. Your High- 

neſs may expe that Calumny,(the inſeparable Com- | 

panion of a Spirit 'of Sedition and Herefie) not fa- 
tisfied with Pecſecuting our Religion in Exrope,ſhould 
come 
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come evento the utmoſt Parts of the World, to ſlan- 
der thoſe who endeavour to ſettle it there, as pure as 


. wereceived itfrom our Fore-fathers ; and you will 


not be ſorry to hear, how that very Idolatry 'which 
we deſtroy , cannot forbear witnefling our good In- 
tentions, and that if Chmma ſaw what Pictures are 
drawn here of her Miffionaries, ſhe would + ardly 
know them. But it is not before your Highneſs they 
need an Advocate. 

Among the ſeveral things which happened then at 
Pekin, nothing was more forrowful, and at oncemore 
Honourable to us, than the Funeral of Father Yer» 
bieſt, which his Imperial Majeſty had ordered to be 
put off cill the laſt Devoirs had heen paid che Empreſs 
Dowager, Father Thomas a Jeſuit has Deſcribed this 
Ceremony at large. Idare hope an Extract of what 
he has wrote will not be unwelcome to you, oth be- 
cauſe it will give you ſome infightintotheir Cuſtoms 
on the like Occaſions, and that you will thereby 
grow better acquainted wich a Man whom his Merit 
has made known to all the, World. Be pleaſed chen to 
accept of it as follows. | 
It ſeemed good to Divine Wiſdom, to take to 
himſelf from this Mortal Lite, Father FerdinandoVer- 
buſt, a Fleming, and to beſtow on him the Recom- 
pence of Saints. Our Miffionaries Affliction cannot 
eaſily be expreſſed, but much harder would it be 
to reckon by how miny Exemplary Vertues, and 
Conſiderable Services he has mericed their Eſteem 
and Gratitude. Are 

Beſides ſeveral other good Qualities, the Greatnelfs 
of his Soul is particularly to be admired, which has 
never failed him-in the moſt Cruel Perfecutions, ſo 
that he was ever. Triumphant over the Enemies of 
the Faith. The Survey of the Mathematicks was at 
firſt proffered him, which Dignity he accepted of, 
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in hopes.it would enable him to ſet on foot our Mifli- 
ons, which were then wholly. laid aſide. T7 

He obtained a Toleration for Evangelical Paſtors, 
who after a long Baniſhment, had their Chur. 
ches reſtored -them. He ſtifled fome Perſecuti- 
ons in their Birth, and others he. prevented , 


which threatned the tender Flocks. The Mandarin; Þ - 
no ſooner knew him, but they had a reſpe& for Þ | 
him ; and the Emperor entertained ſo good an O. Þ - 


pinion of his Capacity, that he kept him above a 


quarter of a Year near his Perſon, and during that | 


time, ſpent threeor four Hours every day with him 
in private, diſcourſing of ſeveral Sciences} eſpecially 
Mathematicks. Bog? 

In theſe Converſations, our Zealous Miſſionary en- 
deavoured to bring him intoa Liking of our Religi- 
on: He would explain to him its moſt ſtupendious 
Myſteries, and made him obſerve its Holineſs, its 
Truth and Neceflity ; infomuch, that the Emperor 
ffruck with his powerful Arguments, often owned, 
that be believed a God : His Majeſty aſſured him of it, 
by a Writing under his own Hand, wherein he ſaid, 
among other things, That ali the Religions of his Empire 
feemed to him V ain and Superſtitions, that the Idols were 
wothing, and that he foreſaw Chriſtianity would one day 
be built on their Ruins. A Chineſe Doctor having in one 
of his Books taken the liberty to place the Chriſtian 
Religion among the ſeveral Hereſies China was infet- 
ed with ; theEmperor upon the Father's Complaint, 
ftruck out thoſe Lines himſelf, celling him the whole 
Empire ſhould know what he had done, 

Father Yerbieſt's Intereſt was ſuch, that at his In- 
ſtigation the old Inſtraments which ſtood on the 
Platform of the Obſervatary were pulled down, to 
make raom for new. ones of his Contriving. He 

ave Directions for the Caſting of Braſs Guns, which 
Laved the States from Ruine. He applied m—_— w 
yer 
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ſeveral other Works, to ſerve che Publick, or ſatisfy 
the Emperor's Curioſity ; and ons may ſay, that on 
this Iaft Account, he has ſearched into the moſt rare 
and ingenious Inventions, 'that Arts and Sciences 
have ever offered us. | | 

- . The whole Court looked upon him as the Wiſeſt 
Man of his Age, but above all, was charmed with 


| his Modeſty, Ir is true, no Man ever was more 
Mild and Tracable than he ; humbling himſelf be- 


fore every one, while every one ſtrove to exalt him : 


| Inſenſible to all the Things of this World, except 


where Religion was concerned ; for then he was no 
more the ſame Man, and as tho he had heen animated 
by a new Spirit, his Looks, his Words, his Actions, 
all were Great, and becoming a Chriſtian Hero. The 
very Emperor dreaded him at ſuch times, and was 
not eaſily perſwaded to admit him into his Preſence 
He will fly out, would he ſay, into ſome Undecency, 
which T muſs be forced, tho' unwillingly, to reſent. 

This Holy Boldneſs proceeded from a lively Faith, 
and a great Confidence in God. He deſpaired of 
nothing, though humanly impoflible ; and would 
often ſay, We muſt never forget Two of the Chief Max- 
ims of Chriftian Morality : Firſt, That let our Projefs 
be never ſo well laid, they will certainly fall, if God leawes 
ws to our own Wiſdom. Secondly, that it were in vain 
the whole Univerſe ſhould arm it ſelf to deſtroy the Work 
of God ; nothing z powerful againſt the Almighty, and 
every thing proſpers that Heaven approves of. So:he ne- 
ver entered on any Enterpriſe without imploring its 
Help, tho' however helefc no Means uncried that Rea- 
ſon and Chriſtian Prudence offered him. 

Thus did his Zeal each Day increaſe in Strength 
and Purity : the Eftabliſhment of our Paith wholly 
employed his Thoughts, and whatever Occupation 
elſe he was pat upon, proved a Torment to him. 
He ayoided all idle Viſits and Converfations,and could 
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not endure to fee People ſtudy only for. Curioſities 
fake: he never ſo much as read the News that came 
from Europe, which at ſuch a Diſtance we are uſbally 
fo greedy of ; only he would hear the Chief Heads, 
provided you would ſpeak them in a fow Words; He 
would ſpend whole Days and Nights in writing Let- 
ters of Conlolation, Inſtruftion or Recommendation 
for the Miflionaries; in compoſing divers Works for 
the Emperor or Chief Lords at his Court; and in 
compiling the Kalendar, calculating with an indefa- 
_ Induſtry, the Motion of the Stars for every 
car. 

This and zhe Care of all the Churches, fo impaired 
his Strength, that in ſpight of the Strength of his 
Conſtitution, he fell at laſt into a kind of Conſump. 
tion, which yet did not hinder his framing great 
Defigns for the Advancement of his Religion. He 
had taken ſuch exa&t Meaſures for the ſetling of itin 
the moſt ftemote Parts of China, in the Eaſtern Tar» 
fary, and evervin the Kingdom of Kowia ; that nothing 
but his Death could have prevented the execution of 
fo well contriv'd a Proje&. 

Nor is his Character as a Private Perſon leſs illuſtri- 
ous. For at his firſt Admittance into our Order he 
was a true Monk, ſtri& in the Performance of its 
Rules, very obſervant to his Superiours, and loving. 
Study and Retirement above all things which he per- 
ſiſted .in, even among the multitude of Buſineſs, in 
the midſt of which he would be as ſedate as a Her- 
mit it\ his Cell. 

His Conſcience was nice to Extremity, ſo that no 
Man could take more care than he did to be always 
'ready to make his Appearance before him who can 
eſpy Faults even in Saints and Angels. To preſerve 
his Innocence, he never went out without a ſevere 
Cilice or an Iron Chain, and uſed to ſay, It was a 


Shame for a Jeſuit to be clothed in Silks, and in the 
= Livery 
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Livery of the World, and not to wear-the Livery of 


Chriſt, | | 

His Soul was naturally great, and when others Ne- 
ceflities wanted a Snpply, his Charity was boundleſs. 
But he was hard-hearted to himſelf, courting Pover- 
ty even in wrong © to that Degree, that the Emperor, 
who took great Notice of him, often ſent him Stuff 
with expreſs Orders to wear it, and be more ſumptu- 
ous in his Apparel. His Bed, Table, and Furniture 
were indeed too mean for a Mandarine ; but he ever 
preferred his Station in the Church before that in the 
State. He has often proteſted, he would never have 
accepted of that Office, had he not hoped by ſeem- 
ing to the Gentiles the Head of the Chriſtians, to 
have thereby born all their Envy, and been the moſt 
expoſed to their Malice, and the firſt ſacrificed in 
caſe of Perſecution. | 

This Hope made him be ſatisfied with his Condi- 


tion, and his Writings expreſled ſuch an ardent Deſire 


of dying for Feſas Chri/#, that nothing but Martyrdom 
was wanting to his being a Martyr; yet he might in 
ſome Meaſure be reckon'd ſuch, fince he begged it of 
God with that groaning of Spirit, which is a conti- 
nual Suffering to thoſe that cannet obtain it, Reckox 
me, O Lord, did he often cry out, among thoſe who have 
deſired, but never conld ſhed their Blood for thee, T bave, 


' indeed, neither their Innocency, their Vertue, nor their Cou- 


rage,but thou may [+ apply their Merits to me, and (which 
will make me much more gpreeable in thy ſight) thou canſs 
cloath me with thine own. Under that Veil of thine Infi- 
nite Mercy, I dare offer my Life as a Sacrifice to thee, 1 
have been ſo happy as to confeſs thy Holy Name among the 


People, at Court, before the Tribunals under the Weight of 


trons, and in the Darkneſs of Priſons, but what will this 


| Confeſſion avail me, unleſs ſigned with my Blood ? 


Full of theſe exalted Thoughts, and already Ripe 


for Heaven, by the Pradiſe of every Chriſtian Ver- 
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tue, he was fſeiz'd with a Sickneſs of which he died. 
It began with a Faintneſs and an univerſal Decay of 
Nature, which grew into a Conſumption. The Em- 

ror's Phyſicians kept him up ſome time with the 
help of Phyſick, eſpecially Cordials, in which the 
Chineſe have a wonderful Succeſs 5; but his Fever in- 
creaſing, Art at length was forced to yield to Nature. 
He received the Sacraments with a Zeal that infla- 
med all that were preſent; and when he yielded 
up the Ghoſt, they were equally ſtruck with Devoti- 
on and Sorrow. | 

The Emperor, who the Day before had loſt the 
Empreſs his Mother, felt a double Grief when he heard 
theNews. He ordered the Burial to be put off till 
the Court went out of Deep Mourning ; and then 


he ſent Two Lords of the higheſt Quality to pay him 


on his behalf the ſame Devoirs which Private Men 
uſually pay to their Dead. They kneeled before the 
Coffin, which was expoſed in a Hall, bowed ſeveral 
times, remaining along while with their Faces to the 
Ground, and wept and groaned heavily, ior that is 
the Cuſtom. Then after thoſe,and ſeveral other Ex- 
preitions of their Sorrow, they read aloud his Enco- 
mium, which the Emperor himſelf had compoſed, and 
which was to be ſet up near the Corpſ-. It runs thus: 

We ſeriouſly confider within our ſelves, that Father Fer- 
dinando Verbieſt, has of bz own good Will, left Enrope 
to come into our Dominions, and has ſpent the pgreateſ# part 
of. bis Life-.in our Service; we- muſt. ſay this for him, 
That during all the time that he took Care of the Mathemas» 
ticks, his Predifions never failed, but always agreed with 
the Motions of the Heavens. Beſides, far from neglecting 
our Orders, he has ever approved himſelf Exa&, Diligent, 
Faithful, Unalterable, and conſtant in bus Labour, till he 
bad fmniſned his Work. 4s ſoon as we heard of his Sicks 
neſs, we ſent hizz.gar Phyſician, and when we knew that 
a dead Slep had taken him away from mn, our Heart 28 
| Es wounded 
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wounded with @ lively Grief. We give Two Hundred Gol- 
den Crowns, and ſome Pieces of Silk, as a Contribution to 
the Charges of hs Funeral : And it is our Pleaſure, that 
this Declaration bear Witneſs of the ſincere Aﬀetion we 
bore him. | 

' The Prime Mandarins and ſeveral Lords at Court 
followed their Sovereign's Example. Some wrote 
Speeches in his Praife on large pieces of Sattin, which 
were bung up in the Hall where the Body lay in 
State 5 others fent in P:efents, and all mourned for 
his Loſs. At length the Day for his Funeral, being 
apreed upon, which was the 11th of March 1588, 
every body was willing to contribute ſomething to- 
wards the Ceremony. 

The Emperor in the Morning ſent his Father-in- 

law, who is alio his Uncle, with one of the Chief, 
Lords of his Court, attended by a Gzntleman of the 
Bed-chamber, and Five Officers of his Houſhold, to 
repreſent his Perſon 53 who all began by falling down. 
before the Corpſe, ard wept a pretty while; during 
which, all things were diſpoſed for the Proceflion. 
'* The Colledge is ſituated near the South Gate, 
whence you go to the North Gate, by a Street built 
in a ſtrait Line, about a Hundred Foot broad, and a 
League long, which toward the, middle is croffed by 
another exactly like it, oneend of which leads tothe 
Weſtern Gate, being within Six Hundred Paces of 
our Burying Place, which the Emperor Yayl; former- 
ly beſtowed on Fathzr Ricci, but was taken away du- 
ring the late Perſecution, and not reſtored till now 
by a ſpecial Favour from the preſent Emperor. Thro? 
theſe:T'wo Streets the Funeral paſſed, in the follow- 
ing Order. 

Firſt came a Trophy Thirty Foot high, varniſhed 
over with Red, on which was written in large Gol- 
den CharaQers, the Name and Titles of Father Yer- 

peſt. This was, as it were, the fore-runner of the 
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enſuing Pomp, which began with a great Groſs, hung 
with Flags, and carried between Two Rows of Chri- 
ftians, all cloathed in White, holding in one Hand a 


lighted Taper, and in the other a Handkerchief to 


wipe off their Tears, The Gentilesare uſed on ſuch 
Solemnities to ſhed feigned Tears; but the Chriſti- 
ans Loſs made them ſhed real ones. Next, ſome Ci- 
ſtance off, followed in the ſame Order the Picture 
of the Virgin Mary, in a Frame, round which were 
pieces af Silk neatly plated inſeveral manners, inſtead 
of Carving; and then St. Michael's Repreſentation 


was born with the like Ceremonies. And I may fay, 


that the Chriſtians who walked on either ſide, de- 
voutly praying, inſpired even the Heathen with a 
Veneration for thoſe precious Tokens of our Faith. 
Immediately after came the Father's Encomium, 
of the Emperor's own Compoſing, written on a 
large piece of yellow Satin; a Crowd of Chriſtians 
ſurrounded it, and Two Rows of thoſe who had 
been invited, followed it in a Reſpetful Manner. At 
length appeared the Corpſe, in a Coffin made of ors 
dinary Wood, but varniſhed and gilt after the man. 
ner of the Country, carried by Sixty Bearers, and 
attended by the Miffionaries, the Deputies from 
Court, and a Throng of Lords and Mandarins, who 
cloſed up the Proceflion. It took up above a Thou- 


ſand Paces, the Streets all the way were lined by ag 
infinite Number of SpeQatars, who with amazernent 


beheld our Chriſtian Rites Triumphing, even in their 
Capital City, over Pagan Superſtition. 

When we were cgme to the Burying Place, thg 
Miffionaries in their Surplices read the Prayers of the 
Church before the Mandarinss The Body was be: 


ſprinkled with Holy Water, and perfumed with In- 


cenſe in the uſual manner; then it was let down into 
a very deep ſquare Vault, encloſed with Four good 
Brick Walls. It was like a Chamber under Ground 
Pricey V4. - a+ aaa” - 
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and in the Scripture Phraſe became to him an Ever- 
lafting. Habitation. Having pray'd near it ſome time, 
we remain'd on,our Knees to hear what the Empe- 
ror's Father-in-law had to fay to us ; which was this: 
Father Verbieſt bas been conſiderably ſerviceable to the 
Emperor and the State 5 of which ba Imperial Majeſty 
being ſenſible, has ſent me with theſe Lords ts make a Pub- 
lick Acknowledgment of it on hs behalf, that all" the 
World may know the ſingular Aﬀedtion his Majeſty did 
ever bear him while he lived, and the great Grief he - 


' bag received by ba Death. 


We were ſo moved with the diſmal Ceremony, 
the Chriſtians continual Lamentations, our own great 


'Lofs, and the Emperor's ſurpriſing Bounty, that we 


were not able toreply. Every one melted into Tears ; 
but that Prince, who expetted another Anſwer from 
us, was obliged to preſs us for it, when at length, 
Father Pereva thus ſpoke on our Behalf: Ay Lord, 
or Anguiſh was not ſo much the cauſe of our Silence, as the 


| Emperor's unparallel'd Goodneſs ; for what can we ſay or 


think, when we conſ1der that ſo great a Monarch uſes ws 
mbo are Strangers, Unknown, Uſeleſs, and perbaps trou- 
bleforn to him, as if we had the Honour to be in ha Service? 
Were we his Children he could not love ws more ; he takes 
care of owr Health, of our Reputation, of our Life: He 
bonours our very Death not only with bas Elogies, his Li- 
brrality, the Preſence of the mof# noble Lords of his Court, 
but (wbich never can enough be prized) by his Grief, 


What Return, my Lord, can we then make, not to ſay to 


all bis Favours, but to that alowe which your Highneſs 
has been pleaſed to deliver ? We will only bumbly beg your 
Grece would acquaint bs Majeſty, that we Weep that our 
Tears may ſhew the Greatneſs of our Sorrow, but that we 
remain ſilent, becauſe we can find no Words ſufficient to 

expreſs our Gratitude. 
The Emperor was informed of what had paſſed, 
"SG 4 and 


$52 The Manner of 'our Reception, &c: 
©" IO and ſome Days after the * Chief 
toltir Biltodee of Court of Rites, preſented a Periti- 
evalds. | on, 'That his Majeſty would ſuffer 
them to Decree ſome new Honours 
to that illuſtrious Father's Memory. The Emperor 
not only granted it, but wiiled them to conſider that 
a Strariger of ſo extraordinary a Merit, was not to 
be look'd upon as an ordinary Mah. In the yery firſt 
Meeting | they ordered Seven Hundred Golden 
. Crowns ſhould be laid out on a Tomb for him, and 
the Encomium which the Emperor had wrote,ſhould 
be ingraved on a Marble Stone, and that ſome Mar- 
darins ſhould be once more deputed to pay him their 
laſt Devoirs in behalf of the Empire. Thenthey dig- 
. nified him, that is, gave him a higher Title than any 
he had enjoyed during his Life. - "163432308 
While the Emperor was paying him Honour on 
Earth, *che Holy Father, no doubt, prayed for him 
in Heaven : For it is very obſervable, that that Prince} 
never was more inquiſitive about Religion, than at 
that time. He feat one of his Gentlemen every Mt 
nute to the Fathers, to inquire about the Condition 
of Souls in the other World, about Heaven, Hell; 
Purgatory, the Exiitence of a God, his Providence, 
and the means neceſſary to Salvation: So that God 
ſeemed to move his Heart after an extraordinary Man- 
ner, and to affe& it with that Anxiety which uſually 
precedes 'our Converſion. But that happy Moment 
was not yet come. However, who knows 'but Fa- 
ther Yerbieſ#s Prayers, and the Care of ſeveral zea- 
lous Miffionaries who have ſucceeded him, may ha- 
ſten the Execution of 'thoſe Deiigns which Provi- 
dence ſeems to have on that great Prince? Iam moſt 
reſpettully, Madam, | Woah, | 
| = Your Highneſſes moſt bumble, 
.. #50;# ogedient Servant, 
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CEITER ME 


| Tobi Highneſs theCardinal of Furſtemberg, 


Of the Cities, Houſes, ' and Chief Buildings | 
cop rw WE IS | 


My Lord, 
1 MONG the ſeveral Empires into which the 


World has hitherto been divided,that of Chz- 
that a Prince cannot be wholly ignorant of what con- 


na has ever obtained ſo conſiderable a Place, 


cerns it, without neglecting a point of Knowledge:ne- 


ceſſary for thoſe in his Place and Condition. 
This, 24y Lord, was, no doubt, the Motive that 
induced your Highneſs to inquire fo particularly into 


the State of that Country, and to defire an exa&t Ac- 


count of the Number and Bigneſs of its Cities, the 
Multitude of its Inhabitants, the Beauty of its Publick 
Buildings, and Figure of its Palaces. 

- By this it plainly appears that the vaſt Genizs you 
have for Buſineſs, does in no wiſe leflen the Acute- 
neſs of your Judgment in the fublimeſt Arts, and e- 
Ipecially in Archite&ure, of which, the moſt Excel- 
lent Works raiſe by your DireQions at Modave, Sa- 
werne, Berni, St, Germans, and above all in the famous 
Cathedral of Stra5bourg, are fo many inſtances. 

It having been my Buſineſs to run over all China, 
where in Five Years time I have travelled above Two 
Thouſand Leagues, I can perhaps fatisfie your High- 
neſs with more eaſe than any one beſides. I ſhall 
therefore preſent you with a Deſcription of what 
ſeemed to me moſt remarkable. 

' Pekin, that is the North-Court, is the Chief City 
of China, and the uſual Seat of its Emperors. -_ 
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' ſonamed to diſtinguiſh it from Nankir, the South- 
Court, another very gonfiderable City, fa called from 
the Emperor's Reſiding there in former Apes, it be- 
ing the fineſt, the moſt commadious and beſt ſituated 
of the whole Empire ; but the continual Incurſions 
of the Tartars, a Warlike and very Troubleſame 
Neighbour, gbliged him to ſettle in the moſt Norther- 
ly Provinces, that he might be always ready to op- 
poſe them, with the numerous Army he uſually keeps 
near his Court. | 
Pekin was the Place fixed upon, being ſituate'in 
the goth Degreeof Northern Latitude, in a very Fer- 
tile Plain, and not far from the Long Wall. Its 
Neighbourhood to the Sea on the Eaſt, and the great 
Canal on the South, afford it a Communication with 
ſeveral fine Provinces, from which it draws moſt 
of its Subſiſtence. | 
Fhis City, which is of an exact Square Form, was 
formerly Four long Leagues round, but the Tartars 
ſettling there, forced the Chineſe to live without the 
Walls, where they in a very ſhort while built a new 
Town, which taking a greater Compaſs in length 
than Breadth, does with the old one compoſe an ir- 
\ regular figure. Thus Pekin is made up of Two Ci- 
ties;” one is called the Tartar's, becauſe they permit 
none elſe to inhabit it 5 and the other the Chineſe, as 
large, but much more inhabited than the other. 
Both together are Six great Leagues. in Circuit, al- 
lowing. 3600 Paces ta each League. This I can aver 
| to be true, it having been meaſured by the Emperor's 
0 ſpecial Command. - | 
| This, My Lord, will ſeem ſtrange to thoſe who 
are acquainted with Europe only, and think Pars the 
Largeſt,as it is doubtleſs the Fineft City in the World 3 
yet the Difference between them is great, Parg, ac- 
cording to the Draught Mr. - Rlondel} has made, by 
Ocder from our Magiſtrates, on the Account of 3 
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Deſign they have to ſurround it with new Walls, con- 
tains in its greateſt length but 250e | 

Paces, and * conſequently, tho we * In the Draught 
fhould ſuppoſe it ſquare, would be the Lengih does mor 
but. x0000 Paces round ; ſo we Proportion Ka its 
ſhould find it half as big as the Tar- Circuit. 


tars Town alone, and but a quar- , 


ter as large as all Pekin. - | 

But then if one reflects that their Houſes are gene- 
rally but one Story high, and ours, one with another, 
are Four,it will appear,that Pekiz has not more Lodg- 
ings than Paris, but rather leſs, becauſe its Streets are 


'much wider, beſides the Emperor's Palace, which is 


of a vaſt extent, is not half inhabited, and there are 
Magazines of Rice for the ſuſtenance of above 200000 
Men ; again there are large Courts filled with little 
Houſes, in which thoſe who ſtand for their Door's 
Degree are examined ; which alone would make a 
very big City. 


' Yet we muſt not conclude from hence, that there 
are at Paris and Pek;n the like Number of Inhabitants; 


for the Chineſe are very cloſe together in their Dwel- 
lings, ſo that Twenty or more of them will lie in as 
little Room as Ten with us ; and it muſt needs beſo, 


ſincethe Mylcitude of Peaple in the Streets is fo great, 
that one is frightned at it 5 it beipg ſuch that Perſons 


, of Quality have always a Horſe-man going before 


them, to make way.. Even the wideſt Streets are 
not Iree from Confuſion ; and at the fight of fo many 
Horſes, Mules, Camels, Wagons, Chairs, and Rings . 
of 100 or 200 Perſons, who gather here and there 
round the Fortune-Tellefs, one would judge that 
owe vakial Shew had drawn the whole Country to 
'4 

Indeed, tooutward Appearance our moſt populous 
Cities are. Wilderneſles in reſpec of this, eſpecially 
it we conſider that there are more Women than Men, 

| ant 
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and yet in theſe great Crouds, you ſhall rarely ſee a 
Woman. This I ſuppoſe has made ſome People think 
both Cities might contain Six or Seven Millions of 
Souls, which was a great Miſtake. By the follow- 
ing Refleftions it will, perhaps, appear that one muſt 
not always gueſs at the Number of Inhabitants in a 
Place by the Crowds that are feen in it, 

_ Firſt, From all the Neighbouring Towns a Multi- 
tude of Peaſants daily flock to Pekin, with ſeveral uſe- 
ful and neceflary Commodities ; now no River co- 
ming up to the City, theſe muſt be brought by Land, | 
which increaſes the Number of Carters, Wagons, 
Camels, and other Beaſts of Burthen. So that Morn- 
ing and Night, at the opening or ſhatting of the 
Gates, there are ſuch Throngs of People going in or 
out, that you muſt wait a long while before you can 
get by ; wherefore you mult not eſteerall you meer 
Citizens, _— 

Secondly, Moſt Artificers in China work in their 
Cuſtomers Houſes; as for Example, If I want a Suit, 
my Taylor comes in the Morning to my Lodging, » 
where he Works all Day, and at Night returns home 
and ſo the reſt. Theſe are continually about, looking 
out for Buſineſs, even the Smiths carry with them 
their Anvil, their Furnace, and other Implements for 
their ordinary uſe.This helps to increaſe theMultitude. 

. Thirdly, All Perſons, eſpecially thoſe of any note; 

_ never go abroad but on Horſe-back or in Chairs, with 
a numerous Train. If at-Paris all Officers,Gentlemen, 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, and wealthy Citizens were al- 
ways thus attended, the Streets would not be fo open. 

In the Fourth Place, When a Mandarine goes any 
where, all his Inferior Officers follow himin all their 
Formalities, ſo that they form a kind of Proceflion. 
The Lords at Court, and Princes of the Blood,never 
are without.a great Guard of Horſe, and being ne- 
ceſlitated co go almaſt every Day to Court, their ve- 


i 
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ry Equipage is ſufficiently cumberſome to the City. 

Ic is evident that theſe Cuftoms which are peculiar 
to China,do very much increaſe theThrong,andit mult 
not be wondred at, that the City ſhould ſeem much 
more populous than it really is : And what mult con- 
vince us, is, That, as I have ſhewn, there is more 
room for Inhabitants in Paris than in Pekiy, Where- 
fore tho' it be granted that 'Twenty or Five and 
Twenty Perſons lodge there in as little Compaſs as 
Ten do at Pekin; yet Pekin will be found to contain 
near Twice as many as Pars does, and I think I fhall 
not be very wide of the Truth, if I allow it Two 
Millions of Inhabitants. - | 

I have been ſomething prolix upon this Point, be 
cauſe I find it but ſlightly enquired into by moſt Hi- 
ſtorians. Nothing is more deceitful than Number at 
firſt fight. We think upon a view of the Sky, that 
the Stars are numberleſs, and when told, are furpri- 
ſed to find they are ſo few. To ſee an Army of a Hun- 
dred Thoufand Men in the Field, you would Imagine 
all the World were there ; and even thoſe who are u- 
ſed to ſuch a ſight, are apt to miſtake if they are 
not aware. | 
| Itis good to examine every thing our ſelves, eſpe- 
cially in China, where they never reckon but by Mil- 
lions; and tho? in theſe Caſes one cannot be fo very 
exact, it is not impoſſible to come ſo near the Truth 
as to ſatisfie any curious Inquirer. | 

Almoſt all the Streets are built in a dire& Line, the 
greateſt being about a Hundred and Twenty Foot 
broad, and a good League long, and the Shops where 
they ſell Silks and China-ware, which generally take 
up the whole Street, make a very agreeable Perſpe- 
tive. The Chineſe have a Cuſtom which adds to the 
Beauty of their Streets. Each Shop-keeper puts out 
before his Houſe, on a little kind of Pedeſtal, a Board 


| Twenty or Two and Twenty Foot high,painted,var- 


niſhed 


> 
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niſhed, and ofcen gilt, on which are written in largy 
Characers, the Names of the ſeveral Commodities he 
fells. Theſe kind of Pilaſters, thus placed on each ſide 
of the Street, and almoſt at an'equal Diſtance from 
each other, make a pretty odd Show. This is uſud 
in almoſt all the Cities of China, and I have in fome 


Places ſeen fo very neat ones, that one would think 


they had deſigned to make a Stage of the Street. 
Twothings however detra& much fromtheir Beau: 
ty- The firſt, that the Houſes are not proportion: 
able, being neither well built nor high enough. The 
fecond, that they are always peſter'd with Mud or 
Duſt. That Country, ſo well regulated in every 
thing elſe, is very deficient in this: Both Winter and 
Summer are equally troubleſome to thoſe that walk 
abroad, and therefore are Horſes and Chairs ſo much 
In requeſt : For the Dirt ſpoils the ſilken Boots which 
they wear there; and the Duſt ſticks to their Cloathes 
eſpecially if chey are made of Sattin,which they have 
a way of oyling, to give it the more Luſtre. There 
is ſo much Duſt raiſed by the Multitude of Horſes, 
that the City is always covered with a Cloud of it, 
which gets into the Houſes, and makes its way into 


the cloſeſt Cloſets, fo that take what care you will, 


your Goods will ever be full of it. They ſtrive to 
allay ic by a continual -beſprinkling the Streers with 
Water, but there is ſtill fo much leſt, as is very offen- 
live, both as to Cleanlineſs and Health. 

Of all the Building this mighty City conſiſts in, 
the only remarkable one is the Imperial Palace,which 
I have already deſcribed to your Highneſs. I ſhall 
only add, to give you a more exadt Notion of it, that 
ic not only includes the Emperor's Houſe and Gar- 
dens, bur alſo a lictle Town inhabited by the Officers 
at Court, and a great Number of Artificers who are 
employed and kept by the-Emperor ; for none but 


the Eunuchs lie in.the inner Palace, The __ 
own 
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Town is defended by a very good Wall without, and 
divided from the Emperor's Houſe by one of lefs 
Grongen. All the Houſes are very low and ill con- 
trived, far worſe than thoſe in the Tartars City ; fo 
that the Quality of its Inhabitangs, and che Conve- 
niency of being near the Court, are the only things 
that it is commendable for. 

The inner Palace is made up of Nine vaſt Courts, 
buile in_ one Line, in length, for I comprehend not 
thoſe an the Wings, where are the Kitchin, Stables, 
and other Offices. The Arches thro' which you go 
from one to another are of Marbl-, and over each 
there ſtands a large ſquare Gorbick Building ; che 
Roof looks odd, but yet handſom ; for the ends of 
the Joyces are continued beyond the Wall in man- 
ner of a Cornice, which at a diſtance looks very 
neat. The ſides of each Court are cloſed by leffer 
Apartments or Galleries ; but when you come to the 
Emperor's Lodgings, there, indeed, the Porrico's ſup» 
ported by ſtately Pillars, the whice Marble-ſteps by 
which you aſcend to the inward Halls, the gilt Roots, 
the Carved-work, Varniſh, Gilding and Painting,they 
are adorned with,. the Floors made of Marble or 
Porcelain, but chiefly the great number of different 
Pieces of Architecture of which they confiſt,dazle the 

olders Eye, and truly look great,- becoming the 
2 of ſo great a Monarch. But ftill, the im- 
perte&t Notion the Chineſe have of all kind of Arts, is 
betrayed by the unpardonable Faults they are guilty 
of, The Apartments are ill contrived, the Orna- 
ments irregular, there wants that Uniformity in 
which conſiſts the Beauty and Conveniency of our 
Palaces. In a Word, there is as it were, Deformity 
in the whole, . which renders it very unpleaſing to 
Foreigners, and muſt needs offend any one that has 
the leaſt Notion of true Architecture. _ | 

Some Relations, however, cry it up as Arts _ 

ET 
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ſter-piece : The Reaſon is, 'hecauſe the Miffiotyaries 
who wrote them, had never'ſeen any: thing beyond 
it, or elſe long uſe has accuſtomed them to-it; for it. 
is obſervable, chat ler us diſſike a thing never ſo;Time' 
will-at length make it ſupportable. Our Fancy ha-' 
' bituates it felf to any fight, *and therefore'an European, 
that has ſpent Twenty or Thirty Yearsin China, Gan' 
ſeldom give fo good a Judgmene of it, ' as 'he that 
juſt comes in and views it. As'the true Accent of a 
. Language is often loft among choſe who pronounce: 
itill, ſo the Sharpneſs of a Man's Judgment is blunt- 
ed by converſihg with thoſe who have none. + 

The Guards placed in the Gates ayd Avenues of 
the Palace have no other Arms but their Scymirers, and 
are not fo numerous as I at firſtimagined'; but there 
is a Multitude of Lords and Mandarins, conſtantly 
attending at the uſual time of Audience. Former- 
ly the whole Palace was inhabited by Eunuchs, whoſe 
Power and Inſfolence was grown to ſuch a pitch, that 
they became an inſupportable Grievance to the Prin- 
ces of the Empire © but the latter Emperors of Chma, 
eſpecially thoſe deſcended from Tartary, have fo 
humbled them, that they are at preſent very incon+ 
fiderable. The youngeſt ſerve as Pages, the'other 
are put to. the vileſt Employments, their Task being 
to ſweep the Rooms and keep them clean ; they are 
ſeverely puniſhed by their Overſeers, who never paſs 
by the leaft'Fault. Is B+ 

The Number of the Emperor's Wives or Concu- 
bines is not eaſily known, it being very great and ne- 
ver fixed They never were ſeen by any one but 
himſelf, and ſcarce ducft a Man inquire abott them: 

They are all Maidens of Quality, which'the Mania- 

rins or Governors of the Provinces chooſe, and as 
ſoon as they are entered the Palace, they have no far- 
ther Correſpondency with their Friends, no not with 


their very Fathers.This forced and perpetual —_— 
or 
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(for moſt of them are never taken Notice of by the 
Emperor) together with the Intreagues chey ſet on 
work to get- into his Favour and the Jealouſie they 
have of one another, which wracks them with Su- 
ſpicions, Envy and Hate, makes the moſt part of them 
very. miſerable. Among thoſe. who are fo happy as 
to gain their Princes Approbation, Three are choſen 
which bear the Title of Queens. Theſe are.in afar 
higher Degree of Honour than the reſt, having each 
their Lodgings, their Court, their Ladies of Honour, 
and other Female Attendants. | 
Nothing is waning that can contribute to their 
Diverſion. Their Furniture.Cloaths, Attendance is all 
Rich and Magnificent : It i5true,. all their Happineſs 


_ conſiſts in pleaſing their Lord, for no Buſineſsof any 


Conſequence comes to their Knowledge ; and as they 
do not afliſt the State with their Counſels, ſo they do 
notdiſturb it with their Ambition. _ | | 

The Chineſe differ yery much from us in that Point; 
They ſay Heaven . has endued Women with Good 
Nature, Modeſty, and Innocence, that they might 
hook after their Families, and take care of their Chil- 
drens Education:z but that Men are born wich 
ſtrength of Body and Mind, wich Wit and Generoſi- 
ty,. to Govern and Rule the World. They are aſto- 
niſhed when, we tell them, that with us the Scepter 
often falls into a Princeſſes Hands, and often ſay by 
way of Jeſt, 7hat Europe « the Ladies Kingdom. 

'hus, 24y Lord, I have given yau a true but gene- 
ral Account of the Emperor of China's Palace, fo 
much boaſted of by Hiſtorians, becauſe perhaps in 
all Pekin they meet not with any worth their Notice : 


| For indeed all beſides are ſo mean, that it would be 


an abuſe to our Langnage to give-che Ticleof Palace 
fotheir Noblemens Houſes. They are but one Story 
high, asare all thereſt 5 cho', 1 confeſs, the great 
number of Lodgings for _ ves and their _ 
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oes make ſome amends for their want of Beauty 
arid Maghificence. ''Not but that the Chineſe are as 
as as atly Nation, inlove' with looking great an 
PoE high, but the Cuſtom of the Country, an 
the the riger of being taken notice of, isa Curbtg thejr 
Inetnxions. © 
"While T was 2 bl one of the Chief Merten 
a think Hte'was'a Þr ice ) had built him a_ Hat 
ſomherfiing more lofty and ftately than the reſt ; % 
was Tmiputed tohim as a Crime ,and thoſe whoſe Pro- 
vince'fr was, accuſe him before t Eero, Jin 
much that the Mandarine, fearful of the Eve - 
kddown his Houfs white the Bafinels was un er x 
thinarion , Before Senrenice was given, , This way 
eemed good Policy in the eſtabliſhment of the 
-_ Msnarchies 5 and Toyld the Romans but 
eeverobferved it, they would have. been perhaps 
pe Dpowerkit in Tr \ asthe Chineſeare in 4fia. 
os Courts of* Jilfice are built na beter than 
Houſes. The Courts indeeg! arg : eo the 
, and ſometitties imbelliſhed wir 
{"Archit Aure forcing rolerable ; but he 
ian Rooms and Offices can | boglt neicher Nats 
D ee 16 at 
E n E as. n Ent: rtainment ; - 
MOLE meet with cheir b mea pas "which 
th Princes and People 


e . equally Super ious, haye 
riifſe&ac'a vaſt Fxpe &. or Le with 


numbers of Status L T68 "Roofs eſpecially are abjer- 

vabts, for the \þl Endor of their. - Tis, varniſhed vich 
yellow and grten, for the many curjous Figures ! wich 
are placed on every 4 


| ſide, and the Dragans. ſhootiny 
out ac UE COD afnted in the ſame 5 0 40 
Einperors have founde d {Everal wi + EC © 
Bounds of the Palace 3 amon 'T'w I 
entinentths 1.the't reſt wet bly Re I Wn 
at the Requeſt of hp. Jagen. bis Mather wha was 
< Jery 
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ave ſtill 3s fair and entire as 


boye'the Bulwark: . Uport this Platfortvi'thie Chineſe 
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very much infatuated with theReligion of che Fams's, 
a ſort of Tartarian Prieſts, the moſt Superſtitions of 
all the Boyzes. 

We were forbidden-the entrance of theſe Temples, 


. being told it would prove of ill Confequience,and give 


great Offence to our fellow Chriftians, fo thar Curi- 
ofity gave place to our deſire of Edifying them,' But 
werhad the liberty of ſeeing the famous Celebrated 
Imperia} Obſervatory. Be pleaſed, My Lofd, to 
read what one of our ableſt Mathematicians has up- 
qt: the Report of Travellers ſpoken of it ; - Nothing 
in Europe to be compared to it, whether for the Mag- 
nificency of the Place, or the Rigniſs of theſe waſt Brazen 
Ioſtruments, which having been during theſe ſeven hun- 
dred Years expos'd on the Platforms of thoſe largo Towers, 

Fe  they' were but new molten. 
The Diviſions of thoſe Inſtruments are moſt exatt, the 
Diſpoſition moſt proper for their Defign, and' the whole 
Work performed with an inimitable neatneſs. In & 
word; if ſeermed that Cliina inſulted her Siſter Nations, as 
if with all their Learning and -Richti they could not come 
up to ber in that pot. | 

Indeed'if Cha inftilts us by the Sumptuouſnefs of 

her Obſervatory, ſhe does well.co do ſo 6000 Leagues 


off, for were'ſhe neater,the durſt not, for ſame,make 


& k 


atly Compariſon. 


_*Thefe Relations had mightily-prejudiced ns in fa- 
your of the Obfervatory'; but when'we viewediir, 


we found: it as follows : We came firffgnto's pretty 


large Court, where the Lodgings of thoſe who looked 


after the Obſervatory were toward the Right Hand, 


as:you come in, you nieet with a very narrow Stair- 
| y which you mount'ts the'topof ſich a ſquare 


Cale, by which'yo! | 
Tower,at'weffortherly nſed'to Fortify our City Walls 


Withal;- ir is indeed contiguous on the infide to the 
Walt of Peti»,, and' raiſed'but Terr or Twelve Feet 


F 2 Aſtro: 
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but few, yet took up the whole Room: But Father 


ment-of the Mathematicks, judg'd them very ulſe- 
leſs, and perſwaded the Emperor to pull them down, 
and put up new ones of his own contriving. Theſe 
old Inſtraments were ſtill in the Hall near tha Tower, 
buried' in Duſt and Oblivion. We faw them thro' a 
Window. cloſe ſet with Iron Bars. They appeared to 
us large, well caſt, and ſhaped ſomething like our A- 
ſtronomical Rings.- | But they had laid in a by-Courr, 
a Celeſtial Globe' af about three Foot Diameter , 
that. wehad a full view of z.its Figure was almoſt oval; 
it was divided wich little exatneſs, and the whole 

Wark very Courle. 35 
They have in a lower Room near that place con- 
trived a -Gnommn. The paſſage through which che 
Ray enters, is about' eight Feet from the Ground, 
Horizontally placed, and:made by-two Copper Plates 
which may be moved too and fro, to make the 
Orifice larger or ſmaller. Under it lyes a Table co- 
 vered with Braſs, in the midſt of. which length-ways, 
- they have ſtruck a Aeridiay Line 15. Feet long, di- 
vided by other*croſs Lines, which are neither exact 
nor fine. They bave cut little holes out into the ſides 
wherein they n Waterito keep it exactly Horizontal; 
and this indeed for a-Chintſe Contrivance, isthe moſt 
tolerable of any I have ſeen, and might be ſervice- 
able to a cargſul Aſtronomer; but 1 queſtion whether 
their Skill Who invented it is- ſo: great , as to uſe 

it rightly. 

T his. Obſervatory, of .little worth, as toits ancient: 
Machines,and leſsas to itsSituation and Building,is now 
| enriched with ſeveral Brazen Inſtrumerſts which Fa- 
® ther Yerbieſt has ſet up. They are large, well caſt, 
4 inbelliſhed wich Figures of Dragons, and very well 
Þ diſpoſed to the Ule they are deſigned for ; and _ 


Aſtronomers had placed their Inſtruments, which thot 


Perbieſt, when he undercook the Survey and Manage- ' 
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Chief Buildings of China. 65 
butthe niceneſs of their Diviſions anſwerable to thar 
of the.-Work, and Teleſcopes faſtned to them inſtead 
of Pins, according to the new Method uſed by the 
Royal Academy, nothing that we have of that kind, 
might be brought in Competition with them. But 
tho” the Father was, no doubt, very carefifl of the 
Diviſion of his Circles, the Chine/e Artificer was either 
_ very negligent, or very incapable of following his 
Dire&ions ; [ſo that I would rather truſt to a Quadrant 
made by one of our goagl Workmen at Paris, whoſe 
Radius ſhould be but one Foot and a half, than to that 
of ſix Feet, which is at this Tower. | 

Perhaps your Highneſs may be.willing at one view 
to ſee how they are diſpoled. This Draught is very 
conformable to the Original, and far from flattering 
it, as Pictures and Cuts generally do, I may ſay that 
it does not expreſs half Ts Beauty. . But each ſeve- 
ral Piece ſhewing but confuſedly in this lictle ſpace, I 
have added, in as few words as I could an. Explana: 
tion of the Frame and Embelliſhments of thoſe Noble 
Inſtruments. | To 


I SPH/#RA ARMILLARIS ZODIACALTIS, 
*. of fix Feet in Diameter. 


This is ſupported by four Dragons Heads, whoſe 
Bodies after ſeveral windings are faſtned to the ends 
of two Brazen Beams laid a-crofs, that bear the whole 
weight of the Sphere. Theſe Dragans which were 
uſed rather than any other Creature, becauſe the 
Emperor bears them in his Coat of Arms, are as the 
Chineſe repreſent them, wrapt up in Clouds,with long 
Hair on their Heads between their Horns, a fuzzy 
Beard under their lower Jaw, flaming Eyes, long 
ſharp Teeth, their Mouth open, and breathing a 
whole Stream of Flame, Four Lions of the fame 
Metal, ſtand under the Endof the aforeſaid Beams, 
whoſe Heads are raiſed higher or lower by Screws 
.9'Y E3 faſtned 


» 


faltned with them. The Circles.ase divided both ig 
eheir. Exteriour and Interiour Stsface by. CroG-lines 
into 360 Degrees each, and each Degre&into 60 Mi- 
nutes, and the latter into portions of 10 Seconds each 
by ſmall Pins. ' | jet 
I. SPAERA EQUINOXIALIS of fix Foot Diamer,. 
This Sphere is ſupported by a Dragon, who bears 
it on his back bowed, - and whoſe four Claws ſeize 
the four ends of its Pedeſtal, which as the former is, 
formed of two Brazen Beam#Crof:-wife, whoſe Ends 
are alſo born by fourſmall Lions; which ſerve to fix it 
right, The Deſign'is noble and well pertormed. 


It]. HORISON AZIMUTHALE, ſix Feet in Diamettr 


_ os 

This Inſtrument, uſeful forthetaking of Azimuths, 
is compoſed of a large Cizcle hotifontally placed. 
The double Index, which' ſerves .it for 'a;Diameter, 
runs over all the Limb; and carries round along with 
it rectangle Triangle, the upper, Angle of: wbich 45: 
fiftned eo a Beam raiſed perpendicular from the:Gen-) 
rer of the ſa'd Horifon, Fourifolded Dragons bow 
their Heads under the inferior;-Limb of the: Circle, 
to make ic. faſt; and two other ,wound round-wb 
{mall Colamns, mount on either, fide Semicircular- 
wiſe, as high as the ſaid Bean, ro which they are falt- 
. ned}to keep the Triangle ſteady. 


The Limb is divided into Portioris of xo Seconds: 
each ; the -Leadwhich ſhews its. Vertical Situation: 
weighs a Pound, and hangs from the. Center by a yer 
TY hne Braſs-w re.” The Jadex moves eaſily round: 
the Limb, A: ;Dragon folded in. ſeveral Rings; andi 
wrapt up-in Glouds;, Sgizes on all parts the fexeral* 
Places of the Inſtrunelſt roofaſten them,-. leaſt they" 
ihould ftart. out -of their" due Poſition. . Thewhole 
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Chief Buildings of China. 67 
Body of the Quadrant hangs in the Air, and a fixed 
_ *Axis runs thro? irs Center, round which the Quadrant 
_ earns cowards the Parts of the Heavens which-the 
Mathematician chooſes to obſerve 35 and: feaſt its 
' weight ſhould cauſe it ro ſhiver, and loſe its Vertical 
| Pofition, a Beam is raiſedon each fide, ſecured at the 

bottom by a Dragon, and faſtned to the mid: Beam 
or-Axis by Clouds which ſeemtocome out of the Air. 
Thewhole Work i is ſubſtantial and well contrived. - 


V. 4 SEXTANT, whoſe Radius about eight Feet. 


This repreſents the fixch Part of a great Circle 
born by a Beam, the: Baſis' of which 15 Concave, 
made faſt with Dragons, and croffed in the middle 
by a Brazen-Pillar, on one end bf which i-an En- 
gine, the helzof whoſe Wheels ſerves to facilitate the 
Mogion of that Inſtrument. On- this Enpine reſts 
the middle of 'a ſinall Brazen Beam which repreſents 
a Riding of the Sexrant, and is faſtned to it. Tr's os 
per parts terminated by a big Cylinder," which is 
Center, round which the dex turns,” and the lower 
isextended abovetwo' Feet beyond the Limb, 'that it 
may 24,0798 ty the Pally which ſerves to raiſe it. 

e afid heavy" RING are. : of greater Or- 
nament attUte. 


48 A "CELEST] TAL GLOBE of þ ſow Feet Diameter. 


pb in my opiniofi is the faireſt and beſt faſhion- 
edof allthe Inſtruments. The Globe ic {elf is Bra- 
al roundimd ſnooth : The Stars well made, 
dircheiritruc phees, and all the Circles bf a pro- 
portionabtt-+bveaiels and thickneſs. It is beſides fo 
welthungithavichelexfiouch'moves it, amd cho? ic 
ifabove;cwo thouſand weiple;” the eaſt Child may 
clevate ito any Degfee. ” 2Ot its large Concave" Ba- 
foate tphiced' oppor fore Dragons, whoſe Hair 
tanding-up an end, j Kppotr tt Horiſon comes 
og” = | able 
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 dable for its breadth,  its-ſeveral Ornaments, :and-thi 
Delicacy and Niceneſs of the Work.» The :Meridiky 
in_Wwhich the Pole is fixed, reſts upon Clouds that'iſ- 
fue out, of the Baſis, and ſlides eafily between: them, 
Its. motion being facilitated by ſome hidden Wheek, 
and moves with it the whole Globe to give it thete- 
quired Elevation. Beſides which the Horiſon, :Dra- 
gons, and two Brazen Beams which lye croſfs'in the 
Center of the Baſis's Concavity , are all moved-at 
pleaſure, without ſtirring the Baſis which ſtill remains 
fixed; thisfacilitatesthe due placing of the Horiſon, 
whether in reſpe&iof the natural Horiſon,: orin re- 
ſpeR of the Globe. I wondered how Men, who live 
Six thouſand Leagues from us, could go through ſuch 
a piece of Work 5 and:I muſt own, that if all the 
Circles which are divided, had been Corre&ed*by 
ſome of: our Wockmen, nothing could be:more-per- 
fe& in their kind. Theſe Machines being moſt of 
them above 10 feet from the Ground, havefor the A- 
{tronomers greater conveniency, Marble Seeps porn 
them, cut Amphitheacer-wile. }, 
Altho' theſe Inſtruments ſeem fo extraordinary ing 
the Chineſe could never have been perſwaded to: 'maks 
ule of them, and.leave their'old:anes, without ane 
ſpeciatOrder from the Emperor to that effe@:: 'They: 
are more fond of the molt defective pieee of Antiqus 
ty, thenof the moſt perfeftof the Moderns, differing 
much in that from. us who are in love with nothing 
but what is new. Indeed we are all-toblame, for: 2 
can add-tog..or detract nothing from: the \real Worth. 
of things 3 1;-Wherefore we ought:ro takeigood cares 
left Fancy; ,Cuſtom, .and Prejudige. prevail over. ouri 
Underſtanding : which only perceiving the: Diffes 
rence. of-.things, is only able: to-ijudge of ies If 
this Failing of the. Chutiattrnded but- to:_their. 
Temporal Concerns, thg Miſghief perhaps wauld-not/ 
be greats, but it. unhappllyireaches.co the Poine!'of. 
: Religion 3 5 
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Religion ; and whereas ir» Ewrope-it ſeems that a Do- 


&rine, tho' never fo abſurd, has a Title-to our Belief 
when recommended by Novelty, in Ch» 'it is quite 
contrary z- for they think ita: ſufficient reaſon to re- 
je che Chtiſtian Faith, becauſe in reſpe& of their 
Monarchy it is'not old enough : As tha! Time and 
Ignorance were to be preferred to Truth, or thatcon- 
ane Cuſtom could render Superſtition lawful or 
reaſonable. | £22 
.- Fhe Fondneſs for Antiquity and for the Obfervance 
of ancient Cuſtoms, is perhaps what keeps the Chineſe 
ſo cloſe to their: Aſtronomical Obſervations, in-the 
PrcaRtiſeof:whicty they have been very-conſtant ;- bue 
it-is a ſhame, that they have during fo long a time 
made.no greater: Improvements. One would think, 
thar' haviog-watched the Motions of the Stars above 
gooo Years;'they ſhould be-perfe&ly acquainted with 
them ; yetewhen our Miſſionaries entered that Coun- 
try, they ſound them-ſo unskilful herein, that with all 
their :care"they never were able:to compole an Exact 
Calendar ; their Tables of Eclipſes were ſouncorreR, 
that ſearce.could they: foretel about what time that of 
the-Sur-ſhould happen: + They are now ſatisfied in 
thaſe ewo particulars3-for choſe Fathers have ſettled 
the'Calendar ; * and "that; which is giver out in the 
beginning of .each"Yiear,:Notes with the greateſt-nice- 
tyallthe Motions. ofthe Heavens which are during 
hei. Near to happen outof Courle.”''- - | = 
2:However 'they-itill-continue-.eheir Obſervations. 
Fife Mithemarticians ſpend every Night onthe Tow- 
rin watching what paſſes over head; one isgazing 
ds the Zenith; another to the-Eazp, a third to 
/ , the fourth-turns his Eyes Soutbwards, and a 
rthwards, that nothing of what happens inthe 
the foridimay frape their diligent 
| embrice of the Winds, the 
KIT, © UNMUAT: 7 women's, ſuch "425 Ex 
oife 7 : ; £ cliples, 
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_ vations, ..the chtefiA4s 


clipſes;. the. Conjuntion or Oppoſition of Plane 
Fires, -Meteors, and whatever may be any ways oh 
tol,., This'they keep a ſtrict Accomproof, whichthey 
bring in every Morning to the Surveyor of the Ma- 
thematicks, to be Regiftred in his.Office, If thisfl © 
had -always been practiſed by able and; careful Ma- iſ p 
thematicians, ws ſhould have a great number of curi- if 6 
ous Remarks; but beſides that, cheſe Aſtronomers are if tl 
very unskilful , they take liitie Care to improve that i t; 
Sciences and provided their Salary be paid asmſual, || (| 
andtheir Income-conſtant,they-are-ia.no great troubly 
aboutthe Alterations and-Changes:which happen in Þ F 
the Sky. But if theſe Phenomena's are very apparent, as 
when there happens: an Eclipſe, or a Comet, they, 
dare natthen be alogether ſo negligent. * 14 
All Nations have ever beewaltoniſhed at Eclipſes; 
becauſe they could not diſcoverithe' Cauſe of themy 
there is nothing fo extravagant'as thei ſeveral Reafons 
fome have given forit; but:onewould' wonder that! 
the Chineſe, who as to Aſtronomy :may- juſtly clainy 
Seniority..over all- the World beſides; - have reaſonei 


fancied that. in Heaven there 'is a: prodigious great 
Dragon, who is-a' profeſſed \Enemy tothe Sun: and: 
Moon, andxeady-ac-all times to cat. them up... For 
this reaſon, as foon as they, perceive mg ; $- the 
all make aterrible rattling wich Drums.and braK Keo# 
ned. at the-noiſelets;go-bis 


5 


Prey. Perſons of Quality, whohaveread our Book of 
have-for theſe ſeveral. Years been-undeceived;: tht 
(elpeciallyibtheSunloofeth its Light) theold-Guftoms 
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are ſtill obſervedat Pekin, which (as iswfual) are Do ir 
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towards the Sun, to-expreis the Pity they take of him, 

Cl aber: to the.Dragonto beg him not to moleſtthe 

World;.:by. depriving ie of fo-neceſſary a Planet. 

The Mathemacicians mult be ſure to relate nothing 

concerning the-Eclipies but-what will certainly hap» 

/ for ſhould it happen ſooner or later, be greater 
dels longer or ſhoiter, the Surveyor and' his Bre- 
thren would go near to loſe their Places. But chis is 
taken-care of, for the Mandarins, who are to take 
the Obſervations, never fail ro regiſter them accor- 
ding:co the Predictions ; fo that if they have their 
Fees;-the Heavens may "rake their Courſe. 

I am afraid; My Lord; that have been too nite 
inthis Digreflion ; ; your-Flighnels having for chele ſe- 
veral Years been-buficd in Aﬀairs of greater Moment, 
muſt nceds have lictle regard for fuch abltruſe No- 

, unfit tofexcite you to thoſe elevated Sentiments 

ſ natural cafuch great Souls as yours, and I might 
have ſpent my time more co. your Satisfaction in Wri- 
ting the Wars of the Tarters,: and the Conqueſt of 

China. + Bur beſides the-Inclination every Man hasta 
ſpeak of what belongs to his Prefeflion, I have per- 
haps been over-ruled by the Habic we contract in Chi- 
ata entertain great Perſans with theſe Mitcers; and 
have haped, that aPrince. curious, and endued with a 
Genizs to. which, nothing is impoſſible, would with Pa- 
tence hear, that which, makes the Delighe of the 
Itea _lt-and moſt — Emperor: in the whole 


4; ould da Sing. very great: Tnjufſtice if I paſſed 

erin Silence its noble Gatesand ſtately Walls, which 
indeed: become:an Imperial City.” The former are 
not imbelliſhedwich Sratues or other carving as are 
moſt-Publick Buildingsin-China, but all their Beauty 
conſilts in-a prodigious height, which at a Diſtance 
makes the: fineſt Shew-in the,World: They confiſt in 
Tnolags er — built ſeparately, bur bound 


together 
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together by Twotall and very chick Walls,fothat they 
form.a Square which may contain above Five Hun. 
died Men in 'Battel. The Firſt Building, which looks 
kke a Fortreſs, faces the Road. There is no way thro! 
it,.. but you go-in- at the! Side-wall, where there is 2 
Gate proportionable to-alf the reſt ; then you turn to 
the.Right, and-meet with'the Second Tower which 
commands the City, and has a Gate like the former, 
but whoſe:Gate-way is ſo long, that it grows dark to- 
wards:4he - middle.. There they —_—_ keep 4 
Corps du Guard, 'and a fmall Magazine to ſupply it 
readily wich 'Stores in caſe of Neceflicy. | 

If you reſpect only. the neatnefs'of che Workman- 


ſhip, .and the Ornamenes-of ArchiceFure, I maſt, in- | 


deed confels, that the Gates' of 'Par#'are incompa- 
rably finer. But yet when'wMan approaches Pekin, 
he muſt.own that theſe immenſe Brildings,” and,” if I 
may ſpeak it, the Rudeneſs oF theſe avguſt Buildings 


have a Beauty. preferrable toalt oar Ocnaments. The | 
Arches.are baile with Marble; and the reft with yery |. 


large Brick, bound with excetterit Mortar. 
- The Walls.areianfwerableto'their Gates; -ſo tall 


that they. hide thewhole Cityg"and fo' chick, that. 
Centries off Harſe-back areplaced-npon them;-From 


- Place to plagg,at a Bow-ſhots:'diftatice; "they 'are de- 
fended withi{quare-Towers." [The Ditch'is'dry, bat 


very broad-and-deep. 1All-is vegalar, 'and/as well kept 


as if they: were in continuaApprehenfion' of &Siege, 
res My: Lord,. is a:pretty exa@t Deſeriptioiol et 
hie 


. 


City of Chine, remarkable forties Exterit, Targe 


mendable for noting elſe. 1-1 3 


: What, may be ſaid-of all the re{biwpqnerat is this ; 
the Chmeſe divide them into; Dwo kinds: Theſe which 


le! | deſigned for the-Defence of xtie *Cou wy 
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Gates, ſtrong Walls;: fiimptuons Palace, *pood*Garri- 
ſon, (which confſts-in che beſt Forces of 'the*whole 
Empire) and the Nuthber of its Intiabitants; butCom- 
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Chief Buildings of Chin 95 
they call Ciries of - War, and the reft Towns of Traffick. 
The fortified Places which I have ſeen are not much 
| ftronger than the others, unleſs it be by their Siruati-, 
en, which makes ſome almoſtinacceflible. The Fron-- 
tier Towns, eſpecially thoſe near Tartary, are fome- 
what ſingularz and our Miffionaries have aſſured me, 
that there were ſeveral narrow Paſſages fo well-forti- 
fied, that it was almoſt impoſlible to: force them: I 
my ſelfhaveſeen ſome which a Hundred Men might 
exfly defend againſt a whole Army. Theiruſuat For- 
tifications are agood Bulwark, ſome Towers, Brick- 
walls, and a large and deep Dicch, filled with run- 
ning Water- The Chineſe are «killed in no other man- 
ner of Fortification ; which we ought not to wonder 
at, fince our ſelves knew no better before Canons 
were in uſe, which has-put us upon inventing' new 
ways of defending our Cities, as there werenew ones 
contrived. of attacking them. 

I confels, Ay Lord; that-in viewing al thoſe Ci- 
ties which their Inhabitants eſteem the ſtrongeſt in 
the World, I have often, with no little 'Pleafure, 
thoughe: with, my ſelf how eaſily. :Lew#s the Great 
would ſubdue thoſe Proyigces; if | Nature had made - 
1 a little, nearer. Neighbours to'Chiney; he whom 


the ſtouceſt Places in Europe can atibeſt withſtand bue - 
during a. few. Days. _ Godhas; by an equaliand juſt 
Diſtri ution, given the ny perm 


y-r ary. 

Ie muſt: however be--granted,: char in the'way of 
| Eros Chineſe have outdone'all the Ancients 

he prodi s;/Work: that defends pare of their 
Country. *Tis that which we call the great Wall, 
and which themſelvesBileY an I; Cham, Chim The Wall 
10000 Stediumslong, which reaches from che Eaſt 
Ocean tothe Province of --Xanſi: Not that its length 
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is{o great as they fpeak'it'; -but-if you reckon al} ity 
Wiandings, it will really appear. to be tio leſs than 500 
Leagues. You muſt noc conceive ic as a/plain Wat, 
_ = __ _ Towers jw ee the Ciry 
aVe-ment! nd in t etwhere the 
Paſſes: might be more ly forced; they have raiſe 
FEwo! or Three'Bulwarks one behind/another, which 
may:give themſelves a mutual Defence, whoſe egow 
mous: Ehjckne(s,” and»the Forts: which: Command 
all-tha-Avenues, being all-guarded*by great Num- 
beg Foes, procect the Chineſe" '© 
Ching wie divided. om: Fartary'by 4 Chain 
Mounteins,: the Wall has' been carried on: over the 
bigheſt-Hills, and is now tall and+then low, as ttt 
Ground: allowed; for you-muſt not'think,” as fome 
have imagined, that the Topiof-ir- is: level through 
out, and that from the Bottom of the deepeſt Vates ir 
could haye\ been raiſediito:be as High! as the ralkelt 
Mountains” So whewthey' fay that it is of 2 wonder 
ful- height>\we' muſtiund; & it' of: the "Ipdbr? 
Ground iÞisbailt-ors ; for of EE it js[rather lower 
thanthoſe! of cheit Cries; -qjid bur Fotir, wo. not}; 
_ Five Feetiin-thickneſs «> ys © 
It is almoſt all-built with: Brick, honda fueh 
rongMlorrar, ry it. has laſted theſe fevers 


df A 


| Ages, bur "wor /\Þr isabove'y 60 Ye 
anne te xiphbibuttrig Torture.” his way 
once one-of the TIC : abeſt Und akings | 
that Feverheardof ;; for :though indeed ir was a oh 


dent Carton of 'thw- Chin - hs o/guareh thi © 


Avenues; 


dto'carry chef N 
Wall co the Fop 6f-ſome Prebipice#whith the pes { 


canfcarce reach with cheif Flight, ahd-on which it's 
offible the Tavtarian' Horſe ſhowld afcend': And 
if they could fancy thiy-an Army:coutd have” 


ar 
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bered up thither, how could they believe that foithin 
and low a Wall as they bays, made it in ſuch. places, 
could be-of any Defence, 
' As for my part, Ladmics-how.the Materials have 
been. conyeyed.and madeuleot there ; and, indeed;ic 
was not done without @ vaſk-Charge, 2nd the Loſs of 
more Men than.would haye periſhed:by the greatelt 
Fury of theig. Enemies, It-is; ſaid, that turing: the: 
Reignsof che Ghine/s Emperors; this Walkwa# guard-: 
& by a Millioa, of Soldiers ; but cow: thatipded of 
7 Lattary. belongs;.to. China, they. are. coriteng: with. 
ning well the, worlt ficuated, but bolt ſonbbed 
Facts of it. ,;-, 
Among the her Foxtreſlas of the Kingdars, thats 
are above a Thouſand! of . the firſt rate; there ace 
k{ remarkable, andindeed ſcarce deſerve thatN ame';: 
et all are very well-gazrifoned, and -by thatione may 
udpe. what.yaſt Armigs.aze; conſtantly kept, on foot. 
However, . this is not-the; only. part in: which Chin 
gxcells other Niony, for ta candida = IS 


the are generally divided a into Theee:Clailes;: ofthe 
Firſt: . are, aboye 160,i of the Segand+2a70;andof 
Be i ird near' i200, belidgs-neas- 399; walled Cities 
more,.which they leave: ns as.not worth: 

to SS come Ce re Bork cher refine, either 


£7 oh Xanſ.; | Lenſe, t hey. "_ the wat part 
ronald with-Walls and good Disches,. with Iron: 


Gates, whichthe Coumy People-ſbut at Night, and: 


ward in! Day-rime, to prote themſelves from 
thieves, and from the Inſults of the Souldiers, who 
$eMet always to: be kept- ins by: their Officers. _—_ 
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The largenefs of theſe Cities is nor leſs may 
then'their Number. Pekir, which I have already had | 
the honour to mention to your Higlineſs, is not to be! 
red to Nankim,” or, as it is now called; Kiam- 
2im,'a Town formetly-encloſed wiehifh three Walk: 
the ontermoſt of which was'r6 long Leagues rounds] 
Some: Works of it are ſtill to be ſeerr;-Whith'bne would 
rather thitik to be 'the Bounds of a Province than's 
y.' When the Emperors kept their Coure thier} 
Inha - ts hw no _— i " | 
uation,” aven, Plenty, the Fertiliefof the Neighs 
Lands; andthe Canals made "neat ie for Ho 
Improvement of Trade, could not biit make it a fin 
City,”  Tt-has ſince loſt muchof its former Splendonr 
however; 'if you-itichude:thoſe who! live in its Sub? 
u_ and on the Canals,it is/ftill more populous that 
&in,andrtho' the unarable Hills; the plough F, 
Gardets, and vaſt em pry places which are within 
Walls, render i it really: ”% than it ſeems, 'yet what” is 

nhabiceddoes ſtill make z prodigious big City. 
heStreets are not'very broad, but very well 
d;the-Houſes low, but cdleatily, and the chro 
ry rich being filled with Stufts, ilks, and other colt 
ly Wares : In a word, it is'as the Center of the E E Y 

wy. you'miy "find-all the Curiofiries \ 


out'of ” Butch; wipe ſelves; having <@ 
conveniencyof ſeveral Libraries filled with ch O ice! So 
gooth Books 3"their Printing 4s fairer, 'their A cers. 
are better Workmen, the Tongue more Polite, an# 
no ocher Ciry were ſo pre per for the 
were it not for the States *Advat d 

ſide near the Frontiers. i is alfo ook on othe T 

.ccounts. | 


H wu, 'For the River Kiam on which i it 15 oe? 
which 
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which is the Largeſt, Deepeſt and moſt Navigable in 
3. | the whole Empire; being, in that part of it which 

{|| bathes the City, near half a Leaguebroad. | 
8 Secondly, The Royal Obſervatory on the top of 


Ir] 2 Mountain, where ſtood formerly a Platform and 


roper Inftruments (which were ſince removed to 
p kin) but now only fome.old Buildings remain; and 
a large ſquare Hall, newly built as an Acknowledg- 
- ro the Emperor Camby's kind Viſit to that City. 
This was a Trick of the Mandarins, who under. pre- 
tence of raiſing a Monument of that Prince's Favour, 
got conſiderable Sums of Money from the-Inhabi- 
tants, not half of which was laid our. - 

\ Inthe Third place for a large Tower, vulgarly cal- 
* | led the Chma-Tower. "Therets without theCity (and 
not within, as ſome have wrote) a Houſe named by 
the Chineſe, The Temple of Gratitade, (Pao-gren-ſſe) built 
300. years ago by the Emperor Yonlo. K& is raifed on 
a Maflive Baſis, buile with Brick and ſurrounded with 


£2 aRailof unpoliſhed Marble : There are ten or twelve 


Steps all round ir, by which you aſcend tothe lower- 
boaſt Hall, the Floor of which ſtands one Foot higher 
nan the Baſis, leaving a little Walk two Feet wide 

FF alround it. | | 

x | The Front of this Hall or Temple is adorned with 

| aGallery and ſome Pillars. The Roofs (or in Ching 


186 ere are uſually two, one next to the top of theWall, 
{@j Bs a narrower over that) are covered with Green 


if Fain ſhining Tiles ; and the Ceiling within is 
x | painted and made up of ſeveral little pieces differently: 


{| Wrought one within the other, which with the Chineſe 


" ” f*%x 


# | isn0 ſmall Ornament. I confeſithat Medley of Beams, 


3 | Joyces,Rafters,and Pinjons,is aſingularity which ſur- 
d. (tes us, becauſe we muſt needs judge that ſuch a 
Walk was not done without great Expence : But co 
ſpeak Truth ic proceeds only from the Ignorance }. 
of their Workmen, who never could find 
LO G Out 
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out that Noble Simplicity, in which conſiſts both thy 
Strength and Beauty of our Buildings. 

This Hall has no Light but what comes in at the 
Doors, of which'there are three very large ones that 
ogiveadmittance into the Tower I ſpeak of, which i 
part of this Temple. It is of an Ocangular Figure, 
about 40 Feet broad, ſo that each fide is x15 Foat 
wide. A Wall in the like form is built round it, af 
two Fathoms and a half diſtance, and being modg 
rately high, ſupports the one fide of the Pent-houfg, 
which iſſues from che Tower, and thus makes a pret 
ty kind of a Gallery. This Tower is nine Storig: 
high, each Story being adorned with a Corniſh thi 
Feet wide, at the bottom of the Windows, anddi- 
Ringuiſhed by little Pent-houſes like the former, but 
narrower, and (like the Tower it ſelf) decreaſing in 
breadth as they increaſe in height. |; 

The Wall is, at the bottom, at leaſt twelve Feet 
thick, and above eight and a half at che top, caſed 
with China Ware laid flat-wiſe ; for tho' the Weathes 
Has ſomething impaired its Beauty,there is yetenough 
remaining to ſhew that it is real China,tho? of the coup 
ſer fort ;_ ſince *tis impoſſible that Bricks could hayy 
retained that Luſtre above 3ooe Years. "i 

The Stair-cafe within is narrow and troubleſome, 
the Steps being very high. . Each Story is-made upd 
thick pieces of Timber laid croſs-wiſe, and on them 
a Floor, the' Ceiling of each Room being beautified 

with Paintings, if ſuch, Painting as theirs can be cal 
"1 | led a Beauty. The Walls of the-upper Rooms bear ' 
ſeveral ſmall Niches full of Carved: Idols, which maks}i * 
a pretty kind of Checker. The whole Work is Gilt Nh - 
and looks-like carved Stoneor Marble. ; but I beliewy © 
it to be only Brick, for the Chineſe are very skilful in 
ſtamping all kind of Ornamentson it, which thro! tlie] 
fineneſs of their ſifred Monld becomes more caſie to} © 
them than to us. Th | 


f 
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The firft Floor is the moſt lofty, but the reſt are 
of an equal height. 1 have cold the Steps, which are 


, x50 ih. number,being almoſt all ro large Incheshigh, 
having meaſured them very nicely, which amounts 


to. 158 Feet. If you add to this the height of the Ba- . 
#5; that. of the ninth Story, which has no Steps to 
'mount. thence to the top,and the Cwupolo, the Sum will 
be atleaſt 200 Feet in height from the Ground. - 

4., This Cepolo is none of the leaſt Ocnaments of that 
"Building;being,as it were,an extraordinary thickMaſt, 
or 'May-pole, which from the. Floor of the eighth 
Story, riſes above 30 Feet higher than the top of the 


#0 Lower. Round it a preat piece of Iron runs in a 


% 


S$piral-line, ſeveral Feet diſtant from the Pole, ſo that 
K looks like a hollow Cave, on the top of whichis pla- 
ced a very large golden Ball. This it isthat the Chineſe 
call the Porcelain Tower, and which ſome Europeans . 
would name the Brick-oze. Whatever it may be made 


',0f, itis undoubtedly the beſt contrived and nobleft 


Structure of all the Zff, From its top you have a 
Proſpe& of the whole City, and eſpecially of the 
Mountain on which ſtands che Obſervatory, which 
Iyes a good League North Eaſt and by Eef from it. 

» Nankim was alſo famous for the bigneſs of its Bells, 
tbuttheir weight having worn down the Steeple which 
they were hung inthe whole Building fell down,and 
ey ſtill lye upon the Ground. There is one in the 


ol | Way betweenour Colledge and the Obſervatory, whoſe 


h is x1 Feet, and that of its handle or ear by 
,Which it hangs 2, andits Diameteris 7. the outward 
Circumference is 22 Feet, which indeed leſlens to- 


whic 


wards the.top,but not in the ſame proportion with cur 


Bells here, for the Figure is almoſt a Cylinder, if you 
takeaway a conſiderable Swelling towards the middle, 
:WheretheCircumference isequal co that of the bottom. 
tes lower Brim is fix Inches and a half chick, but grows 
Winner and thinner; to the bowing where the Cone 

4 '-. Ga" | * begins, 


Ll 
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begins, ſo that under the Ear ic is not above 2 Inches 
thick, which may be meaſured exa&tly enough, be 
cauſe they pierce their Bells at the cop to increaſe their 
Sound as they fancy. The Metal is brictle, and very 

4311 Caſt, being full of little knobs. 

- Theſe Bells were Caft during the Ninth Reign be- 
fore this. Each have their particular Name ; the one 
being called Tchouz, The Hanger ; another Che, The Ex. 
zer ; a third Choui or So, The Sleeper 3 and a fourth $j, 


The Flyer ; fortho'there are but three in the Cicy,thy' 


Chineſe (Snograpnges place a fourth beyond the River 
| Kiam. Now ſuppoſing that a Cubical Foot of Brak 
weigh 648 Pound, the Bell which I meaſured ſhould 
weigh about go Thouſand, ſuppoſing it to be of an 
equal bigneſs and thickneſs. As for the bigneſs, there 
is no great difference, but the thickneſs leſſens from 
the bottom to the top, where, as I have ſaid, ir is but 
two Inches thick ; fo that allowing it be one with a- 
nother four Inches thick and better throughout, the 
Bell will weigh about 50000 1. and be twice as heavy 
as that at Erfort, which Father K:rcher affirms to be 
the biggeſt in the World. , 
But this is nothing to what there is atPek, which can 
ſhew ſeven caſt under the Reign of the Emperor Wonl, 


near 300 years ago, weighing 1200001. each. They: 


are 11 Feet wide, 40 round, and 12 high, beſidesthe 
Ear, which is at leaſt 3 foot in height. This, My, 
Lord, T own is ſurpriſing, and could ſcarce be belie: 


ved, had we not Father Verbie/'s word for it, who. 


himſelf has exactly meafured them. 


But as much as their Bells exceeds ours in bigneſs, 


fo much do ours exceed them in Sound, whether our 
Metal or way of Caſting be better. Be pleaſed how- 


ever to read what Father Magalbaens writes of that; 


which is in the Palace at Pekin. Its ſound, ſays he, is, 
fo clear, ſo pleaſant and harmonions, that it ſeems to proceeds 
from a Myſical Inſtrument much rather than a Bell. biy 
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this muſt be underſtood comparatively ; and perhaps 
the Author had never heard any thing of that kind 
ir like ic. As for my part, all the Bells T have heard 
yy there, have ſeemed to me to make but a dull,obſcure 

noiſe, as one may eaſily imagine, for their Clappers 
are nob made bf Iron bur Wood. However that be, 
(for it deſerves not a longer Enquiry) it is certain, 
that the Chineſe have in all their Cities very big ones, 
with which they diſtinguiſh the Five Watches of the 
Night ; which they reckon from ſeven or eight of 
the Clock in the Evening ': They begin the firſt with 
ſtriking once, which they repeat a moment after,and 
ſo on till the ſecond Watch, then they ſtrike two 
ſtrokes, and at'the third Watch three, and fo on: So 
that theſe Bells are as fo many repeating Clocks, which 
every other moment inform you what time of Night 
itis. They alſo uſe for the ſame purpole a very great 
Drum, which they beat in the ſame manner. 
- Theſetwo Imperial Cities which I have now been 
deſcribing,might alone renderChinadelervedly famous, 
but the Metropolis of moſt Provinces are fo big, that 
each were fit to be the Chief of an Empire. Sigan, 
_ the Capital City of Xenfi, is three Leagues round. I 
have had the Curioſity to meaſure.it my ſelf, which 
was not difficult ; the Walls which incloſe it making 
a exact Square. Its Ditches, which are partly dry 
and partly filled with Water, are very fine ; its Walls 
thick and tall,as well as the ſquare Towers that defend 
them z its Bulworks very broad, and its Gates, at leaſt 
ſome, moſt ſtately, and like thdſe at Pekiy. The City 
is divided into two Parts' by an Earthen Wall, which 
runs almoſt from one end to the other. The one 
balf is inhabited by the Tartars, who keep the biggeſt 
Garriſon, tho' in the other where the Chineſe dwell, 
1 there are alſo a good Body of Troops. There-may 
Fi fiilt be {zen an old Palace, the Reſidence of the an- 
"cient Kings of that Country, who were powerful, 
; | G 2 _— 
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they tellnolye. The Streets are as full of gd 


not only becauſe of the vaſt Extent of their Doming: 
ons, but alſo thro* the Bravery and Courage of thejp 
Subj«&s ; for among all the Chineſe, there are. ny 
any betrer proportioned, or more ſtrong, ftout an 
laborious than theſe. ' As for the Houſes, they. are, 
every where elſe in China, low, and not over-we 
buile ; cheir Furniture is not fo neat as in the Sow 
thern Parts, their Varniſh not ſo ſmqgoch, thei: Ching 
not {5 plentiful, nor their Workmen ſo ingenious, * 
Hamcheuthe Chief City of the Province of Chekam, 
is alſo one of the richeſt and greateſt in the Empirg 
The Chineſe lay it is four Leagues round, and, I believe, 


: 


at Paris, and the Suburbs befides being very large,and 
the Canals crowded with an infinite number of Boats, 
{ believe ir to be as populous as the greateſt Cities iq 
Europe. The Gariſon conſiſts in xcooo Men, 3009 
of which are Chineſe. The Water of their Canals is 
not clear, nor their Streets broad, bur the Shops are 
neat, and the Merchants there are reputed to be very 
Rich. | 2 by” 

Eaftwards from the City runs a River hal a League 
broad, being near the Sea, but indeed not very con 
fidecable, for a litdle higher it is but an uſeleſs Tor: 
rent, which runs thro! abundance of Rocks. A Lake, 
yes cloſe to it to the Weltwards, which is about two 
Leagues round. The Water is clear, but very ſhalt 
tw ; deep enough however for ſome large Flar-boty 


tom'd Boats, which: the Chineſe keep there, like { 
many floating Iſlands, where their young hes 1: -aks 
their Pleaſure. In the middle ftands an Iſland where 
they uſually Land, having built there a Temple and 
ſome Houſes for their Diverſion. Of this Eake ſome 
Relations have made an Inchanted Place. I have 
read that it was built round with ftately Houſes and 
noble Palaces. This might be hut if erue, a.great 
care was certainly taken that notſo much as the e: 75 
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Track or Memory of it ſhould remain. But perhaps 
they gave that Name to ſome Wooden thatched Dwel- 
lings, in which Chiz2 does every where abound, thea 
indeed a ſhort while might make great Alterations, for 
Time needs not uſe its utmoſt Efforts co pull them 
down, However, if this City is not fo eminent for 


uw Buildings, it is commendable for being one of the 
dE belt ficuared in the Empire, for the prodigious number 
- of its Inhabitanrs, the Conveniency of irs Canats,and 
Yi the great Trathck which is made there in the fineſt 
& | Silks in che World. | | 
eB What is ſurprifing in China is, That whereas, 'being 
4 i gone chro! one of tele Cities, you would ſcarce ex- 
0 pect co meer with the like, youare hardly outiof tight 
Wl of ic before you are in view of ſuch another. As for 
n Example; Going along the great Canal trom ZHamcher 
o I you come to Sacheu, which is nor far from it, and if 
s IF you believe the Inhabitants, contains four Leagues in 
6 Circuir, being indeed of a vaſt extent. It is allo the 
Y BI ulgal Reſidence of a Viceray, and has as great a Trade 
| Sany City in the Empire, -I do not find it to be pro- 
&  portionably as Populous as thoſe I fave mentioned ; 
) WW but the Suburbs, and multicude of Boats amaze new 
Comers. Thoſe who have the Patience to ſpend a 
cf kw Minutes on the Water-ſide,and view the Throngs 
'0 If of People that come to cheapen Commodities,would 
imagine it to be a Fair, to which the whole Empire 


5.3.x > _ 
eB > | $i 


were crowding ; and the Officers there, tho' not over 
ſtri&, are ſo buſied in receiving the Cuſtoms, that 
they are obliged to put off to the next day a great 
many Traders, who come to make their Payments. 
This continual hurry among the moſt covetousNation 
in theWorld, ſhould, one would imagine, occaſion 
frequent Quarrels,but theirGovernmentis ſo good,and 
the Mandarins Orders ſo ſtrialy obſerved, that beſides 
Abuſive Language,in which the Chineſe are very fluent, 
her Injuries are ſeldom offered. Not far from S#- 
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chtu, you meet with other Cities at ſmall Diſtances 
from each other; ſome a League and a half, and ſome 
two Leagues round. As ſoon as you are come to the 
River K:am, you meet with-Chinkiam, a Town built 
onits Banks, one of whole yery Suburbs, which lyes 
North-weſt, -is a large German League in: Circuit ; 
"This place is ſo-Populous, that when I paſſed thro' it, 
it was no ſmall trouble to me, to make my way thro' 
the Crowd, which is uſually as great in thoſe Streets as 
here at a Solemn Procefſion; '-Over-againſt ic, on the 
other ſide of the River, ſtands Qza-chtou,another great. 
trading Town ; a little beyond-lyes Tamebes, one of * 
the moſt remarkable Cicies inthe wholeEmpire,which 
according to the Chineſe, contains'Two Millions of 
Inhabitants. - 

If I did not here recal my felf, I ſhould unawares 
deſcribe all the Cities of Ch;na;;' but deſigning only to 
give your Highneſs a general account of their Large. 

2 and Number, I ſhall without a needleſs, tedious: 
deſcending into particulats; aflure your Eminency 
. that my ſelf have ſeen ſevertor eight of them as bigat 
leaſt as Paris, 'b&fides ſeveral others where I have not 
been, which I am affiredarenot le6. Thereare four- 
{core of the firſt Rank, equal to Lyons or Bordeaux, 
Among 260 of the Second, above a Hundred are like 
Orleance ; and among 1200 of the Third, there-arc 
five or fix hundred as conſiderable as Rochel or Angou- 
kfſme ; beſides an” innumerable quantity'of- Villages 
greater and more-populous than Marenes and St. Jobs 
de Luz. Theſe, My Lord, are no Hyperboles, neither 
do I ſpeak by Hear-ſay , but having travelled in Per- 
fon over the greateſtipare of China, I hope your High: 
neſs will favour me ſo far, as not to queſtion the-ſin- 
cerity of my Relation. 

I ſhall conclude with the ſeveral Ports and Havens 
©} Chinz, which do not a little contribute to the ” 
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. creaſeof its Wealth. The Chineſe Emperors had for- 
bid'the Entrance of them to Foreigners; but the Tar- 
{- tarr;" more fond of Money than ofancient Cuſtoms, 
t | + have of late years granteda free Accels to all Nations. 
s -* The firſt beginning Souchwards, is 4acao, famous - 
for the great Traffick which the Portugueze formerly 
, made thete, before the Dutch had expelled them out 
J of the greateſt part of the Indies. They {till have a 
Fortreſs init, but their Gariſon is ſmall, as indeed 


D 
: they are not-able to keep a very great one. Beſides, 
t | their beſt way co maintain themſelves in this Poſt is, 
[I to ingratiate themſelves with the Chineſe, by a blind 
 obſequiouſneſsto all their Commands, which they do 
' very wiſely. The Town, if I may fo call a few Hou- 
ſes not incloſed with any Walls, is built on a narrow 
| uneven Soil, on the point of a ſmall Iſland which 
| commands a good Road, where Ships, by the means 
| __ of ſeveral other little Iſlands which lye to the Wind- 
—wards, are ſecure from any Storm. The Haven is 
Narrow,but Safe and Commodious. - All the Cuſtoms . 
belong to the Emperor ; and tho' the Portugneze do 
ſtillpreſerve aForm of Government among themſelves, 
_ yet they obey the Mandarins in whatſoever bears the 
. aſt Relation to the Chineſe. | | 
The Second Haven of this Coaſt is formed by a 
' pretty wide River, up the which great Veſſels can go 
as far as Canton. This place is very convenient to Fo- 
Teigners, becauſe the City ſupplies them with abun- 
"dance of all kind of Merchandiſes and Refreſhments ; 
-but-the Mandarins are not fond of letting them ap- 
proach too near their Walls, leaſt they ſhould be fur- 
priſed; or rather, they are unwilling that their Mer- 
chants ſhould deal with ours, ſince the Mandarins fell 
them the Buropean Effects underhand, by other Per- 
'fons whom they employ. 
© The Province of Fokien, adjoyning to that of Care 
_ #0n has another celebrated Haven, which they call E- 
\.} | N04 g 
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204i, from the Ifland which forms it, for it is proper- 
Iy ſpeaking, but a Road lock'd in on the one hand 
by the Continent, and on the other by the ſaid Iſland. 
The bigzeſt Ships ride here ſecure, and the Banks are 
' to high, that they may come as near the Shoar asthey 
will. The late great improvement of Tradein that 
City, invites to it a conſiderable number of People, 
and this Poſt has been judged of ſuch a Conſequenee, 
that the Emperor has for ſome years paſt kept there a 
Garriſon of {ix or ſeven thouſand Men under a Ch:- 
eſe Commander. 
The fourth called Nimpo, lyes in the moſt Eaſter- 
ly part of China-: There it was we Landed. The En- 
trance is very difficulr, and wholly imptracticable to 
great Veſſels, the Bar at the higheſt Tides not being 
above 15 Foot under Water. That place has never- 
thelels a very great Trade ; for thence they make a 
ſpeedy Voyage co Fapas, being but two days in their 
pailage to Nqngazaki. Thither they carry Silks,Sugar, 
Drugs and Wine, which they Exchange for Gold, 
Silver and Braſs. | 

- Nimpo is a City of the firſt Claſs, and was in for: 
merfimes very remarkable, but has been much dama- 
ged by the late Wars ; however,it daily regains ſome-: 
thing of its formers Splendor ; the Walls are in a good 
. Condition, the City and Suburbs well inhabited, and 
the Garrifon pretty numerous. The Town is ſtill 
fall of a kind of Monuments, called by the Chineſe Pai- 
fam, or Pailou, and by us Triymphal Arches , which 
are very frequent in China. 

They conſiſt in three great Archies abreaſt, built 
with long Marble Stones. That in the middleis much 
higher than the other ewo. The four Columns which 
ſupport them are ſometimes round, but oftner ſquare, 
made of one only Stone placed on an irregular Baſs. 
In tome no, Baſis is to be {zen, whether they never had 
any, or that thro' Ape it was ſunk into the _— 
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They baye no Capitals, but the Trunk is faſtned into 
the Architrave, if we will give that Name tq ſome Fi- 
guresover the Pillars. The Frize is better giftinguiſh- 
ed,but tqo high in proportion to thereſt ; they adorn 
it with Inſcripcions, beautiful Figures, and emboſſed 
culptures, with Knots wrought looſe one within ano- 
ther,. with Flowers curiouſly carved, and Birds flying 
as it were from the Stone, which in my mind are 
Maſter-pieces. | 
Not chart all theſe Arches are of this make : Some 
are ſo ordinary that they are not worth the ſeeirg 3 
but others there are which cannot enough be priſed. 
Inſte:d of a Corniſh,they have before and behind largs 
flat marble Stones like Pent-houfes. There are {ov ma- 
ny of theſeMonuments at Nip, that in ſome places 
they are more a, Trouble then an Ornament, tho' at a 
- . Diſtanceihey make an agreeable Profped. 
 T haveomitted the Haven of Nankimwhich, in rea- 
| ſon, becauleof the breadth and depth of the River Ki- 
am {þould have been firſt in order ; but no Ships put 
' 10 there at preſent. I do not know whether the mouth 
of, the ſaid River is now choaked up with Sand ; but 
ſure I am, that the whole Fleet of that famous Pyrat, 
who Beſieged Nankim during che late Troubles, paſſed 
it without any difficulty ; and perhaps it is to prevent 
any ſuch Accident for the fature,that the Chineſe will 
not make uſe of it, that by, degrees it may grow out of 
knowledge. 
This, 44 Lord, is in. general what may be laid of 
the Ports, Fortrefles and Cities of Chzna, the number 
of which is ſo great, that ſcarce can a Traveller di- 
Ginguiſh them, they lye fo thick together. There- 
fore the Chineſe have ever thought that no Nation in 
the World was to be compared to them, much like 
thoſe People whom the Prophet 
repreſents ſaying, * This is chat * Zeph. 2.15. 
great and gloriom Gity which has ſub- 
S. ES fed 


B8 Ofthe Cities, Honſes, and 
f ifed for ſo many years, and ſaith, 1 truly am « City, and 
ov h 7108 beſides me. The Chineſe indeed were des: 
thing excuſeable in this Point, ſince they knew of no- 
thing beyond the Seas of Fapan and Foreſts of Tartary ; 
but what we have told 'em, That the ef had alſo its 
Cities and Kingdoms, whichin ſeveral things exceeds 
theirs, has very much humbled them, being not a little 
vexed,that theirTitle to the Unwverſal Monarchy ſhould. 
now be queſtioned,after having enjoy'd it above 4000 

ears. | . | 

1 Our Comfort, My Lord, is, that theſe proud Cities 
which ſtiled themſelves Ladies of the Univerſe, have 
been forced to open their Gates to the. Goſpel, and 

are partly ſubdued by our Religi- 

* Ifaiah 26.5. on. * Thoſe that dwelt in high pla- 

ces bave bowed thiir heads, and the 

Lord bas in a holy manner brought low the lofty Cities. 
This, My Lord, has often ſupported me in the midſt 
of my Labours and Travels. I have ſeen but few Ci- 
ties where Chriſtianity had made no Progrels ; * and 
among thoſe Crowds of Worſhippers of Belial, I have 
obſerved a choſen Peopte which worthipped the Lord*ss, 
Spirit and in Truth, Our Churches are now the Orna-' 
ment of thoſe very Cities, which during fo many A-: 
ges had been defiled with Idols; and the Croſs raiſed 
above their Houſes, confounds Superſtition, and gains 
it ſelf reſpe&t from the very Gentiles. 
What then remains, My Lord, but that we labour 
with the utmoſt Diligence to the perfe&ing of aWork' 
worthy the Zeal of the firſt Apoſtles. . Woe to thoſe: 
who are kept there by  the:Care of 'the Head of the 

Church, and the Liberality of Chriſtian Princes, if 

thro' Negligence or an ill-grounded Cowardice, they 

fail of rendring the Inhabitants of thoſe vaſt Cities a 

Holy Nation. Hitherto, thro' God's good Grace, the 
Miniſters of the'Goeſpel havenot been aſhamedof their 


Profeflion, not betore the Pagan Magiſtrates 5 and 
| when 
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when forced by a long Exile to quit their beloved 
Churches, they all might with St. Paulſay, You know 
1 have endeavoured to ſerve the Lord in all bumility, with 
many Tears, and notwithſtanding the Croſſes I have met 
with from the Heathen ; that I have hid nothing from you 
that might be to your advantage, no binarance being ſtroug 
enough to prevent my preaching it both in puþplick and pri- 
wvate; but rather admoniſhing you all to be penitent towards 


| God, and faithful to our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


I know that thoſe who have Compoled whole Vo- 
lumes to cry down our Catholick Miffions, will not a- 
greeto what I haveſaid. Men, who have once profef- 
{ed themſelves Enemies to the Orthodox Dodatrine, at- 
tack it every Where,and make it their buſineſs to ſlane 
der fuch as preach it : Bur it may be a Comfort to us, 
that we have no other Adverſaries but thoſe who are 
ſuch to our Church, and that we are only blamed by 


| thoſewhoſe Praiſe wquld be a Reproach to us. 


However we ſtand in daily need of the Afiſtance 


of our kind Protectors ; for in what partof this World 


can Naked Truth and Diſtreſſed Innocence withſtand 
alone the force of Inveterate Malice ? In you, MyLord, 
we hope to find one full of Zeal and Juſtice. The Ap* 

probation of ſo great a Prince, whoſe Wit, Judgment 
and Uprightneſs are well known to all Europe, is able 
alonetoSilence and Confound ourEnemies. And when 
it is once knownthat you are in ſome Concern for our 
Afairs,that you areſenſible of our Labours,perſwaded 
that our Deſigns are good,and willing to contribute to 
carry them on ; none ſure will then be ſo daring and 
hardned a Calumniator as to ſpeak againſt our Miffi- 
ons to China,or reflet on our Conduct in that Country. 


I am with a profound Reſpect, | 


My Lord, 
Your Eminences moſt bumble 
and obedient Servant 


EL 
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_ My Lord, | VERA 
THE French Miſſionaries to' China,” are fo highly 

© obliged to your whole Family, that among the 
moſt important Commands, they have honoured me 
with for Eutope,' that of returning-you' their heany 

'Fhanks was earneſtly recommended to my Care. _ 

' I know, My Lord, that how great ſoever your F4 
yours may have been;your ſeveral Employments; and 
the unbounded Application with which: you ſerve hi 
Majelty, have ſomewhat carbed your Zeal. 

But what'is not owing from us to that other Self 
yours; (pardon the Expreflion) whom his Blood, 
Nanie; Wir, ahd athouſand excellent — 
doſocohfound with you,that we can ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
_ the one from the other 2 In'all our Travels in which 
fome of us have already reckon'd above 4000oLeapues, 
we have:nor made a Step without his Orders -afid Af 
fiſtance. His Zeal has excited us to Noble Enterpriſes, 
his Prudence dire&ted us how to' carry them on; his 
Courage ſtrengthned us againſt all Oppoſition, and1 
hope his tinfhiaken Conſtancy will at laft give Succeſs 
tooneof the moſt Noble Archievements that chis Age 
has'produced, to our Churches good, to the Improve: 
ment of Learning, and to his Glory who Sways t 
Gallick Scepter. « | 
Thus, 24y Lord, while you make known his Name 

in the ſeperal Courts of Furs, he ſpreads yours + : 
bioad thro? the new World, where he is equally 1 NU 
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verenced by the Preachers of the Goſpel, whoſe Sap- 
port he is,and dreaded by thoſe of Paganifm and Ido- 
latry, whoſe Ruin he is the occaſion of. I the more 
willingly do Juſtice to his Merit, becauſe T capnot 
write on a Subje& more agreeable to your Lordſhip ; 
and if I had not already ſpoke of it in private Conver- 
{ation, I were to blame, to' give over ſo foon. 
But after having indulgeda Father's Tendernefs, is 
it not time you ſhould fatisfie a State-marrs Curioſity 2 
I have often deſcribed Exrope to the Chineſe, who have 


_ admired its —_ Beauty and Magnificenese; it 


is but juſt that I malle China known to that Europears 
who is beſt able to judge of itstrae Grandenr. I 
have, My Lord, pitched upon the following Particu- | 
lars, 'being fuch- as will give you a true Idea: of that 
(my, and will perhaps give ſome pleaſure in-the 
reaQing. GE Ts 

- China being of a large Extent, the Nature of the 
Soil is different, according to its particular Situation, 


-asitlyes more or lefs Southwards. I-can however al- 


fare your Lordſhip; that: the:laſt of ics fifteen Pro- 


vinces, is for populous and Fertile, that in Eayope it 


would make alone a conſiderable State 3 and a Prince 
who ſhould enjoy it, might havg Wealth and Subjeas 
enough to content a moderate Ambition. 

This Land; like all others, is divided into Hills and 
Plains ; but the latter are fo even, that one wonld 


| think the. Chineſe have-ever ſince the Foundation bf 


their Monarchy been employ'd in nothing. elſe but 
levelling chem, and making them into'Gardens ; and 
their manner of- metiorating. the Ground being tolee 
Water thro' it, they: could-not deviſe a'better way' to 


' Giſtribute it equally ;. elſe' thoſe Parts which lye high« 


eſt would have laboured under a continual Drought, 
and the reſt*lain always under Water. 

.- This Qobrſe they take- in Tilling and Mantring 
their: Hills, for they cut them out like a pair of _— 
Eon wyel »y | rom 
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ſpread equally, and not'waſh down the Ground with 
its Seeds. | #7 


Thus they have, as it were, forced Nature by ma- 


king artificial Plains, where ſhe had raiſed Mountains; 
and a long Series of ſuch Hills ſurrounded and crown- 
ed,as I may ſay, with a hundred fuch Terraſles,lofing 
in Breadth as they gain in height,and whoſe Soil is as 


fruitful as that of the beſt Cultivated Valleys, muſt 


needs make a very entertaining -Landskip. 

It is true that their Mountains are not for the moſt 
part ſo ſtony as ours, their Mould is rather Light, 
Porous and eaſily cut ; and what is moſt ſurpriſing, 
fo deep, that in moſt Provinces you may dig three or 


four hundred feet in depth before you come to the 
Rock. This does not a little contribute to its goods, 


nefs, becauſe the continual Tranſpiration of Salt Spi- 
Tits 1s ever renewing it, and this endues the Soil with 
a perpetual Fertility. 

Nature has not however been equal in her Diftri- 
bution, ſhe was leſs laviſh to the Provinces of Xenſ, 
Honen, Quamtum, and Fokies, Yeteven their Mou 
tains are not wholly uſeleſs, bearing all kind of Trees, 
which grow tall and ſtreight, and are fit for all kind 
of Building, eſpecially for Shipping. The Emperor 
reſerves ſome for his private uſe, and ſometimes ſends 
' $oo Leagues for Trees of a prodigious bigneſs,of which 


he makes Pillars to his Temples or other Publick , 


Buildings. ro | | 

The Inhabitants alſo trade much in them,for having 
lopt- off all the Branches, they tye 80 or roo of them 
together, and faſten ſo many ſuch Rows one behind 
another as reach almoſt a Mile, - which they drag in 
that manner along the Rivers and Canals till they 
have ſold all ; for they build them lietle-convenient 
Houſes on theſe kind of Floats, where the. Timber- 
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whole Voyage, which is ſometimes three or four 
Months long. 364 | 

They have other Mountains which are of a great- 
er and more publick Advantage. Thoſe produce I- 
ron, Tin, Brak,Mercury, Gold and Silver. Ir is true, 
the Silver Mines are not now made uſe of, whether 
they chink- the Empire is ſufficiently ſtock'd with it, 
or that they are unwilling to Sacrifice the Lives of 
poor People, by putting them upon fo laborious and 
dangerous a Task. X 

As for their Gold, the Torrents waſh a great quan- 
tity away intothe Plains, which proves the occaſion 
of a great many Peoples livelyhood, who have no o0- 
ther Occupation then to look for it among the Sand - 
and: Mud, where they find it ſo pure, that it need no 


+ Refining as at Peru. 


If you will believe the Chineſe, who themſelves are 


 Credulous to an Excefs, their Mountains have won- 


derful Properties. Some, they ſay, are ever covered 
with Clouds, while others always continue Calm and 
Serene. Some produce none but uſeful, wholſome 
Herbs, while not a rank poyſonous Weed can grow 
there, They affirm that a Hill in the Province of 
Xenſ, is ſhapedlike a Cock, and Crows ſometimes fo 
loud as to be heard three Leagues off ; and that ano- 
therin that'of Fokien,moves too and fro when a Storm 
approaches,like a Tree agitated with the Wind, The 
hoary heads of others are cover'd with a continual 
Froſt ; and there is one in the Province of K:iamſs, 
called theDragon-Tiger, becauſe the Bonzes pretendthar 
itsupper part is ſhaped like a Dragon, and ſeems to 
Aflaulr the lower that is like a Tiger. 
"That of Fokien eſpecially is admired,the whole Ex- 

tent of whivh/is nothing elſe but a Repreſentation of 


the-Idol Fee,*fo hugely big, that its Ez es are feveral 


Miles'broa&'- and its Noſe many Leagues in length. 
Fcannot-ſuppoſe it to be a picce of Chineſe Work: 
| H manſtip, 
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- manſhip, for they would not certainly have made its 
Noſe fo big, who. love theirs ſhould be. little, which 
they look upon as a great Beauty. 

The Mountain of Xer/; is no lefs wonderful, for a: 
the Sound of a Drum, or any other Inſtrument, it 
breathes out Fire and Flames, raiſes Wind , Rajns, 
Storms and what not: And, tq conclude, one in the 
Province of Huquam has this ſtrange Property, that 
it makes Thieves ſo giddy, that ſhould they fteal any 
thing on it, it would be. impoſlible for them to po 
off with their Booty ; whereas an eaſie Egreſs and Re- 
greſ is allowed to ſuch as come thicher wich an Ho- 

pitable Mind. | 

China abounds in ſuch like Curioſities which ſome 
of our Philoſophers admire, and endeavour to reduce 
to Natural Principles, but I ſhould rather adviſe them 
to leave that Diſcuſſion to the Chineſe, who being the 
Authors, ſhould beſt know the Cauſes of theſe fancied 
Effects. 

The idleft Dream , and that to which they give 
moſt Faith, is, That there isa Dragon of an extraor: 
dinary Strengch, and ſovereign Power. *It is in Hea- 
ven, in the Air, on the Waters, and uſually among 
the Mountains. They alfo believe that in thoſe Moun- 
tains live a fort of Men which they call the Immerts 
Race, believing really that they never dye ; and fome 
are fo infatuated with this ridiculous Opinion, that 
they wander among thoſe Rocks, and there looſe 
themſelves in queſt of Immortality. There are ſe 
- veral famous Gyotto's, where ſome Bonges lead a very 
auſteer Life ; but for a few that behave themſelves 
well, abundance thro” their execrableVices, are grown ' 
Contemptible to Perſons of Quality; and odious to 
the People, whb only tolerate them, thro' a miſtaken 


Zeal. M 
The moſt famous Temples are alſo built on Moun: 


tains, Pilgrims repair thither from 200 Leagues 0 ; 
| an 
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and their Number is ſometimes ſo great, that the 
Roads arecrowded with them. The Womeneſpeci- 
ally are very exa&t in the Performance of this piece 

of: Devotion, for having no other Opportunity of 

| going abroad, they are glad of that Preterice. Buc 
theſe Holy Travels being ſomewhat prejudicial to 
their Vertue, their Husbands are not over-well pleaſed 
atit ; therefore only your ordinary fort of Women 
undertake theſe Pilgrimages; but as for Perſons of 
Quality, they force their Wives Zeal into a narrower 
Compal. ] 
If after having viewed their Mountains, we take a 
Pcoſpe& of their Plains, irc muſt be confeſſed that no 
Art can equal cheir natural Beauty. They are all 
Cultivated, and have neither Hedge nor Ditch, nor 
ſcarce a Tree, ſo much they are afraid of loſing an 
inch of Ground. In moſt Provinces they make Har- 
veſt ewice a Year,and between thoſe two Seaſons they 
ſow Herbs and Pulte. 

All the Northern and: Weſtern Provinces, as Pekin, 
Xanſi, Xenſi, Suchven, bear Wheat, Barley, ſeveral 
kinds of Mzlet, and Tobacco, with black and yellow 
Peaſe, with which they feed Horſes as we do with 
Oats. Thoſe to the South, eſpecially Huquam, Nan 
kim,andChekian,are fruitful inRice,it being a low,wa- 
try Country.The Husbandmen at firſt ſow it diforder- 
ly, like other Corn, and when it it grown about two 
Feet from the Ground, they pull it up by the Roots, 
and Tranſplant it in a ſtrait Line , in ſmall parcels 
like little Sheaves, checkerwiſe, that the Ears may ſup- 
port each other, and the eaſier reſiſt the Wind ; ſo 
that theſe Plains look more like ſpacious Gardens than 
a plain Field. 

The Soil is proper for all manner of Fruits; it bears 
Pears, Apples, Apricots, Peaches, Figs, Grapes of all 
kind, and eſpecially excellent Muſcadines. There are 
Allo Pomegranates, Walnuts, Cheſnuts, and —_— 
2 4 
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all that we havein Exrope, 'TheirOlives are different 
from ours ; they preſs no Oyl out of them, becauſe, 
perhaps, they are'not fit for that purpoſe, or that the 
Chineſe have not yet thought of ic, Their Fruit pg- 
nerally ſpeaking, is not near fo good as ours, being 
wholly Strangers to the Art of Grafting. But they 
havechree kind of Melons, which are all excellent: 
The firſt are ſmall, yellow within, and of a fweet 
Sugar-taſte, which they eat with the Rind as we do an 
Apple : I havenot met with thoſe any where but in 
the Province of Xen/#, The others are very big and 
long, the inſide of ſome are& white, and of others red; 
tho' they are fail of a cooling Juice which taſtes like 
Sugar ; they never prove offeniive, and may be eaten 
during the greateſt Heats of Summer, without fear of 
a Surfeitz thoſe are called Water-Melons. The third 
fort are like our ordinary Melons. 

' Beſides the Fruits which they have in common with 
us,others grow there which are not known in Europe, 
The moſt delicate they call Lerch;, and is found in the 
Province of Quamtum. It is as big as a Nut the Stone 
is long and big, and the Meat on it foft and wateriſh, 
but of a moſt delicious Taſte. I know not any Fruit 
in Europe that comes near it. All this is incloſed in a 
rovghthin Rind, and the whole is ſhaped like an Egg, 
It is unwholſome to eat a quantity, and of fo hot'a 
Nature, as tocauſe a Man's whole Body to break out 
into Pimples. The Chineſe dry it with the Rind, and 
then it grows black and wrinkled like our Prunes, and 
fo it ts preſerved and eat all the year ronnd,being u 
eſpecially in Tea, to which it gives a lictle ſharp Taſte, 
more agreeable than chat of Sugar. | 
In the ſame Province, and in that of Fokien ,graws 
| another ſmall Fruit which they call Lowyen, Dragons 
Eye. The Tree that bears it is large as thoſe which 
produce our Walnuts, This Fruit is exa@ly round 
the outer Rind being ſmooth and .grey, but as ie rt- 
RES pe ns 
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pehs it grows yellowiſh, The Meat is white, of a 
ſharp Taſte, and very full of Juice, and is fitter for a 
Deſſert to thoſe who have well Dined, then to ſatisfie 
the hungry Stomach : Ic is very cool and inoffenſive. 

The Sexe, another kind of Fruit peculiar to China, 


grows almoſt in all parts of it ; of this, as of Apples, 


there are ſeveral kinds. Thoſe in the Southern Pro- 
vinces taſte much like Sugar, and melt in ones Mouth, 
Iti the Provinces of Xan/i and Xenfs,it is more firm, big: 
er, and may eaſier be preſerved. The Rind of the 
ormer is clear, ſmooth, tganſparent, and of a ſhining 
red Colour, eſpecially when the Fruit is ripe. Some 
afe in ſhape like an Egg, but uſually bigger, the Seeds 
are black and flat, and the Meat very watery and al- 
moſt liquid, which they ſuck out at one of the ends. 
When they are dried like our Figs they become mea- 
ly, but in time there growsa fort of a Sugar'd Cruſt 
upon them, from which they receive a molt delicious 
flavour. 
| Thoſe in Xa» are, as T have ſaid, much more firm, 
their Meat being like that of our Apples,but of a diffe- 
rent Colour. Thoſe they either gather early toripen 


\ them on the Straw, or dip in ſcalding Water, to free 


'em of an ill ſower Taſte which they have at firſt ga- 
thering. The Chineſe are not over careful of chis Fruit, 
It being a Natural Product of the Earth which grows 
in afny Soil. But did they endeavour to bring it to. 
Perfetion by Grafting, I queſtion not but ic might 

be made an excellent one. | 
I purpoſely omit their Anna's, Goyaves, Coco's ahd 
other Fruits, for which they are indebted to the Indies, 
and which have been abundantly deſcribed in other 
Relations; but I cannot paſs by theirOranges,common* 
ly known with us by the Name of China Oranges, be- 
cauſe the firſt we ſaw of that kind came from thence. 
The firſt and only Tree out of whoſe Stock all ours 
are ſaid to be produced, is {till ———_ at Lybon, 
3 at 
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in the Garden of - the Count de Sr. Laurence, and we 
are, indeed, beholding to the Portugueze for that Deli- 
cious Fruit 5 but they brought only of one kind over, 
tho? there be ſeveral in China. | vel 

That which is moſt valued, and ſent as a Rarityto 
the Indies, is no bigger than a Billiard Ball ; che Rind 
is of a reddiſh yellow, fine, clear, and very ſmooth, 
Yer the bigger ſort ſeem to me the beſt : Thoſe of 
Quamtum elpecially are very agreeable both to our 


* Palate and Conſtitution. They are commonly giveti 


co ſick People, being firſt ſbſtned withthe Fire, then 
filled with Sugar, which incorporating with their Juice, 
makes a very ſweet wholſome Syrup, then which no- 
thing can be better for the Lungs. I know not how 
to diſtinguiſh them from thoſe we have inProvence,and 
that are brought from Portugal; unleſs by their being 
more firm, that they are not eaſily parted from the 
Rind, neither arethey divided into Segments like ours, 
tho? elſe they do not differ in ſhape. 
When I was at S:am, moſt of my Country-men 
were tranſported with the goodneſs of certain Oranges 
whoſe Rind is rough, thick, almoſt all over green, 
They may perhaps be willing to know if China can 
ſhew any as good. As to matter of Taſte, a Man 
does not always agree with himſelf, much leſs can he 
do ſo with others. All Ican fay to it is, that each is 
excellent in its kind, and that uſually the laſt eaten 
ſeem beſt taſted. | 
Lemons, Citrons, and what the Indians call Pam 
pelimouſes, are very common there, and thereforenot 
fo much regarded as in Ewrope ; but they Cultivate 
with a great deal of Care a particular Species of Le- 
mon-Trees, whoſe Fruit being no bigger than a Wal: 
nut, perfedly roun«, green and ſharp, are excellent 
in all kind 'of Ragouſts ; and theſe Shrubs they of- 


therewith.  ' 


ten plant in Boxes to adorn their Courts and Halls 


But 
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But of all the Trees that grow in China, that which 
produces Tallow is in my Opinion the moſt prodigi- 
ous. This very Propoſition is no doubt ſurpriſing, 
and there being no where elſe any thing like «, will 
ſeem a Paradox; yet there is nothing more true, and 
perhaps, 44y Lord, a particular Accuunt of the Na- 
cure and Properties of ſo extraordinary a Tree, will 
not be unwelcome. 

[t is about the height of our Cherry-Trees; the 
Branches are crooked,the Leaves ſhaped like a Hearr, 
of a lively brisk red,its Bark ſmooth, the Trunk ſhort, 
and the Head round and vefy thick. The Fruit is in- 
cloſed within a Rind divided into three Segments, 
which open when ir is ripe, and diſcover three white 
Kernels of che bigneſs of a Small-nue, All the Bran- 
ches are very chick of it ; and this mixture of white 

and red makes at a diſtance the fineſt Proſpe& in the 
World; the Fields where theſe Trees are planted, 
which they uſually are in a dire& Line and Checker- 
wiſe, ſhewing afar off like a vaſt Parterre of Flowerpots. 

But the wonder is, that this Kernel has all che qua- 
lities of Tallow ; its Odour,Colour, and Conſiſtency ; 
and they allo make Candles of ic, mixing only a little 
Oyl when they melt it to makethe Stuff more pliant. 
If they knew how to purifie it as we do our Tallow 
here, doubt not but cheir Candles might be as good as 
ours, but they make them very awkwardly ; ſo that 
their Smell is much ſtronger, their Smoak thicker,and 
their Light dimmer than ours. | 

It is true, the Fault does not a little Iye in the 
Wiek ; for inſtead of Cotten, tho' they are well 
Jtocked with that Commodity, they uſe a ſmall ſtick 
of -a dry lighe Wood, wrapt round with che inner 
part of a Ruſh, which is very porous, and thereby 
fitted for the Filtration of the ſmall Particles of that 
Oleous Matter by which the Flame is preferved. This 


wooden Wiek, beſides that it does not burn ſo clear 
| H 4 as 


100 Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers 
as' Cotton, increaſes the Smoak, and cauſes an offen- 
ſive omell. 

Among the Trees peculiar to the Country I am 
ſpeaking of, I muſt not omit thoſe which bear Pep- 
per, not like that which we make uſe of in Europe, 
but another ſort of Seed indued with the ſame quali- 
ties. They grow on a Tree, like thoſe which bear our 
Walnuts, about as big as a Pea, and of a greyiſh Co- 
lour, with little red ſtreaks. When they are ripe they 
open of themſelves, and diſcover a little Stone as black 
as Jet, caſting. a ſtrong ſmell very offenſive to the 
Head, for which reaſon they gather them by inter- 
vals, not being able to remain on the Tree any con- 
ſiderable time. Having expoſed theſe Grains to the 
Sun, they caſt away the Stone which 1s too hot and 
f{trong, and only uſe the reft, which tho' not quitefo 
m— as our Pepper, is however of good uſe in 
Sauces. | 


That you may better judge of the Fertility of that 


vaſt Empire, be pleaſed, Ay Lord, totake notice, that 
there is no place in the World like it for the abun: 
dance of Roots and Pulſe; it is almoſt the only Food 
of the Inhabitants, who omit nothing to have them 
good. Tt would be too tedious to give you a Liſt of 
all thoſe different Herbs; for beſides thoſe we have 
here,their Ground brings forth ſeveral others unknown 
'to ns, on Which they ſet a greater value. Their Gare 
and Dexterity herein is beyond all our Gardners'per- 
formances; and if ourWalks excels theirs, they exceed 

us in their Kitchin Garden. | 
Tho' this: Subjet, common in it ſelf, and not worth 
your notice, yields no great Rarity, I cannot forbear 
ſpeaking of a kind of Onions which I have ſeen ; they 
do not ſeed like ours; but towards the latter end of 
the Seafon their Leaves bear fome ſmall Filaments, in 
the midſt of which is a white Onion like that in the 
Ground, This does'in time produce its man" 
; CNOIE 
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thoſe a like Head, and ſo on, which grow leſs and 
ſhorter as they are farther from the Ground ; theDi- 


' menſions are ſo juſt, and the proportions fo exact, that 


one would think them artificially done ; and it ſeems 
as if nature were minded to ſhew us that even Sport- 
ing, it can exceed the Skill of the niceſt Artiſt. 

If what has been written of what they call Pe:/; were 
true, it would be a great wonder. Ir is a kind of Le- 
nfar, that grows under Water, whoſe Root is faſtned 
toa white Matter covered with a red Skin,that divides 
itſelf into ſeveral Heads, which when freſh, taſte like 
2 ſmall Nut. T have been aſſured that it has this Pro- 


petty, that it ſoftens Braſs, and as ic were renders it 


eatable, if a piece of the Metal be put into the Mouth 
with one of this Plant, 

This ſeemed the ſtranger to me, becauſe the Juice 
which iſſues from ic is very mild and cooling, and 
not endued with any of thoſe Corrofive qualities which 
ſeem neceſſary to work ſuch an effet. As ſoon as 
we were arrived at Hamcheu, where this Perf; is much 
eaten, we had the Curioſity to enquire into the truth 
of it ; and to that purpoſe took a piece of their Mo- 
ney, which was made of a very brittle fort of Molten 
Brafs, and wrapt itup in alice of this Root. One 
of us who had ſtronger Teeth than the reſt, broke it 
into ſeveral pieces, which the others, loath to ſtrain 
their Jaws, had not been able to do : But theſe bro- 
ken pieces were as hard as ever,which made usthink 
thatthe Root had indeed no other Virtue, then that 
by being wrapt round the Braſs it ſaved his Teeth ; 
which a piece of Leather might have done as well. 
We often repeated the Experiment at Xiabim, but 
with no better ſucceſs ; fo crue it is that theſe mighty 
Wonders ſhould be heard twice, before they are once 
believed. | 

Tho? China were not of it {zIf fo fruitful a Coun- 
try as I haye repreſented it, the Canals which are 

| Cut 
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cut thro? it, were alone ſufficient to make it ſo. Bue 
beſides their great uſefulneſs in watring the Country 
and farthering Trade ; they add alſo much Beauty 
to it. They are generally of a clear, deep and run- 


ning Water, that glides ſo ſoftly, that it can ſcarce be. 


perceived, There is one uſually in every province, 
which is to it inſtead of a Road, and runs between 
two Banks, built up with flat courſe Marble Stones, 
bound together by others which are let into them , 
in the ſame manner as we uſe to faſten our ſtrong 
wooden Boxes at the Corners, 

So little Care was taken, during the Wars, to pre- 
ferve Works of Publick Uſe, that this,tho' one of the 
Nobleſt in the Empire,was ſpoiled in ſeveral places, 
which is a great pity ; for they are of no little uſe, 
both to keep in the Waters of theſe Canals, and for 
thoſe to walk on who drag the Boats along. Beſides 
theſe Cawſeys they have the conveniency of a great 
many Bridges for the Communication of the oppo- 
fite Shoars ; ſome are of three, ſome five, and fome 
ſeven Arches, the middlemoſt being always extraor- 
dinary high, that the Boats may go through without 
' putting down their Maſts. Theſe Arches are built 
with large pieces of Stone or Marble, and very well 
framed, the Supporters well fitted, and the Piles fo 
' fmallchat one would think them at a diſtance to hang 
in the Air. There are many of thoſe Bridges,fo that 


where theCanal runs in a ſtraite Line,as they uſually . 


do, it makes a Proſpective at once ſtately and agree- 
able. 

This great Canal runs out into ſmaller oneson ets 
ther ſide , which are again fubdivided into ſmall Ri- 


vulets, that end at ſomegreat Town or Village.Some- 


times they diſcharge themſelves into ſome Lake or 
great Pond, out of which all the adjacent Country 1s 
watered. $0 that theſe clear and plentiful Streams, 


embelliſhed by ſo many fine Bridges,bounded by nc 
| neat 
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fieat and convenient Banks, equally diſtributed into 


ach vaſt Plains, covered with a numberleſs multi- 
cude of Boats and Barges, and crowned (if I may uſe 
the Expreſſion) with a prodigious number of Towns 
and Cities, whoſe Ditches it fills, and whole Streets ie 
forms, does at *once make that Country the moſt 
Fruitful and the moſt Beautiful in the World. 

Surpriſed and as it were aſtoniſhed at ſo Noble a 

Sight, I have ſometimes bore a ſecret Envy to China 
in Exrope's behalf, which muſt own that it can boaſt 
nothing in that kind to be compared to her. What 
would it be then, if that Art which in the wildeſt 
and moſt unlikely Places has raiſed magnificent Pa- 
laces, Gardens and Groves, had been employed in 
that rich Land, to which, Nature has been laviſh 
of her molt precious Gifts. 
” The Chineſe ſay their Country was formerly totally 
overflowed, and that by main Labour they drained 
the water by cutting it a way thro? theſe uſefulCanals. 
If this be true, I cannot enough admire at once the 
Boldneſs and Induſtry of their Workmen,who have 
thus made preat Artificial Rivers, and of a kind of a 
Sea, as it were created the moſt Fertile Plainsin the 
World. 

Tt will ſcarce be believed, chat Men fo ignorant in 
the Principles of Phyficks, and the Arc of Levelling, 
could bring ſuch a Work as that to Perfection ; yet it 
is certain that theſe Canals were dug by Men. For 
they are uſually ſtraic, che Diſtribucion is equal and 
orderly ; there are Flood-gates made for the Rivers to 
let in their Water at, and others to let ic out when 
they are too full; fo that it cannot be doubted bur 


that the @hineſe are only beholding to their own In- 


duſtry for that great Conveniency. 
Among all thoſe Canals in the Southern Provinces, 
one above the reſt is called the Greats Canal, becauſe it 


goes thro! the whole Country from Carton, which 
a lye 
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lyes Southward to Pekin, ſituated in the moſt Nog: 
therly parts of the Empire. You muſt only travel; 
ſhore days Journey by Land to croſs the Hill Aoiliy , 
that does on one fide bound the Province of Kam. 
From this Mountain iſſue two Rivers;one runs South- 
wards to the Sea,and the other Northwards as far as the 
River of Na»kim,whence by the yellow River, and ſe 
veral Canals, you may proceed by Water to the ve: 
ry Mountains of Tartary. .- 

But, by reaſon in this huge Extent of Ground, of 
above four hundred Leagues in length, the Earth is 
not Level, or, hath not a Deſcent proportionable to 
the Emanation of the Waters, it was neceſlary to et 


a great number of Sluices a work. They call them 


foin the Relations, notwithſtanding they be much 
ditterent from ours. They are Water-falls, and asit 
wers certain Torrents, that are precipitated from ons 
Canal into another, more or jeſs rapid, according to 
the difference of their Level : Now,to cauſe the Barks 


to aſcend,they make uſe of a great Company of Men, 


who are maintained for that purpoſe near the Sluice, 
Afﬀer they have drawn Cables to the right and lefcto 
lay holdof the Bark,in ſuch a manner that it cannot 
eſcape from them ; they have ſeveral Capſtans, by 
- the help of which they raiſe ic by little and little, by 
the main force of their Arms,till ſuch time as it bein 
the upper Canal, in a Condition to continue its 
Voyage whither it is bound. This ſame Labour is te- 
dious, toilſome,and exceeding dangerous. They would 
be wonderfully ſurpriſed, ſhould they behold with what 
eaſineſs one Man alone,who opens and ſhuts the Gates 
of our Sluces, makes the longeſt and heavieſt laden 
Barks ſecurely to aſcend and deſcend. | 

I have obſerved in ſome Places in China, where the 
Waters of ewo Canals or Channels have no Commu: 
nication together ; yet for all that, they make the 
Boats to paſs from the one to the other,notwithſtand- 
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ing the Level may be different above fifteen Foot - 
And this is the way they go to work. At the end of 
the Canal they have built a double G/acis, or ſloping 
Bank of Free-ftone, which uniting at the Point, ex- 
tends it felf on both ſidesup to the Surface of the 
Water. When the Bark is in the lower Channel they 
hoiſt it up by the help of ſeveral Capſtanes to the 
plane of the firſt Glacis, fo far, till being raiſed to the 
Point, it falls back again by its own weight along the 
ſecond Glacs, into the Water of the upper Channel, 
where it skuds away during a pretty while,like an Ar» 
row out of a Bow ; and they make it defcend after 
the ſame manner proportionably. I cannot imagine 


| how theſe Barks, being commonly very long and 


heaven Laden,eſcape being ſpile in the middle, when 
they are poiſed in the Air upon this Acute Anglezfor, 
conſidering that length,the Lever muſt needs make a 
firange effect upon it ; yet do I not hear of any ill 
Accidene happen thereupon. I have paſt a pretty 
many times that way, and all the Caution they take, 
when they have no mind to go aſhoar, is, totye their 
ſelves faſt to ſome Cable for fear of being toſt from 
Prow to Poop. 

We meet with no ſuch Slucies in the Grand Canal, 
becauſe the Emperor's Barks, that are as large as our 
Frigots, could not be raiſed by force of Arm, nay, 
and would infallibly be ſplit in the Fall, all the dith- 
culty conſiſts in Surmounting theſe Torrents , of 
which I have ſpoken ; yet this is what they perform 
ducceſsfully, tho' not without ſome Trouble and Ex- 
pence. 

Theſe water-paſlages as they callthemareneceſfary 
for the Tranſportation of Grain and Stuffs, whichthey 
fetch from the Southern Provinces to Pekin. There 
are, if we may give Credit to the Chineſe, a Thou- 
land Barks, from Eighty to an Hundred Tun, that 
make a Voyage once a year, all of them Freighted 

| | for 
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for the Emperor,without Counting zhoſe of particular 
Perſons, whoſe number-isinfinite. When theſe pro. 
digious Fleets fet out,one would think they carry the 
'Tribute of all the Kingdoms of the Ea, and that 
| one ofthoſe-Voyages alone was capable of ſupplying 
all Tartary where-withal co Subſift for ſeveral years; 
yet for all thatPekiz alone hath the benefit of it;and jt 
would be as good as nothing, did not the Province 


contribute beſides to the Maintenance of che Inhabi. 


tants of that vaſt City. _ 
The CE:ne/e are notonly. content to make Channel; 
for the Convenience of Travellers, but they do alfo 
dig many others to catch the Rain-water,wherewith 
they water the Fields in time of Drought, more & 
ipecially in the Northern Provinces. During the 
whole Summer, you may ſee your Country Peo- 
ple buſied in raiſing this Water into abundance of 
mallDitches,which they contrive acroſs the Field. In 
other places they contrive great Reſervatories of Turf, 
whoſe Bottom is raiſed above the Level oof the Ground 
about it, to ſerve them in Caſe of Neceflity. Beſides 
they have every where in Xenſs and Xanfi, for want 
of Rain, certain Pits from Twenty to an Hnndred 
foot deep,fromwhich they draw Water by an incredi- 
ble Toil, Now if by chance they meet with a Spring 
of Water, it is worth | obſerving how cunningly, 
they husband it; . chey -Suſtain it by Banks in th 
higheſt places; they carn it here and chere. an Hun} 
dred different ways, that all the Country :may reap | 
the benefitof it ; they divide it, by drawing it by 
degrees, according as every one hath occaſion for th 
infomuch.that-.a-ſmall Rivulec, well managed, does 
{ometimes produce. the - Fertility of, awhole Pro 
-VINCE. >_> Hi 943.1 
The Rivers of China are no lels conſiderable than 
its Canals, there are two eſpecially, which the Rels 
flons haye made famous. The firſt is called Rin if 
ame 
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Tyamge, Which they commonly Tranſlate the Son of 
the Sea : But I am afraid they are miſtaken ; for the 
Letter with which the Chineſe write Yam, is different 
from that which ſignifies the Sea,altho* the Sound and 
Pronunciation may have ſome Affinity : Amongſt ſe- . 
yeral ſignifications that this Letter may have, that 
which they gave it in former times makes for our 
purpoſe. Under the Reign of the Emperor Yon ic 
ſignified a Province of China, limited by this River | 


_ on the North ; and it is ſomewhat probable that they 


gave this ſame Name to the River, becauſe the Prince 
drain'd all the Water that overflowed the whole Coun- 


. try into it. 


This Floud takes its riſe inthe Province of Nunuan, 
crofles the Province of Suchven, Huquam, and Nankim; 
and after it hath watered four Kingdoms far and wide 
for 400 Leagues together,it diſimbouges into theEaſt- 
Sea,over againſt the Iſle of Cummin, which was made 
by the Sand and Mud which this River bears along 
with it ; the Chineſe have a Proverb among(t chem 
that ſays, The Sea hath no bounds, 
and the Kiam hath no bottom * * Hai vou pim : 
And, in truth, in ſome places there Kam you tt. 
1s none to be found; in others they ; 


. - 


pretend there is wo or Three hundred Fathom water. 
Lam nevertheleſs perſwaded that their Pilots,that car- 

3y not above Fifty or Sixty Fathom Cord at longeſt, 
| never had theCurioſity to ſound fo deep as Three hun- 
| Ured Fathom 3 and the impofitbility of finding the 


bottom with their ordinary Plummet, is ſufficient in 
my opinion,to incline them to ſuch like Hyperbolye's. 

I have many times ſailed upon this River ; I have 
moreover diligently obſerved its Courſe and Breadth 
from Nenkim, to the Mouth of another River, into 
which Men enter 'to purſue the way to Canton. 
& is off of Nankim "Thirty Leagues from the Sea, a 
little half League broad ; the Paſſage along it is 
: dangerous; 


108 Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers 
dangerous ; and becomes more and more infamous 
every day for its Shipwracks. In its Courſe, whichis 
excecding rapid, it forms a great number of Iſles, all 
of them very beneficial to the Province, by reaſon of 
that multicade of Bullruſhes ten or twelve Foot high 
that it produceth, ferving for Fuel to all the Cities 
thereabouts ; for they have ſcarce Wood enough for 
Buildings and Ships. They yield a great Reye. 
nue, and the Emperor draws conſiderable Dutig 
from them. 

The River which the Torrents of the Mountains 
do ſometimes ſwell extraordinarily, grow ſo rapid, 
that many times they bear away the Iſles with them, 
or leſſen them by the half ; and form other new ones 


-in fomeather place ; and one cannotbut admire ta ſe i 


them change place in ſuch a ſhort time, juſt as if by 
diving, they had paſt under Water from one place to 
another. 'Theſe great Alterations do not always hap- 
pen ; but there is obſerved ſuch conſiderable Change 
every Year, that the Meandarins, leſt they ſhould be 
miſtaken , get them to be meaſured every Three 
years, to augment, ordiminiſh the Impoſts and Dy- 
= according to the condition they are faund to 
on 
The ſecond River of China 1s called Hoambo, as 


much as to ſay, The yellow River, becauſe the Earth 


it fweeps away with it, eſpecially. in times of great 
Rains gives it that Colour. I have ſeen a great many 
others, whoſe Waters at certain Seaſons of the year, 
are ſo over-charged with ſlime, and ſo groſs and thick, 
that chey rather reſemble Torrents of Mud, than real 
Rivers. The Hoambo takes its ſource at the Extremity 
of the Mountains that bound'the Province of Suchves 
in the Fe: From thence it throws it ſelf, into Tar- 
tary, where it flows for ſome time all along the great 
Wall, at which it ce-enters China, between the Pro- 


vince of Xanſi and Xevſs. Aﬀer that it Waters the - 
Wi: Province 


_— Les 4a «©. canes ai» Ac too  t PU» wa 


wo" ws 2 © i GS” 8 


»” ww un 0 YT 9G © wo B22 


VS bh L4 * 


"and Fruits of China. 109 


Province off Honan ; and when it hath run croſs one 
part of che Province of Nankim, and flowed above 
Six hundred Leagues into the Land, it diſimbognes at 
length into the Eaſt Sea, not far from the Mouth of 
Kiam. Ihavecroſt it, and coaſted itin divers places ; 
it is every Where very broad and rapid, yet neither 
deep nor navigable to ſpeak of. 

This River hath in former times cauſed great Deſo- 
lation in China, and they are till forced to this very 
day to keep up the Waters in certain places by long 
and\ ſtrong Banks, which notwithſtanding does not 


exempt the Cities thereabouts from Apprehenſions of 


Inundation. So likewiſe have they been careful, in 
the Province of Honan, the Ground lying very. low 


| thereabouts, toſurround the greateſt part of the Ci- 


ties, about a Mile from the Walls, with a Terrace , 
caſed with Turf, to prevent being ſurpriſed by Acci- 
dents and Caſualties in caſe the Bank be broken, as 
happened about Fifty two years ago. For the Empe- 
ror, endeavouring to force a Rebel (who, for a long 
time laid cloſe Siege to the City of Honan) to draw 
off; cauſed one part of the Banks to be broken down, 
thereby to drown the adverſe Army. But the Relief 
he afforded the City proved more fatal than the Fury 
ofthe Beſiegers would have been ; the wholeProvince 
amoſt was laid under Water, together with many 
Cities, and abundance of Villages, above Three hun- 
dred thouſand Perſons drowned in the Metropolis; 
amongſt whom were ſome of our Miflionaries,who at 
that time had a numerous Flock of Chriſtians ; and 
thereby loſt their Church and their Lives. 
The Low Country ever ſince is become a kind of 
2 Marſh or Lake ; not but that they have ſome deſign - 
to repair this Loſs, but the Undertaking is difhicule 
and very expenſive. The Sovereign Court that takes 
careof publick Works gmportutied the Emperor more 
than ones to ſend Father Verbie/t thither, and perad- 
I yenturs 
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venture, that -Pcince would have conſented therees 
at laſt, but he diſcovered that the Mandarins madg 
uſe of this pretence, to remove the Father at a di> 
ſtance from Court, and that their Deſign was to en- 

age him. in a difficult Enterpriſe, that was enough to 
= him ; or out of which he could never have 
diſintangled himſelf wich any honour. 

There is to be ſeen in China abundance of other Ri. 
vers leſs Famoys,but yet more Commodiousfor Cor- 
merce and Trade. 


Since they afford nothing uncommon,it would be to 


abuſe your Patience, ' Sir, to deſcend to the Particu- 
lars. As to what concerns Fountains, it were to be 
wiſht there were more of them, and better. *Tiscer- 
eain that their uſual Waters are not good, which,per- 
haps, hath obliged the Inhabitants, eſpecially in the: 
Southern Provinces, to drink it always warm ; but 
becauſe warm Water is unpalatable and nauſeous,they 
bethought themſelves of putting ſome Leaves ofa Tree 


to it, to give it a Guito. Thoſe of Tea ſeemed-to be. 


the beſt, and fo they frequently make uſe of it. F 

It may be alſo tharGod Almighty,whoſeProvidents 
hath fo univerſally provided for the Wants of his Peo- 
pie, and if ] may be bold to ſay it, for their Delight 
and Pleaſure, would not deprive China of that which 
is neceſſary to Life; ſo that for to Supply the Defe& 
of Wells and Fountains, which the Nature .of the 
G:ound hath made every where fſaltand brackiſh, he 
hath been pleaſed to produce that Species of a parti- 
cular Tree in aboundance, whoſe:Leaves fervenot on- 
ly to purge the Waters from their noxious Qualities, 
but alſo to make them wholſome and pleaſant. 

We are afſured that there is to be found in China 
amongſt Fountains, feveral that Flow and Ebb as-re+ 
gularly, as the Sea doth, whether it be that they 
have ſome Communication with the Ocean by 


certain Subterraneous Canyzyances,and Conduits, of 
whether 
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whether it be in paſſing through certain Earths, they 
areimpregnated with Salts ahd Spirits apt to cauſe this 
Fermencation. TI leave others to determine. 

Since I have begun to ſpeak of the different Wa- 
ters of China, I cannot paſs over in Silence the Lakes 
and Ponds that are every where almoſt to be ſeen in 
all the Provinces. Thoſe that are produced in Win- 


ter by the Torrents from the Mountains, lay-waſte 
the Fields,and render the whole Country during Sum- 


-mer, barren,fandy,and full of Flints. Thoſe that ariſe 


from Springs, abound in Fiſh,and yield a conſiderabls 
Revenue to the Emperor by the Salt they afiord. 
There is one of them amongſt the reſt, If I, be not 
miſtaken it is in Xanſi, in the middle whereof ap- 
pears a ſmall Iſland, where People divert themſelves, 
during the excefiive Heat, cooling themſelves, by 
throwing Water into the Air and making artificial 
rain. They find here a Cruſt of a certain Salt very 
white, and of a pleaſant Scent, whichthey continue 
althe Summerlong, with that Succeſs, that the Salt 
would be ſufficient for the whole Province, if ic were 
as Salt as that of the Sea; they commoniy make uſe 
of it to Seaſon Meat witha]. 

Altho' I have not ſeen all thoſe famous Lakes in 
China,zyhereunto Hiſtorians afcribe ſo many Miracles, 
yet ſhall I relate ſomething,whichTdo not care to war- 
rantfor Goſpel ; which nevertheleſs, will let you under- 


- and the Genius of the Country,where People fo eali- 


ly give Credit to what ſeems moſt incredible. 
In the Province of Fekien there is ove whoſe Water 
Is green, and changes Iron into Copper. They have 
built a Palace upon the Banks of another no: far di- 
ſtant from the former, in an Apartment of which one 
hears the ringing of Bells every time Heaven threa- 
tens a Storm. There are Waters in the Province of 
Quamtam that chanze Colour every year. In Summer 
and in Winter,they are very. clear ; in Avtumn they 
L2 turn 
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turn blue, but of ſuch a-fine blue,that People make 
uſe of it to dye Stuffs. 

In that place is to be ſeen a Mountain full of 
Caverns, whoſe very Aſpect is very terrible, in which 


is found a Lake of that Nature, that if one throw a 


Stone into it, one may hear a noiſe like Thunder ; 
fometime after there ariſeth a groſs Miſt, which im- 
mediately diſlolves into Water. 

But the moſt famous of them all, is, that of the 
Province of 74nnan. The Chineſe would make you be- 
lieve that this Lake came all on the ſudden,during an 
Earthquake that ſwallowed up all the Country with 
its Inhabitants. This was a juſt Judgment upon them 
for their wickedneſs, for they were very diſfolute Li- 
vers.Of all chat were there at that time,there was but 
one Child that was ſaved, which they found in the 
middle of the Lake born up upon a piece of Wood. 

In the Iſle of Haynan, belonging to China, there is 
a-ſortof Water, whether it be Lake or Fountain, I 
know not, that petrifies Fiſh, I my feli have brought 
over Crawfiſh, that preſerving their intire Natural 
Figure, are fo far changed into Stone,that the Claws 
and Body of them are very hard, very folid, and lit- 
tle differing from Stone. Theſe Wonders of Nature 
are not fo far particular to China, but the like may 
be met with elſewhere; and if one does not credit 
. all the Chineſe relate, it is not becaule there is ſome- 
times no foundation for their Stories : | But becauſe 
they have ſomewhat of the Air of Fable, and Hyper- 
bolical in them, that would make a Man eyen ſuſpe& 
'" the Trath itſelf. / | 

E wiſh with all my heart, Sir, I were able to ex- 
plain all the kinds of Fiſh that the Rivers and Lakes 
furniſh them with, as well as zhoſe that are Caught 
upon their Coalis (that fo I might fully ſatisfy the 
Subje& I have undertaken) but to tell you: the 


truth, I am not well enough informed to engage my. 
E 


<> 
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{elfnpon a particular Relation of them ; I have ſeen, 
as far as I can gueſs, all the Fiſh in China, that we 
have in France : 1 have taken notice of a great many 


4 & os * 
others that I did not know, not ſo much as their 


Names ; that is all I can fay of it : Beſides that I ſhall 
confirm to you, what poflibly you may have read in 
the Relations touching the Fiſh they call the Golden 
and Silver Fiſh that are found in divers Provinces , 
which are a great Beauty and Ornament tothe Courts 


and Gardens of great Perſons. 


They are commonly of a fingers length, and of a 
proportionable thickneſs; the Male is of a mot 
delicate red,from the head to thz middle of the Pody, 
and furcher ; the reſt, rogether with the Tail, is gilded; 
but with ſuch a glittering,and burniſht Gold, that 
our real Gildings cannot come near it. 'The Fe- 
male is white, its Tail, nay and one part of its Body, 
pertetly waſht over with Silver; the Tail of 
both of them js not even and flat as that of other 


_ Fiſh, but faſhioned like a Nolegay, thick and long, 


which gives a particular Grace to this pretty Ani- 
mal, and fets it off, being beſides periedtly well 


_ proportioned. 


Thoſe who. would breed them, | ought to have 
great Care,for they are extraordinary tender,and fen- 
fible of the leaſt Injuries of the Air. They put chem 
into 4 great Baſin, ſuch as are in Gardens, .very deep 


and large ;' at the bottom of which they are wonc 


to'place an Earthern Pot turned upſide down, full of 
Holes on the ſides, that they may retire into ic when 
It is very hot Weather,and by that means ſhelter them- 
ſelves from the Sun. They likewiſe throw upon the 
vurface of the Water ſome particular Herbs that keep 
aways green, and maintain the coolneſs. This Wa- 
ter is to be changed ewo or three times a Week, yet 
b that freſh Water may be put in, according as the 

aſin is emptied, which muſt never be left dry. If 
| L 3 one 
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one be obliged to remove the Fiſh from one Y2ſe to 
another, great care muſt be taken not to touch them 
with the Hand; all thoſe that are touched dye quick- 
ly after, or ſhrive] up ; you muſt for that purpoſe 
make uſe of a little Thred Purſe, faſtned at the up. 
per end of a Hoop, into which they are inſenſibly 
ingaged ; when they are once got into it of them. 
ſelves, one muſt take heed of hurtingthem, and 
be ſure to hold them ſtill in 'the firſt, which emp- 
ties but flowly, and gives time to Tranſport them to 
the other Water. Any great noiſe, as of a Cannon, 
or of Thunder, too ſtrong a ſmell, too violent a mo- 
tion, are all very hurtful to them,yea,and ſometimes 
occaſions their dying ; as I have obſerved at Sea every 
time they diſcharged the Cannon, or melted Pitch 
and Tar : Beſides, they live almoſt upon nothing ; | 
thoſe inſenſible Worms that are bread inthe Water,or 
thoſe ſmall earthly Particles that are mixt with it,ſuf- 
fice in a manner to keep them alive, They do, not- 
withſtanding, throw in little Balls of Paſt now and 
then ; but there is nothing better than a Wafer, which 
fteep't, makes a kind of Pap, of which they are ex- 
tream greedy, which indeed is very ſuitableto 
their natural Delicacy and Tenderneſs.s In hot 
Countries they multiply very much, provided 
care be taken to remove their Eggs , which 
{wim upon the Water, which che Fiſt moſt com- 
monly. eat : They place them in a particular Yaſe 
expoſed to the Sun, and therethey preſerve them 
till che heat hatcheth them ; the Fiſh come out of 
a black colour, which fome of them keep ever af- 
ter, but it is changed by little and little in other 
Colours, into Red, White, Gold, and Silver, ac- 
cording to their different Kind: The Gold andoil- 
ver, begins at the extremity of the Tail, . and 
expand themſelves ſomewhat more or lefs, according 
© their particular Diſpoſition. Dr +98 ai 
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All this, Sir, and other Marvels of the Univerſe, 
makes us acknowledge the Finger of God every where, 
who for our ſakes hath embelliſhed the World many 
thouſand ways, He is not only content to enlighten 
the Heavens, and enrich the Earth, but deſcends in- 


_ tothe Abyſles, into the very Waters; where he hath 


left ſome Footſteps of his profound Wiſtom, and nor 
to mention thoſe prodigious Monſters, that {cem to be 
made to aſtoniſh Nature, te hath likewiſe created 
thoſe wonderful Fiſh I but now deſcribed, which, as 


_ little as they are, yet by cheir ſingular Beauty are the 


Subject of our Admiration, and furniſh ns wich ſome 
faint 7deas of the Greatneſs of the wiſe Creator, 
Thus I have preſented you, Sr, in a Compendium, 
the Draught, and as it were the Map of that Country, 
which 1 deſign'd to- give you ſome knowledge of; 
theſe are but the outſide, and if 1 may lo ſay, but the 
Body of that Empire, whoſe Soul and Spirit is di- 
ſperft through its Inhabitants. Peradventure, when 
you ſhall have read what I have writ to you about it, 
you will be apt to enquire what People they be who 
are ſo happy as to receive the greaceſt, faireſt, and 
moſt fertile Portion of the Earth tor their Inheritance; 
ſuch a Land, in a word, that it wants nothing to 
make it a real Land of Promite, but to be Cultivated 


by God's People, and inhabited by true [/raelites in- 
feed. Tf we had nothing, as the Hebrews had, but 
'the Red-Sea and Wilderneſs to go through, probably 


Forty. years might ſuffice to bring ic under Subje&tion 
to the Goſpel: Bur that vaſt Extent of Seas, thoſe in- 
finite and unpracticable Land Journeys, that were ca- 


pable of putcing a ſtop to Adoſes and the Prophets, are 


a great ftop to the Zeal of the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and leſſen the number of his New Apoſtles. 
Oh '! that I could, as the Hebrews did, whom 240- 


fes ſent to diſcover the Promiſed Land, repreſent the 
inmenſs Richneſs, and moſt precious Harveſt char 
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Cbina promiſes to the Labourers in the Vineyards, we 
have hopes that probably the profſpe& of ſuch an a. 
bundant Crop, might in time prevail with all Exrope 
cocome and reap it : At leaft, I hopethat my Teſti 
mony will not be inſignificant, and that the more than 
ordinary Zeal of the ſmall Company of Miffionaries 
that ſhall ſucceed me, will make amends for the vaſt 
Number of hoſe which ſuch a vaſt Empire might de. 
mand. I am, with all the reſpe& imaginable, | 

| LE © 5 
You moſt bumble, | 
and moſt affeionate Servant, 


E ? 
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To the Marquis de Torfi, Secretary of 
State for Foreign Afﬀairs. 
Of the peculiar Charaer of the Chinele-Nation, 


its Antiquity, Nobility, Manners, and its good 
and bad Bualities. 


Hy Lord, | 


G tu in the Employment wherewith the King 


hath honoured you, and which you do already. 


diſcharge with ſo much Wiſdom, nothing cah 
contribute more to promote you to that high pitch 
of Perfe&ion, that all Europe expes from you, thatt 
the exact Knowledge of the Manners and Genius of 
Foreigners, I could imagine no leſs than that by or- 
dering me to write to you concerning the Empireof 
China, you did particularly deſire to learn what was the 
Character of its Inhabitants. 
It is true, if we judge of the future by preceding 
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Reigns, fuch Informations would perhaps ſtand you 
in no ſtead. Hitherto France hath had nothing todo 
with that People; and Nature ſeems to have pla- 
ed them at ſuch a diſtance from us, on purpoſe that 
we might have no concern with them. But under the 
Reign of Lewis che Great, for whom Nature her felf 
hath ſo often changed her Laws, is any thing impoſſi- 
ble? *Nay, will not Heaven, which ſeems to have 
employed all Nations to make him Renowned, oblige 
China, as proud and haughty as it is, . to contribute 
ſomething to his Glory ? 

Ic is in all Humane Probability, under. your Minj- 
firy, iy Lord, that we ſhall behold the moſt flouriſh- 
ing and mighty Empire of the 77, unite it ſelf with. 
the moſt puiſſant Realm in all Europe. And perhaps, 
if it had not been for this fatal War, the dire Conſe- 
quences of which have expanded themſelves as far as 
the Extremities of the Univerſe, you would e're this 
have given Audience to the Ezwvoys of a Prince, who 
never acknowledged any other Sovereign beſides 
himſelf in the World. This Negotiation, fo glorious 
for you, and fo much conducing to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Religion, which the Iniquity of the Times 
hath hitherto interrupted, may be hereafter ſet afoot 
apain ; and it is on purpoſe to diſpoſe and incline you 
to the ſame, that I preſume to take the liberty, 24; 
Loxd, to let you underſtand the Character of hols 
who are to be employed therein. 


.- The Chineſe are fo Ancient in the World, that it 


fares with. them as to their Original, as with great 
Rivers whoſe Source can ſcarce be diſcovered. It is 
neceſſary for that purpoſe, tolook back farther than all 
our 'Prophane Hiſtories; for their Chronology ſur- 
paſſes even the common Account of the Creation of 
the World. 

Tis very true, the Vulgar Hiſtory of that Grand 
Monarchy, is-not only dubious, but manifeſtly ay” 
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far it computes Forty thouſand years ſince the Foun- 
dation of the Empire ; but the account given by the 
Learned and Judicious among them, comes ſo well 
confirmed, fo evidently proved, and eſtabliſhed by fo 
conſtant a Tradition, that one cannot call it in queſti- 
on among them, without paſling for Ridiculous, and as 
they themſelves expreſs it, for Heretical. . 
| ccording to this Hiſtory, which none of their 
Learned Men ever queſtioned, China hath had its 
Kings for above Four thouſand years, that have con- 
tinued to this preſent Time without any Interruption, 
The ſame Family hath not been always ſeated upon 
the Throne ; there hath been Twenty two different 
Families, that-have produced Two hundred thirty fix 
Emperors. Several Doctors carry this Monarchy back 
Six hundred years higher : TheirOpinion depends on 
probable grounds, but we may relye upon the firſt ;. 
which makes very much for the Grandeur and Nobi- 
lity of China, ſince Five or Six hundred years, more or 
Jeſs, does not produce any notable diminution in its 
Antiquity. | ; 
Certainly, after all the Inquiries and Examinations 
* that have been made into this Chronology, it is no 
longer left to our Liberty to doubt of it, than of the 
Hiſtories that are the moſt authentickly received a- 
mongſt us: And it ought ſo much the rather to be 
believed, foraſmuch as it was incapable of admitting 
_ any Alteration from Foreigners ; foraſmuch as it was 
always currant amongſt the knowing Men of the 
Country, for true, ſure, and unconteſtable; becaule it 
is written ina natural, plain unaffected Stile, that car- | 
ries with it that Air of Verity that ever perſwads: 
And beſides, Confucizs, eſteemed for his great Capadi- 
ty, Sincerity and Uprightneſs, never doubted of it ; 
nay, and did even eſtabliſh his whole Do&rine there- 
upon, Five hundred and fifty years before the Birth of 
our Saviour, becauſe his Books are very conformable 
"i 
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to the Holy Scripture, in reference to the Apeof the 
ficſt Men ; for they aſſure us that Tobi reigned an 
hundred and fifty years ; Chinmum, an hundred and 
forty ; Hoamti, an hundred and eleven; Tas, an hun- 
dred and eighteen,and fo for the reſt, always decrea- 


EB fing, conformable to what Holy Writ teaches us. In 


a word, the Eclipſes obſerved at that time, muſt needs 
happen in effe& ; which they could not know, butby 
obſervation, and not by any Calculations, ſince they 
never had. exact ones: All this perſwades us that 
there is little certainty in the Prophane Hiſtory of 
the World, if we can reaſonably doubt of that of 
China. 

In a word, this Empire was involved in the Com- 
mon Fate of all others, whoſe Origin is very inconſi- - 
derable.It ſeems probable that the Children,or Grand- 


- Children of Noob, diſperſt themſelves into 4a, and 


at length penetrated asfar as this part of China, that is 
moſt Weſterly ; which is calld at this day X2»/z and 


' Xenſi, They lived at the beginning in Families, and 


the Kings were Fathers, to whom a long continu- 


- ance of years, abundance of Fiocks, and other Coun» 


try Paſtoral Riches added ſome Authority. 

Fohi was the firſt that laid the Foundation of*the 
Monarchy ; his Wiſdom, Diſcretion, his good Morals, 
Power, and Reputation, which his great Age had ac- 


quired him, made them give ear to him, as to an Ora- 
. Cle : Heregulated all Private, as well as Politick and 
Religious Matters ; infomuch that the State was in a 


very flouriſhing Condicion in a ſhort time, his Sub- 


+ Jes poſſeſſed the Province of Honar at firlt, and ſome 


years after all the Lands and Territories that are ex- 
tended as far as the South Sea. 
* Tt is probable that the Chineſe, from their very O- 


'Tigina}, did{ook upon themſelves as ſomething more 
*than other Men, like to thoſe Princes, who as ſoon - 
"85 they are born, diſcover a certain natural loftinefs 


that 
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that ever diſtinguiſhes them from the Vulgar. Whe- 
ther it was that the neighbouring Kingdoms were 
barbarous, or inferiour to them in point of Wiſdom, ] 
don't know ; bur at that very time they laid down a 
Maxim of State amongſt themſelves, To hawe 0 Com 
merce with Foreigners and Strangers, but juſt ſo much a 
ſhould be neceſſary to receive their Homage. Neither did 
they court and ſeek after theſe Badges of Sovereignty 
out of a Spirit of Ambition, but that they might have 
the. better opportunity to preſcribe to other People of 
the World Laws and Conſtitutions of periec& Go- 
- vernment. | | 
So that when any one amongſt their Tributaries 
failedto appear at thetime appointed, they did not ob- 
lige him by open force to ſubmit, but on the contrary 
had Compaſſion on him. 7/bat do we loſe by it, lay 
they, if he ſtill remain barbaroms ? fince he is ſo averſe to 
Wiſdom, he needs to blame no body but himſelf as often as 
be ſhall fail in hs Duty through Paſſion or Blindneſs. 
This grave Policy acquired the Chineſe fo great a, 
Reputation, that throughout all the Indzes, all Tartary 
and Perſia, look*'d upon them as the Oracles of the 
World; yea, and the People of Fapan had ſuch an 
high Conceit of them, that when St. Xavier brought 
the Faith amongſt them ( altho' China art that time 
came ſhort of her priſtine Probity) one of the great 
,Reafonsthey objeed againſt the good Man, was, That 
a Nationſo wile, fo intelligent,had not yet embraced-it. 
But this piece of Policy that induced them to diſtin- 
ouiſh themſelves from others, which at firſt might 
probably be a profitable Maxim, degenerated after- 
wards into Pride. They look'd upon themſelves as a 
choſen ele& People, that Hzaven had produced in the 
Center of the Univerſe to give them a Law ; a Peo- 
ple only capable to Inſtruct, Civilize, and Govern 
Nations. They fanciedother Men but as Dwarfs and 
pitiful Monſters, thrown by into the Extremities * 
Eg | tho 
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the Earth, as the Droſs and Off ſcouring of Nature 


whereasthe Chineſe placed in the middle of the World, 
had alone received from God Almighty a rational 


Form'and Shape, and a true Size. Their Ancienc 


Maps'are filled with ſuch like Figures, and with a 
great many Emblems apt to inſpire that Diſdain they 
ſhew'd of all Mankind, | 
- But perceiving the Europeans inſtructed in all ſorts 
of Sciences, they were ſtruck with Aftoniſhment: 
How can it poſſibly be, ſaid they, that a People ſo far re- 
mote from #5 ſhould have any Wit or Capacity © They have 
never peruſed our Books ; they were never modelled by onr 
Laws, and yet they (peak, diſcourſe, and argue aright as 
Our Workmanſhip, as Stuffs, Clocks, Watches, 
Mathematical Inſtruments, and ſuch like Curioſities, 
ſurpriſedthem till more ; for they imagined that dex- 
trous and expert Artificers were no where to be met 


| with but in China. Then they began to underſtand 


that we were not ſo barbarous as they imagined ; and 
ſaid in a joking way, We ſuppoſed all other People blind, 
and that Nature bad beftowed Eyes upon none but the Chi- 
neſe ; but we find now that this is not univerſally true, if 
the Europeans do not ſee ſo clearly as we, they have at 
leaſt one Eye apeice. h 
I havetaken notice of ſome Frenchmen ſo moved at 
this ridiculous Vanity, that they were not Maſters of 
their Paſſion ; they would poflibly have done better 
to: have laught at .this Vanity , or atleaſt have 
excus'd it, ſince the Chineſe till that time, had ſeen 
none but Indians and Tartars, and they beheld the 
Weſt at a diſtance, as we at preſent behold the Terra 
Auſtralis Incopnita, and Foreſts of Canada : Now if 
at 300 Leagues diſtance from Quebec we found Iroquiars 
Mathematicians, or learned Alkonkins, that could dif. 
cover'to us a new Philoſophy, more clear, compre. 
henfive, and more perfect than ours, we ſhould beng 


leg 
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leſs blame-worthy than the Chineſe, for preferring our 


felves tothat People, and for having hitherto termed 
them Barbarians. ; 


Abating this Pride, you muſt confels that the Ch; 


veſe Nation hath been endued with rare Qualities; 
with a great deal of Politenels in managing the affairs 
of the World, with great Senſe and Regularity in 
theic Buſineſs, with much Zeal for the Publick Good, 
true and juſt Idea's of Government , with a Genias, 
mean indeed as to Speculative Sciences, but yet right 
and ſure in Morality, which they have always pre- 
ſerved very conformableto Reaſon. 


The People principally applied themſelves to the 


Educationof Childrenin their Families ; they eſteem 
ed Agriculture above all other things ; they were La- 
borious toexceſs, loving and underſtanding Commergg 
and Trading perfeatly well. Judges and Governor 


of Cities affe&ed an outſide Gravity, Sobriety at their 
Tables, Moderation in Houſe-keeping, and Equity | 


in all their Judgments, which gained Love and Re- 
ſpe& from all the People in general. The Emperor 
placed his Happineſs in nothing more than to procure 
ic for his Subjects ; and look'd upon himſelf not fo 


much a King of a Mighty State, as a Father of a 


Numerous Family. 

This Character of Chins, My Lord, that I have gi- 
ven you, is act flattering, but Bichfully deduced-from 
its own Hiſtory, that furniſhes us with-an infinite 
number of Examples of the conſpicuous Wildom that 
hath been ſo long the Soul chat auates its Govern* 


ment, *Tis true mdeed, the Civil Wars, the Weak, 


or Wicked Kings, and the Power of Foreigners, have 
from time to time diſturbed this goodly Order : whit 
ther the Fundamental Laws of the State wereexcel- 
lent, or the People from their Cradles indued with 
happy Diipoſitions, is not material ; but ic is moſt 


Certain, theſes Fatal and Troubleſome Intervals did 


not 
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not long continue ; if ſo be they were but never fo 
little left to their own diſpoſal, they flowed again in 
theic former Courſe : And we fee at this very day, 
in the midſt of that Corruption, which the s 
flick Troubles and Commerce with the Tartars have 
introduced, ſome Footſteps of their ancient Probit 
remaining, | 

I do not pretend, My Lord, to enlarge any furthee 
upon this Subjet. I know very well that it is a Let= 
terthat T have the honour to write to you, and nag 
a Hiſtory ; beſides, they are about Tranſlating into 


| French that Hiſtory which the Chineſe themſelves have 


given us 5 andI am confident it will pleaſe, not only 
by its Novelty, but by the extraordinary Matters it 
contains. -— 

I thought it enough in this place to draw you out 


thePortraituye of the preſent State of China, in rela- 


tion -to the Manners and Cuſtoms of its People; I 
could decipher it in a few Words, by telling you that 
they live there as we do in Europe. Avarice, Ambiti- 
o and Pleaſure, go a great way in all their TranſaQi- 
ons, They Cozen and Cheat in Traffick ; Injuſtice 
reigns in Sovereign Courts ; Intrigues bufie both Prin- 


£| cs and Courtiers, In the mean time Perſons of Qua- 


lity take ſo many meaſures to conceal Vice ; and the. 
Out-works are (ſo well guarded, that if a Stranger be 
hot careful to be inſtructed concerning Aftairs to the 
bottom, he imagines that every thing is perfeAly well 
tegulated. '. Herein the Chineſe reſemble the Europe- 
#1, in other reſpetsthey are wholiy unlike. Their 
Countenance, Air, Language, Diſpoſition, Civilities, 
Manners and Behaviour, are not only different from 
Obrs, but alſo from all that we can find in all 6:her Na- 
tons of the World. 


- Without doubr, 4y Lord, you have taken notice 


* the Figures that are painted upon the Porce- 
tain 
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lain' Diſhes and Cabinets that come from China ; otir! þ 


Pictures in Europe do always flatter us, but thoſe of 
China make them maimed and ridiculous. They are 
not ſoill-favoured as they make themſelves : They do 
not indeed entertain the ſame 7Jeas of Beauty which 
we do. They wonld have a Man big, tall, and 
groſs; they would have him have a broad Forehead, 
=_ little and flat, a ſhort Noſe, great Ears, a Mouth 
of a middle fize, a long Beard, and black Hair. That 
curious Feature, that lively Aſpe&, that ſtately and 
noble Gate and Deportment the French fo much e& 
ſteem, does not at all pleaſe them. He is an hand- 
ſome Man that fills an Elbow-Chair, that by his 
Size and Bulk can look big. As for their Colour, 
they are naturally as fair as we, eſpecially towards 
the North ; but being the Men take no care of them: 
ſelves, travel much, wear upon their Head nothing 
but a little Bonnet very improper to defend their 
Face from the Sun-beams, they 'are commoenly 4 
Tawny. as the Portngueſe in the Indies +: The Peopk 
alſo of the Provinces of Quamitum ant Nunnan, by rex 
ſon of the exceffive Heat, and working half naked, are 
of a Dun Complexion. | 

As much as the Men negle& themſelves in this par- 
ticular, fomuch do the Women take all the care 1im+ 
ginable to preſerve themſelves. I am not ſure if paint- 
ing be uſual with them ;5 but I have been cold chat 
they rub their Faces every Morning with a fort of 
white Meal, which rather ſpoils than mends their 
Complexion. They have all of chem little Eyes, and 
ſhore Noſes; in other things they one ei 
| Thort of the European Ladies, but their Modeſty, 16 
natural to them, doth infinitely fer off their Hand- 
ſomneſfs; a little-Collar of white Satcin faſtened to 
a Veſt, keeps them light, and covers their Neck all 0- 
ver. Their Hands are always hid in long Sleevesj 
they tread ſoftly and gingerly, with their Eyes ww 

| t 
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. the Ground, their Head on one fide, and a Man 
'would imagine, to look: on them, that they were a 


Company of Nuns or Devotees by Profeflion, fer 
apart, and ſequeſtred from the World, only taken up 
in the Service of God. So that itis obſervable, That 
Cuſtom hath many times more power to perplex 
and crouble the fair Sex, than the moſt auſtere and 
rigid Vertue : Nay, and-it were a thing to be deſj- 
red, that Chriſtianity were able to obtain from Chri- 
ſtian Ladies here, what the Practice of the World 
hath for ſo many Ages inſpired into the Idolatrous 
Chineſe. | : 

- This Modeſty nevertheleſs does not hinder them 
from that Vanity incident to their Sex 5; the more 
they are confined, the lefs they love Solitude; they 
dreſs themſelves gorgeouſly, and ſpend all the Morn- 
ing in making themſelves fine, thinking they may be 
ken in the day time, altho' perhaps they are not by 
any one but their own Domeſticks. Their Head- 
dreſs, which uſually conſiſts of ſeveral Locks buckled 
up, interlaced with Flowers of Gold and Silver, 
makes but an odd kind of. 2 figure. But I neither can, 
nor will, My Lord, give you a particular Deſcription 
of it, becauſe Il know you do not expect it from me. 
However, I am perſ{waded if People ſhould ſee the 
Model of them in France, they would go near to be 
tempted to quit that extravagant burden of Head- 
dloaths which they wear, and dreſs themſelves. after 
the Neatneſs and Simplicity of the Chineſe. | 

+ The Ladies wear, as: Men do, a'long Sattin or 
Cloath of Gold Veſt, red, blue, or green, according 
to:their particular Phanfie ; the elder fort habic them- 
ſelves in black, or purple ; they wear beſides that, a 
kind of Surrott, the Sleeves whereof, are extream 
wide, and trail upon the Ground, when they have no 
occaſion to hold them up. But that which diſtin- 
giſheth them from all the _ in the _- 
; — O&s 
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does ina manner make a particular Species of thern, 

is the littleneſs of their Feet, and here lyes the more 
eſſential point of their Beauty. This is one of the'moſt 
wonderful and ſtrange things in the World : They 
affe& this to that degree, that they would juſtly be 
accuſed of Folly, did not an extravagant and ancient 
Cuſtom (which in the buſineſs of the ode, ever- 
more preyails over the greateſt Convenience) oblige 


them to follow the Stream, and comply with the Cu- } 


ſtom of the Country. 

So ſoon-as ever the Girls are born, the Nurſes take' 
Care to tye their Feet extream hard that they may not 
grow : Nature that ſeems to be diſpoſed for this Tor- 
ment, does more eaſily buckle to it than one could 
imagine ; nay, one does not perceive that their Health 
is impaired thereby. Their Shoes of Sattin, embroi- 
dered with Gold, Silver, and Silk, are extraordinary 
neat ; and tho' they be very little, yet they ſtrive to 
ſhew them, as they walk ; for walk they do (which 
one would not be apt to believe) and would walk all 
day long by their good-will, if they, had liberty to go 
abroad. Some have been perſwaded chat ic was an 
Invention of the ancient Chineſe, who to bring Wo- 
men under a neceſlity of keeping within Doors, 
brought little Feet in faſhion. I have more than once 
inquired about it of the Chineſe themſelves, but they 
never heard of any ſuch reaſon. Theſe are idle T aleslays' 
one of them {iniling, our Fore-fathers knew Women 100 
well, as we dd, to believe that in retrenching half of their 
Feet , -they could be deprived of the power of walking, and 
of longing to ſee the World, ' © | 

If People would have given themſelves the trouble 
to have canſulted the Relations concerning the Aſpe& 
and Mien of the Chineſe Women ; is would not 
have been ſo eaſie a matter to impoſe upon the 
eaſineſs of the Ladies of Paris, who entertain'd a poor 


French Women the laſt year, giving her all — 
0 


o 
| 
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of Relief, becauſe ſhe ſaid ſhe was an Outlandiſh 
Woman, and of one of the beit Families in Cha. 
This-Accident ſurpriſed all Curious Perſons, and 


the Marquis de Croſs told me, he would take it as 


a Favour if I would examine the truth of | the 
Sory. I 
harity, added he, is no lefs acceptable to God, al- 


. tho' it be page upon Objects that deſerve it not. 
| If the buſineſs 


of giving the Money were the only 
thing in queſtion, it would be ſcarce worth the while 
td dete the Fraud where a Perſon pretends necefli- 
ty; But in the caſe before us ; the Maid ſaid: ſhe 
was an. Heathen, that ſhe was exhorted long ſince 


| to. be Converted ; that ſhe underſtood rightly, 


0r_at leaſt pretended to underſtand our Myſte- 
nies; in fine, ſhe deſired to embrace our Religion.; 
and they were juſt upon the point to baptize her. 
If ſhe be a Chineſe, well and good ; we have cauſe to 
almire Divine Providence for -bringing this Soul 
from ſo remote a place,: to be admitted into the Bos 
ſom of the Church ;-. but if ſhe be a French Woman, - 
who probably hath been baptized from her Infancy, 
this Abuſe of the Sacrament thar ſhe's a going to re- 
ceive a ſecond time, _ is a Sacriledge deſerving the ſe- 
vereft Puniſhment ; of which Sacriledge, thoſe that 
affiſt her become guilty themſelves. 

_ I'was already much prepoſleſied with an ill Opi- 
nion of this pretended Chineſe ; but, beſides the or- 
der of the Marquis de Croifi, I thought it would be 
good to ſift out the buſineſs to the bottom, to unde- 


Ceive thoſe that were any ways concern'd therein. 


When ſhe underſtood that I would come and ſee 
her; ſhe was very much diſturbed. He is not a Chi- 


_ hele Father, ſays ſhe, but one of :he Indian Miſſiona- 


res, whom the Revolution of Siam hath brought back. 
Nay, they had much ado to find her, when I ap- 
reared ; they ſought for ber all up and down a good 

| K 2 | while; 
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while, and at length unkennell'd her, and perſwaded 
her co make Appearance. 


'So ſoon as T ſaw her, I had no need of Examina- 
tion, the Features of her Face, her Gate, her Feet, 


her whole Behaviour betray'd her. She feigned in 


ſpeaking French, that ſhe did not well underſtand the 
Language ; but, beſides the placing of the words, 


which ſhe endeavoured to pronounce confuſedly, was 
altogether natural, which is ſcarce ever got by Stran- 


' gers, 'ſhe did alſo pronounce with a great deal of 


firmneſs ſeveral Letters not in uſe with the Chineſe, 


which it is impoflible for thern to expreſs. 

- Aﬀeer the firft Diſcourſes, I demanded of what Pro- 
vince, and what Family of China ſhe was, and by 
whar ſtrange Adventure ſhe was at ſuch a great Di- 


ſtance from her Country ? 1 am of Pekin it ſelf, ſays 


ſhe, the Metropolis of the Empire, born inthe Emperor's 
Palace, brought up at Court, and Daughter to Prince Co- 
ronne: A Prince: who does diſpoſe Sovereignly 
every thing ; more Mafter, and more powerful than 
the Emperor himſelf; whoſe. Pleaſures are never 
interrupted by the,Cares of Publick Afﬀairs ; who 
being little concerned at the good-or bad Condition 
of the Empire, confines all his Ambition to the ren- 
dering himſelf happy, and to lead an eafie and plea- 
lint Life. | | 

1 embarked with my Mother, who had a deſign to paſs 


3nto Japan, there to treat of a Marriage for me. In tht 


Paſſage our Veſſel was attacked by an Holland Pirate, that 
zook it, and blew it up; and brought me away Priſontt. 
However the barbarous Pirate took ſuch care of me, as did 
ſomething ſweeten my Captivity, if the loſs of my Mother 
had not reduced me to a Diſconſolate Condition, for ſhe died 
before mine Eyes, and the Repreſentation of ſo fatal an A 
cident that lay night and day heavy upon my Spirit, would 
| ſearce permit me 10 reflec upon the many kind Offices be 


did me. 
Newer- 
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Nevertheleſs, my Conditien was not ſo deplorable as 1 
imagined ; the vittorious Hollander was at length over- 
come by a French Privateer : I was a ſecond time a Caps 
tive, and treated by the new Captain with ſo much harſhneſs, 
that 1 was at that very moment appprebenſive that my Grief 
might increaſe, and that the exceſs of Miſeries that one en- 
dure in this World, 1s never ſo great, but one may become 
frill more miſerable. This Voyage was to me the longeſt, 
moſt dangerous, and accompanied with much ſorrow and 
bitterneſs. At length we came aſhoar at @ place which I 


. knew not ; they brought me out of the Ship, and after they 


had dragged me through ſeveral Provinces, they barba- 


rouſly forſook me, and 1 found my ſelf deſtitute, comfortleſs, 


and without any ſupport, in the middle of this great City, 
which I hear called Paris. | 

« "Tis true, Heaven bath not quite forſaken me; the word 
Pekin, the only word by which 1 could make known my 
Country 5; brought me out of Miſery. Some Ladies, at the 


hearing of this word were moved with Compaſſion, took me 


into their Houſe, and have ever (ince treated me with 
ſo much Charity, that, I do not know if I ought to 
—_— of Fate that hath condufied me into ſo good- 
ands. 

She had, indeed, ſome cauſe to be well pleaſed with 
her Lot, much better ineffe, than ſhe could reaſona- 
bly expe&t. They treated her as a Maid of ſome Noble 
Family ; nay, it was an Hundred pound to a penny 
but they had given her the quality of Princeſs Coroz- 
", a Name much better known in France than China, 
where this is yet unknown. They told me moreover 
that divers Perſons were impatient to do her a kind- 
neſs, and that Monſieur N. one of our moſt famous 
Writers, had already Compoſed three extraordinary 
eloquent Letters in her Name ; one for the Empe- 
ror, another for Prince Coronn6, and the third for 
lome other Prince of her Family. He hath, without 
doubt, what he deſerved from the Perſons that in- 
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gapged him in it ; yet Idonot believe that China will e- 
ver thank him for it. | | 

© For my part, My Lord, I do confels that the bare 
recital of this Adventure appear'd to me ſomewhat f- 


bulous, and carries with it an Air Romantick enough | 


co undeceive thoſe, whom an exceſs of Charity had 
not quite blinded. Prince Coronnt is a Chimera, that 
hath not the leaſt appearance of Truth in it. The 
Birth of a Maid in a Palace where there is none 


but Eunuchs, is ſtill more hard to be believed, The 


 Hollanders are not at War with the Chineſe, and it is 
- not their beſt way to fall out with them, by Aſſault. 
ing their Ships, | 

The Chineſe Dames, that ſcarce ever ſtir out oftheir 
Houſes, do not care for undertaking long Voyages at 

Sea: And the Matth they were going to manage is 
no more likely than that a Princeſs of France ſhould 
Embark at Breſ#, to-Sail into the Þndies to eſpoule ſome 
Mandarin of Siam. - EP : 

Beſides, We know all the Veſſels that we have ta- 
ken from the Hollanders, as well as thoſe that are arri- 
ved in France from the Indies : We know the Captains 
of them, we know their Prizes, their Engagements, 
their Adventures, and yet we hear not one word of' 
what our Chineſe relates. Now if ſhe be ſo unfortunate 
as tobe found in the Streets of Paris miſerable, forlorn, 

and unknown, ſhe onght not ſo much to lay the fault 
upon our French People, as upon her ii] Fortune that 
| took no care to place her better in this World. 

Bat to Convince all thoſe who were preſent at our 
Interview, I-put divers queſtions to her abour the 
principal Cities in Cha ; T examined her concern- 
ing the: Money, their Writing, the Chara&ers and 
Language of the Country. She told me ſhe had of- 


ten travelled from Pekin to Nankim in leſs thanThree | 


days, notwithſtanding it is above Three, hundred 
Leagues from one to another 5 that they uſed Gold 
: a Money, 
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Money, altho? Gold is no where currant through all 
theEmpire,but as precious Stones are inEurope;chat the 
Silver Coin was ſtampt as ours is, round, flat,bearing 
the Emperors Arms'with divers Figures according to 
the Cuſtom of Eaſtern Nations, notwithſtanding the 
Silver hath go regular Figure,they caſt-it into Ingots, ' 
they reduce it to what form they pleaſe without Arms, 
Order,or Ornament, they clip it into great Pieces, as, 
occaſion ſerves ; and it is only by weight, not by the 
Emperor's Mark that they know its value. | 

] writ down ſome Chineſe Characters ; for ſhe had 
boaſted that ſhe could read, a Perſon of ker qualicy - 
durſt not ſay the contrary ; but the Misfortune was , 
ſhe miſtook her ſelf, and cook the Paper at the wrong 
end, boldly reading the Letters,turned upſide down, 
as ifthey had been right : upon the whole,that which 
ſhe pronounced had no manner of relation to the ge- 
nuine Senſe of the Writing. At laſt I ſpoke Chineſe 
ts her, and for fear leaſt ſhe mighe avoid che difficul- 
ty, I acquainted herthat I ſpake the Mandarin Lans 
guage, fo currant throughout the Empire, which they 
conſtanly uſe ar the Court.. She ſhas fo impudent as 
to frame ex termpore,a wild ridiculous Gibberiſh,but ſo 
little underſtood, that it was evident ſhe had nuttime 
enough to make it hang well together 5 fo that not 
being able to underſtand what I ſaid to her, I ſhould 
have been fore put to it to explain what ſhe meant, if 
indeed ſhe did mean any thing, 

Afﬀer chis Trial and Examination, ſhe might bluſh 
for ſhame,and ingeniouſly confeſs the Impoſture; bue 
ſhe till keeps up her Converſation without being con- 
cerned, and with ſuch an Air of Confidence, that 
would make any one judge that this China Romance 
was not the' firſt Story ſhe bad made. - 

I thought, My Lord, that you would be very glad 
to be acquainted with this ; beſides that ic may af- _ 
ford you ſome pleaſure, it will alſo ſerve to let you 
KR 4 | yn» 
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underſtand, that the Mind, Countenance, and Behg, 
viour of the Chineſe Women , haveno Aﬀinity with 
thoſe ofthe Europeans ; and that a FrenchWoman muſt 
needs be brazen-tac'd, when under the borrowed 
Name of a Chineſe,ſhe pretends to impoſe uponPerſons 

Who have,as long as I have done, ſeen both Nations. 

After this little Digreffion you may* be willing 
ſhould take up my former Diſcourſe again. The Mens 

Habits, as every where elſe, are there much different 
from the Womens ; they ſhave their Heads all over, 
Except behind, where they let as much Hair grow as 

_.is needfal to make a long Treſs, They do not uſe a 

Hat as we do, but wear continually a Bonnet or a 
Cap, which Civility forbids putting off. 

This Bonnetdifters according to the different Sex- 
ſons of the year : That which they uſe in Summer is 
in form of a Cone, that is to ſay,” round and wide 
below, but ſhore, and ſtrait above, where it termi. 
nates in a meer Point. It 1s lined within with a pretty 
Sattin, and the top covered with a very fine Mat,ve 
Ty much eſteemed in the Country. Beſides that, they 
add thereto a great flake of red Silk, that falls round 
about , and reaches to tne Edges ; ſo that when they 
walk, this Silk flows irregulary on all ſides, and the 
continual Motion of the Head gives it a parcicular 
pleaſing Grace. x 
 Sometimesin lieu of Silk they wear afort of long 
Hair, of a vivid thining red, . which Rain does not 
deface, and is more efpecially in uſe amongſt Men 
when they ride. This Haie comes from the 
Province of Suchwen, and grows upon the Legs of 
certain Cows ; its natural Colour is white, but they 
give it a tincture, that makes it dearer than the finelt 
Silk. In Winter they wear a Pluſh Cap, bordered 
with a Sable Fox-skin ; the reſt is of a curious Sattin, 
black or purple,covered with a great flake ofred Silk, 
like the Surnmer Cap. There is nothing more _—_ 
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holes; As for their under Garmene they uſe in Sum. 


ſome than theſe Caps. Which are ſold ſometimes for 
Eight or Ten Crowns ; but they are fo ſhallow, that 
they always diſcover the Ears, which is mighty in- 
convenient in the Sun,or upon a Journey. When the 
Mandarins are in their Formalities, the upper part of 


' the Bonnet hath aDiamond in theCreſt,or ſome other 


precious Stone ill cut, yet inchaſed in a Button of 
very curious wrought Gold : the others have a huge 
Tufft, or Button of Stuff, Agate, Cryſtal, or ſome 
other Matter. | 
Their Habit is long and convenient enough for 
Students, but cumberſome for Men ' on Horfeback : 
It conſiſts of a Veſt that reaches to the Ground, the 


' Skirts or Sides of which are folded before, one ovec 


the other, in ſuch a manner that the uppermoſt is ex- 
tended to the lefr ſide, where they faſten ic all along, 
with four or five Gold or Silver Buttons. The Sleeves, 
that are wide towards the Shoulder,grow ſtraiter and 
{traiter co the Wriſt, like the Sleeves of a Prieſt's A4lbe, 
but they do in a manner cover the whole Hand, and 
leave nothing to be ſeen but the Fingers ends: They 
keep the Veſt cloſe with a broad ſilken Saſh, whoſe 
two ends hang down to the Knees. The Tarrars ſtick 


an Handkerchieſ to it on both ſides, with a Sheath for 


a Knife and Fork,and Tooth-pick,a Purſe, and other 
pretty Implements. In Summer their Neck is all bare, 
which looks very ill, in Winter they cover it with a 
Collar of Sattin faftned to the Veſt, or witha Tip- 


' pet of Sable or Fox-skin, about three or four Fingers 


broad, which is faſtned before with a Button, which 
is very decent, and becomes Horſemen wonderfully. 

Beſides the Veſt they put on a kind of Surtout with 
ſhort wide Sleeves like thoſe of yourBarreſter:Gowns; 
the Students wear then very long ; the Gentlemen, 


and eſpecially the Tartars, will have them ſhort ; and 


thoſe they uſe reach no farther than their Pocket- 


me 
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mer only a ſingle pair of Drawers of white Tuſliryy 
» 


under a very broad and ſhort Shirt of the ſame Stu 
but in Winter the Shirt is of Linnen,and underit they 
have Breeches of courſe Sattin 
raw Silk, which is warmer. 


All this is natural enough ; but.perhaps, My Lord, | 
you will be ſurpriſed to kear that the Chineſe are al- 


ways booted; and when any one renders them a Vi. 


fit, if they chance not to have their Boots on, they 


make them wait till they go fetch them. 
We ſtand in need ofthis Example to authorize our 
ancient Cuſtom, . but we carried on the Mode far. 
ther than they ; for in our Memory the French were 
not ſatisfied with walking booted along the Streets, 
but armed them with huge jingling Spurs, that 


_ nothing might be wanting to the Ornaments of a 


Gentleman on Horfeback ; but we are recovered as 
to this Point, and ſeveral others ; but the Chineſe in 
all probability, that dote upon Antiquity, will not bs 
. cured of it in haſte; it is indeed, in reſpe& of them, 
an extravagant piece of Foppery, not to dare to go 
into the City without their Boots, becauſe they are al- 
ways carriedin a Sedan. 

This Mode would be ſtill the more pardonable in 
Winter ; for their Boots being of Silk,and cheir Boot- 
| hoſe of a pinkedStuff, lined with Cottons a good inch 
thick, the Leg is thereby well deiended againſt the 


Cold : But in Summer, where the Heat is exceflive, 
no body. living beſides the Chineſe, to keep up 


an Air of Gravity, would endure to be at that rate 
in a kind of a Stove from Morning to Evening : 
And what is more ſtrange, your People that work 
ſcarce ever uſe them, eicher by reaſon of the incon- 
yenience, or to ſave charges. 

The form of theſe Boots is ſomewhat different 
from ours, for they have neither heel nor top ;, 
when they ride any long Journey,they are made of 

nm 


quilted with Cotton, of 


- - 
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; FF firm, old Leather, of thick, black, pinked Cotton ; 
, | but inthe City they uſually wear them of Sattin, 
with a courſe border of Pluſh or. Velvet upon the 
Knee. The People in publick, and Perſons of 
Quality within Doors, are inſtead of Shooes, ſhod 
wich Pattins of black Linnen, or ſome very pretty 
Silk, very convenient ; they-ſtick cloſe to the Foot of 
themſelves, by a Border that covers the Hell, with- - 
out needing to tye them before. 
They have not introduced the uſe of the Muff and 
, Gloves into China; but the Sleeves or the Velt being 
very long, they draw up their Hands into them when 
it is cold to keep it warm. T know not if I may 
make bold, My Lord, to add another Cuſtom, which 
is very ancient among the Chineſe, and by no means 
ſuitable to the French Politeneſs ; their DoCtors, and 
other Eearned Men, let their Nails grow excefitvely, 
infomuch that in ſome they are little ſhorter than their 
Fingers; ir obtains amongſt them not only for an 
, Ornament, but a Diſtin&tion, by which it may be 
known, that by their Conditipn they are ſeparated 
from Mechanick Arts, and are wholly addicted to 
 Niences. In ſhort, fince they affe& a ſtarched Gra- 
' vity in all their ways,which conciliates Reſpect, they 
Imagine with themſelves that a long Beard might con- 
tribute thereto,ſo they ſuffer it to grow ; now if they 
have not much,it is not for want of Cultivating : But 
Nature in this point has bzen very niggardly, there 
15 not a Man ofthem that does not envy the Europeans, 
whom they look upon in this reſpect as the greatelt 
Men in the World. | 
Here you have, 4 Lord, a particular Deſcription, 
that may in ſome meaſure acquaint you with the 
Deportment and Aſpe& of the Chineſe 3 1 do net 
think, lays a Spaniard to me one day, that they ought to 
be offended at it in France ; I all likeljhood thoſe Modes 


formerly reigned amongſt you ; for tell me, is there any sf 
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of them ; that bath eſcaped the fertile Invention of thy 
French ; 2» Fourteen hundred years, which us as long a 


the Monarchy bath continued, there have been above Four. 


teen hundred Modes. So that perhaps there z not that Hy: 
bit inthe World, that ſhould ſeem ſtrange to you 5 and al 
that we can ſay, when any Mode that preſented to you, 
diſpleaſes you, ws, that it u out of faſhion. 20 

Tis true, the Chineſe are not fo fickle as we, but 
' they have carried on things to another Extremity ; 
for rather than forſake their ancient Habit, they re. 
newed a Cruel War againſt the Tartars 3 TI, and the 


greateſt part of them choſe rather to-loſe their Heads 


than their Hair : But of all the Exceſles in point of 
Mode, none is more phantaſtical than this ; for how 
ridiculous ſoever the Chineſe may fear to look, after 
they have parted with an Head of Hair,. yet they 
- might be convinced that a Man whoſe Head 1s lopd 
off, is worſe disfigured. However, we mult grant 
that the Conſtancy of this People is admirable, for 
when the Tartars attacked them, they had kept their 
Habit for above Two thouſand years, which can be 
aſcribed to nothing but the good order obſerved in the 
Empire, the Government of which hath always been 
uniform, where the Laws have been exactly obſerved 
in the leaſt Punctilio's. | | 
But as I am perſwaded theſe ways would not pleaſe 
all our French People ; fo the Modes, of which we are 
ſo fond, do not appear ſo handſome to the Chineſe as 
we imagine ; but above all, the Periwig does ſtrange: 
 Iy run in their Mind ; and they look upon us as a 
fort of People, who for want of a Beard, would get 


an Artificial one clapt to the Chin, that ſhould reach 
to the Knees. This Phantaſtical Head-dreſs, ſay 


they, and that prodigious heap of curled Hair,. are 
proper upon the Stage for a Man that would repre- 
ſent the Devil; But has on the ſhape of a Man when 
he is thus -Ciſguiſed ? Thus the Chineſe Fes 
; W) 
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will go near upon this Article alone to arraign us of 
Barbarity. $i% 7 

They have likewiſe much ado to be. perſwaded,that 
long Shanks diſcovered, with a Stocken drawn ſtrait, 
and narrow _Breeches, look handſome, becauſe they are 
accuſtomed to an Air of Gravity that gives them other 
Conceptions. 'They would ſooner be reconciled with 
the Figure of a Magiſtrate ſhaven, without a Periwig, 
who ſhould in his Lawyers Gown go booted, than 
with all that Gayety of Attire that makes our Cava- 
liers have a fine Shape,and eafie and fine Gate,a quick. 
and diſingaged Carriage ; which will by no means 
go down with them.. This ridiculoufneſs pleaſes,and; 
one is oftentimes offended at real Prettineſs, accord- 
ing as Prejudice or Cuſtom. have differently changed: 
the Imagination 3 there is notwithſtanding in all theſe. 
Modes ſome other intrinſick real Beauty, which na- 
ked Simplicity, which Nature in her Innocence, and. 
exempt from Paſſion, have inſpired into Men, for the 
Neceflity and Conveniency. of Lite. © 

Altho' Perſons of Quality obſerve exactly all the 
Formalities and Decencies ſuitable to their State, and 
never appear uncovered in Publick, how great ſoever 
the. heat be, yet in private, andamong their Friends 
they aſſume a freedom even to a fault ; they ever and 
anon quit their Bonnet, Surtout, Veſt and Shirt, re- 
ſerving nothing but a ſingle pair of Drawers of white 
Taffaty, 'or Tranſparent Linnen ; which is the more 
lurpriſing, becauſe they condemn all Nakedneſs in 
Pitures, and are even offended that our Engravers 
repreſent Men with their Arms, Thighs and Shoulders 
uncovered ; they ſzem to be in the right, tor being 
diſpleaſed at the unchriſtian Licence of our Workmen 
but yet they are ridiculous to blame that upon a piece: 
of Linnen or Paper, which they practiſe themſelves 
with ſo much liberty and undecency in their ownpro- 

:X Perſons. . 
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” As for the Vulgar, they tranſpreks in that reſge& 
all the Bounds of Modeſty, eſpecially in the Southern 
Provinces, where Waterrhen,and certain other Han- 
dicrafts-men,are impudent to the higheſt degree ; and 
in truth the moſt barbarous Þdiavs, notwithſtanding 
the Climate ſeems to excuſe them, appeared to me 
in this reſpe& leſs Barbarous than the Chineſe 5 almoſt 
all the Artificers and inferior Tradeſmen go along the 
Streets with ſingle Drawers, without Cap, Stockings 
or Shirt, which makes them much tanned,and ſwarthy, 
In the Northern Provinces they are a little more reſer- 
ved; andthe Cold, inſpight of their Teeth, makes 
them modeſt, and keep within bounds. 

Afﬀeer having deſcribed to yoa the Modes of China, 
perhaps you may be deſirous, My Lord, that I ſhould 
ſpeak of their Staffs. WhatlI have obſerved of them in 
. geheral is this, Their Sk, without queſtion, is the fi- 
neſt in the World ; they make of it in many Provinces, 
but the beft and faireit is to be found in that of Cheki- 
am, becauſe the Soil is very proper for Mulberry Trees, 
and becauſe the Air'is endued with a degree of Heat 
and moiſture, more conformable to the Worms that 
make it. Every body dealsin it, arid the Traffick of 
It 1s fo very great, that this Province alone is able 'to 
ſupply all China, and the greateſt part of Europe. 

Yet the fineſt and faireſt Silks are wrought in the 
Province of Nankim, the Rendevouz of almoft all the 
good Workmen. Itisthere chat the Emperor furniſh- 
eth himſelf with the Silks ſpent in the Palace,and with 
thoſe he preſents the Lords of the Court ; the Silks of 
Quamtum notwithſtanding, are valued above all a- 
monegſt Strangers-3 and the Silks of chis Province are 
alſo more ſaleable, and go off better than thoſe of all 
the other Provinces of China. : 

Altho? all theſe Silks have ſome reſemblance to ours, 
yet the Workmanſhip hath ſomething in ic that makes 
a difference. I have there ſeen Pluſh,Velrer,Tifſueof 
: OG 
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Gold, Sattin, Taffaty, Crapes, and ſeveralothers, of 
which I do not fo muchas know the name in France ; 
that which is the moſt currant amongſt them is cal- 
kd Touanze;. it is a fort of Sattin, ſtronger, but not 
ſo gloſly as ours, ſometimes ſmooth, and ſometimes 
diſtinguiſhed by Flowers, Birds, Trees, Houſes, and 
ſhady Groves. 

Theſe Figures are not raiſed upon the Ground by 
a mixture of raw Silk, as our Workmen are uſed to do 
in Europe, which. makes our Work not ſo durable; all 
the Silk in theſe is twiſted, and the Flowers are diſtin- 
guiftied only by the difference of Colours,and ſhadow. 
ing, when they mix Gold or Silver with it, it does 
much reſenable our Brocado, or flower'd Silk; bue 
their Gold and Silver is wrought after a manner parti- 
_ cular to them alone ; for whereas in Europe we draw 
the Gold as fine as poſlibly it can be twiſted with the 
thred, the Chineſes to ſave the matter, or becauſe they 
didnot bethink themſelves of this Trick, ſatisfie them- 
flves to gildor filver over a long Leaf of Paper, which 
they afterward cut into. little Scrowls, wherein chey 
wrap the Silk. | 

There is a great deal of Cunning therein ; but this 
gilding will not laſt long, Water, or even Moiſtnels it 
elf, will terniſh the Splendor of ir quickly : yet for 
all that, whn the pieces come out of the Workman's 
© hands, they are very fine, and one would take them 

for valuable pieces. Sometimes they are comented 
only-to put into the pieces theſe lictle Scrowls of gild- 
ed Paper, without rolling-them upon the Thred,and 
thenthe Figures,altho' pretty and finely turn'd,do not 
aft ſo long by far; and the Silk thus flowered is at a 
lower rate. | 

Amongſt the different Figures they repreſent, the 
Dragon is the-moſt ordinary : There be two ſorts of 
them; one, to which they make five Claws, called 
Lom, is only uſed upon the Stutts deſigned for the Em» 

peror :; 
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- peror 2 This is his Arms, which Tobi, Founder of thi 
Empire, firft took 'for himſelf and Succeſſors above 
Four thouſand years ago. Theſecond ſort of Dragons 
hath bue four Claws, and is named Mam. The Empe- 
Tor Vouvam, who reigned Two thouſand eight hun- 
dred thirty two years ago, ordained that every body 
might bear the ſame; and ſince that time, the uſe of 
It is grown common. 

They makeuſe of another kind of Stuff in Summer, 
"which the Chineſe call Cha; it is notfo cloſe, nor hath 
fo good a gloſs as our Taffaty,bue much more ſubſtan. 

'Hial ; altho' ſeveral People deſire to have it ſmooth and 
even, yet moſt wear it powdered with great Flowers 
pierced through, and cut like your Engliſh Lace ; and 
many times theſe piercings are 1o numerous, that one 
can ſcarce diſcern the body of the Silk. The Summer 
Garments are extraordinary convenient, and wonder- 
ful neat, fo that all the Perfons of Quality ufe them! 
Beſides theTaffaty isnot dear ; a whole piece,cnough 
to make a long Veſt and Surtout, will not amountto 
above two Guinea's. wt 
The third is a particular fort of Taffaty,that ſerves 
for Drawers, Shirts, Linings, they Tall ic Tcheouze ; 
it is cloſe, and withal ſo pliant, that fold, doable 
it, and ſqueeze it with your hand, as long as you 
pleaſe you can ſcarce ever rumple it. Te is fold by 
weight, and is fo ſerviceable,thact they waſhic as they 
do Linnen, without loſing much of its former Luſtre. 
Beſides the ordinary Silk of which I but now ſpoke, 
which we know in Europe, China hath of another ſort, 
which you meet within the Province of Quamium. 
The Worms from which they take it are wild,they go 
to ſeek for them in the Woods; and I am not ſure, 
whether or no they breed of them in Houſes. This 
Silk is of a grey Colour, void of any gloſs, fo that 
thoſe who are not well acquainted with it, take the 
Stuſfs that are 'made of it for red Linnen, or for one 
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- pf the courſeſt Druggets ; yet for all that they infi- 
itely value it, and it coſts more than Sattin they 
call them Ken Tcheow ; they will endure a long time ; 
tho'ſtrong and cloſe, yet do they not fret, they waſh 
them as they do Linnen.z and the Chineſe aſſure us, 
that Spots cannot ſpoil thera, and that they do not ſo 
'much as take Oyl it ſelf, 
Wooll is very common,and withal very cheap,eſpe- 
, | cially in the Provinces of Xex/i and Xayſi,and Suchven, 
) | where they feed abundanceof Flocks, yet do not the 
| Chineſe make Cloath. That of Europe, wherewith the 
1 | Erghſb furniſh them, is highly eſteemed, but by reafon 
; || they ſell it much dearer than the fineſt Silks, they buy 
1 | butlitcle of ic. The Mandarin: make themſelves ſtu-_ 
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dying Gowns for the Winter of a kind of courſe 
ufſer, for want of better Cloath. - As for Druggets, 
berges and Tammies, we ſcarce meet with better than 
theirs ; the Boxze's Wives do commonly work them, 
becauſe the Bonze's make ule. of them themſelves ; 
andthereisa great Trade driven of ghem every wheres 
+ | ih che Empire. | 
« | Beſides Cotton Linnen, that is very common,they 
vle alſo for the Stunmer netcle Linnen for long Veſts ; 
+ | butche Linnen which is the moſt valued, and i5 tobe 
1 | found no where elſe, is called Copous becaule it is 
y | Madeof aPlant charthe People of the Country call 
y Co, found in the Province of Fokzen. 
4 It is a kind of creeping Shrub, whoſe Leaves are 
e, | fuch bigger than Ivy-leaves; they are round, imooth, 
t, | green within, whitith, and cottony, or downy,on the 
#. | outſide; they let them grow and ſpread along the 
o | Fields. There be ſome of them as thick as your finger, 
e, || which is pliable,and cottorly as its Leaves are. When 
is | itbegins to dry, they make the ſheaves of ic to rot in 
at | Water,as they do Flax and Hemp; they always peel 
ie || Off the firſt skinz which they throw away; but of the' 
6 | fcond which is much more fine and delicate, they 
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divide it by the hand into very ſlender and very ſmall 
Filaments, without beating or ſpinning ic, they make 
that Linnen of. which I ſpake; it is tranſparent, pret- 
ty fine, but fo cool and light, that one would think he 
had nothing on his back. | i 

All Perſons of Quality make long Veſts of it during | 
the exceflive Heat,with a Surtout of Cha. IntheSpring 
and Autumn they put on Kientcheou, and Touante in 
Winter, that is to fay, courſe Sattin or flowered Silk, 
Grave Perſons deſire to have it plain, others wear it 
flowered ; but no body, except the A4andarins in the 
Aſt:mblies,or upon certain ſolemnV iſits, uſe Silk flow. 
ered with Gold or Silver. The Vulgar, that uſually 
habit themſelves in courſe Linnen dyed blue,or black, 
quilt it with Cotton, or line it with Sheepskin during 
the cold weather : But great Perſons line their Veſts & 
Surtouts with the noble Skins of Sable or Ermyn,Fox 
orLamb:They uſe alſo for the ſame purpoſe Pluſh and 
Petit-gris. | 

Becauſe Ermyyis very rare in Chins, they content 
themſelves only _— _ Veſts _ extremity 
* . of their Sleeves with it ; that * 

They cal tInCin. | hich I have ſeen did not appear 
to me to be of a fair white. 

Sable is pretty well known in France, but much leſs 
common therethan in Chinagwhere all the conſiderable 
Aandarins wear it: One Skin only of a Foat _ 
+ ..-:.1i, and between 4ands Inches broad 
They calit Tianbte (for the *Animal is but ſmall )will 

ſometimes coſt xo Crowns : But when one chooſeth 
Tome of the fineſt for a compleat Habit, the whole Li- 
ning of a Veſt will coft between 5 and 6000 Livers j 
yet one may have a pretty handſome one for2ooPiltols. 

Fox-skins are likewiſe much uſed, thoſe who would 
be magnificent take nothing but the Belly of this A- 
nimal, where the Hair is logg, fine, agd ſofteſt ; and 
of a great number of ſmall pieces patched _— 
ency 


.® 


of the Chineſe Nation, &c. . 143 


they compoſe an entire Lining, which for the Veſt 

and Surtout comes to a matter of Five or ſix hundred 
. Livres. | | 

'l There are alſo ſeveral other ſorts of Furs that Tar- 


» & tary perhaps ſuppliesthem withal, which the Mandarins 
: F make uſe of to fic upon the Ground, eſpecially at the 
) | Palace when they wait, and expect the time of their 
| Audience. They put ſome of them alſo under the 
; | Quilt, not only to heat the Bed, but alſo to take a- .; 
way its dampnels. Beſides, there is 
another ® Fur of a particular Species, * Ta Chu. 
; | that is perfeRly handſome and fine, the 
| | Hair of it islong, ſoft, very thick ſet ; it is of a pretty 
; | whitiſh grey mixc wich black, ſtriped with black and 
- | yellow Lifts as thoſe of Tigres ; they make great 
; # Winter Gowns of them to wear in the City, putting 
the Fur on the out-ſide, fo that when the 1andarins 
are thick and ſhort, (which is very common with 
them) befides two Furs underneath for the Veſt and 
/ Surtout ; when, I fay, they have þut on their Back 
| one of theſe furr'd Gowns with long Hair, they difter 
but a little from Bears, or from the Animal of. whom 
they borrowed the Skin ; altho' in thjs Condition 
; | they thinkthemſelves to be very gentile, and to make 
> | agracefil Figure. 
. Of all che Furrings, the moft com- | 
| mon are Lambskins *. They are white, * Yam pi. 
downy, and very warm, but burthen- 
ſome, and at firſt of a ſtrong ſmell, in a manner like 
thoſe greezy Gloves that ſmell of Oil : I wonder 
they bring not up the Mode in Frazce 5 thoſe who 
, Qdelightin ſlender fine Shapes, would not ſubmit to it, 
| | yet otherwiſe there is nothing moſt gentle, nor more 
: convenient for Winter. 
| Upon the whole, if great Caution be not uſed, all 
, | theſe Furs areeaſily ſpoiled, eſpecially in hot and moiſt 
Countries, Worms breed in them, and the Hair all 
| '" | ot ; 
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off : Fo prevent them, the Chineſe, ſo ſoon as-ever 


the-Summer approaches, expoſe them to the Air for 
ſome days, when it is fair and'dry Weather ; then 


they beat them with Sticks, or ſhake them oftep, to - 


- get out the Duſt; and when they have encloſed chem 
in huge earthen Pots, into which they throw Corns of 
Pepper,and otherbitterDrugs,they ſtopit up verycloſe, 
and there letthem lye till the beginning of Winter. 

_ Beſides their uſual Garments, there are yet two 
forts that deſerve to be known : They put on one to 
defend them from the Rain ; for the Chineſe, who de- 
light in Travelling, ſpare for no coſt to travel com- 
modiouſly ; they are made of a coarſe Taffety, cruſt. 
ed over with a condenſed Oil, which is in lieu of Wax, 
which being. once well dried, makes the Stuff green, 
tranſparent, and extraordinary gentile : They make 
Bonnets of it, Veſts, and Surtouts, that reſiſt the Rain 
for ſome time ; but it gets through. at Jaſt, unleſs the 
Garment be a choice one,and carefully prepared. The 


Boots are of Leather, but fo little that the Stockings | 


are ſpoiled at the Knee, except one be a Horſe-back, 
like the Tartars, with-their Legs doubled up, and their 
ei .rrups extream ſhort. - | 
The Mourning Habit bath alſo ſomething odd in it, 
Tae Bonnet, Velts, Surtout, Stockings and Boots, are 
made of white Linnen, and from the Prince to the 
moſt inferiour Handicrafts-man, none dare wear any 
of another colour. In cloſe Mourning the Bonnet 
ſeems phantaſtick, and very difficult to be repreſented; 
it is of a red and very clear Canvas Cloath, not much 
unlike the Canvas' we uſe for packing up Goods, 
The veſt is kept c!oſe with a Girdle of Canvas ; the 
meſe in this poſture do at the beginning afted a 
Cheleſs Behaviour, and Grief and Sorrow ſeems paint- 
carall over the patward Man ; but all being nothing 


ed Ceremony, and AﬀeRation with them, they ea- 


but ut on their own Face again ; they can Laugh 


fily P apd 
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and Cry both in-4 breath ; far I have ſeen fome 
Laugh immediately after they had ſhed abundanceof 
[Tears over the Tomb of their Fathers. 4 
. Perhaps, My Lord, you may have the Curioſity to 
know after what manner the Miflionaries; wholabour 
about the Converſion of the Infidels, arehabited ; the 
Laws, that ſuffer no Foreign Mode to take place, de- 
termined the ficſt Jeſuits to take the Garb of the Box- 
es at the beginning : But this Garb, though grave 
and modeſt enough, was fo cried down by the Igno- 
rance and irregular Life of thoſe wicked Prieſts, that 
that alone was ſufficient to deprive us of the Company 
and Correſpondence of honeſt People. ee 

In effe&t, nothing was fo diametrically oppoſite to' 
Religion:ſo that after a long delibe:ation,they chought 
it more adviſeable to take the Students Habit, which, 
together with the quality of European Door, did ca- 
pacitate us to ſpeak to the People with ſome Authorj- 
ty, and to be cheard by the Mandarins with ſome re- 
ipe&, From that very time we had free Accels every 
where, and God did'ſo far vouchſafe a Blefling to the 


 Inbours of our firſt Miflionaries, that the Goſpel in 


a _ time was propagated with conſiderable Suc- 
CEIS, t- ab Iva | +6 

But in the late Revolution of the Empire, theſe 
Fathers, as well as the Chineſe, were forced to go ha- 
bited in the Tartarian Faſhion, as I told you. When 
we viſit the Mandarins upon the account of Religion, 
we are forced to wear a Veſt and Surtout of com- 
mon Silk ; but at home we are clothed in Serge or 
painted Linnen. . | 


- 1/90 that, My Lord, preſerving as much as lyes in us. 


the Spirit of Poverty ſuitable co our Condicion, we 
endeavour to become all things to all Mey, after the A- 
poltles example, that we may the more eaſily win over 
Jeme to Feſus Chriſt ; being perſwaded, that as to a 


Miſfonary, the Garment, Diet, Manner of Living, 


L 2 and 
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- and exterior Cuſtoms ought all to be referred to the 
great Deſign he propoſes to bimſelf, to Convert the 
whole Earth, Man muſt be a Barbarian with Ba- 
barians, Polite with Men of Parts, Auſtere and Ri- 
gid to Exce's among the Indian Penitents, handſom- 
ly Dreſt in China, and half Naked in the Wilderneſs 
of Madure, to the end that the Goſpel always uni- 
form, always unalterable in it ſelf, may the more 
eaſily inſinuate it ſelf into the Minds of Men whom 
an holy Compliance and Conformity to Cuſtoms re. 
gulated by Chriſtian Prudence, have already pre- 
poſleſt in fayour to us.' I am with the moſt profound 
ReſpeR, 0 
| _ » My Lord, 
You moſt humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 


"eo 
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LETTER. VL 
To the Dutcbeſs of Bouillon. 
Of the Oecondmy and Magnificence of theChineſe, 


. 


MADAM, © 


> H E earneſt deſire T have obſerved in your 
KL Grace to be fully informed of the preſent 
State of the Miſſions in China,bath been an infinite 
Satisfaction to me ; But I confeſs, I was a little fur- 
priled, that when this new World abounds with ſo 
many Curioſities, you ſhould chiefly deſire an ac» 
count of the Chineſe Galantry and Magnificence. I 
know very well that this is the uſual Subject of Dif: 
courſe among the Ladies, and I could have almoſt 
TW 29 more from (ny eee your ex,” 
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But for you, 4adam, when I had the honour to ſee 
you, 1 have prepared Materials of a quite Gifferenc 
nature 3 I made account you would diſcourle wich 
me concerning the Ingenuity, Sciences, and Po- 
licenels of this People : And whereas Travellers do 


ulualy affe& to prefer what they have ſeen amongſt 
ForgFegners,to that which is found in their NativeSoll, 


I pleaſed my ſelf that I.could ſincerely and ſafely tell 


you that the French Ladies (I mean thoſe, wholike 
you, have raiſed themſelves above thoſe Toyiſh Cares, 
that do in a manner totally poſſeſs the fair Sex) have 
mote Wic, Capacity,and a more raiſed Genizs,even in 
the ſolid and ſubſtantial Sciences, - than all the great 


Dodtors of that Empire; for as for Politeneſs, I can 


ſcarce believe, Madam,that you can doubt of-ic ; Since 


one need not be accompliſhed with half che policeneſs 


. . you are Miſtriſs of to deface and eclipſe the moſt 


ax, 


Polite Courts of the Eaſt, | THTPt 

But ſince,either byChance,or by your own choice, 
you have been pleaſed ro confine your ſelf-co another 
SubjeR, and that you deſire a Methodical Account of 
whatT have had the honour to relate to you of ir, I 
ſaall obey you, 24adam, not only with that profound 
reſpect, owe to your Quality and Merit,but alſo with 
all the Sentiments of grateful Acknowledgment which 
the many Honours and Fayours I have received from 
your Grace. can inſpire me with. 6; 

The Chineſe come far ſhort of us in the: Magnifi- 
cence of their Houſes, beſides that the Architecture 
is not beautiful, nor the Apartments ſpacious they do 
not ſtudy to adorn them; and that chiefly for two 
Reaſons : The firſt is, Becauſe all the Palaces cf the 


' Mandarins belong to the Emperor, he lodges them 


there ; and in, fome places (I can't fay in all) the 
People furniſh them. The People to be fure are always 
at as little Expence as they can ; and the Mangarjns do 
not care to ruin themſelves by furniſhing Palaces,that 

L 4 they 
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their Places are properly nothing but Commiſſions, 
which are'manytimes taken away upen the leaſtFault. 
_ The'2d Reaſon is fetch'd from the Cuſtom of the 
Country,which does not allow to receive Viſits in the 
inner part of the Houſe, -but-only\at the Entrance in 
a Divan they have contrived for the Ceremonigs. It 
is a Banqueting Houle all-open, that hath no other 
Ornament beſides oneſfingle Order of Columes of 
Wood painted of varniſhed, which they uſe only to up- 
hold the-Beams and Timber,that often appears under 
the Tiles,no body taking care to cover it with a Ciel. 
ing. So that it isno wotider if they retrench all the 
ſuperfluous Ornamentsoftheir Apartments,ſeeing Fo: 
 rigners and Strangers ſcarce ever fet foot in them; 
they have neither Looking-glaſles, Tapeſtry-hangings, 
nor wrought Chairs: Gildings are not in faſhion, fave 


Apartments.Their Beds,which amonglt them are one 
of the principal Ornaments, never come in ſight, and 
it woutd be'a piece of proſs Incivility to carry a Stran- 
er- ihto-a* Bed-chamber, even when you pretend to 
ew him-your houſe, | NH 
' Infonnth that all their Magnificence may be redu- 
ced to Cabinets, Tables,” Verniſhe Skreens, ſome'Pi- 
Qures,divers Pieces of-white: Sattin, upon which thers 
is writ ini'alarge CharaRer-ſome Sentence of Morali- 
ey, which is hung here-and therein the Chamber,to- 
gether with ſome Veſſels of Porcelainz neither have 
they occaſion to uſe evenithem as we do,becaule there 
is no'Chimney to beifeen- in the Chamber... - - 
Nevertheleſs Theſe Ornaments if Skilfully mana+ 


focommonin-Chine, is diſperſt all over ; it takes all 


ie, they paint Men,. Mountains, . Palaces, Huntings 
Birds, Combats, and ſeyeral Figures, that m— 


> 1:4 


—— 


they are every day in danger of forſaking, becauſg 


only in-fome of the Emperors or Prince of the Bloods: 


ped are very -tine and beautiful : Verniſh, ' which is: 


Colours, they. mixt Flowers of Gold and Silver wick: 
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baſs relief in the Work, and renders it extreamly 
pleaſing and delightful, fo that in this point the Chineſe 
make a great ſhew with a little Charge. 

Befides the brightneſs and luſtre which is the pro- 
perty of Verniſh,ic hath moreover a certain quality of 

reſerving the Wood upon which ir is applied,efpeci- 
ally if they do not mix any other Matter with it. 
Worms do not eafily breed in it, nay, and Moiſtnre 
ſcarce ever penetrates it,not ſo much as any Scent can 
faſten to it 5 if during Meals there be any Greaſe or 
Pottage ſpilt,if it be preſently wiped with a wetClour, 
one.not only finds no remainders or ſigns of it, but 
does not fo much as perceive the leaſt ſmell. 
| People were miſtaken when they fancied that Ver- 

niſh was a Compoſition,and a peculiar Secret, it is a 
Gum that diſtils from a Tree, much what after the 
ſamemanner as Rofin doth. In the Tuns wherein it 
15 tranſported, it reſembles melted Picch or Tar, ex- 
cepting only that ic hath no ſmell when it is uſed. 
There muſt be Oil mixt with it to temper it more or 
leſs, according to the quality ofthe Work. 

For Tables and ordinary Chairs,it is ſufficient to lay. 
on two or three layers of Verniſh, which makes it ſo 
tranſparent, that one may diſcern every Vein of the 
Wood through it. Now if you would hide all theMat- 
ter on which'you are at work, you muſt do it over and 
and over again, till at length icbe nothing but Ice, 
bur ſo fine ac firſt,that it may ſerve for aMirror. When 
the Work is dry, they paint upon it ſeveral Figures 
in Gold, Silver,or in any other Colour ; they go over 
that again, if they pleaſe, with a ſleight touch of Ver- 
_ to give them aluſtre;and the better to preſerve 
them. ; Oy Wn” 

But thoſe who would perform a finiſhing ſtroke , 
glew upon the Wood a kind of 'Paſtboard conipoſed 
of Paper, Packthred,Lime, and ſome other Subſtance 
well beaten, with which the Verniſh imcorperg 
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They compoſe -a ground of it perfeatly even and fo. * | | 


lid, upon which is applied che Verniſh by little and 
little, in lictle Srrarums, which they dry one after 
another. Every Workman hath a peculiar Secret to 
perfect his Work, as in all other Occupations. But 
1n my opinion, beſides the dexterity and ſlight of 
hand, and the due tempering the Verniſh, thatir 
may be neither too thick nor too thin , Patience is 
what contributes the moſt to the well ſucceeding 
in this Operation. There are very pretty curious 
Cabinets at Tumkim ; but what is brought to us from 
Fapan,are' herein no way inferiour to the China work, 
As for Procelain, it is ſuch an ordinary moveable, 
that it is the Ornament of every Houſe ; che Tables, 
the Side-boards, nay, the Kiechin is cumber'd with 
tc, forthey eat and drinkout of it,it is their ordinary 
Veſſel: There is likewiſe made huge Flower-pots of 
it. The very Architects cover Roots; -and make uk: 
of it ſometimes to incruftate Marble Buildings. 
Amongſt thoſe that are mdſt in requeſt, there are, 
of three different Colours; ſome are yellow,yet tho' 
theEarth be very fine, they appeaf more courſe than 


the others ; and the reaſon is, becauſe that Colour 


does not admit of fo fine poliſhing; it is uſed in the 
Emperor's Palace, Yellow is his own proper Colour, 


* Which is not allowed to any Perſon to bear ; ſo that + 


one may fafely ſay, that as for the buſineſs of Porce- 

lain, the Emperor is the worſt ſerved, 

 Theſecond fort is ofa grey Colotr,with abundance 
of - ſmall irregular Lines in it, that croſs one another, 


#s if the Veſſel was all oyer ſtriped,or wrought with | 


inlaid or Moſaic work. I cannot imagine how they 
form theſe Figures ; for I have much ado to believe 
that they are able todraw them with a Peneil, Per- 
_ haps when the Porcelain is baked, and yet hot, 1t 1s 
expoſed to the cold Air, or they infuſe it 1n 


warm Water that opens it in that manner,on all ſides; 
| as 
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F 25it often happens to Cryſtals during Winter ; after 
- that they add a Stratum of Verniſh to it. &hich covers 
theſe inequalities, and by means of a gentle fire into 
which they put it again , itis made as even and po- 
liſhe as before. However it is, theſe fort of Vaſes par- 
cake of a particular Beauty'; and ſure I am,the Curi- 
- ous amongſt us would much value them. 

Laſt of all,the third ſort of Procelain is white, with 
divers Figures of -Flowers, Trees and Birts, which 
they paint in blue, fach as come hither into Exrope : 
' This is the commoneſt of all, and every body uſes 
it, But in reſpe& of Glaſſes and Cryſtals,as all Work 
is not equally beautifu}, ſo amongſt Procelains ſome 
of theni are but indifferent, and are not worth munch 

more than our Earthern Ware. - 5 
Thoſe that have Skill do not always agree in the 
Jadgment they paſs upon them; and I perceive that 
in China, as wellas in Exrope, Fancy bears a main 
ſtroke in the matter ; yer it is granted by all hands, 
that four or five different things concur to make them 
compleat and perfe ; the fineneſsof the Matcer, the 
whiteneſs, the politeneſs, the painting,the deſigning 
of the Figures, and faſhion of the Work. | 
- The Fineneſs is diſcovered by its Tranſparency, in 
which,reſpe& is to be had to its Thickneſs,the Brims 
are commonly thinner, and it is in that place where 
they ought to be conſidered : When the Veſſel is big, 
t 15 a difficult matter to determine any thing there- 
upon, unleſs one have a mind to break off ſome pie- 
ces below ; forthere the Colour of the inner part 
_ Uone, or as they term it, the Grain, affords a ſhrewd 
guels, which appears likewiſe, when the two pieces 
can be joyned together again ſoperfe&tly,that no rup- 
ture appears therein,for that is a ſure token ofthe hard- 
tieſs and conſequently of the fineneſs of the matter. 
The Whiteneſs is not to be confounded with the 
 brighineſs of the Verniſh which is laid over the ay 
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celain , which ſhews like a Micrrour.;. ſo that be 
holding it near to ſome other Objects, their Colours 
are ſeen in it; and this Reflection alone is capable 
of making one paſs a wrong Judgment upon itsna. 
tive whiteneſs; ic muſt be carried into the open 
Air, if you would underſtand its beauty or faults per. 
fealy. Although this Verniſh be perfealy incorpo- 
rated with the Matter, and tho! it is mighty laſting 
yet it tarniſhes at long run,and loſeth that brisk ſplen. 
dour it had at the beginning, vom whence it comes 
to paſs that the whiteneſs appears more taking and 
pretty inoldProcelains;not but the new ones for all that 
are as good, and will in ſometime aſſume the ſame 
colour. | | 

The Smoothneſs and fineſs of them conſiſt in two 
things, in the brightneſs of the Verniſh, and even. 
neſs of the Matter. The Verniſh ſhould not be thick, 
otherwiſe there will be a Cruſt introduced, which will 
not be incorporated enough with the Porcelain; be- 
ſides, its luſtre will be too great and ſprightly. The 
Macter is perfectly equal and even,when it has notthe 
I:aſt bump, whenthere is to be obſerved init neither 
grain, riſing, nor depreſſion : There are few Veſlels 
but have ſome one of theſe defeats ; there muſt not 
only be found no ſpots, nor flaws,but notice muſt be 
taken whether there be ſome places brighter than 0- 
thers, which happens when the Pencil is unequally 
poiſed ; which ns alſo happens when the Vers 
niſhis laid on, ifevery part be not equally dry ; for the 
leaſt moiſture cauſeth a ſenſible difference therein. - 

The Painting is not one of. the leaſt beauties of the 
Porcelain ; for that purpoſe one may make uſe of all 
Colours, but commonly they uſe red,and much more 
blue. I never ſaw any Veſſe] whoſe red was lively e- 
nough ; it is not becauſe the Chineſe have not very: 
lovely red, but perhaps becauſe the moſt lively and 
ſpbtle parts of this colour are imbibed-by the rough? 


"7 
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neſs of the matter on which it is laid : for the differenc 


groundscontributesmuch to thehightning or leſſening + 


the luſtre of the Colours. As for blue, they have 


it moſt excellent; however, it is very difficult to 
hit upon that exat temperature, where its neither 


too pale, deep, intenſe, nor too bright. But that 
Shich Workmen moſt diligently ſeek after, is,to per- 
k& the extremities of the Figures, fo that the Co- 
lour do not extend beyond the Penci],to the end that 
the whiteneſs of che Porcelain may not be ſullied by a 


certain blewiſh Water, which flows, if ſpecial care be 


not taken from the Colour it ſelf, when it is not well 
pounded, or when the Matter on which it is laid, hath 
net attained a good degree of drineſs ; much after 
the ſame manner as happens to Paper that blots 
-"p it is moiſt, or when you write with naughty 
nk. 

It were wellif the Chineſe deſigns in their painting 
were a little better. Their Flowers are pretty well, 
but their humane Figures are monſtrous. Which dif- 
grace them amongſtrangers who imagine,that'theyare 
in effe& as monſtrous inf their ſhape, as they appear 
inthe Pictures ; yet thoſe are their uſual Ornaments. 
The more regular Deſigns and skilful Draughts 
would be leſs pleaſing to them than theſe An- 
ticks. | 
To make amends, they are very ingenious and ex- 
pert in turning their Vaſes well, of»what fize foever 


they be. The figure of them is bold, well proporti. 


oned, perieAtly rounded, nay,and I do not believe that 
our skilſuleſt Workmen are able to faſhion the great 
pieces-better 5 they, as well as we, put a great value 
lp6n ancient Vaſes, but for a reaſon quite different 
from ours 3 we value them becauſe they are fairer ; 
they for their Antiquity 5 not but that the Artificers 
are" as expert, and the Matter as good now as 
heretofore : There are very fine ones made - this 
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day ; and I have ſeen at fome Mandarins Houſes whole 

« Services that were ſuperfine. But the European Mer- 
chants do no longer Trade with the good Workmen, || 

and having noSkill in them themſelves; they accept || | 
whatſoever the Chineſe expole to Sale; for they vend || | 
themin the Indies. Beſides no body takescare to fy: || | 

niſh them wich examples of Draughts, or to beſpeak || 
particular Pieces of Work before hand. If M* Conſtance || | 

had lived, we ſhould quickly have known in Franc || | 

that China had not loſt the ſecret of making Porcelain: || | 

But this is not the greateſt loſs we have ſuſtained by his | | 

death ; what Religion ſuffers by it through all theZzf, I| 

will (carce give us leave to take notice of the Alterati- | 

ons it hath cauſed in Arts and Trading. | | 
There is yet another reaſon that makes the curious || ; 

(© Poteelain ſo rare ; The Emperor has conſtitutedin'}} | 
| the Province where the Manufacure chiefly tis, apar- || 
ticular Mandarin, whole care it is to make choiceof || | 

the faireſt Vaſes for the Court ; he buys them at a ve- iſ 

ry reaſonable rate, ſo that the Workmen being butill I | 

paid, donot do their beſt, and are not willing to take 
any pains for that which will not enrich them. But I} | 
ſhould a private Man employ them, who would not |} | 
| 

| 


ſpare for Coſt and Charges, we ſhould have art this 
day as curious pieces of Workmanſlyp, as thoſe of the 
ancient Chineſe. $4. 
.» The China Ware that is brought to us from Fokien, || : 
does not defervexthe name of it ; it is black, courſe, & 
and is notſo good as our Fayance. That which is moſt || 
look'd upon is that which is made in the Provinceof 
Quanfi, the Clay is found in one place, and the Wa 
ter in another, becauſe it is clearer and cleaner; oy 
haps alfo,this Water they make uſe of before any other, 
becauſe ic is impregnated with ſome peculiar Salts,pro- 
per to purifie ard refine the Clay, or by the more 
ſtrictly uniting the parts,as it happens in Lime,which 
is good for nothing, it it be not ſlaked in ſome cu 
| aters, 
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Waters, whereasothers make it more compact, ſtrong, 


-and adhering. 


= 
In brief, it is a miſtake to think that there is requi- 
ſite one or two hundred years to the preparing the 


Matter for the Porcelain, and that its Compoſition is * . 


ſovery difficulc ; if that were fo, it would be neither 
ſo common not ſo. cheap. It is a Glay ſtiffer than 
ordinary Clays; or rather a kind of foft white Stone, 
that is found in the Quarries of that Province. Afﬀeer 
having waſh'd the pieces of it, and ſeperated the hete- 
rogenious Earth that may chance to be mix'd with it, 
they bray ir ſmall till ic be reduc'd to aſubtil Powder. 
How fine foever it may appear, . yet they continue 
pounding it for a long time , altho* by the touch no 
difference is to be perceived, yet they are perſwaded 
that it is indeed made much more ſubtil, that the in- 
enſible Parts are lefs mix*d,and that the Work thereby 
comes to be whiter and more tranſparent. Of this 
ſubtil Powder they make a Paſte, which they kneed, 
and beat a long while likewiſe, that it may become 
ſofter, and that the Water may be the more perfealy 


' Incorporated therewith, When the Earth is well 


moulded, they endeavour the figuring of it. It is not 
likely that they uſe Moulds, as they do in ſome other 
forts of Potterig it is more probable that they faſhi- 
on them upon We Wheel like us. So ſoon as their 
Work pleaſes them they expole it to the Sun, Morn- 
ing and Evening, but take it away, again when the 
Sun Waxes too hot, for fear of warping it. So the ' 
Vaſes dry by degrees, and they apply the painting at 
their leiſure, when they judge the ground proper to 
receive it ; but becauſe neither the Vaſes nor the Co- 
lours have ſufficient luſtre, they make a very fine 
Broth or Ly of the Matter of the ſame Porcelain, 
wherewith they paſs feveral ſtrokes upon the Wor k, 
that gives them a particular whiteneſs and luſire : 
This is what I call che Verniſh of che Porcelain. They 


allurcd 
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aſſared me in the Kingdom-of Siam that they mix'd: 
 *with it ſome common Verniſh, with the Compoſition 
made of the White-of an Egg, and ſhining Bones of 
Fiſh ; but this'is but a fancy , and the Workmen of 
Fokien, who work juſt as thoſe of Quamfi, don't doo- 
therwiſe. Afﬀer all theſe Preparations, they putthe 
Vaſes in a Furnace, wherein they kindle a gentle 
and conſtant uniform Fire, that bakes them without 
breaking ; and for fear leaſt the exterior Air ſhould, 
do them damage, they do not draw them one ill a 
long while after,* when they have acquired their due 
confiſtence, and have been gradvally cooled. - 
This is all, 22dam, I have to ſay to the Myſtery of 
Porcelain, that they have ſo long ſought after in Ew 
rope. Providence,and the Proſperity of Religion,that 
obliged me to run over the greateſt part of Chma, dl 
not carry me into the Province of Quaſi, wherethe- 
Earth is found whereof they make it; ſothat I do not 
ſufficiently know it, as to mine own partictlar, fo far 
astobe able to deſcribe the nature and partictiſarqia-! 
lities thereof ; perhaps it is not much different from 
ſdme foft Stones that are found in ſeveral Provinces. 
France.And if ſobethe ingenious would pleaſe tomake! 
ſome Experiments, and Operate diligently,by making 
uſe of ſeveral forts of Waters, afterWſJſe above-mentr 
ened manner, it might not be impefble to ſucceed, 
Beſides theſsVernilh'd CabinersandVeſſels of Porcer 
| lain, the Chineſe adorn likewiſe their Apartments with 
Pictures : They do not excel in this Art,becauſe they 
are not curious in perſpetive, notwithſtanding they 
diligently apply themſelves to Painting : They tak® 
delight in ic ; and there are a great company of Pam* 
ters among them; ſome paint the Ceiling, repreſerit- 
ing upon the Chamber-walls, an orderof Architectur® 
without $cymetry, by Bands or Fillets continued all 
along around at the top and bottom of the Wall, and” 
aboye the Capital of the Colomn, which contains o- 


i 


ly fingle Columns, placed at an equal diſtance, with- 


: of the Chineſe. I57 
out any other Ornament of Archite&ure. Others 
only whiten- the Chamber, or glew Paper upon it. 
They hang the Picures of their Anceſtors up and 
down, with ſome Maps and Pieces of white Sattin, - 


. on which is painted Flowers, Fowls, Mountains and 
Palaces 3 upon ſomeothersthey write in Capital Let- 


ters Sentences of Morality, chat explain the Maxims 
and Rules of  perte&t Governmenr. Some Chairs, 


-verniſh'd Tables,ſome Cabinets, Flower-Pots and Lan- 


thorns of Silk, well ordered, and placed in due pro- 
portion, makes. a pretty handſome Apartment. 
Altho' you do-got enter the Bed:chamber, yet are 
their Beds very fine ; | in Summer they have Taffaty 
Curtains.powdered with Flowers, Trees, and Birds in 
Gold and Silk embroidery. - The fort of Work that 
comes from the Province of Nankim.is in requeſt,and 
this is the moiſt noble and fine of all the Chineſe Fur- 
niture. Others have Curtainsof the fineſt Ggze,which 
is no ſecurity againſt the Weather, but. cloſe enough 
todefend them againſt Flies and Gnats, that are intol- 
lerable in the Night. In Winter they make uſe of 
courſe Sattin ſtitched with Dragons and other Figures, 
according as their fancy guides chem ; The Counter- 
pain is ina manner the fame: They do not uſe Fea- 
ther-beds ; but cheic Cotton Quilts are very thick ; 
their Bedſtead ordinarily is of Joyners Work, beautifi- 
x Figures. . I have ſeen ſome very fine and ex- 
quiſite. EE 

By all that I have ſaid, you may judge, Madam, 
that theſe People have ſhut themſelves up within the 
Bounds of Neceflicy and Profit, without being over 
folicitous about Magnificence ; their Houſes are near 
and decent, but not.fine. They ſeem ſtill more neg- 
ligent as to their Gardens : they have in that reſpect 
Conceptions much different from ours 3 for except 
places deſigned for the Sepulchre of their Anceſtors, 
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which they leaye umilled chey wapld think themſelvg 
cut of cheir Wits,to put the Ground tono other uſethan 
to make Alleys and Walks, te cultivate Flowers, and 
plant Groyes of unproficable Trees. The benefit of 


_ the Commanweal cammands-that all ſhould bs ſow, | 


ed; and their own patticylar Intereſt,that more neas . 
ly concerns them thay: the publick Good, dath not 
permit them to. preter Pi alpre to Profic. | 

*'Tis true, theFlowess of the Country do not des 
ſerve their lookingafter z they have none curious ; and 
tho many may bs mt with like-thaſg in Europe, yer 
do they gultivate:them fo ill, that one has much ad 
tgkngs them. Nevertheleſs thergare Trees in lems 
places, chat would affard great Qimar - gm 
of Fruit, they argalmaſt all the year lang laden with 
Flawers af a florid Carnation ; the Leaves are ſmall, 
like thaſe of the Elm, the Trunk irregular, the Braty 
chesGgraaked, and Bark ſmooth. If Alleys were made 
of them, mixing therewith (which might eaſily: be 
done) ſome Orange Trees, .it wovld be the moſt plea 
{ant thing in the World : But ſeeing the Chinefe walk 
nat mpch, Alleys do net agree-with them. « . 

Amongſt otherTrees they might diſpoſe of in Gar 
dens, there is ane they call Outem-chu, reſembling the 
Sycomare ; the Leaves are in Diameter berween 80s 
9 Inches, faſtnged te & Stalk a faoc long ; it is extreame 
ly tufted; and laden With Cluſters of Flowers ſo thick. 
fer, that the Sun cannot pierce it with his Rays : Thy 
Fruit which is extraprdipary ſmall, notwithſtanding 
the Tres is very large, is produced after this manner! | 


Towards £uguft, or tha end of Fw, there Springs out” 
of the very poipy;of. the-Branches," linle bunches ol 


Leaves different fremy#he other, they are whiter, 
fofter, and as broad, and are in lieu'of Flowers, up 
the border of each of theſa Leaves grow three or fout 
{mall Grains or Kernels, asbig as green Peas, that in! 
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| watertheir Cabbage and Liguminous 
Plantgzchey would defire no-more. The Emperor hath 
Fountains, 'after the European manner : bue private 
ms content themſelves with cheir Ponds and 

Butaltho' the Chineſeneglet che Ornaments of their 
Houſes. ® Yee no People affe&t more to appear mag- 
nificent in Pablick. The Government that condemns, 
or rather does not allow, .but regulates Expences as 
to other matgers, does not only approve of this, but 
- contributes to ic on theſe occaſions, for reafons that T 
{halt tell yon in the ſequel of che Hiſtory. 

When Perſons of Qaalicy receive Viſits,or make a- 
ny,when they go along the Streets,or when upon their 
» Journey, but efpecially at ſuch time when they appear 

fore the Emperor, or make their Addreſs to the 
Viceroys; they are always accompanied with a Train 
' andAir of Grandeurthat fills one wich Aﬀoniſhmenr. 

The Mandarini richly habited are carried in a Sedan 
gilded, and open;born vpon the ſhoulders of 8, or 16 
Perfons, accompanied with all theOfficers of their Frt- 
bunal,who furround them with EJmbrello's and other 
Marks of their Dignity. Some walk bztore them _ 
PL M 2 an 
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and two, bearing Chains, Faſces, Scutcheons of 
vernilhe Wood,upon whith miy be read inlarge gold 
Characters, 'all the Titles of Honour annext to their 
Placesof Truſt,together. with a Brazen Baſon upon 
which chey bear a certain number of Rolls according 
eo the Rank they bear in the Province ; they con: 
tinually ſpeak aloud,and threaten the People to make 
* ri TAI” _ «4 3 ("We # 34 
way. Ocher Officers follow in the ſame order, and 
fometimes four or five Gentlemen oh Hofſeback 
bring up the Rear. | Some Mandarin never appehs 
itt Pablick without a/Train'of three or fourſcore Do- 
mhelticns, 0 en WL 0 TR 
Thoſe that belong to the Army. go common y ooh 
Horſeback. and if of at Jconfiderdble Rank y 
are evermore at the head of Tweney five, or Thi 
ty Cavaliers. The Princes 'of the Blood ac, Peky 
are preceded by four of their Officers, and follow 


themſelvesin the middle of *x' Squadron chat marches 
without order. But then Ins no Liveries itt 


China, but the Domeſticks: are habited accord- 
ing to tho Quality oftheir Maſters in black Sattin,or 
painted-Linnen.Altho” the Horſes be neicher fine,noc 
well managed;yet arettie Trappings and Harneſs very 
magnificent's 2 eBfes Saddle: andStirrups are.gildeg; 
or elſe of SilverInſtead of Leather they make Bridles | 


of two or three *F'wiſts of courſe pinkr Sattin two fin 
gers -broad- ' Unders the Horſes Neck, at the begin- 
ning of the Breaſt-plate,hang two greatToſſels of that 
Curious redHorſehair wherewith they cover the Bots, 
nets,which are faſtened to two huge Buttons of Br: 


gilded or waſht with Silver,hung at Rings of the ſame 


Metal,this ſhews fine in a Cavalcade,bur: upon a long! = 
Journey, eſpecially upon' a Courſe,icis cumberſome. }| ; 
* Not only the Princes arid Perſons of the highelt 
Rank appearin Publick with a Train,but even thox 
of a meaner quality go always onHorſeback along the 
Streets, or in a cloſe Sedan,followed by ſeveral Foot- 

—_ | -mett 
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men's The Tartar: 
For 


- Ladies. dooften make uſe of 
Fheek,. bue they ki cp not the uſe 


Y 


es. eh two. 


a ofcheChineſe ManJarin principal- 
: Joi: On Bu the 2 take 49 Wapers 


pies and 
aa nts, the great t Fiber of Offi- 
Seamen. chat ſerve » Why zediffcrent Badg- 
&of their Az y ever y.Wherediſp nl het. Arms, 
neſs Bol Fs like does abundantly diſtin- 

Are the Europeans,, who are never wor 

"mare carele(s than when they Travel: 
? ave their Solemn Feaſts, which 
£ "with great pomp and charges ; - the 
aysin the year are ſpent in Fjoycing through- 
Fur the whole np reztheyArray themſelves magnifi- 
Ently,tl ne ano! a er,they ſend Preferus to all 
err nds;and i to alt che Perſons whom it any way 
oncernsthem to oblenaFoming Fealtivg andCome- 
nes take up every bodje cime,T en,or twelve days be- 
ore abindatice of lietleRe bberies,are committed, be- 
auſe thoſe who are. bi na of Money, ſeek how to 


upply T7 em in theſe Divertiſements. 
The 3 A F of the firſt Month is till more So- 
Mk they call.it the Dey or Feaſt of Lav 
Guile they. hanFthem up.in all theHou 

Ge Secects,in ſuch a great number, that it is a Mad- 
gather than a Feltival-: They light up,it may be, 
I oP 4w0 hundred Millions. Y ou. will ſee, Ma- 
2, by what tore xe,thar the have run 
Extremes in, this Ceremony; which otherwiſe 
ml if have been erat * .as ſeveral other,Cuſtams 
yr ta comply with/that Peoples, humour,but which 


Qual eek the moſt ſerious delight of Perſons 
Quality. 
4 They 
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=. expo 6 Yiew-that day Lanthorns of all pris 
| ooltTwo:rhoaſand Crowns and 
me: of obility:rewench. every. Fear fomething 
Eoin their. Table; 1 Appareler Equipage, 'to 2ÞAgar 
magriificetit5in;: Lanthoras.} Je '#s not the Mureri 
ter 6 ear ng Sethaartriad Pata, & Sik 
ake all the ſhew. As for thehignef, 
5 acfng m7 i ary rn robelleth of 
, -or Chamberg,and threeidr Font of thels Mz- 
ES oy: ndlome apartments ; in- 
+ regs: Ns 2e2Rl 1e Ms 
thit-3n China we. may' Eat, | ;{ TECCIVE..- 
repreſent Genlites,., 1d /Dancc 
A publi 1Boofe.is itt & £01 " 
but beeauſeir would be inclſven my ey: ax larkli 
with an+ | of: Wax Candles. or. I:1tmps 
which” at: a Diſtance: ſhew-wvery- pretey.” TD 18f8 
is alſo repreſented -divers. ſhewws -to gratifie 'theVW 
gar z and there Tr. Dy ang coliealed,, nth 
. the help ak, levera}-little- | ; 
to: play zof! the - 
Aion; Gf-which* are fi ur: 
who:-areacquainted with the Tricky. ar 
miſtaken: For my. part, Aadim,  v 
ceived, becaule /1 was:never preſent; ; 

' Whatsb ;relate is:upon; the? rep : the 
Chineſe, and upon: the credit of ſome Relation 
* Whoſe Authors wool! "preſs. prd whe T ou) 

+» to:condethn 70 i 


wagnkficent 3 . _ are _—_— compoſed of>111 
Eaces,”or _ each of which:makes 2 frame of foul 
foot _— Foot and ar half broad ,of Verniſhe Wood, 
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ind adorned with ſomeGildings./They bang ironihe 
inſide with aWeb- of fine Franfparent 6. Koogee 
| Flower, TreesRocks and fonerithes Humane 
igures. The pain ery eurious;the Colours live 
; ret? wha obs Fit Candles are ES ;the[ 
[perſerh «Shletdos that renders. Fork a 
e fr ade 
'" Thaſefx Pannelsjoyn'd ogerhorcom ole: 
gone; wIdled arithe-zop byfix carvedBiyres 
the-Crown of ie” There is hung 


| born jw the ll og or Pi- 
osnſe (fem for art Ornamentio oye 
 Chine| hatgthem in Windows, int 

ſomenimes in Publick Places. 
be %9 of. Lanchorns i is alſo celebrated by. Bon- 
Ire chat are Kindle azchatt time:/1h: alLhnrca ofthe 
At pd by ireworks; for there. is no body but lets 
\Dqr T Cracked, Some have fpoken. of 


FT 0.0 :the nel dures the Wotld. We are 


th Leaves 
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anwhich they wg 
ce'df Trees. Ty 
. Theſe Delyprgs i in for n= ; 


nk. e. own Per- 
dge{-been_able rohaverglacedehem,. I 
oiren-. foug kk Pts occaſion,” but all in.vain, 
Thes ; res are not fo ordinary as People imagine 
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_ and to retrieys them, it will perhaps be .neceſlary to 
go back to theig time; who, wric: of them. The Father 
 Miffionaries ; thar,1gjourn. at; Pekin, pho have 'been 
Eye-nidl -of what was performed upon this ac. 
count, in the Ewperor's PalaggghaW oſten. cold 'me, 
that it was not at all as they.imagined it to(be, and 


at the bottom, that:chere was, not | vg ner extthor 
dinar H 
7 | its not. aſt Shollytaon- 


thors; a $1 ons ot no Credit, they are 
oneſt, Miffionar: Who oy ould nor impoſe up. 
t plea we what | Ms India,| awd 
y do there really repro 
10Y | Ent 
A ak of Figures, not BE, eq, Nv, Tacks that 

- in the Air like our Squibs (for toime char not poſh 
ble to reduce Flame to ſuch) Herermuned JF 
would be necellary.to diſtinguiſh ng * and; 
and much lefs0' mitate ever Felpect our:th 
.are natural.to. Frujes) boeby T _ of. a (pave rſtable 
Matter compounded of , Campbire,and. ſome 
other Ingredients, -wherewi oy 'they dawb pieces 
os in form of aft ſs of TIRE ka. % ff ] 


is F*, on fire on all fideslikeCoal,and repreſents 
lit be totally conſumed.gh Firs of the Wood en 
which it wivapplycd3 "6-chat it is no great wonder 
that they ſhould. ma ke Trees and Fruits of Fire! fs 
I do imagine thoſe. they fo m_ Mm mA 
may be ſome ch':t 
for, beſides their gricular Oo pret 
ſplendid, and.-withal bh Toft 2/6, to the 0D 
maginab ragenpS: mean Ornament Au ler 
luminatipn,. to)beable to, repreſermghle 
of Fire, Palaces all on fire, with theior 


-- i 


ab ay het ſuch a ſmall 


Seonſticaing: anHerogf the loye toWomen, and the 
3 OF 


ofc the: Chineſe) a: t6g 


tefture, Cartouches, and Armories of-Light, and” a 
great company of otherRepreſencarions;thar might be 
matle-in Earoge with-a great deal more cxadnels than 
in the Eeft ; where' the 'Amtificers tieither have Inge- 
nuity to-contrive great Deſi igns,nor Dexterity enough 
ny co. Execune'them. - 

Perhaps,3ads you wilthaye cheCurioſicy to leafn 
whit might have, given occoſion tothe > Chineſeto Or- 
dain' Pp an extravagant Feſtival'as this; whereof I 
"have the honour to ſpeak to your Grace. "| Abici3 is Ve- 
fo the original ſeerms'very obſcure. 'The | 

ibe-it'to an Accident that happned inthe 
ly of, a famous Mandarin;whoſe Daughter walk- 

Evening*upon Banks of a River, fell jo, 
drowned; the aMicted Father, with his Fa- 
| I andthe berter to find her, he cauſed 
eatiTompany \&f Lanthorns tobe lighted; All the 
ies of the! place thronged after him with 


revs the? Ree ag for -her all- Ni#ht to/no pur- 
-poſk ' and the Mandarii's onfyComfort wes toffee the 
willingneſs and readineſſof the-People, every one of 


ſeem'd Fo 4f. he bhadloft his own Siſter, becapſe 


ih y lookt upon him as their Father. '-' | 
Wp ! he , ear enſuing they made Fires upon as Shore 


 day,they. cofitinued the Ceremony every 


Fea ; exery. one lighred:his Janborg nd by degrees 
[1t COL enC'd.into a Cuſtom. : The Gin e. are. pret- 
ty.Superſti tious. in this 'rel - he there is no pro- 
babi ls ſhould have ſuch a migh- 


-inffuence upon a whole Empi 

Some Chineſe NoQors pretend +4 this Feſtival de- 

duverh jes Ori inal from a.Stoxy phy report in 
Iv & thouſand five handred 

E2 5 ago, "China P governed by-aPrince 

th > laſt 'Emperor- of the firſt-Race;v | 
Pleaſed to.endue with Qualities capable 


ſpiric 


o 


166 of the chad and. Magnificence 


ſpirit of Debaticherythat took pens of his Heare, 
had not reducedhim-wo-a Montfterin the Empireand 
Abhorrencein:Nature.- - 


ann: 


him,greatCourage, andof ſuchex y ſtrength 
of Body, that he broke Iroty withihis Hand. Bu this 
Sopſov had his Miſtreſſes;and-grew weak; amongſt 
other -Exttravagancies, they relace,thiat he exhauſted 
all ifs 'Freaſurcs - in. building a Tower of... precious 
Stones tGhonour the ory of a Goncubine ; and 
that he filed a Pool-with Wine; for bln and: Three 


thouſand: young «Men to bathe in, afcer a Laſciviouy 


manner: Theſe Excedſles, ada bg gence 
tions- prevailed with the willdſt of his Courteo: 
hit forme Advice, accords w#rhe Cuſtorp, bur is 


put- them to death ; yea, andhe impti 
the "of the Empire, who.endeavoured to divert 
him frem theſe Diſt 
1 Fat: thatconfummated. the-Deſtruction of 
and LOTEEDy. & 3&0 Df ic. 
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Fnbich the hw f my 
Þ "hs W therbs coprinually trouble 


a me _—_ oſhiny the fwrerrneſs of £37 : Why eatimor1 
whe you rig for eve? And ſering there art Stars. that 
nebtr ec0/e ſhining,: mujbayhti needs be ſubjeb? to death? ou 
"are bright uf Sf all rhe.8rave da 
TN 3 We 5g) Ke Io #7; , ny 


Obje& ob: | 
Hs had rate-Pare, + wining,” pleafing way with | 


"ders: At length he committed 


| 1 over min Heart a bitreryeſs that bin - 


'Y 


; of the Chineſe,” 167 
diz': What nevd: have we of the Sun and Moot to 1 
the durariow of out Life # The morning Star that riſes every 
morning, and the night that comes every evening do conti> 
ntully put #1 14 ind of the beginning and ind of our days ; 
a thoſe begin and'ond; fo do ours that ate begun, advance 
with precipitation avid will ſpeedily be at an end. 

*' Camo, - corne;” Siv;ler'ws nolonger eaffi our Eyes upon theſe. 
Globes that roll over our Heads : Hawmt you'a mind once 
for all to cure your imagination's ur ſelf a new Hea- 
wen; ever enhigbrned, always ſerems; always ifavonrable to 
your "efires ; here we ſhalt perceive not thi leaft foorſtep 

f the ——— of humane things. ou may eaſily: do- it, 

eneffing agreat and magnificent Palzce, ſhut up; on. all 

ſalifrow rhe lag be of2bs Sunz yo ou may bang up all around 
rhignifitent Lanthorar whoſe eſa [plendot will be pre- 
ferruble torhar of the San: © 
b yortedifÞst ber whatſoever # 2 capable of 

wm + fear of bejng one 10- 
k of all correſyondence'with 0- 
We wil boys of 25 tar in: Mi: Yew 


b eh 


jd nor change'm Lifet $ 'And i rovided My Lcd, that 


fork bs jour part will bralways conftemt;always paſſionate, 
ler "—h Karon me unalerablty nd 708 happineſs 
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ry ether | it e was tharhe thought he 
miſs | hehad + mindco 


ad himſelf "Thets he peſt ſeveral Months immerſed = 
"ms Mes, and wholly-raken up with hisnew _— . 
' 


- -£68 Of the Oeconomy antl Magnificence 


ſs Peopie.not being ablero-endure-fuch Execef,, 
ged one of the wilſelt: Kings ofthe Empireto'de- 
= againſt bim: +, 12. x 

So ſoanas the;Emperor had cuticoof the Conſhi. 
racy, he appeared..prefently in-cheoldWorld, which, 
whether ha would pr. no,ſtuek-more to his heart chan 
the new.: . He.appears.atthe Head of 'an- Army#g' pu. 
niſhchis Rebel z2but- ſeeing himſelf abandoned by the 
Peaple,whom hehad ſofooliſhly deferted, he thought 
it his wiſeſkcourſere:abdicace, and betake himſelf? to 
flight. During the. three remaining years of his'Life ; 
he wangeced from Provitiees to Provinee- incognirsiny 

poar Condition, alway dengan ing.diſcovers 
Mi. 25 if, God: by this diſquiecatid-Ccontinuat "apita- 
tion, had aymind co_punifh--him for that ſoft andek. , 
feminate Repoſe, wherein he thought tohave'fount ? 
conſtane Nelights-and eterngkFelicuy. - Tn the mean 
time:theyj deſtroyed his Palaces, and -to preferve.hit - 
Memosy.qftuch.an uttworthy- Aion to Poſterity, 


5 v4 


cars CG apeins ofico's not Yar p 
—_— pps his. Gaurt zogo:thicher, contimicted 
himſelf, wichthe Queen; reral Princeſſes of his 
Family, into;the hand of & Magician, who promiſett, 
him cotranſport.themthither'4n-a rice. He made 
them in the Night <o--aſcend-magnificent =_ ones 
that. wereborh up by Swans, which in a iO Ent/ar 
' rived at, Homeboward 1+ ho ano 


cing carr or 7 el us, 
Gay: war pears ;3 and C: 
gain. with the ſame-ſpeed-and-E ulpage, 
Court perceiving his abſence. This 


-6f. the Ghineſe. ' '* 16g 


Fable a Chace have told ; they haye- Stories upon 
CYST, thin DE, fog abey.are Superſticious to-exceſs.:And 
in point of Magick,be it. feigned ortras;-there - is no 

Feople inthe Wald that have.come-nearthem.. 
; However 6; certginyittis; that-they take huge 
delight, in Publick. Wuminfwions:; 'andone of their 
ings, wha. for. his i,good; qualicies; was: become the 
darling, of the People, once thought he - could: not 
better demonſtrate to themihis reciprocal Afte&ion , 
an . by. inventing for their fakes ſuch like Feaſts.' So 
nat Pnce a Year, for eight Nights one” after another , 
18. ap ay MsRalace, which they took care to/illu- 
hell Lanthorns and Fireworks. He 


one IIES the. liberty of m7 jy Fr th 
| ering divers. Conſortsof Mulick there performed. 
This Action, hath rendred this Princeirenowned i in 
theC Hiſtory; butrwhat would they-have:ſaid if 
| the dey bad chanced to be.-inmthe.Apartment of Verſailles, 
where che, beſt and moſt;potent of Kingsſo often-af- 
lembles Mizhe innocent Pleaſures that Chriſtianity al- 
laws, £ joke Sie Gourtzzif poflible, as happyas him- 
elt- if they. did but. behold.chole 1lluainations;thoſe 
Þontorts, Ire hole magnificent Banquets, and 
je Pinge himſelf ſtrivingto mix with-the Multicude ; 
nay.and would be unknawn,were ke not diſtinguiſhed 
B.A Air of Grandeur,igdependent;on his Dignity, 
whereof he cannot. deveſt himſelf. | 
_ Since. Iam ſpeaking, Madem, of ob Magnificence 
of the Chineſe, I cannot, without being-wamging in'a 
material point,paſs gver i in filencewhe relates to- their 
umperars,' WIYSIETEE appear.in. Publick;batas foima- 
ny. Deigies, envageped with all ;heSplendor that may 
67A the refpe&.and, veneration of thePeople Here- 
7 they. rarely ſhewegthemſelyes ; but the qr 
who 


£70 of = PETETE and Ml Megniicenc 
who reign at preſent; are much more Popular) andrhe IN 
late King did notfhand fomuch upon nice pundtilio's, 
The preſent Emperor in that, -as weltas-in bal things 
cle, obſerves a/Medium,' which contents hisown Na- 
rion; without totally difplea 
thelefs, as moderate a5*-MÞ 'is, in compariſon of the 
Anciomes, one may boldly ſay, he never marches but 
at the head, or inithe midft of an Army 56 11514 

. At ſuch time he is accompanied with all the Lords 
of the Courtz Thereisnething but-Silks, Gildings, 
and precious Stones, rthitg there is (pl 161d" am 
pompous ; the Arms he Horſes Harnief;the Urnbiel. 
Ibs; the Streamers, and's thouſand "Ghr He of 

Royal Dignity, or of the pari - Quality 
Prince, every where ſparkles it that df D:7 
ther is nothing" more regular ow the(e ; Sond, rr 
.chan-thisCroud p every one- knows 'his reſpective 
-Rank ; '8adithe Head of that Man, or atleaſt hisF& 
eans,. Hos ar ſtake, who ſtelt-profutts iridifer zeflyffo 
diſcompoſe the order of the'March:” | 910g - 

"Whiea'be rakes & 15s commonty P the Provinces 
the Bmpire, he | _— (Bite 


| yt 
deſigns to ride Poſt torrents o_ ' 

He-poes fornetimes into Thrfary to take Þ and 
-menrof Hunting, bur yet #lulys accompanied Wifitic 
went to the Can of fomenew'Empire.He catries 

along with hinfty6lefs than Forty Thouſand Men; 
endure 4 great y eh tmepys whether: the-We: 
'be horF<bid,; Jec2t 7 ag a vay 
ventent manner 5"nay,a | 
_ ir oneef theſe oils 1 ton —_— fs, 
the Defirudion of Ter Fhos 


"Phd Fathers that evo pany Him thirher pete 
neyer 
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S never daes his Magnificence-morediſplay it felf than 
S upan: this occaſian ; there he ſees ſometimes Thirty or 
 Ferty petty Zartar Kings,' that come:to:addrefs him, 
or/pay him Tribute ; 'y88, there be ſome of them thac 
bear the Name of Hem.orChamthat is ta lay, Emperor; 
they are all of them, juſt as the Maxndaerixs of the firſt 
Order,his Penſioners ; be gives them his Daughters in 
Marriage; and to make them the more ſure to his In- 
tereſt, he declares himſelf their Protector againk all . 
the: Weſtern 7artars, who often annoy them; nay, 
and: have ſometimes Forces enough to: attack Ching it 
felf with ſome. Face of -gagd Succsk. 
ic. Whilſt the Craud.of theſe petty Sqvereigns appears 
in tha Emperor's Camp,the Court is wondgrfal ſump- 
mous and tothe; end he may pollels theſe Barbarians 
with ſomeldea-of, the Power of Ching,;the Train, Ha- 
ics and Tents of the. Maxdarins, arg tich and:glozious, 
even; to exce6. This.is what the. Miffionaries, who 
= haye-heen witneſs of che fame, do repare ; and I ſup- 
poſe we may give Credie-to theic Relations, not anly 
BY ibecaule they all unanimoufly agree in this Matter, 
= but alſo becauſe what itheyſfay does altogether com- 
HE port with the Genias of the Chineſe. 164. 3L 
BY That which the Relation of. Father Adagalben's, 
BE newly cranſlaced with:Jearned and uſeiui Notes, ſays, 
= concerning the. pempans March of.:the Emperor, 
when he goes to the. Femple to offer:Sacrigces to 
Hoaven,hath ſomething-odd in it, and deferveadyer 
40, be repeated ; and ſo much the more, becauſe ch 
ahings are neither falſe nor magnified ;- for the Qc- 
ders obſegyed in Publick Ceremonies is known to eve- 
.xy boadyie be ſo- regular, thatthevery Emperor dares 
;not add-ordiminiſhghe leaſt, Article. -- 
+::{Fhis;pompous Ceremony begins with Twenty four 
-EFrumpets, adorned wich Golden Coronets;5 wuh a 
Dipms.canked,cachof them into Twailes ; 24/Men 
 :aMmpcd wich Trunchcons vernifhe and gilt, 60r or po 
"4: | | ong 
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T "_ of the 
long,” follow themin we rank; after 
that follow roo Soldiers bearing-noble Halbards, arm- 
ed withia Semicircleof :ron, in form-of a Creſlanc, 
followed with x60 at Mace,and two Officers 
whoſe Pikes are painted wittiredVerniſh in different 
Plans, with Blowers.and golden Figures. 

— Next after; cthis/firſt File is born*#goo curiouſly 
Lanthorns,,4o0o Flamboys of a;gilded Wood 
T like oar'F 'orches,200 Lances charged -with 
ge Th sgf- Silk, 24B an Neo 
the- Signs of -rhe Zodi ;/ and: 5 6 others that repre: 
ſent the Celeftial Conſtellacior $3 There is to beſeen 
moreover.200 Fans with Figuresof Dragons, and o- 
cher Aningals; 24 Umbrello's ftill-more magnificent, 


nd) a Livery Cupboard borgyby the Officers of the 
Palace; whoſe Urenfils are oF Gold: / - 
All this does immediately Rare the Emperas, 


who at laſt appears on Horſeback, gloriouſly attired a 


ſurrounded with Six whitged Horles,: whoſe Har 

is covered with _ and preci ous Stanes, with 100 
Life-guard. 
fore- him ant 


at hs ah ſhades bim and the Horls, 


and dazles the Sight with aljthe m7 thac Man 


.could poflibly invent to+entich ir. 

. * The Emperor is followed by all che Princes of che 
Blood, by the 2andarmns of thi firſt order, by the 
Vi; pecopaandy png al Lordsof the Court, all in their 
"q after comes 5co yo ung 
Get 'Qualicy,which may be called the Ban 

of Ginn Penſioners, attended by 1000 Foot- 
men, array 'd in Carna bon Silk, bordered wich Flow- 
ers,*ſtirched wich little ol > | 
is properly the King's | 6 

- - This Retinue is Mill, more k /© > 60 Wh by what 
follows, than by what. went before - : For immediate» 
ly. 35 Men bear an open Sedan'that reſembles a Tri- 


2 i Chair,120 © Drathrs ſupport another cloſe on 
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gs, whereon are painted 


I6nour ; chey bear.up be- 


SES walkin wee zoos cc. NTT 


| Afterwards there appear four Chariats, the two firſt 
of which are drawn by Elephants, ahdthe other two 
' by Horſes. Each Sedan and Chariothath a Company 

of Fo Men far ies Guard :- 'The Charioteers are richly 
apparelled, and the Elephants as well as the Horles, 
ace covered with Embroidered Houſings. 
Then 2000 Mandarin Offiicers, and 2000 Officers of 
the Army, all moſt richly cloathed, marching in or- 
der, and-according.to their Cuitom, with a Gravicy 
that commands reſpect, bring up the rear of this ſtate- 
ly Show. Iris not needful that the Court ſhould be 
' atgreat charges for this Pomp ; and as ſoon as ever 
the Emperor is pleaſed to go offer Sacrifice, they al- 
ways, are in a readineſs to attend him in this order, 
I do not know that in our Entertainments and Solemn 
Feſtivals, we have any thing more ſplended and mag- 
nificent. | | 

'But che-Emperor of Ch;na never appears greater, 
than when. he gives Audience to foreign Ambaſla- 
dors ;. that prodigious number of Troops who are at 
tharcime in Arms, that incredible number of Manda- 
rins in thetr Formalitics, diſtinguiſhed according to 
their rank and quality, placed in order, without con- 
fifion, without noiſe, without diſturbance, in ſuch 
order as they would appear in the Temples of their 
Gods; the Miniſters of State,. the Lord Chiet Juſtices 
of all the Soverein Courts, the petty Kings,the Princes 
of the Blood, the Heirs of the Crown, more humble 
before this Prince, than they are exalted above the 
People: The Emperor himſelf ſeated on a Throne, 
who beholds proſtrate at his Feet all this Crowd of 
Adorers'; all this, T ſay, bears an Air of Sovereignty 


and Grandeur in it, that is to be found no where buc 


In China, which Chriſtian Humility does not ſo much 
3 permitKings to deſire inthe moſt gloxious Courts'of 


Exrope, 
N [} 


= of. the-Chinele. 173, 


; % | 
. fſobig, that one would take it for an intire Apartment-. 
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+46E 274 Of the Lauguape,CharaSters,Books, || 


.- -F ſhould never make an'end; if Thad a mind/tode. 
ſcend toall che particulars of che Publick Ceremonies, 
' Where the Chmiſe diſplay all their Magnificence ; ] 
ſuppoſe, - Madam, IT have ſpoken enough to give you | 
ajuſt Idea of it; now it you pleaſe to permit me, in 
the cloſe of this Letter, to add what TI think of it my | 
ſelf in reference to France,where the Riches and Amhji. 
tion of private Perſons have carried ſtatelineſs to an 
higher pitch, than in any other Realm in Europe ; It 
ſeems to me that the Chineſe do almoſt ever ſurpaſs us 
in Common and Publick Actions, by a more glori- 
ous and fpecious outſide 3 but, that in Domeſtick 
Things, our Apartments are incomparably richer, the 
Retinue of Perſons of Quality more decently clothed, 
tho? notſo numerous, the Equipages more commodi. 
ous, the Tables better ſerved, and generally ſpeaking, 
the Expence more conſtant, and better regulated.” I 
am with a moſt profound reſpe, 
Madam, 
Your moſt Humble, | 
and moſt Obedient $ _— 
L }. 


GETIERNT VI. 
To the Archbiſhop of Rheims, firſt Peer 


France. - | 


Of the Language, CharaFers, Books and Morality 
of the Chineſe. 


My Lord, | | WON 
FTER having hadthe honour to entertain your 
F \ Graceat your ſpare hours, concerning the ditf- 
erent Cuſtoms of the Empire of Ghine, 1 belicved $0 
: | w ould 


r 
x 


_ and Morality of the Chineſe, #8 


would: not take it amiſs to ſee from me an account of 
what relates to their Language, Gharacters, Books, 
and Morals. 

There are certain points of Hiſtory that one cannot 
enter upon without much caution,and eſpecially when 
one is to explain rhem to ſuch a Perſon as your ſelf, 
whoſe particular Charadter it is, to know exadly and 
moſt perfe&tly whatever you ſtudy, to ſatisfie ſuch a 
mind, there is requiſite an Exa&neſs and Method, 
which the freedom and looſneſs of Diſcourſe will not 
admit of. op | 

I well know, My Lord, that it is difficult to add, 
pon this Subject, any new Knowledge tothat. which 
hath-rendred you one of the moſt knowing Prelates of 
the Age; how good and diffuſive ſoeverthe Morality 


_ of China may be, yet are they but the faint Glimpſes 


of narrow and imperfe& reaſon, which diſappear as 
ſoon as they are brought near thoſe Divine Lights that 
Religion diſcovers to us, and whereinto you have ſo 
long dived by the continual reading of Fathers, Ca+- 


-nons, and Counſels. 
?- Nevertheleſs, altho' all the Philoſophy of that re- 


nowned Nation be not able to inſtruct us, yet is it 
worth our Enquiry to know, To what pitch of Per= 


 feion it heretofore brought Sciences, and that coo at 


atime when other People in theWorld wereeither ig- 
norant or barbarous. Their chief Learning lies 1n 
their writing and their Language, wherefore I will 
firſt ſpeak of that: What I have obſerved moſt re- 
markable therein is this : 

The Chineſe Language bath no Analogy with any 


* of thoſe that are in vogue in the World, no Afinity 


neither in the Sound, in the pronunciation of the 
Words, nor yet in the diſpoſing and ranging of the 
Conceptions. Every thing. is myſterious therein,and 
you will, no queſtion, ſtand amazed, 24y Lord, to 
underſtand thac all the Words of it may be learnt in 
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two hours, altho* there is-required ſeveral years ſtudy 
to ſpeak it : That one may be ready to read all the 
Books, and to underſtand them perfetly,without ap- 
prehending any thing, if another read it ; that a Do- 
or may compole a Book with all the elaboratenels 
poſlible,* and this very fame Dottor tmay not know e. 
nough of it to explain himſelf in ordinary Converſati- 
on. 'Thata Mute inſtructed inthe Characters, might 
with his Fingers, without Writing, ſpeak as faſt ashis 
Auditors can conveniently hear him. In a word, 
that the felf ſame words do often ſignifie quite diffe- 
Tent things, and of two Perſons that ſhall-pronounce 
them, it will be a Complement in the Mouth of the 
one, and foul Language in the Mouth of the other, 
Theſe Paradoxes,how ſurpriſing ſoever they may ſeem, 
are very true notwithſtariding; and your Grace will 
grant it, if you pleaſeto give your ſelf never fo little 
trouble, to caſt your Eyes upon what I ſhall write to 
you about it. x 
- This Tongue contains no more than three hundred 
and thirty words, or thereabouts, all of one Syllable, 
or atleaſt they ſeem to be fo, becauſe they pronounces 
them ſo ſuccinatly, that a-Mancan ſcarcediſtinguiſh 
the Syllables : Altho? it be a tedious thing to read the 
whole Series of them, yet ſhall I deſcribe them in this 
place,as well to let you underſtand the Tone,as togive 
you the ſatisfa&tion-to ſee, at one view, compriſed in 
one ſingle Page,a Language fo ancient,ſo famous, and 
I may lay, fo eloquent as chis 1s. 
Theſe few words would not be ſufficient to expreſs 
a Man's ſ:]f aptly upon all Subje&s, to ſupply words 
for Arts'and Sciences, to maintain Eloquence in Diſ- 
courſe, or in Writing, which is very different among 
the Chineſe, if they had not an Art to multiply the 
Senſe, without multiplying the words. This Art chiet- | 
ty- conſiſts in the Accents they give them ; the ſame 
word pronounced with a ſtronger or weaker _ 
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on of the voice, bath divers fignifications ; ſo that the 
ChineſeT.anguage when it is ſpoken exactly, is a kind of 
Muſfick,and :ontains a real Harmony, which compo- 
ſeth the Eſſence and particular Character of it. 

There are five Tones thar are applied ro each word, 
according to the ſence one means to give it.The firſt is 
an uniform pronunciation without lightning or falling 
the Voice;as if one ſhould continue for ſome time the 
firſt Note of our Muſjick : the ſecond raiſeth theVoice 
notably higher ; the thirds very acute: in the fourth 
you deſcend all on the ſudden to a graveTone: in the 
fifth you paſs to a more deep Note, if I may preſume 
ſo to expreſs my ſelf, by hollowing and framing a kind 


of Baſe, It is very hard toexplain my meaning here- - 


mM any other way, than by the Language it felt. 
However you already ſee, My Lord, that by this di- 
verſity of Pronunciation, 33 3 words, are made 1665. 
- beſides one may pronounce ſmoothly, or aſperate 
_ each word, which is very uſual, and does ſtill increaſe 
. the Language by half. Sometimes theſe Monoſyllables 
_ are joyned cogether, as we put our Letters together, 
_ thereby to compole different words: Nay, they do 
morethan all chat, for ſometimes a whole Phraſe, ac- 
cording as it follows, or goes before another, hath a 
quite different. ſenſe ; ſo ir plainly appears that this 
Tongue,ſo poor, ſo ſeemingly barren,yet for all thatis 
indeed very rich and copious in furniſhing us with ya- 
riety of words. * | pn” 
- **But theſe Riches coſt Foreigners dear to come by 
them,and I cannot tell whether ſome Miflionaries had 
not better have laboured in the Mines than to have ap- 
ply'd themſelves for ſeveral years to this Labour,one of 


the hardeſt and moſt diſcouraging that one can expe- 


rience in matter of ſtudy. T cannot apprehend how 
any one can have other thoughts ; and I muſt confeſs 
Iadmir'd to read the new Relation of Father Magalber, 
' that the Chineſe Language is eaſier than theGreek, Latin, 
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atid all the Languages in Europe. He adds, one can- 
not doubt of it, if it be conſidered that che difficulty 
it Tongues proceeds from the Memory; now one 
hath na trouble at all in this, that hath but very few 
Words in compariſon of others, nay, and may be 
learnt in a days time. 

To argue as this Father does, Muſick muſt colt ys 
but an Hors time, ſeven Words, and ſeyen Tones, do 
not much burcken the Memary, and if one have but a 
Voice never © lictle flexible, one would think it were 
no hard matter to learn them ; nevertheleſs, we fee by 
daily experience,whoſo begins at thirty or forty Years, 
unleſs he have a more than ordinary Inclination for 
Muſick, ſcarce ever learns it to purpoſe; nay, and 
after much application, and long exerciſe, is ſtill to 
his dying day, but a pitiful Muſician, How i: fr 
fare with a Perſon who hath fix Tones to combine 
with above 30oWords, that he does not know by the 
writing, which he muſt call to mind exrempore, when 
he would ſpeak fluently,or when he is co diſtinguiſhin , 
another Perfon thac precipitates his Words, and whg 
ſcarce obſerves the Accent and particular Tone of 
each Word ? y As 

"Ic isnot the Memory that is put to aſtreſs upon this 
occaſion, but the Imagination and Ear, whichin fome 
certain Perſons never diſtinguiſh ons Tone from ano- 
ther ;: the turn 'of the Tongue alſo conduces infinitely 
thereto ; and there are certain Perſons that have Me- 
mory ſufficientto learn a Book in few Days,who will 
tag at it for a Month together to pronounce only one 
Word, and all to na purpoſe ; How happens it, that 

tet him take what care he will,*a Man has never a 

good Accent in our Languaga, when he is born in 

certain Provinces, if he lives in them till he is grown 


Up. | : 5 

Nevertheleſs, to make your {elf underſtood in Chi- 

2:/,you muſt give to each Ward its peculiar Accent; 
2a 8 yary 


and Morality of the Chineſe. 179 


vary but never ſo lictle,and you fall into another Tone 
that makes a rediculous Counter-ſenſe ; thus if you 
have not a care, you may call 'a Man Beaft, when 
you mean to cail him Sir, becauſe the Word that is 
common to them both, hath a different Senſe, only 
by the different Tone they give it: So that it is pro- 
perly in this Language, that one may ſay, the Tone 
is all in all. | 
This is that alſo that makes the ChineſeTongue more 
difficult than others. When a ſtranger chat hath but 
a ſmattering intends to ſpeak French, if he pronounce 
ſome Words bu: never fo little well, we eaſily gueſs at 
. thoſe he ſpeaks ill, and we know his meaning ; 'but in 
China one ſingle Word badly pronounced, is enough 
to render the whole Phraſe unintelligible; .and one 
Phraſe at the beginning that is not well heard and 
underſtood, hinders the underftanding of what fol- 
lows. So when one chances to come into a Conpgre- 
gation, where they have already begun to ſpeak a- 
boat ſome Buſineſs, one ſtares about a good while 
without, underſtanding, till fach time as by degrees 
they put him in the way, and till he gets hold of the 
Thread of the Diſcourſe, 7 Se 
+ Bide: hal have been ſaying, this Tongue bath 
particular Characters chat diftinguiſh it from all others, 
Firſt of all they do not ſpeak as they write, and the 
moſt quaint Diſcourſe is barbarous, harſh, and unplea- 
fant-when printed, ' If you wonld write well, you 
maſt 'uſe more'proper Terms,more noble Expreffions, 
mote particular Turns,than do occur in common Dif- 
| eoviſe, and which are proper only for Writing, the 
Site of which is more different from che common E- 
loeution, than qurobſcureſt Lacin Poets are from the 
ſnootheſt and moft natural. Proſe. Me 
. Secondly, Eloquence does not conſiſt in a certain 
Dilpofirion' of Perijods,ſuch as Orators affect, who, to 
' impoſe upori the Auditors, ſtuff it ſometimes only 
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with Words, becauſe they have but few things. to: tell 
them.; The Chineſe are eloquent by their lively Ex- 
preflions, noble Metaghors, bold and ſyccin& Com- 
Pariſans,and aboveall, by abundance of Sentences and 
Paſſages taken from theAncients,which amongſt them 
are, of. great moment :., they deliver a great many 
things. in a few, Words, their Scile is. cloſe and myſte- 
rious, obſcure and not continued, they ſeldom make 
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uſe. of . thoſe Particles that illuſtrate and conne& cur - 


Diſcourſe, ; They ſeem ſometimes to. ſpeak not to be 
underſtood, oftimes they expe& you. ſhould under- 
Tſtagd eral things, alchough they do not mentjon 


a tew. Words! | 

_ Ttgs true, chis Obſcurity almoſt quite vaniſhes /in 
reſpedt of thale who have a perfet Knowledge inthe 
Characters; anda Learned Men that reads a Work, 
s Flom miſteken in ir, but in ſpeaking one is often 
at a ſtand: And I have converſt wich ſome Dodors, 
who td, underſtand. onganother in familiarDiſcourles 
were. obliged to deſgribe with their Finger in the air 
the particular Letter that expreſt their, Words, whoſe 
Sent could not be determined by the Pronunciation.” 


- 


1, Thirdly, The Sound of the, Wards 35 pretty pleaſing | 


to the Ear,cſpecially.in the Province of Nankim,where 
the Accent is more corredt than.in any.other party for 
there many pronounce the different Tones fo fineand 
delicatgly, ibat a Stranger hathmuch.ado to perceiye 
it, Betdes, they, never uſe, R, which.contributes nota 
Fiedle co mollifie that Language ; yer; muſt ic be allows 
ed:chac moſt. part of the Chineſe, that pretend.to.ſpeak 
eerigftly, ſpeak yery; unmutcally, they, :draw)-ou 
their . Words. intollerably 3, and;.cbough chey, be.all 
Monolyllables , Yet. by meer urs: then, . they 
make. Words infinite. and like to intire Phraſes. . .- 
.. Thgy, hays, moreover ,a Terminatiqn, which often 
6, Wien We.Fxpine commonly by, 4. Goable #5: 
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| the Sound comes from the bottom of the aſpera' Arte= 


ria, ſouncouth and unnatural, that that alone is capa- 
ble of ſpoiling a Language : But as certain forc'd Af- - 
perations in the Ca/tHian Tongue,do notwithſtanding 
pleaſe the Spaniards ; fo the Chineſe are perſwaded that 
theſe ſame Guctturals that diſpleaſe us,are a real grace ; 
and that theſe more Maſculine and ſtronger Tones, 
gives a body to their Language, without which it 
would be apt to degenerate into an Effeminate Soft- 
neſs; which would at beſt have no Grace but in the 
Mouth of Women and Children. 

Fourthly, They want abundance of Sounds which 
we expreſs by our Letters; for Example, they do not 
pronounce A,b,d,o,r,x,z, after the ſame manner as we 
do in; France 3 and when any one forces them to pro- 
nounce them, they always make ſome Alteration,and 
uſe Sounds that in their Language comes the neareſt to 
them;never being able almoſt to expreſs them exactly. 
Which proved formerly a great difficulty for the Chi- 


me Priefts in confecrating the Hoſt, who could nor 
ſay Maſs in Latin withour falling into a ridiculous jar- 


gon. Yee:there was ſo much pains taken to frametheir 
Tongue, that at length they haveſucceeded to admi- 
ration : So that.the Zatin in their Mouth is not much 
more-different from har of the Portugueſe, than that 
ol-the Portugueſe is from ours. | 

+All that1 have been ſaying, 4y Lord,is tobeunder- 
fiood of the Mandarin Language, that is currant all o- 
rerthe-Empire,' which is univerſally underſtood every 
where ; for:the common People at Fokien beſidesthar, 
ſpeak a particular Tongue, that hath no affinity with 
thelame, who look upon it'in China, as we do upon 


the Biſcay Language; or Bazbetron in France. 


What relates tothe China Charadter is no leſs ſin- 
gular thantheir Tongue they have notany Alphabet 
4we have, that containsthe Elements, and as it were, 


com- 


comprehend how. we are able, with ſoſmall a number 
of Figures, each of which ſignifies nothing, toexprefs 
. Upon a piece of Paper allour Conceptions,to compoſe 
ſuch an infinite Number of Bagks,asto ſtock whole Li- 
braries. ThisArt of patting Letters together,tocompoſe 
Words of them, tocombine them. both into a prodigt- 
ous number of Senſes, is to them an hidden Myſtery, 
and that which is ſo common amongſt other Nations, 
never obtained amongſt them,ceither through the lictle 
Converle they have had with other neighbour Nations, , 
or thro' the ſmall account they made of Foreign In- 
ventions. - | 
Inſtead of CharaRers,at the beginning of their Mo- 
narchy they uſed Hieroglyphicks ; they painted rather 
than wrote; and by the natural Images of things; 
which they drew upon Paper,they endeavoured to ex- 
preſs and cenvey their Idea's to others; ſo that to 
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write a Bud, they painted its Figure ; and to ſignify a - 


Foreſt, they repreſemed a great company of Trees;, _ 
a:Circle ſignified the Sun, and a Creſcent the Moon. 4 
-**This fore of Writing was not only imperfe&, but 4 


very inconvenient ; for beſides that one expreſt his 
Thoughts but by halves, even thoſe few that were ex- 
preſt, were never perfe&ly conceived, and it was be- 
ſides, utterly impoſlible to avoid miſtakes : Moreover, 
there needed whole Volumes to expreſs a few things, 
becauſe the painting\topk up a great deal of room, In- 
ſomueh. that the Chineſe by little and little changed 
their Writing, and compoſed more ſimple Figures, 


tho! lefs natural ; they; likewiſe invented many to ex- 
prels (ome things that. Painting could not. repreſent, 


as the-Voice, Smell. the Senſes, Conceptions, Paſlions, 
and a Thouſand: other Objedas that have neither Bo- 
dy, nos Figure ; of ſeveral ſimple Draughes, they after 
m3de:compound anes;; and at this-rate they-multiph- 
ed their Characters-adsnfourum, becauſe they deſtined. 


0ne-og-mMare of them for.each particular Ws.” 
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This abundance of Letters is in my opinion the 


' Gurce of the Chyneſe ignorance, becauſe they imploy 


all- cheir-days in this ſtudy, and haye no leiſure fo 
much asto think of other Sciences, fancying them- 
ſelves l2arned enough if they can but read. However, 
they are far from underſtanding all their Letters; Tec 
is very much, if after ſeveral years indefatigable 
ſtndy, they are able to underſtand fifreen or twenty 
thouſand. The vulgar fort of the Learned, con- 
tent themſelves with leſs : and I cannot believe that 
there was ever any Doctor that underſtood the third 
fare - forthey reckon upward of Twenty four thous» 
_ | 

As for Strangers,it is ſcarce credible how much this 


ſtudy diſguſts them ; it is an heavy Croſs to be forc'd 


all a Man's life long (for commonly it is not too long 
tor it) to Stuff his Head with this tiorrible multitude 
of Figures, and to be always occupied in deciphering 


& imperfe& Hieroglyphicks, that have in a manner no_ 
F” analogy with the things they fgniftie, here 1s not hs 


+ leaftCharm in this,as in the Sciences of Eyrope,which, 


JF in fatiguing, do not ceaſe to recompence the weary 


mind with Delighe.It is neceſlary inChima,that a Man 
may not be diſcouraged,to ſeek out more ſuvlimeMo-. 
tives, to excite this tyred Inclination; to make a 
Vertde of a Neceflity, and to pleaſe ones ſelf to think, 
that. this ſtudy, how crabbed and ingrateful ſoever ir 
lems, is not ſterile, becauſe it is a ſure way to bring 
Mgn to the-Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, | 

: Nt is that way whereby we make our ſelves under- 


F. iood by the learned; whereby we infinuate our ſelves 
- Into their Spirits, and thereby prepare them for the 


jonas Truths of Chriſtian Religion ; there is not that 
erſon to whom this hope of preaching the Goſpel 


ucceſsfully,does not incourage,and inſpirit. We can- 


fot alſo doubt,but that our bleſſed Lord may accom- 
py the Effects of our good Will, with a particulag 
Te i 2 Blefling 3 


' naries would never have been fo great Proficients, as 
to make fuch a progreſs that has aftoniſht the ableſt 
Do&ors of. the Empire. 

Amongſt theſe Charatters there are ſome ofdivers 
ſorts. The firft are almoſt out of uſe, and they pre- 
ſervethem only out of Veneration to Antiquity. The 
ſecond not fo ancient* by far, take place only in Pub- 
lick Inſcriptions; when thereis occaſion for them , 
they conſult Books, and by the help of a Dictionary, 
1t is eaſie. co decipher them. The third much more 
regular and fair, ſerve for the impreflion, and alfo for 
_ the ordinary writings Nevertheleſs, the ſtrokes or 
draughts of them being very exact and curious, there, 
needs a conſiderable time to write them. And for 
that reafon they have contrived a fourth kind of wri- 
ting, ,the ſtrokes whereof being more joyned, and 
leſs diſtinguifhe one from another, facilicate the wri- 
ting'faſter ; for that reaſon they are called vo/able Ltt- 
zers : Theſe three laſt Characters do much reſemble 
one another, and do anſwer to our Capital Letters, to 
the printed Letrers, and ordinary Writing. | 

Inftead of a Pen they uſe a Pencil held in the 
hand, not obliquely, as our Painters, but dire&ly, as 
if the Paper were to be prickt, The Chineſes always 
write” frotti top'to bottom, and begin their firſt Let- 
ter where” ours ends ; fo that to read their Books,the 
laſt page mult firſt be fonghe for, which'with them is 
the beginning : Their Paper being very' thin, and 
almoſt cranſparent, they are fain to double it, for fear 
leaft the/Eercers do run one into another when they 
write on the backſide :* But theſe doubled Leaves are 
fo even, that one can hardly” perceive it. / 

- To write a bad Hand; was never ih China, as for- 
merly in France, a ſign of Nobility ; every Body 15 
ambitious; to write fair ; and betore bas” _ 
> etna © | . 1gare 
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Blefling ; and it is more than probable, that if it had 
not been for the Afliſtance from above, the Miffio. |! 
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didate tobe admitted to the firſt degree of Learning, 
be muſt give a Specimen of his fair Hand. A Letter 


411 cut in a Compoſition, in a Work, in a Petition, is 
' a conſiderable fault ; and becauſe one ſtroke often al- 


ters the whole Senſe, chere needs no more to make 
one, upon examination, to-loſe the Degree of Do- 
Ror, and conſequently to-ruin his Fortune. So that 
all the Mandarins write fair, and the Emperor excels 
inthat, as in all other things. | 

Printing, which is but an Art in its infancy in Z#- 
rope, hath been, from all Antiquity in uſe in China 5; 
however it is ſomething different from ours; as we 
have but few Letters, from which we can compoſe 
huge Volumes, by putting them together, few Cha- 


| raters ſuffice, becauſe thoſe that have ferved for the 
| firſt Leaf, are ſtill employed forall che others. The 


prodigeous number of China Characters hinder you 
from uſing this way, except only in ſome Reſtricti- 
ons that concern the Palace, and Title pages, into 
which few Letters can come in; On all other occa- 
ſions,” they find it morecaſie to Engrave their Let- 
upon Wooden Boards, and the Charge is much 
els. 

This isthe way they go to work, He who intends 
to print a Book, gets it fair written over by a Maſter 
Scribe, the Engraver glews each Leafupon an even 
{ſmooth Table,and then theDraughts with tkeGraving 
Tool are done ſo exactly,that theCharadters havea per- 
fe& reſemblance with the Original ; ſo that the Im- 


| noma i5 good or bad, according as a geod or bad 


ribe hath been employed ; this Skill of the Gravers 
so great, that onecannot diſtinguiſh that which is 
imprinted,from what was written by the Hand, when 
they have made uſe of the ſame Paper and Ink. 

It muſt be confeſt that this ſore of Printing is ſome- 
what incommodious, inaſmuch as the Boards muſt 
be multiplied as much as the Leaves, fothat an indiffe- 
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rent big Chamber will not ſuffice to contain all the 
little Tables, that ſerved for the Impreflion of a large 
Volume; yet when the engraving is finiſht,one is not 
obliged at the ſame time to draw off all the Copies , 
by running a venture of not ſelling above half, and 
ruin his Eſtate by a needleſs Charge. The Chineſe 
print theirLeaves according as they put them off ; and 
the Wooden Plates, which they eaſily run overagain, 
after they have drawn off Two or Three hundred 
Copies, ſerve for many other different Impreflions, 
' Beſides that, they have no occaſion for a CorreQor 
of the Preſs; for provided that the Leaf be exactly 
written, it is very rare that the Engraver makes any 
Faules, which is none of the leaſt Advantages. 
The Paper of China ſeems fo fine, that they ima- 
gined in France that it was of Silk, or- Cotton ; but 
Cotton is not fo proper for that purpoſe as Peopk 
imagine; and the Artificers have aſſured me, that 
the little threads of Silk cannot be beat ſmall enough 
to compole an uniform Paſte, ſuch as is requiſite for 
the Leaves. All the China Paper is made of the Bark, 
_ or inward Rhind of Bambou ; it is a Tree, more e- 
ven, thicker, ftraiter, and ſtronger than the Elder ; 
They throw away the firſt Rhind, as too hard and 
thick ; the undermoſt,as being whiter,fofter, pound- 
ed with fair Water, ſerves for the Matter whereof 
they compoſe Paper,which they take up with Frames 
or Moulds,as long and broad as they think fit, as we 
do here: There are Leaves' of ten and twelve foot 
long ; and the Paper of the Leaves is as white, - aild 
much more even and ſmoother than ours. 
Inſtead of Glew, they paſs Alom upon it, which 
does not only hinder it from ſinking, but renders it 
allo ſo ſhining, that.ic appears as waſht over with 
Silyer, or impregnate with Verniſh : It is extream 
{mooth under the Pen, but eſpecially under the Pen- 
cl, that requires an even Ground ; for if it bg rugged 
hear oY 


Lo os » 


nn ww a 3 NRX2_ 3 _ ew "TT IM 


CD ww ww 1 twwwse 


— 


n 


fa 


I. mm 3 a wnukwyu ma OY phil w CT SS BE 


al] 


— 


and Morality of the Chinefe. ' 187 In 


. and knotty,likeour Paper, the lictle chreads ſeparate, 
_ and the Letters are never well terminated, 


Yet forall that the Ch;za Paper is not laſting, it 
is ſubje& to fret ; aty Moiſture or Dult fticks-to it ; 
and by reafon .of its being made of the Bark of a 
Tree, Worms infallibly breed in it, if care be not ta” 
ken to beat the Books now and then,and expoſe theta 
to the Sun. So that they cannot preſerve in China, 
as we doin Europe, ancient Manuicripts ; and they 


- continually renew the Libraries, which are therefore 


only ancient, becauſe chey conſiſt - of Authentick 
Copies of Ancient Originals. | 

Since I have told your Grace all things that con- 
cern the Books and Printings of China, IT hope you 
will not take it amiſs, if I ſpeak a word or two con- 
cerning the particular quality of their Ink : It is moſt 
excellent; and they have hitherto vainly tried in 
France to imitate it 5 that of Nankim is moſt ſet by : 
And there be Sticks made of itfo very curious, and 
of ſuch a ſweet Scent, that one would be tempted to 
keep ſome of them tho' they ſhould be of no uſe at 


I ſay Sticks of Ink, for it is not a Liquorlike 
ours ; it is ſolid, and reſembles our Mineral Colours, 
tho' lighter by far : They make it into all Figures; 
the more uſual are four-fquare, but not fo broad as 


long ; about half an Inch thick. There are ſome of 


them gilded wich Figures of Dragons, Birds,and Flow- 

ers ; they contrive for that purpoſe pretty Moulds of 

Wood fo curiouſly wrought, that one would have 

"Ig ado to make any thing more compleat upon 
, no 


When one has a mind to write,they have a little po- 
_ liſt Marble upon the Table,made hollow .at the end , 


proper to hold water; they infuſe one end of the ſtick 
therein, which they rub gently *upon the ſmooth 
part of the Marble ; and in a moment, according as 

: they 


black, wherein 'they dip-the point of the Pencil to 
write with. This Ink is ſhining,extream black, and 
alcho* it ſinks when the Paper is fo fine, yet does it 
never extend- further than the Pencil, ſo that the 
Letters are exactly terminated, how groſs ſoever the 
{trokes be. | | - 


It hath moreover another quality, that makes it | 


admirable good for deſigning, that is, it admits of 


all the Diminutiops one can give it; and there are - 


many things that cannot be repreſented to the Life 
without ufing this Colour. In a word, it is not {9 
difficule.to be made as People imagine ; altho”® the 
Chineſe uſe Lamp-black, drawn from divers Mat- 
ters yet the beft is madz of Hogs greaſe burne in a 
Lampt : They mix a fort of Oil with it,to make it 
ſweeter, and pleaſant Odvuurs to fupprefs the iII ſmell 
of the Greaſe and Oil. Afﬀeer having reduced it to a 
Conſiftence, they make of the Paſte little Lozenges, 
which they caſt in a Mould ; it is at firſt very heavy, 
but when it is very hard, it is not fo weighty by half, 


and that which they give for a Pound, weighs not a- | 


bove eight or ten Ounces. 

The binding of Books in China is likewiſe very 
pretty and curious, tho? it comes much ſhort of ours, 
They don't gild upon the Edges, nor ſo much as co- 
lour them. The ordinary Books are covered with'a 
grey Paſtboard, handſom enough. They bind others 
according as they pleaſe; in a fine Sattin, or a kind 
of flowered Taffity, that is very cheap, and is com 
monly made on purpoſe for this uſe. I have ſeen 
ſome covered with rich Silk, flowered with Gold and 


Silver ; the Form is always the ſame, but they are 


at coſt, according to the Matter. they are willing to 
employ. I ſhould never have preſumed, My Lordg0 
take the liberty .to ſet down' 'all theſe minute Cir- 


cumſtances, if I were not perſwaded, that alittle 
| EN Account 
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they rub, there is produced a Liquor, more or leſs. 
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Account is not always diſagreable to Learned Men; 
who;Jdike you, are acquainted before hand with 
che moſt eſſential Matters. But TI now preſent you 
with:ſomething more ſolid, which, without doubc, 
you may have read; but add ic in this place brief - 
ly, only to refreſh your memory. | 
- The firſt Hiſtory chat was in the World, was, 
without..all Controverſie the Book of Genef;s ; but it 
muſt; be granted, that of all the Books that have 
ace <uinnge, thoſe of Cha are the firſt 
thathave been publiſhed : They name them by way 
of Excellence, The five Volumes ; and the Chineſe hold 
nothing moreSacred than theDodrine therein taught. 
It.isabouc. Four thouſand” three hundred years fince 
the Emperour Jamtz,alter he had invented; the Cha- 
racers, compoled Treaties of Aſtronomy, Arithme- 
tick, and Medicine. - ; | 
| Near.upon Three hundred years after,” they made 
a .Colleftion of all the Ordinances, and writ the Hi- 
ſtory, of King Yao, a Prince recommendable for his 
 Piety, -Prudence, and the mighty Care he took to 
tabliſh a Model of Government in the State. Char. 
and Jw his Succeſſors, were no leſs" famous ; they re- 
gulated che Ceremonies of the Sacrifice, that they 
| were bound to offer to the Supream Maſter of Hea- 
ven, .and to the inferiout Spirits that preſided over 
Rivers. and Mountains; they divided the Empire in- 
to.Provinces ; they fixc their. different Situation with 
elpet to the Conſtellarions of Heaven; they regu- 
ed. che Taxes that the People were to pay ; they 


r. theſe chree Emperors have 
erity, hath been always con- 


pme things ever eſcape the - 
notice 
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notice of the firſt Laws: the Emperors who reigned 
_ -a Thouſand ſeven'hundred ſeventy fix yearsbefore 
our - Saviour; upon mature deliberation, and by the 
prudent Counſel and Advice of their Miniſters, 
thought chemſelves obliged to make an Addition of 
new ones. -'Ttigy report that Caotſon, a Prince; in 
whom Piety and Zeal 'in Religion, did'infitijtely 
inhance, the- Noble qualities' he had received froth 
Nature, ſaw-in a Dream the Figure ofa Mar coming 
from Heaven. After he' awoke, the Image remained 
lively engraven upon his Mind, that he cauſed 
him to be ſought” for,” and found him at length” a- 
mongſt the Maſons. So ſoon as this Mana ply 
himſelf to the Government, he ſeemed to = f- 
' ſpired, and made ſeveral beneficial Regulations,” that 
perfected the ancient Ordinances, which were agait 

augmented under ſucceeding Reigns ; inſomuchthi 
being. all colleted together, there was a Book 
compoſed” -of them which the 


% * 
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* The firſt Book Chineſe call * Chu-kim, which +- 


called Chu-bim. mongſt them is of as Brea oy | 

| thority, in reference to the Po- 

litick State, as Moſes and the Prophets are amongſt 
the Jews, as to what concerns the Worſhip of God, 
and Form of Religion. --/. - +> to oli 
The Second Book, which-the Chineſe reverence: tor 
its Antiquity, is a long Continuation and Series. of 
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found in them: very ridicyh 
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H vi, Founder of the eaten. comple before 
c ee Poems of this Nature, ac . Were:p 
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them to 2 wrong-ule, and make them lay 
FER Pleaſe 3; they are to them an inexhay- 
| WY Fountain of Fables and prlimera's , which 
$7 op A, of, Gi 58. t he. Ts: * to _ 


Wy "" | 
'&f 7 "The Fourth 
he T Fourh contains the Hi": Sande te. 
Io {everal Princes, their Ver- 4 
. Vices, and Maxims of the Goyernmeng, that | 
| collected by G4 and Commented 
by his Diſciples. 
an i” | Fifth treats of Cuſto 
and Ceremonies. . There i is man: IThe Fifth L-ke. 


C 508 at ons of ns uegt, (IR War;-of 
Fs Hong, and of a thouſand ather things that 
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Rule of Pech ing, Thers he treats of the 
Freat ref Mediocrity,, Vertues and 
Vicwofdhs TE TIIG andof commonDuties. 


be Name gy an is nat ſo much the 
Wekot of Confucus, as of Mencixs his Diſciple, whole ' 
Life was ook ar wr that of his Mg Lov vine 


of Oboe of Es areraſcribed to Conf, Confuci 
You haveſome which Di courſe;of Medicine, A 
culture, Plants, of the Military:Art, of Arts Liberal 
and Meehanick, of particular Hiſtories, Aſtronogy 
Phyloſophy, and a great,many other, Parts of Maths 
maticks. In ſhort, they havetheir Romances, Come: 
of Ie and what I Lure in he ſaotoank, an Kara | 96 
O 


ag diminiſh, and poles wow. Cs a L nc 
ieneceſſary to inveigle the Peoplezand (well their Re 
Venucs. | ve 
Of all' theſe, Books they, have compiled numer 
Libraries,,.. 6 whereof Lag "Tommy of 0m 
Forty thouſand Volumes ; | but all theſe brave Works 
that Antiquity.took ſo much. pains to bring forth, 
- which private Perſons had afed with ſo vaſt Ex- 
pences, were well-nigh all deſtroyed by the Tyrah- 
nical Order of ane Emperor. [Three hundred years 
or chereabours,  after;the death, of. Conficime,.. that! 
tofay, Two hundred. years before the birch of our dayl 
our, the Emperor Chibramti,” illytrious by his Valour 
2nd Military, Science, of which he was Maſter bengod 
all his Predeceliors; and fill:more. famous for, .the 


prodigious Wali.he caulgd. to be buile, to Ay 
Ertl” 
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Territories fromthe Trruptiots of the Tarrars,reſolved 
40extirpate all Sciences; and nor ſatisfied wich ppttiny 
great number of Doctors todeath ie dr hisSub- 
jects upon pain of death,to fer fire on' MP the Books ja 
the Empire, except thoſe that treat&@bf "Agriculture, 
Medicine; and Sorcery. '* _"—_ oY 
This Conflagration, the moſt retnarkable that ever 
the Repiiblick of Letters fiiffered, had like to haveut- 
rerfy/riinedthe Empire, and would in time have turn- 
e4&the moſt polite and'accompliſhed State, into the 
moft barbarous and ignorant Kingdom in the World, 
fafeer the Tyrant's death, the Love of Sciences, that 
begairto revive in all Men's breaſts, had not in ſome 
nieaſfure repaired this loſs. 
51The old Men, who according to Cuſtom had, du- 
ring their youth; learn'd almoſt all theſe Books by 
teare,” received order fo write them fzichfally, over : 
They- found ſome of them in the Tombs, that the 
moft zealous had concealed, ro which they gave a 
ReſurreQtion, by publiſhing chem in another Edition. 
= po them they fetched from the Graves, and 
Holes of Walls, that indeed ſuffered great Damage 
_ by Moiſture and Worms, however very ſerviceable to 
thoſe who laboured afcer their Reſtauration, for what 
| Was defaced in ſome was entice in others, 
*KAL this care did notkeep the new Edition from de- 
As; there remain in fome places ſeveral Breaks ; 
| «ndthere hath been inſerted into others, ſome Pieces 
by che by, that were notin the Originals. The Chj- 
Fe > emfelves take notice of theſe Faults, and of fome 
&hets bf leſs moment ; but chey are ſo Superſticious 
in preſerving what was handed down to them from 


| Aogpiey, chat chey even pay Reyerence to its faults. 

| "Efightd not, Mo Lord afford you a Light diffuſive 
<noiigh into the Chineſe Ticerature, Thould I nor ſpeak 

mor e partictlarly of 'Confacixs, who makes the princi- + 
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their Do&ripe ;. he1is their Philoſopher, their Law- 


s 


giver, Tels Drag aneh ghee he was never King, 
DNe may neverthe þþs avouc 


6 


O lels a ; that dJurizfg his Lite, he 
ener a goa ar of China, and that he hath had 

$5 bus Heath g grparer ſhare than any one inthe Ad- 
miniſtration of the Afairs of State, by the Maxims 
that he hath Proculgated, and the fair Examples 
that he hath exhibited ; fo that be is ſtill the Model 
of all honeſt Men : his Life hath been writ by {eve- 
ral Perfons : I ſhall repore what chey commonly fay 


if. Le" Len tt 
© "Confucius, whom the. Chineſe name Conm-tſe, was 
born in the Provinceof Quamtum, the Thirty ſeventh 
year of the Reign of the Emperor Kim, Four hnn- 
 dred fourſcore and three years before the Incarnation 
of ogr Saviour ; the death of his Father that prece- 
ded his Birth, made-them call him Teeſe, which fig- 
nifies Child of Sorrow ; he derived his Pedigree from 
Tiny, I wenty ſeventh Emperor of the Second Race: 
How illuſtrious ſvever chis Family might be by a lan 
Series of Kings, it became much moreſo by the Ch 
of this great Man: Heeclipſed all his Anceſtors, by 
he gave his Poſterity a luſtre that {till continues alter 
more than Two thouſand years. Chine acknowledge 
no true Nobility but in this Family, mightily reſpe&s 
ed by Sovereigns, who have derived from thence (as 
from the.Source) the Laws of Perfte& Government, 
and no leſs beloved by the People, to whoſe Happr 


: 


neſs he hath ſo ſucceſsfully concributed, 
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Confucizs did not proceed by the ordinary degres 
of Childhcod, he ſeemed Rational a great deaHoone 
than other Men ; jor he took delight in nothiog th 
other Children are fond of: Playing, going abroad, 
Amuſements proper to his. Age, did not at all concen 
him ; he had.a grave, a. go Deportment, that 
Rained bim relpe&, and. was-'at that very time, a 
Preſagz of what qae. day he was like $0 be: ger. 
- | we” whic 
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which diſtinguitheth'him the moſt, was his Exempla- 
yy and Unbiaſſed Piety. He honoured his Relations; 

b endeavoured in all things to imitate his Grand- 
father, who lived then in Chino, reſpe&ed and admi- 
7&9 by all for his 'exemplary Sandtity :' And it was 
obſervable that he never eac any thing but he proftra- 
red Himfelf upon the Ground, and offered it to the 
bBreath Lord of Heiveh. | 
©" When he was a Child, hearing his Grandfather 
ſ&tcK'a deep Sigh, he came up to him, and when he 
had faluted him, bowing ſeveral times to the very 
fround, "May 1 be fo bold, ſays he, without injuring the 
RICE 1 owe you,” to ack you the occaſſion of your Grief ? 
Perbaps you are afraid that your Poſterity may negle&# the 
re of Vertue,aud may diſhonour you by theirVice.What put 
this Thoyght into your Head? lays Coum-tſe to him, and 
Where bave you learnt to ſptak after this manner ? From 
Jour {elf replyed Confucius ; 1 attentively bear you every 
Theme Jou ſpeak, and T have often heard you ſay, that a Son, 
Who by bis manner of living does not keep up to the Reputa- 
Hop # bis Anceſtors, degenerates from them, and does not 
Geſerwe to bear their Name. When you ſpoke after that 
* Wanner, did not you think of me? and might not that be 
Th rbing that troubles you? This good old Man was 
4 yerjoy dat this Diſcourſe, and afterthat ſeemed not 
t# be diſquieted. Ny 
"" Confucixs, after his Frandfather*s Death, wasa con- 
fant adherer to Tcem-/e, a famous Dodtor of thoſe 
_ times; and under the Conduct of fo great a Maſter, 
Ve became in a ſhort time a mighty Proficient in 
the Knowledge of Antiquity, which he lookt upon, 
ren” then, as the moſt perfe& Model. This Love 
Tor the Ancients had like one Day to have coſt him 
Tis Life, tho' he was then but Sixteen Years of Age : 
For difcourſing wich a Perſon of the higheſt Quality, \ 
whoTpoke of the Obſcaricy and 'Unproficableneſs of 
the Chineſe Books, this Child read him ſomewhat coo 
” oy ſeyers 
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eight not' to be underſtbol/ 
4 nndergales them, 
could *y 6 co 


the King, who bad notice of ir it, { xn him ordirth 
withdraw. 2 

When Confucius was a little more advanced;in 
Years, he made a Colle&ion of the moſt excellent. 
Maxims ofthe Ancients, which he inrended to fol- 
low; and inſpire into the People. Each Proving 
was at-that time a diſtin& Kingdom, which:a Prines 
in Subje&tion to the Emperor, govern'd by particular 
Laws: | levied Taxes, diſpoſed of all Places of Trufh 
and made Peace as he-judged expedient. Theſeipet- 
ty Kings 12d ſometimes Differences among them ; the: 
Emper-r himſelf ſtood in is of them ; and had not, 
always Antharicy enough nl himſelf "— 
by-6 chem. , | 
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-.C unſucius being pefſwaded that the People would 
hever be happy, ſo long as Intereſt, Ambition, and 
Falſe Policy thould reign in all theſe Petty Courts; rg- 
ſolved topreach up a ſeyere Morality,” to, prevail u 


oni*Men to contemin Riches and rldly Pleafurs | 


anteſteem Temperance, \Juſtice,” iid ther. Vercues ; 
to in Ire them with Grandeur ant* Mag 
#painſt allthe Temptations of this Life, a Sin- 
incapable of che leaſt Diſgniſe, even in reſpe& 
of che" Breateſt Princes ; in fine, to teach them a 


kind of Life that fhould*oppoſe this” "Paflions, and 


ſhould inticely cultivate Realoh and Vertue. _ 
 _ That which 4$*moſt to be admired'is, That he 
preached more by his Example, than by his Words ; 
{F:that he*every where reapt very conliderable Fruic 
of his T:abours, | "Kings were governed by his Coun; 
(es; 'the People revetenced him as a Saint ; every bq- 
af commended him,” ” and even thoſe who could not 
de brotiphe to imitate” his Actigns, did nevertheleſs 
admire cthetn': but ſometimes he took upon him ſuch 
1X Severity, © as his greateſt Friends and Admirers could 


never comply with. 
; yi choſdn to fill a conſiderable Place of Truſt in 
fe'Kingdom of Liz, in leſs than Three Months time, 
alter he exerciſed the Charge, he introduced ſuch a 
ptodigious Change, that the Court and Provinces 
were quite another thing than they were before. The 
neighbouring Princes began to be jealops ; they per- 
G&ived that a King ruled by a Man of this Character, 
would quickly render himſelf roo powerful, ſince no- 
inp is tfiore conducive to make a State flouriſh than 


Otder,and an exa& Obſervance of Laws. TheKing of 


Te-aflembled his Miniſters, and propounded to them 
at'Expedient to put a top; to the Cariere of this new 
Government : After a lohg Deliberation, this was the 
Expedient they bethought themſelves of. 

Sack choſs a | great CONE of young Nang: 
hand- 


_ 


gnanimity 
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handſome;"Welt educated, and perfealy well inftrus 
Red in whatſoever 'mighcpleaſe; ' Then, under pre- 
rence ofi-an' Ermbaſſy, chey preſented them to the 
King of-Þo4,and tothe principal Officers of his Coutt; 
che Preſent was *joyfally accepted, and obtajatd'its 
defired Effe&; "They thoughe of nothing but” of di- 
vertiſing the fairStrangers; for ſeveral Monhchy toge- 
ther there 'was nothing bit'Feaſting, Dancing, and 
Comedies, and Pleafare was the "whole Buſineſs of 

*\Corfucius perceiving that 'thePablick Afﬀairs would 
ſuffer by it, endeavoured to bring Men to themſelves 
again 5 but this new kind of Life had fo charmed 
them, that all his Endeavours proved age > 
there was no remedy, the Severity .of the Philbſo- 
pher, whether he would or no;” maſt give place'to 
the Gallantry and Irregularities of Courtiers. So thit 
he thooght it di& not ſtand" with his Reputation't 
remain atiy longer in a Place where Reaſon was not 
liſned to, and fo he reſigried up his "place to the 


Prince; and ſought other Kingdoms more inclinable 
GY 


to follow his Maxims, a" ag jo 
Bur he mer with great Obſtacles, and run from 
Province to- Province almoſt, without reaping] an) 
Advantage? ; becuuſe the Politicians dreaded him, atit 
the Miniſters of Princes had ti6 mind to have a'Comt- 
petiter, who-was able to Teſſen their Authority, < 
. deprive them of their Credit. So that forſaken b; 
ail the World, he was ofcen times redaced to utmbll 
Excremity, in danger of being ſtarved, or to loſe” 
Life by the 'Confpiracy of mifchievons Men. Never 
thilefs, all theſ& Difgraces di@&#ot movehint; anEhe 
wotid often ſ:y,That rhe-CanſeÞ: defended was too good 
to apprehend any evil Coriftquentes from it ; that therew® 
wor. that "Man fo powerful, hit could burt bim'; and thi 
when a Man is tlewied'to Heaven by @ ſincere De eff 
Perfection, be is fo far from fearing a Tempeſt, that go 
4 as ap 
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mot fo much as hear: the Nov(e im. this lower World. 
_ - $0 that he. was never. weary. of. inſtructing thoſe 
who loved Vertue, Amongit a great Company-of 
Diſciples that pur themſelves: under his Tuition; he 
employed lome to write a fair Hand,. others apply'd 
themſelves to argue exactly, and todeliver themſelves 
eloquently in Publick. He would have others itudy 
to frame.to themlc]ves a-true Idea of a good Govern- 
ment : But he caunſelled thoſe for whom hechad a 
more particular Kindneſs to govera themſelves well, 
to cultivate their Mind by Meditation,.-and to puri- 
fy their. Hearts. by Vertue. Fe. 
Hainane Natare, would he ofren ſay, came from 
 Heawen #0 11 moſt pure and perfef, in proceſs of time, Ip» 
norance,: the Paſſions and , evil Examples hawye corrupied 
it; all. conſiſts vn the-ye-inſtating it, and \giving it its 
primitive Beauty : and that we may be perfet, we muſf 
teraſcend to that point from whence we have deſcended, O- 
bey Heaven, and follow all the Orders of bim who governs 
it,', Love :your Neighbour as your ſelf ; never ſuffer your 
dewſes to be the Rule of your Conduct, but hearken to Rea- 
ſonin all things : It will inſtruc you to think well, to ſpeak 
fmt and to perform all your Attions bolily. He ſent 
ix. hundred of his Diſciples into different Places of 
the Empige,” to reform the Manners of the People; 
md-not fatisfied-to benefit his own Country, he often 
wok 2 Reſolation to paſs the Seas, and extend his Do- - 
Arine to the. Excremity of the Univerſe. "There is 
Race atiy thing can be added either to his Zeal, or to 
bePuricy of his Morality, they were ſo Superlative. 
ethinks. he ſomecimes;{peaks like a DoRor-of the 
New. Law, rather thanlike a Man that was broughe 
up4n the Corruption ofthe Law of Nature: and that 
which -perſwades me that-Hypocriſy had no ſhare in 
what he ſaid, is, That his AQivgs nevec-bely'd his 
Maxims. In fine, his Gravity-and Mildneſs in the 
Uk of the World, his:rigorous Abſtinence, (for - 


: F i FIT bg M7 Pr A Gs 6 oa LEY Tt 1 3 BOOTY WAP. 6 RD OPENS,” LE il 5 Wa bd hs. "mY Bake 
a 
3.» 4 FI L1 
# my ”. 
4 : g al : *]" 
P -4 FO ” , 
- - MF. b } p 


Agcention fand;; Wacchfulnefs over his Actions, and 
then, (which werfind not amongit the Iages of -An- 
tiquity); his: Humity' and Modeſty would: make a 


Man apt to judge chat he was-not'a meer Philoſopher | 
formed by;Reaton; bur a, Man inſpired by-God for f 


ths Reformation.of this New Wogld. ©: | 
i 1i\Ehe: Chineſe 'reporty (that: he (bad ifrequently ' this 
Saying.in his Mouthy :{t i--#2 the: WefÞ where the True 
Se,5. found coifund; this Searence was ſo imprinted 
wponthe Spirit of/the Learned, that Sixty Five Years 
__afres the Birth; of our: Saviour, the 'Emperor Mint: 
Zouched with theſe Words, and determined by'the 
' Image of a\Man that appeared-to-him-in- a Dreath 
coming from the /e#, ſenrAmbaſſadors that way, 
with ſtric> Order-co- continue _their»Journey till th 
Hov!d meet the Saint whom»Heaven had nd 
Sim with, 2:.; FIN | {; /1aY1g, 2768, 
-z: It was nwekyabout the ſame time thats St, Thimiys 
preached the Chriſtian. Faich in'the Indies 50 'nowH 
theft Mandarins bad followed: this Orders, peradvet- 
care China; might hive received: benefic from "the 
Preachingþf: this: Apoſtle. But the Danger ofithe 


Sea, that theyufeared} (made: chem Hop at the firſt 


Hand, whereathey. found the Idol Fo, or' Foo} -whis 
had corruptedithe Indies ſeveral Years before with lil 
 daminable No&rine: They learnt theSuperſtitions of 
the Country, and attheir return propagated {dolatty 
and: Atheilm:in all the-Empire.- 1 7 ow 4 1057 
-; Confcie;lived ſecretly Three Years; ' but (ſpent! the 
litzer-end-of his Days:n Sorrow; in ſeeing the With? 
dnefs that reigned amongſtthb People. :: He has beaw 
often heard rafay;. Tb: dfmentain ts fallen,” and tri bigh 
ee &9ifice/was defrozehgite: denote: that the granid'Sy- 
| lem of Perfection, thathehadere&ed with fo rifach 

Gare in all:the Realms, was.as good as oyerthrov 


paſt for. che ſoberelt Man of the: Empire) his Con þ 
t6ipptofche good thingsofithe World, that continual = 
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Kings, ſaid he, one-day during his laſt Sickneſs, do 
not follow my Maxim; -1 do 'no good inthe World avbere- 
fore it is time I ſhould depart out of ir.' ' At that very 
Moment he fell into a Lethargy, thaticontinued Se- 
ven-days, at the end of which/hegave'up the Ghoſt 
in'the Embraces of his-Diſciples. me 
He was Lamented/ by the whole Empire, tha 
from that very time-hononred him as//a'Saint,* and 
influenced Poſterity with a' Veneration of himywhich _ 
in all probability willnever have an #hd/but withthe 
World. Kings have:built -Palacesfor him afrer his 
death inall the Provinces, whether the Learnedat 
certain; times go to pay him'Honours. © There-are 
to: be ſeen in ſeveral places, theſe Tirles'of Honour 
\wiie'in Jarge Characters, To the great Maſter. Toshe 
head Door. Tothe Saint. To him whotaught Emperors 
and Kings. However,: which is very — 
the Chineſe did never Deifie him; «they, I ſay, wha 
have given the quality of God, or as they ſpeaſt; the 
quality of pure Spirits to. many Mandarins, much in- 
' #Rrjorico him : as if Heaven, that. had given: bim 
Birth for the Reformation of Manners;was unwilling 
that ach a well-ordered Life, ſhould; after his death, 
adminiſtey occaſion of Superſtition-and Idolatry. - 
1;They preſerve to this day in China: Mimicks that 
preſent him to the Life, andipretcy; well agree-with 
_ what Hiſtory hath lefe us concerning/him, He wes 
no handſom:;Man ; he had moreover upon his:Fore- 
head a Swelling, or a kind 'of Wen, that disfigured 
him, which he made others often to take notice of 
to: humble him. 'Qtherwiſe , - his Stature-was- ſo 
omely- and proportionable, his: Behaviour ſo-gravs, 
bis-Voice ſo ſtrong andfhrill,  thac if: he ſpoke with 
never.{olictle warmthy:-onecould not-.chooſe but be 
- aMected,agd hear him with/reſpet. Buc the Maxims 
of Morality: he hath-ſcattered+here and there in his 
Works ;- or which his-Diſciples took care to collelh, 
pj raw 
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draw a me more livel rely ind Advantageous Pour- 
erajeuro»of> hi Sort: e would need an Entire 
Volume to relate. them all. I have taken the few 


following'vut ®bf 'x compoſed by one of. the 
principle” Manta of the Vibes who Ralg's at 
rep anrey in Pekiy. ct & 

"Maxim I. | 


> Beaurp m not to be defffed by &,w 

mſufir ford ſe the Kingof 3: Fea found 
a Fivoutite who was mighty. beayy 

| K hefaw him come in, ſaid to 

C ne if th Cammrenance could be changed, 

1h hf Bot you all the Beauty of this young Caur 

, anfivered che Philoſopher, that 5s not. the thi 

Faviſh.; ; th#twterior form of a Man is 0 little uſe.to. 


Aa” 


Publick GooliWhat do you deſire '9 fa d the Prince-?./ 
defve, My Lol, fays he, in all the . Members of the Em: 


that juſt Synietty that makes up the Beauty, of the 
nc m7; wa xp mo beep thiBudy 'of the [98 poo Dilwis 
MIC 2 1 72 TORS - Maxim I 
A Man mu#t keep within Rank " be means to be 
\ SO (oo whe Andeifioed chat fils Mother Gb 
| he came into his Country to pay, his laſt Devoirsto 
her;he wept fot her bigerty, and ſpent three days with- 
out eatin Ys ; which ; perhaps too much, yet aPhj- 
"OS ery chought it nat enough; 
ofthe. As for me, I have been ſeven dj 
without taking Suffthance, wpon the death of my Relations 
and you, who are Grandſon fo. a [aint om »yhom all tl 


World caſts theirEyes to ſee bow yay will EW, Gr, oF 
have ſatisfied your ſe e gays Abſfinen 
- a { bites befiees oj] 
cients to river nfiſereer, and fir up t 
obedient to the Laws, if ape would | 
if Fallen mean, Set”, dorm <0 

you hoy pot ſtray out of it, ren A es 

wy not 1) exe ſ7 a ; FDat Perfelflon +6 ts Timits. 


Max: 
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'A Tan ought to chavge often, if be would-be conſtant mn 
y Wiſdom. - 2 6. y yds,- A gf 1,7 
A Petfon of Quality faid ape day to Confucius, Your 


- Maxim IV. 5.5 oy 
The” NWhility are not always the greateſt. Menin the King- 


nough 


ould jou have me 


6 . ichou bei ing moved, £37 ke 
der ae Coon, Lud 4 $4 


cat Men, the great t Men chat # ay be found amongſt 


ry Fellow: = A Men who but po b ” 
rity, ays be deſerweiinot any longer fo commend Th 


we Morality of the Chineke. _ 


bf f 4 couple of Eggs, to turn off a Coptain, wy may 
Conquer you Two Rea 
Maxim VI. 


% Hanis Prive will wo grpe Speke, wor deliver by Opi- 


"The ſame King TY a Council in preſence 
of Confucins , where he fpoke of ſome Afﬀairs with 
ach a ſhew of Wit, that his Miniſters - applaude& 
im, and forchwich allowed him to be in the right, 
dcomply'd ys? of ak wichout more _ Ae the 
iole tN King to Conſucixs ; What's your Fudgment 
of the Gourſe we have taken in our r Lf Deliberation? Sir, 
ays the. Philolopher, 1 do nor percerve rhat they have yet 
| p oke with @ great deal of Wit ; your Mi- 
if ers uery deferous to pleaſe you, bave ve faithfully repeated the 
| Diſcounſe 5 they have told your and not their own's 
and when | you edjerncs. the Aloms mbly, I fil expected the 
eg 19197 the Council. 
| e days after theſame King asked him his Advice 
concerning the preſent-Government. .. He anſwered 
him ; No body ſpeaks ill of it, That s mydefire, lays 
the King, And that, Sir, u what you ought not to de 
re, reply'd Confucius : When @ ſick: Perſon is forced to be 
ud with Pattering promiſes of perfe# Health, he u not far 
row death : a Man #« bound to diſcover to the Prince the 
/ #5 of the Mind, with the ſame Liberty Men doſcover to 
be Phyſician rhe maladies of the Body. 
- ops Maxim VII. - 
The iſe Man goes forward apace, becauſe the right way 
7 8 always the ſhorteſt 5 on the comrary, the crafty Pols- 
+ diciax arrives later at bis end, becasſe be walks in By- 
i W4xs. and crooked Paths. 
«The King. of Owe; confeſſed to. Confucius , That 
there was nothing ſo fine as Wiſdom ; but the diffi- 
eulty. of. acquiring ic, diſcouraged the moſt Reſolute, 
and diverted the beſt difpoſed Minds. As for my part, 
ded he, I have uſed endugonrs, _> all in vain; 1 am 


reſolved: 
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reſolwrd to torment my ſelf no longer about it, and a ſmall 
parcel of Policy will ſupply the defe& of that Wiſdom that 
2s neceſſary to good Governing. Sir, anſwered Confucius, 
tis tras, Wiſdom 3s feated on @ lofty place, but the road to 
3f z not ſo difficult as. People imagine, it grows plainer and 
plainer, according &s Jougo 01 ; and once get at it,one can- 
not go back without running great danger to fall down the 
Precipice ;-in ſuch a ſort, that a wiſe Man cannot ceaſe be- 
2np_ ſo, without doing violence to himfelf_ in ſome reſpe#, 
 .; But do you think that @ Prince hath no trouble when he 
marches in the indiret Paths of an artificial and knaviſh 
Policy? . All thefe \ Refinements and ſubrilties perplex the 
Spirit - And bow ſhall one diſengage ones ſelf ? None enter 
into @ Mdaze without danger, fince you often looſe your way 
there ; and if you chance to get ont, it # after a great man 
wandrings, and errors, and diſquiets of mind. Take you 
which way you pleaſe; as for me, Sir, Iam perſwaded 
#hat in a popular Government, ſolid and conftkant Veriue 
goes forther than the moſt ſubtle and refined Policy. 
INES Maxim VIII. 
Tooſe a defere the moſt perfe# State,do not always ſearch 
\ the Perfettion of the State, but the ſweetneſs. Would 
you be fixt in the World ? fix thus in your Mind, That 
..>#0 take wp 4. new courſe of Life, is nothing elſe but to 
' paſs from one trouble to another. © 
.. A Prince being wrought upon by the Life that Cor- 
fucins lead, perceived thoſe firſt deſires of Wiſdom 
{pringing up in his Heart, that a good Education,and, 
good Examples are wontto infufe into young Perfots. 
when they have notbeen yet corrupted by che Com- I 
merce.of the World; He went tofind him ont, and 
told him, That he was reſolved to abandon all things i 
become one of hws Diſciples ; for, the truth #, there arts 
thouſand Sorrows to be undergone in that Courſe of Life, 
wherein my birth eng ageth me, whereas yours ſeems to me 
full of ſweetneſs and delight. wg 
Since 71 #he ſweetneſs you look for in my ys S 
| | be we 


on —_ 
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ſwered Confacins, 1 ſhould not adviſe you to enter upon it : 
A Man often times meets with Trouble, the more he avoids 
it, Heaven which hath inſpired me with the lowe of a 
private Life, hath been pleaſed to ſend you into the World 
fo Rule, Be a King, and do not ſeek after Peace too much, 
but rather, Tf you be not wills to. loſe your States, 
behave your ſelf gallantly againſt your Enemies; but 
fight more couragiouſly againſt your Paſlions, and a- 
ainſt being in love with a ſweet and eaſie Life,if you 
Five not a mind to deſtroy your ſelf. =" 0 
| Maxim 1X. - 
Thoſe who are diligent, and would do all, put off many 

; rhings tillthe next day. 
His own Son ſaid to him one day, I carefully apply 
py ſelf to all ſorts of Study, I omit nothing whereby to be- 
come a good Scholar, and yet I make ſmall progres. His 
'wiſe Father ſaid to him ; Omir ſomerhing, and you will 
make a great progreſs. Amongſt all thoſe that take long 
| Fourneys a foot, did you ever ſee one of them that ran ? 
In all things you muſt go orderly to work, and not deſire to 
embrace that which ts not ſuitable to your abilities, . other- 
"wiſe your Iabour will be uſeleſs. The Saints firſt of all ap- 
Fly themſelves to the moſt eaſie things 5 Succeſs gives thens 
courage and ffrength to grapple with more difficult things, 
by little and little they become perfe&, "Thoſe wholike you 
| would do all in one day, do nothing all their Life D 
| 'On the other hand, thoſe who never apply themſelves 
q br to on thing, find at the long run that they have 

K GUoNE all. 
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One oupbt not to wonder that the wiſe Man walks flower ins 
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.conThis 5s no-wonder, lays Confucius, Vertue is on high, 


True Nobility does not confiſt in Blood, but in M#R"'; we 
aretruly high and great, whenVertue prevents our grove: 

q s: ling with the reſt of Mankind. RR In of 
"Confucixs ſeeing a Man carry a Fiſh, ſighedand 
told chem who demanded the reaſon of ie ; 7hri Fiſh, 
that might bave eaſily po” its Life, hath loſt it not- 
Withſt ending, by complying with the enticing pleaſures of a 
eeceitful Bait : yet thu Fiſh has a good Plea, becauſe ſue 
bas not reaſon ; but are Men excuſeable, to looſe Vertue 
that 4s much more preciows than Life, in letting themſelves 
be eatched by the Baits that the Good"Things and V anity of 
the World preſents them with ? If we knew what we want- 
ed, we ſhould purſue other courſes to obtain it. Would you 
be rich? contemg every thing, nay, even the Contempt and 
Scorn Men caſt upon you: That Man is raiſed to a pitch 
far above others, when Calumny and Reproachss 
cannot reach him. ds 

Maxim XII. W- 


th 
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| f we were Not cut ſhort as to that Matter, for we ſho 
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© = | F 
come good Men, there paſſes.not a Day but--2ve commit con- 


 , fiderable Faults. Although every Fault be blameable, -fays 


Confucius, y0u are not ſo unbappy as youthink, in commit- 
ting many: your Life, as well as mine, is a long Fourney ; 
the way is difficult, and our Reaſon balf extint by Paſſions, 
furniſhes but little Light to guide us : What means is there 
to avoid [iumbling ſometimes in the dark ? When one gets 
up again, the fall retards our Fourney, but does nor quite 
put it off and interrupt it, It would be an Unhappimeſs for 
us, to commit no more but one, like the Wicked that fall 
but once, becauſe the firſt Precipice ſtops them ; but honeſt 
good Men that continue their walking, fall often. | 
Maxim XIII 


| No Man knows half of his own Faults : be-would bluſh to 


appear to the Eyes of others, what he appears to himſelf. 
One complained one Day, That Nature in beſtowing 
two Eyes upon Men to behold the Beauty of Bodies, had 
beſtowed wone on them that are able to ſee Minds, and dife 
cover the Secrets of Hearts : Thus Vertne and Vice, ſay theyy 
are. confounded in the World. * > 
. . Confucius laid, You and I ſhould bein a _—_— 
F127 3 
met ſecure our own Failings and Weakneſſes, we gain more 


| Z it than you are aware of ; for I maintain that the Philo- 
v; 


ber would ſuffer more to appear weak, than the wicked 
Man to. appear vicious. op 
Maxim XIV. 


Never ſpeak of your ſelf to others, neither good nor bad ; 


not good, becauſe they will not believe you 5 not evil, be- 
_ they know more already than you would have them. 
Thus he ſpoke one Day to his Dilciples,-who took 
aPride ever and anonto blame themſelves : To which 
For a Man to confeſs bus Faults, when heisreproved for” 
them, .is Modeſty. © | +: A 
To lay them open to his Friend,is Ingenuity,and Confidence. 
 To.reprove himſelf for them, is —_— 
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.. . But to.go preach them to every body, is, if-one have nat 

4 great-care, .@ Piece of Pride: ' 
By this Scantling of . Confucius his Philoſophy. yau 

may judge, My Lord, that Reaſon is of all times, and 


of all Places. Senece hach ſpoken nothing better; and | 


had I the leiſure, as Ihave a deſign to make an incire 
Colle&ion of the Maxims of our Philoſopher, perad- 
venture no requiſite would be wanting to give him a 
place amongſt our Sages of Antiquity. I with at leaſt, 
Ay Lord, that the Pourtraiture I have offered, may 
not diſpleaſe you ; were he ſtill alive at this Day, as 
much a Philoſopher as he is, I am ſure he would be 
ſenſible of the Approbation you ſhould afford him. 
Sach a Teſtimony as yours, always clear, . always ſin- 
cere, muſt needs. do a Kindneſs to the greateſt. Men. 
Perhaps hitherto in France they have not juſtly, valu- 
ed what is ſo much honoured in the Eft: butfo 
ſoon as you ſhall pleaſe to honour him with your E- 
ſteem, every. Body will be perſwaded chat Antiquity 
hath nor flattered him,and that Chima,in chooſing him 
ior a Maſter and a Doctor, hath done Juſtice to. his - 
Merit. I am witha moſt profqund reſpect, * 
| My Lord, 
Your Grace's moſt bumble, 
* and moſt obedient Servant, 


— A— 


| - L:Z'T-T£ ©: VL 
To ny Lord Phil peaux; Secretary of State. 
 » Of the particular CharaSter of the Wit and: 
-02..: 1: Taper of the CAnele. . .. . 1 
Ay Lord, WEN 
FT F in this Letter which I-hayve the Honour to write 


| to you, I confine my felf - only to treat of what 
cone 
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concerns the particular CharaQer and Genime of the 


' Chineſe, it is not becauſe I forget the Obligation I lye 
under, to give you ah exact Account of all the other 


CI 


. Things we'are acquainted with in our Voyages; yet 
|. ſuppoſed chat I could not more fitly begin to dif- 
charge His Duty, than by entertaining you at the 


firſt ſight, with that which naturally ought to be 
B- pleafant co you ; a Captain would more willingly 


| hear a Diſcourſe of Wars, and of the Bravery of the 


Tartars, and a Courtier of the Gentility of the Chi- 
nſe; but when a Man has fuch extraordinary Parts 


| & you have, and is Heir to a Family that hath al- 
| ways fignalized it ſelf by its Inſight into Sciences, and 


Penetration in the Management of the moſt impor- 
tant Aﬀairs, T was apt to believe that one could not 
treat of a Subject that can be more proper, and more 


'« delightful to you. | 


' Of all the People of the habitable: World, there is 
hot any one that does not ſtand upon his Wit and In- 
fenuity, and ofcentimes the moſt barbarous prefer 


” themſelves before the moſt Police and! accompliſhe. 
- The Inhabitants of che Cape of Good Hope, whom we 


cannot repreſent to our ſelves, but wich a kind of 
Horrour, whom we can ſcarce give our ſelves leave 
torank amongſt Men, do nevertheleſs look upon the 
Enropeans as Slaves, and upon the Hollanders as 
no other than a Company of ſtupid Fellows, not 


yerſt in the Method of Goverment. 


The People 


of Siam, whoſe Phyſiognomy is wellenough known 
in France, who have in the Indies, Souls adapted to 
their Bodies, do uſually ſay, That Heaven, in di- 
ſttibuting ics Benefics and natural Qualities, hath 
ed to the French, the Bravery and Science of 
to the Engliſh the Art of Navigation 3 to 
the Hollanders a particular knack in Trading ; to 
the Chineſe the Wildom of Well-governing, but that 
it hath given Wit to the People of Siam. Had 
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Not they intimated. it to: 1s; -perhaps we ſhould not 
have made ſuch a Refle&ion; for it isa Diſcovery 
that we owe to them. After all we muſt not wonder 
if.the Chineſe, whoterm all the Pgople of the Fu 
blind; have: referved cothemlelves the Preheminence, 
and have believed thenrelves to be, without all diſpute, YN 
the moſt intelligent Nation in the World. F 


-- There is no queſtion co be made but they are an-.; L 


ingenious People,»but methinks no Body yet. bath y 


been truly acquainted with their Characten .. To ſee "© 
. their Libraries, Univerſities, the prodigious number F- 
bf their DoRors,their Obſervatories,and the care they 
take to be exat in their Obſervations, one would he 
apt to conclude, That this Nation is not only .inge- 


nious, bue perfectly well verſt in. all forts of Sciences, 
that chey have a vaſt reach, invention, and a genie 
for every thing. Nevertheleſs, albeit for thele Four , 
thouſand years, they have allowed Recompences to 
learned and expert Men ;and tho? the Fortune of an 
infinite number of Men depends upon their good 
Parts, yet have they not had one ſingle Man,ofgreat 
Axchievements in. Speculative Science : They. bave 
diſcovered all theſe precious Mines, without troubling 


themſelves to.dig for thew .: Enjoying peaceahly:for: ; is 


ſo many Ages, the Reputation of the moſt Knowing 
Men in the World, becauſe they ſee noBody but who 
aro more Ignorant than themſelves. 

So that I ſuppoſe I may ſafely aver, without of- 
fering them any Injury, that amongſt the Qualities 
wherewich Heaven hath reſpe&ively inriched the 
People of the World, they have-not ſhewed that Spi- 
rit of Penetration and exaQtnels which is ſo neceſſary 
to thoſe who addid& chemſelves to' the ſearchof Na-+ 
ture, Nor have they that Logick which we have 
fo much improved, that Geometry that we in France - 
have brought toſuch a higtrdegree of Perfe&ion, which 
may. pak tor the Maſter-piece; of Hv one ne 
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Randing which -yeeqwill' never get: admittance in- 


_ to: their Academies and* maugre- all the Nas 


tural Pride that poſleſſes them, they will not ſtick 
to © confels, Thac as to- theſe Matters, the Europeans 


will-in all Humane-probability be'their Maſters. 


Ic! is-true a Philolophy "they have; it is likewiſe 


\. true that they lay down certain Principles for the 


F y. explaining the Compoſition of Bodies, their Propri- 


& ety, their :Effe&ts. Neither arethey altogether igno- 


F- rant in Anatomy ; nay, they grant a Circulation of 


; % the” Blood and Humours 3 but all their Notions are 


foigeneral, confuſed, and moſt an end fo falſe,thatT 


| q am-afraid in this place to ny, chem. - 


-;Their- Arithmetick is more perfe&, altho' they 
do-not' make uſe of the - Cypher, as we do, which 


' 4s notwithſtanding of great uſe. They do not 


practiſe the Rules of Arithmetick by Calculation ; 


but. they uſe an Inſtrument: compoſed of a little 
Board a Foot and an half long, croſs which cthey/ 
ſcore Ten or Twelve little parallel Lines, or Sticks , - 


'upon which are ftrung ſeveral moveable Buttons, by 
- 0g them together, or by ſeparating them one 


. (from another, they* reckon, almoſi as we do, b 


, . . y 
be ; ; 
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[Counters ; but with ſuch great dexterity and eaſineſs, 


| hat chey will keep pace with a Man, let him read a 


Book 'of Accompts never ſo faſt. At the end they 
find the Operation performed, which they have a cer- 
tain'way to prove. 

Their Geometry is very Superficial, itis reſtrained 


to .a-very few Propoſitions, and to ſome Problems of 
ky which they refolve without Elements orPrin- 


and that only by Induction. 
- "They pretend to be the Inventors of Muſick, and 


to haveheretofore carried it to its Acme of Perfection : 


Bar eicher they are miſtaken, or they have quite loſt 


1t 3 for thatthey. practice at this day is foimperfec, 


thatic doesnot ſo much as Felerve theNameof — 


\ 
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As for Aftronomy, it muſt be confeſt that never 
did People in the World addi& themſelves fo con- 
ſtantly to it This Science is beholding to them for 
abundance of Obſervations ; but the Hiſtory that re- . 
ports them-in general, hath not been careful to de- 
{cend to particulars, which would be neceſſary for 
the reaping all the benefit ſuch mighty care ſeems to 
promiſe, However, it hath not been unproficable 
to Poſterity, We have above Four hundred Ohſer- 
vations, as well ofthe Eclipſes and Comets, as Con- 
junctions, that make good theirChronology,and inay 
conduce to the perfecting of ours. | 

Altho* their Tables were imperfe&t, yet have 
they been very ſerviceable to regulate the Time; 
but after a certain continuance 'of years, their A-, 
ſtronomers were obliged to make ſome Amendments 
| therein, becauſe they did not exaatly apree with the 
Heavens cill in the beginning of this Century, they 
attained ſome Skill in our Aftronomy- The Euro- 
peans ſince have every way reformed their Kalendar, 
which Buſineſs has made them fo famous, and fo 
neceſſary in that State, that nothing hath ſo much 
contributed to ſettle Religion ih that Country, and- 
alſo to defend it in the various Circumſtances of Per- 
| ecution- it hath lain under.- | 

If China hath been deficient in excellent Mathe- 
maticians ; they have at leaſt had perfe& Aſtrolo- 
gers ; becauſe for.the well ſucceeding in judicial 
Aſtrology, it ſufficeth to be an able Deceiver, and 
to have a knack of Lying handfomly, which no 
Nation can diſpute with China, There have been 
for this many Ages cheating Mountebanks by Pro- 
feflion, who promile, by the infight they have in the _ 
Motion and Influence of the Stars, the Philoſophers 
Stone,and Immortality. They mark in the Almanack 
every year, the. good and bad daysfor Buildihg, 
Marriages, for yundertakinf Journeys and Fore , 
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and for ſuch like Actions, the Succels whereof de- 
pends more upon the Wiſdom andDiſcretionot Men, 
than upon the Influence of the Heavens. . _ | 

The Miffionaries fearing leaſt they might aſcribe 
'the Fooleries and ridiculous Superſtitions to.them , 
becauſe they make them the Authors of the Kalen- 
dar, thought themſelves obliged to make a publick 
Declaration how little hand chey have in the Mat- 
ter, they proteſted that they abſolucely condemned 
them: And the Emperor, that is not ſubje& totheſe 
Weakneſſes, 'was willing they ſhould explain them- 
ſelves, as to that buſineſs,for his particular Satisfaction. 

Medicine hath not been quite neglected and laid 
aſide ; but becauſe they wanted Phyficks, or Natural 

Philoſophy and Anatomy, the Foundation of it, they 
| ever make any great progreſs therein ; yer muſt 
it be confeſſed that they have acquired a particular 
$kill in Pulſes, that hath made them famous in the 
World, The Emperor Hoampti compoled a Trea- 
tiſs of the ſame above Four thou- 

_ land years ago *.. Ever ſince that « xt 5, jug 4292 
; time the Phy ſictans of China have years. 

lookt upon- that Science as the 

Foundation of all Medicine. 

They feel the Pulſe after ſuch a manner as would 
make 2 Man ſmile that is nor accuſtomed to it. 
Aﬀer they have apply'd their four Fingers along the 
Artery, and have preſt ſtrongly and uniiormly the 
* Patients Wriſt, they relax their Finger by degrees, 
till the Blood that was ſtopt by the prefling, hath 
retaken its: uſual Courſe; then, a momenc after , 
they begin again to preſs the Arm cloſe, which they 
continue a conſiderable time ; after that , juſt 
like Men that intended to touch the frets of a Mufi- 
cal Inſtrument, they riſe and fall their Fingers luc- 
ceflively one after another, pinching ſoftly, or hard, 
ſometimes ſlower, ſometimes faſter, cill ſuch time 
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as the Artery,anſwers to the Touches which che Phy-- 
fician moves, and. till-che Strengeh, Weakneſs, Diſor- 
der, and other" Symptoms of the Pulſe be manifeſt. 

They pretend that there never happens any extra- 
ordinary Accident in the Conſtitution, bat does al- 
ter the Blood, and conſequently cauſes a- different 
imprefiion upon the Veſſels. It is: not fo much by 
Reaſoning and Arguing that they are inſtructed in 
this Point, as by a long Experience, which much 
beter diſcovers to them all theſe wonderful Changes 
than Theory and Speculation. 5x; ag 

When they have a long time been attentive to 
the Voice of Nature, that explains it ſelf by the Beat- 
ings of the Pulſe, they perfealy and truly perceive 
thoſe Ditterences,which co others ſeem imperceptible. 
The Pervig:lium and Lethargy, Loſs of Appetite, or 
Deſire, to Eat, theHead-ach, Weakneſs of Stomach, 
Fulneſs or Emptineſs ; all theſe, are the Cauſe or the 
Effect of ſome Diſtemper in the Maſs of Blood. 

So that irs Motion will be at that time lefs fre-. 
guene or quicker, fuller or weaker, uniform or trre- 
gujar. Sometimes there will be an Undulation or. 
Trembling, cauſed by the Ebullion of che whole, 
Maſs of the Humours ; which may be 'perceived like 
to a Bell thattrembles after ic hath been rung ; ſome- 
times alſo the Artery will not bear a ftroke, but will 
{well by little and lictle. By prefling it, one: will, 
moreover he able to perceive ſeveral Effects that do. 
not declare themſelves to the bare touch ; for at that, 
time the Courſe of the Circulation, which is ſuſpend- . 
ed or leſſened, which begins again immediately after, : 
with more force, will give ogcaſion to judge variouſ 
ly anddifferently of the Diſpoſition of the Heart, of 
- the Fermentation there performed, of the Quality. 
of the Blood there prepared, of rhe Obſtacles that 
impede its paſſages, of Groſs-and Crude Matter that 
over-charges it, of the Naturg of the Spirits that - 

| | myo! 


Wit and Temper of the. Chineſe. 2 17 
much rarifie.it, and precipitate Tranſpiration. The 
"Chineſe Phy ſiciavs pretend to have, by along Expe- 
., rience diſtinguiſhed all theſe Differences of Pulles, 
and co have been. able to know all-the Diſtempers chat 

re incident thereto; fo. that they hold che Patient's 

and a Quarter of..an Hour at leaft ; ſometimes the 
Right, ſometimes the Left, and ſometimes both- of 
them. at the ſame time. And after all, asif they were 
inſpired, . they play the. Prophet 3 You were never 
troubled with the Head-ach, lay they, but with an Heavi- 
neſs that bath made youDrowſie; or elſe You bave loſt your 
Appetiteg, you will recover it again within Three Days pre- 
preciſely. This Evening, .about Sunſet, your Head will 
be freer, your Pulſe indicates Pain in the Belly, unleſs yo 
have eaten ſuch or ſuch Meat ; This Indiſpoſition will laſt 
Froe Days, after which it will ceaſe. * And fo for other 
Symptoms of the  Malady, which they find out or 
prognoſticate pretty exactly, when they are expert 
in the Science; for, as for others, they are com- - 
monly falſe Prophets. 

.It,is not to be queſtioned,after all theſeTeſtimonies 
we have, but that in this reſpe& they have ſome- 
thingextraordinary, nay, and even wonderful: How- 
ever, a Man ſhould always miſtruſt them, and one 
eannot be too much upon his guard againſt chem, be- 
cauſe they make uſe of all means imaginable to get 
themſelves ſecretly inſtructed concerning the Patient's 
Condition before they. viſit them. Nay, they are fo 
Eutining (to get themſelves Reputation) as to feign a 
kind of Diſtemper which ſometimes they chemſelves 
Procure afterward. A Perſon told me, that ſending 
tor a Phyſician and a Chyrurgeon to cure him of a 
Wound, one of them told him, That rbe Malady was 
 vecaſioned by a [mall Worm that was inſinuated into theFleſh, 
which weuld infallibly produce a Gangreen, if by ſome Re- 
.mnedy or other it were not fetch'd out: That he was the on- © 
y Mon in all the Country that bad this Axcanum, _ 
| | | 2W0u 
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.. would put it in praftice for his ſake, provided he would 


not grudge bim a conſiderable Sum of Money. The Sick 
Perſon promiſed him he' would not ; and paid him 


part of it before-hand.But this cheating Sophiſter,after 
divers unprofitable Medicines, entangled at laft, a 


Jittle Worm in his Plaiſter, which he pulPd out-an © 


Hour after in Triumph, as if ir came out of the very 

Wound. His Companion, that gain'd nothing by 

the Management of this Buſineſs, afterward detected 

it, bur it was too late; and the Chyrurgeon com- 

forted up himſelf more eaſily for the Loſs of his Re- 

porn, than the Sick Perſon for the Loſs of his 
oney. 

However the Caſe may ſtand as to the Capacity of 
the Chineſe Phyſicians, yet certain it is, that they Pre- 
dit the Diſtemper eaſter than they Cure it.; and Men 
dye in their Hands asthey do elſewhere. They prepare 
their own Remedies, that ordinarily confift of Pills ; 
which according as they are prepared,are either Sudo- 


rifick, purge the Blood and Humours, fortifie the Sto- . 


mach, ſuppreſs Vapours ; or are Reſtringent;difpole to 
evacuation ; but feldom work by Stool. They do not 
let Blood nor know the Clyfter, but fince they have 
had Correſpondence with the Phyſicians of Macao. 
They do not diſapprove the Remedy, butname ic The 
Remedy of the Barbarims, They apply Cupping-Glal 
ſes not only upon che Scapule, but alfo upon the Bel- 
ly, to afſwage the Pain of the Colick. ns 
They are in a manner alfo perſwaded, that the 
majority of Diſeaſes are cauſed by malignant and cot- 
rupted Wind that have flipt into the Muſcles, and do 
ill affe& all che parts of the Body :. The moſt fare 
means to diſſipate them, is to apply, in different Plz- 
ces, red hor Needles, or Buttons of Fire : This is their 
ordinary Remedy. Once I ſeemed to be ſarprizedat 
this Practice, when a Chineſe laid, alluding to Phlebo- 
tomy, They treat you in Europe with rhe Sword, bat his 
| hey 
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they Martyr m« by Fire { this Mode will probably never al- 
ter, becauſe P byſictans feel not the Miſchief they do aw, and 
are not worſe paid for tormenting ms, than for curing ws. © 

I cannot tell whether or no they mighe have learnt 
this'violent Remedy of the Þ:d4ians; or whether the 
Þdians themfelves might not have received it from 
the Chineſe Phy ficiahs 3 but they pretend in the Indies 
that Fire cures all Diſeaſes : This Perſwaſion which 
they perfiſt in, makes every day a great many miſe- 
x00 (cn whom they Cauterize upon the ſlighteſt 

Inels. 

- Yet there be ſome Maladiesthat are not curable, but 
by this means. The People of the Country but eſpeci- 
ally the Slaves, are much troubled with a violent Co- 
lick, which the Portugueze call Mordetchin, occaſioned 
by the indigeſtion of the Stomach, and.accompanied, 

f art, with continual Vomitings ; ' the 

__ it produceth are cruel, and the Griet and An- 
uiſh ofren deprives them of their Wits. This Grief is 
infallibly morcal, if they do not remedy it after the 
following mannner : They lightly apply an Iron-peal 
red hot to the Soles of the Feet ; if the Patient ſhews 
any ſigns of feeling, they paſs no further, and he is 
cured : If hebe inſenſible of chis firſt Operation, they 
lay it on harder, and ftill continue to preſs the Peal, 
burning unmercifully to the very Bone, without de- 
fiſting cill the Patient complain, which puts an end 
to the Malady. and Remedy. But if the Fire, how 


- yiolent ſoever, makes not it ſelf be felt, they deſpair 


of healing, and in a ſhort time the Patient dies. 


... Amongſt all the Eine Remedies, there are none ſo 
_ .much eſteemed as Cordials; they are provided with 


all ſorts of them, and very natural ones; for they 
conſiſt for the moſt part of Herbs, Leaves and Roots. 


their Simples are numerous; and if the People of 


the Country may be believed, they have all of them 
lovereign and experienced Virtues, I brought along 
| wit 


with me hither near Four hundred, deſigned in their 


natural Colours and Figuge, according to thole the - 

Emperor caufed tobe painted for his Cloſer. Father 
Viſdelos, one of the ſix Jeſuits his Majeſty ſent thi- 
ther Anno x685. is very intent upon the Tranſlation 
i B4 


Qualities of all thoſe Plants explained. This Father, 


of the Chineſe Herbal ; wherein are all the Vertues and 


who hath accomplifh'd himſelf in the Knowledge of 
Books, will thereto add particular Retlexions of his 
own; and I make no queſtion but what he ſupplies 
us with thereupon, willenrich our Botany, and fatisfie 
the Ingenious and Curious. | | 
Amongſt theſe Simples there are two that I may 
tf ſpeak of before hand : The firſt is 
*,Thee is a corrupt the Leaf of * Thee, as they, call it 
bo irene in China; they are much divided 
called Tcha, isis the iN their Opinions touching the 
termofthe Mandarin Properties they aſcribe coit. Some 
Language. do maintain that it hath admitable 
s ones ; others, that it is but a fancy 
and meer whim of the Europeans, that are always in 
love with Novelties, and put a value upon that which 
| they do not vaderſtand: in that, as in all other things 
where Men do not agree., I think we ought to take 
the middle path. 
In Chins they are ſubje& neither to Gout, Sciatica, 
nor Stone ; and many imagine, that Thee preſerves 


chem againſt all theſe Diſtempers. The Tartars that 
feed upon raw Fleſh, fall ſick, and ſuffer continual 


Indigeſtions fo foon as ever they give over drinking of 
it; and that they may haveplenty of it, they bargain 
£0 furniſh the Emperor with almoſt all the Horſes that 


ſerve to remount his Cavalry ; when any one is troub» . 


led with a Vertigo that over-charges the Brain, he finds 


himſelf extreamly relieved fo foon as he accuitoms . 


himſelf to Thee. Im France there are abundance of 
People that find i t good for the Gravel, CO 
es BHT FAY _ Head: 
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Head-aches/z.nay, fome Logs to-have been Cured 
_ of the Gout by it, 'almo.mjraculaully-y” fo quick 


and'ſehſible has been its effe&;, Alt-chis« proves that 
Thee isnd Chimera, and Conceit- ' Nay;"fome after 


_ drinkingof it fleep-thebecter, which arpues that it is 


notpraper to ſuppreſs 'Fumes: Some there be who 
neves taker after Meales, without Experiencing mil- 
chievdus Effe&s; their Digeſtion is interrupted and di- 
ſfturbed ; andthey find along time after Crudities,and a 
troubleſome Repletion. Others find no benefit by it nei- 


ther ini Gout nor Sciatica. A, great many ſay that it 


dries, makes lean, and that ie obſtrusis and that if 


there be any good qualities in it,the moſt part of other 


leaves would in a manner produce the ſame effec. 


'- Thefe Experiments evirice that its Vertue is not ſo 


univerſal as People imagine; rg 

- $0. that in:my-opinion,one ſhould ſpeak,moderate- 
ly-of it, both asto its good and bad qualities. . Perhaps 
warm Wateraloneisa good Medicine againſt deſtem- 
pers,-the cure of - which they attribute to Thee: And 
there are ſeveral People that are exempt from many 
Inconvyeniencies becauſe they are uſed-to drink warm | 
Liquors. Nevertheleſs it is certaih, that Thee is of a 
corolive nature, for it attenuates hard Vieuals where- 
with it is boiled, and conſequently is proper for dige- 


ion; that is to ſay for diffolution ; which alſo proves 
_ thatic reſiſts ObſtruRions, and that Liquors impreg- 


ized with its Particles and Salts, . carry off, and more 


_ eaſily ſeparate whatſoever adheres to the Tunicles of 
"the Veſlels. © This very quality is proper to conſume 


fuperfluous Humors, to put into motion thoſe that 


NRagnate and corrupt,ca-evacuate others, that cauſe the 
. Gout and: Sciatica 2: So that Thee, with caution, is a 


very good Renfttedy;-altho' it be not ſoeffetual, nor 
univerſal;bur char che cemperament of certain Perſons, 


| the heighth of theDiftemper,together with certain oc- 


cult: Diſpoſitions, may many times retard the Effe, 
or eventruſtcate its Virtue, Q To 


» 
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no pareiuier Name, becauſe it is gather'd any where 
PR in differehcTerritories and Soils : Tris good, the Infuf- 


Leaves are ſomewhat long, the Infuſion clear and 
greeh when it is freſh,. the 


* T7 

'The ſecond kind is called Thee Vous ; the Leaves 

that are little, *and enclining to black, tinge thg-Wa- 

ter with a yellow Colour. The Taſte is delicious, 

,- andeven the weakeſt Stomach always agrees with it 


* 


=. a 


In winter it is to be uſed temperately, but in Summer 
one cannot drink too 'much. Tt is eſpecially good inn 
Sweating, after Fravelling, Running, or any other vi- 
olene Exercife. - They pive of it _ to ſick People ; 
and thoſe who have any careof their Health, drink 


| noother. WhenlI was at Siam,] heard them ofcen talk 


of the Flower of Thee, of Imperial Thee, and of ſeveral 

other ſorts of Thee, the price of which was yet more ex- 

eraordinary,than the Properties they aſcribe to it : but 

- in ChinaTheard no ſuch thing. | 

_ Generally ſpeaking, chat the Thee may proveexcel- 

| lent,it ought to be gathered early,when the Leaves are 

yet ſmall,cender and juicy. They begintommonlyto 

gather it if the Months of March and April,accoiding 

as the Seaſon is forward ; they afterward expoſe them. 

to the ſteam of bailing Water to ſoften them again ; ſo 

ſoon as they are penetrated by it,they draw them ove® 

. Copper-plates kept onthe fire, which dries them by de- 

| prompt they grow brown,and rowl up of themſelves 
n that manner we ſee them. [fthe Chineſe werenotfuch 

greatCheats, their Thee would be better; but they often- 

times mix other Herbs with it, to ſwell the ſize at a 

{mall charge,andfo get more money by it: fo thatitis 
a rare thing to meet with any purely, without mixture. 
Jt commonly grows in Valleys; ' and at the foot of 
Mountains ;.. the chqiceſt grows in ſtony Soils; chat 

which is planted in light Grounds holds the fecond 
rank.The leaft yaluableof all is fornd in yellow Earth ; 
but in what place ſoever it is cultivated, care muſt'bs 
takento expoſe it to the South ; it gets morefirengedh 

by that, and hears three years after Volo fowen. ' Its 
' [Root reſembles zhbat of a Peach Tree, and its Flowers 
- reſemble white wild Roſes. The Trees grow of-all 
fizes, from two foot to at: hundred,and fome are to be 


Met with that two men can ſcarce graſp intheirArms; 


- this is what the Chineſe Herbal relates. But from my 
own Obſeryation I can give you the following Ac- 
count, | Q2z Kygring 
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Entring upon the. Province of Fokien,they firſt ma 
me obſerve . Thee upon the declining of a little Hill ; 
it was not above five or ſix foot high, ſeveral Stalks., 


each of which was an inch thick, joyned together, - 


and divided at the top into a many ſmall Branches, 
compoſed a kind of Cluſter, much what like our 
Myrtle. The Trunk, tho' ſeemingly dry, yet bore 
very green Branches and Leaves. Theſe Leaves were 
drawn out in length at the point, pretty ſtrait,an inch, 
or an inch and an half long,and indented in their whole 
Circumference. The oldeſt ſeemed ſomewhat white 
without, they were hard, .brictle,and bitter. Thenew 


ones,on the contrary,were ſoft,plyable,reddiſh,ſmooth, ' 
tranſparent, 'and pretty ſweet to the Taſte, eſpecially 


after they had been alittle chewed. 

| It being the Month of Seprembergl found three forts 
of Fruit. In the new Branches there werelittle ſlimy 
Peaſe,green without, and full of yellow Grains within, 
In others;the Fruit is as big as Beans, but of different 
Figures ; ſome round,containing a Pea; others drawn 
out in length, that contained two ; ſome others*df a 
Trieggolar Figure, bore three, very like to thoſe that 
bear the Tallow-grain, fo famous in China. The firſt 


* Mambrane or Skin wherein theſe Grains are infolded, 
Isgreen, very thick,and ſomewhat even. The ſecond 


is white, and thinner ; under which a third very fine 
Pellicle covers a kind of Gland, or ſmall Nut perfedt- 
1y round,that ſticks rothe Bark by a little Fibre, from 
whence it derives its Nouriſhment. When this Fruit 
5 young, it hath bicterneſs in it ; but a day or two 
afcer it has been gathered, it withers, grows Iong and 
yellow,and wrinkles like an old Hazel-Nut; at'length 
it becomes undtious and very bitter.Beſides hat, I found 
a third ſort of hard, old Fruits,the firft Skin of which, 
between open and ſhur, ſhewed within a hard bark, 
brittle, and altogether reſembling that of a Cheſnut, 
Aker I had broken it, ſcarce did1 find any ſig of 
F- p rut, 


_— 
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ruit, ſodry and flat was it grown. In ſome othersthe 
ſame Fruit was pulverized in others was found a little 
Nut quite dried up, and covered with its firft Pellicle. 
Amongſt theſe Fruits,a great number of them have 
no Germ or Bud, which they call Females; thoſe that 
have any may be ſown, and profiuce Trees: but the 
Chineſe do commonly make uſe of Graffs to plant. The 
better to underſtand the nature of this Tree,I had the 
Cnrioſity to tafte the Bark of theTrunk and Branches. 
I chiewed likewiſe ſome of . the Wood and Fibres ; 
both of them ſeemed to me not at all bitter,ſofar from 
it,they left a reliſh ſweet like chat of Liquoriſh, which 
yet one does not taſte cill ſome time after the chewing. 
Altho' this particular Account may diſpleaſe thoſe that 
are not concerned in the knowledge of Plants,yet I am 
fare that the more curious could wiſh a more nice and 
exact Account, as to the delicate mixture of Colours 
in the Flower, the orderly diſpoſition of their Fibres, 
the conformation of the ſmall Branches and Roots, 
and a thouſand other particulars'relating to the Ana- 
tomy of them ; but that is the buſineſs of time and 
leifure : 'Thad but a quarter of an hour to examine the 
Tree of which I have the honour to write to you. 
 Thereisin China another Simple much more ſcarce 
thanThee,& upon thar very account morevalued, which 
they call Gin-Sem: Gin ſignifies a Man,and Sem a Plant, 
or Simple,as much as to ſay,The Humane Simple, or the 
Simplechat reſembles a Man. Thoſe who till this time 
have given another conſtruction to theſe words are ex- 
cuſeable,becauſe they do not underſtand the Emphaſis 
of the Chineſe Charaters, which do, alone contain the* 
true ſignification of terms : the Learned give it abun- 
dance of other Names in theirWritings,thae ſufficient- 
ly declare how much they ſet by it ; as the Spirituous 


Simiple,the pure Spiric of the Earth, the Fat of the Sea, 
the Panacea, and the Remedy that diſpenſes Immor- 


tality, and ſeveral others of that _ 
> 3 


ic 
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It is a Root as thick as half the little finger, a 
es long again. It is divided into two Branches, which 
makes aFigure pretty like a Man with histwo Legs; 


ics Colour inclines to yellow,and when it is kept any 
time it grows wrinkled,and dry'd likeWood;theLeaves 


it ſhoots forth are lictle,and terminate in a point ; the 
Briches are Black, the Flower violet, and the Stalk 
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covered with hair; they ſay that it produces but , 


one of them ; that this Stalk produces three Branches, 
and that each Branch bears the Leaves by fours and 
fives ; it grows in the ſhade, in a' moiſt Soil, yet ſo 
lowly, that it comes not to perfe&ion till after a long 
termof years. It is commonly found under a Tree 
called XKa-cbs, little differing from the Sycomore, 
Altho? they fetch it from ſeveral places, yet the belt 
caine heretofore ' from Percij. That which is at this 
day in ufe is taken in Leaotum, a Province depetiding 
upon Ching, and fituate in the Oriental Tartary. 

, Of all Cordials, according.to the Chineſe opinion, 
there are none comparable to Gin-ſem; it is ſweet 
2nd delightful, altho' there be in it a little ſmack of 
bitterneſs : Its effes are marvellous; it purifies the 
Blood, fortifies the Stomach, adds motion to a lan- 
guid Pulſe, excites the Natural Heat,and withal avg- 
ments the Radical Moiſture. Phy ficians never know 
how to make an end when they ſpecifie its Virtues, 
and have whole Volumes of its different uſes, I have 


a Colleion of their Receipts that I ſhould report 


intire in this place, if I were not afraid robe tedious, 
and treſpaſs upon your Patience. I may print them 
' hereafter, together with a great many Treaties rela 
_-ting to the Phyſfick or Medicine-of the Chineſe,” 1 

ſhall only add, co what T have but how ſpoken, the 
pfual Courſe they take in Diſtempers attended with 


Faintnefs and Swoning, whether ic -proceeds from 
ſome Accident, or from old Age. 4 
Take a Dram of this Root, (you muſt begin with 


. 
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i lietle Doſe, and- may increaſe it afterward, accord- 
ing to the Eifect the former Doſes ſhall produce) dry 
it before the fire in a Paper, or infuſe ic in Wine, till 
it be Sated by it ; thgn cut it in little pieces with 
your Teeth (and not with a Knife, Iron diminiſh- 
| 10g its Virtue) and when. it is calcined, take the Pow- 
der in form of a Bolus, in warm Water or Wine , 
according as your Diſtemper will permit. This 
will be an &xcellent Cordial,. and by continuing ic 
you will find your ſelf ſenſibly fortified. | 
Take alſo the ſame quantity of Giz-/em, or more 
if you be extream weak, and when you have divided 
it into little-pieces, infaſe it ia half a Glafs full of 
boiling Water, or elſe yon may boil ic with the Wa- 
ter it ſelf; the Water, if yau drink it, will have the 
Game effx&. The Root may ſerve a ſecond time, but 
it abates of its force. They likewiſe make Broths of 
it, Eletuaries, Lozenges, and Syrups, which are ex- 
cellent Remedies for all forts of Diſtempers. 
They have alſo another Root which the Protugueſe 
in the Indies call Pgo-China, which is an excellent Su- 
_ dorifick, very proper to purge the Hymours and cor- 
rupted Blood; but the Deſcription of all theſe Simples 
would make me deyiate too much, and js nat pro- 
- perfor ſuch a ſhort Letter at this. | 
. The Phyſicians of China do not employ Apothe- 
caries for the Compoſition of their Medicines, they 
preſcribe and give them at the ſame time themſelves. 
' Sometimes in the Patients Chamber, when it may 
be conveniently done”; and ſometimes in their own 
Houſes. They think it ſtrange the Exropeans ſhould 
a& otherwiſe, and that they commic the principal 
Point of the Cure to Men that are not concerned in 
curing them;and are not folicitous about the goodneſs 
of theDrugs, provided they get rid ofthem to their ad- 
vantage. But there is another diſorder in China a great 
deal more dangerous than that they lay to our charge; 
_ 3nd that is, That there, every Body is admitted to 
Q 4  pravtiſe 
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practiſe Phyſick; like other Mechanick Arts, without 
Examination ' or Taking their Degrees. - So that a 
* pitiful Fellow,that knows not-where to put his Head, 
F ſtudies perhaps a Phyſick Book two or three Months, 
A and ſets up for a DoRtor cam privilegio at the Expence 
of the Patient's Life, whom he chooſeth to kill. rather 
than be forced to ſtarve himſelf for lack of Employ- 
ment. The Vulgar,tho' ill ſerved;by them,take a ſtrong 
IT fancy for theſe Pickpockets ; and they would reckon 
themſelves covetous,when they are indiſpoſed, if they 
did not dye, or cauſe their Relations to dye ſome 0- 
ther way, than by the way of Nature. 
Yet ſome of them you ſhall have confeſs their Fault 
when it is too late 5 and I remember- that an Inhabi- 
tant of the City of Sucheu loſing his Daughter mote 
through the Ignorance of the Phyſician, than by the 
Power of the Diſeaſe,was fo enraged, thathe cauſed 
a Paper to be printed, wherein the bad Condu& of 
the pretended DoRtot was laid open with ſeveral Re- 
fle&tions tending to decry him ; he affixt Copies 
of it'in all the publick Places, and cauſed them to be 
diſtributed to the principal Houſes of the City. This 
Revenge, or, as he termed it,this Zeal for the Publick 
Good,had the Effe& he promiſed himſelf. The Phy ſici- 
an loſt, together with his Reputation, all his Praftice, 
and wasreduc'd to ſo'great anExtremity,that he quick- 
Jy found himſelf in no Condition to kill any Body. 
- The Chineſe that are mean Proficients in Sciences, 
ſacceed much better in Arts 5 and tho' they have 
not- brought them to that degree of Perfe&ion we 
fee them 'in Europe, yet know they in this reſpet 
not only what is neceſſary for the common uſe of Lite, 
but alſo whatever may contribute to Convenience, 
Neatneſs, Commerce,and eyen to well-regulated Mag- 
nificence : They would have 'got a great deal farther, 
had not the form of Government, that hath preſcri- 
-bed Bounds to the Expences of private Perſons, put 


? 
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a ſtop to them. The Workmen are extraordinary in- 
duftrious, and if they be not ſo good at invention 
as we, yet do they eaſily comprehend our Inventions, 
and imitate them tollerably well. There is made in 
, ſeveral places of che Empire Glaſs, Watches, Piſtols, 
Bombs, and many other Pieces of Workmanſhip thae 
they may thank us for 5 but they have had time out 
of mind Gun-powder, Printing, and the Ule of the 
Compals, which are Novel Arts in, Europe, for which 
perhaps we are obliged to them. . 

' They divide the Compaſs in 24. parts only, where- 
.. as we deſcribe 32 ; they evermore imagined that the 


I. Needle did every where ſhew the true place of the 


Pole but by divers Experiments which we made be- 
fore them, they have obſerved ſomeV ariation andDe- 
clenſion: The Loadſtone is found almoſt in every 

; Province z it comes alſo tothem from Fapar: but the 
' 'grand uſe they make of it is in Phyſick 5 *cis bought 
by weight, and the beſt are nor fold for above Eight 
pence or Ten pence an Ounce. I bave brought one 
with me an Inch and an half chick, which tho' in- 
differently guarded, takes up nevertheleſs ' Eleven 
pound weight ; it will raiſe Fourteen or Fifteen when 
it is right fixt. In fine, they are very dextrous in 
cutting them ; for in France, tho' they bring them 
into all Figures, yet it is not without great labour and 
. coſt, They cut mine in Nankim in leſs than two hours; 
the Engine they make uſe of co that purpoſe is a 
plain one; and if our Workmen would uſe it, they 
would abridge their Labour. I ſuppoſed, $ir, that you 
would not be unwilling to hear an Explanation of it. 
| Tt is compoſed of two Jaumbs three or four foot 

- high, Arch-like, with two Strings like a Setting-iron, 
. . and patted: þy a Board or Shingle, which goes croſs 
to it, and cloſed by a Mortiſe inthe Lee-board. On 
the head of the Jaumbs is ſec flat a little Rolling-pin 
or Cylinder, of an Inch and an half diameter, which 
PB ERS can 
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can-turn circularly by means of a ſtring rolled in the 
middle, whoſe two ends hanging are tied to a ſtep, on 
the which the Work-man fets his foot. 

At one of theExtremities oftheCylindera flat piece, 
of[ronis faltned withMaſtick by itsCenter,which piece 
of Iron is very thin, very round, and very ſharp all 
aboutzit 1s 8 Inches diameter, and moves with a great 
- ſwiſtneſs,according as the Steps are ſet high or low.In. 
the mean timetheWorkman preſents theLoadſtone in 
one hand, and in the.other the Mudfmade of a very 
fine Sand, which cools the Iron, and ſerves to cut the 
Stone 5; but becauſe the Iron, in going thorow the 
Sand, throws it about with violence, which might ' 
blind the-Wgrkman, care is taken to place juſt under 
it a liccle Board,turned in the manner of a balfCircle, 
which receiveth it and- defends the Workman, 

Navigation is another Point that ſhews the addreſs 
of the Chineſe; we have not always ſeen in Europe 
ſuch able and adventurous Sailors as we are at pre- 
ſent; the Ancients were not fo forward to venture 
themſelves upon the Seas, where one mult loſe the 
ſight of Land for a long time together. The danger 
X being miſtaken in their Calculation (for they had 
not-then the uſe of the Compaſs) made all Pilots cir- 
_ cumſpe&tand wary.* 

' There afe ſome who. pretend that the Chineſe, '4 
Jong time before'tHe Birth of our Saviour Chriſt , 
had failed all the Seas of Isd:s, and diſcovered the 
Cape of Good Hope : However that be, itis moſt cer- 
tain, that from al} Antiquity they had always ſtout 
Ships ; and. albeic they bave not perfected the Arc of 
Navigation, go more than they haye done the Sci- 
_ ences, yet did they underſtand much more of it thap 

the Greeks and Remens; and at this Day they Sail 85 
ſecurely as the Portugueſe. = 

. +* Theic Veſſels are like oups of all Rates, but the 
Model is not fo fine ; they are all flat bowonr'd.y, 
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Fore-caftle is cut ſhort without a Stem, the Stern open. 
in the middle to the end, that the-Rudder which 
they ſhut up as in a Chamber, may be defended on 
the Sides from the Waves : «this Rudder much longer 


than ours, is ſtrongly tied co the Stern-poſt by two 
Cables that paſs under the whole length of the Veſſel 


tothe fore-part, two other ſuch like Cables hold ic 


up, and, facilicate the hoiſting or lowering it, as oc- 
caſion ſerves ; the Bar is as long as is neceſlary for the 
guiding it'; che Seamen at the Helm are alſo afliſted 
by Ropes faſtened to the Larboard and Starboard, 
and rolled upon the extremity of the Bar they hold 
in their Hand, which they faſten or flacken as they ſee 
occaſion, ro thruſt oc ſtop the Helm. 

The Miſen-maſt is quice toward the Fore-part, the 
Main-maſt is not far from the place where we place 
our Miſens. A Cord that goes from Starboard to 
Larboard, according asthe Wind chops about, ſerves 
them for a Stay and Shrowds; the Boltipric which is 
very Weak,is at the Larboard,ac a conſiderable diſtance 
from the middle, where we are wont to place them. 
. The Round: tops they aſe are very ſhort, but the Main-: 
maſt is of a prodigious height and thicknels,it is ſtrong- 
Iy ſeized, as far as the upper part of the Deck, by ewo 
ſide Beams that ſtrengthen it wonggriuily,yea,and de- 
prive icof playing, which we leavygW ours, becauſe it 
ſerves togivethe Veſlel Air,and coquichen its motion. 

The low :Sails are of very thick Matt, crimm'd up. 
with Lathsand long Poles to ſtrengthen them, irom ewo 
| Þootto two foot, faſtened to the whole length of the 
Maſfts by ſeveral little Loops ; they are nor faſtened 
in the Middle;bat havethree quarters of their breadth 
Tooſe, that they may be accommodated to the Wind, 
and readily tack about as occaſion ſerves. A great ma- 
ny ſmall Cords hanging at the fides of the Sail, where 
they areplaced atſeveral diſtances from the Sail-yard, 

fo the bottom are gathered” up, and keep pr 
| fo © * whole 
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whole Tength of the Mat, and further the Motion 
when the Ships Courſe is'to be changed. 

As for the Okam to calk withal, they do not uſe 
melted Pitch and Tar, but a Compoſition made of 
Lime and Oil,or rather of a particular Gum with Flax 
of raſped Bambou; this Matter is not fubje& to the 
Accidents of Fire, and the Okam is fo good, that the 
Veſſel ſeldom or never leaks, -neither do they ever uſe 
the Pump, a well or two ſerves to keep the Keel dry. 
In your huge Veſlels the Anchors are of Iron ; in the 
middle fort they areoi an hard, heavy Wood, and they 
only ſtrengthen the ends ; but I have obſerved this is 
not ſufficient ; for a Spring-tide, or a freſh Gale of 
Wind, runs the Ship a drife, when it is not well an- 
chored : And to ſpare'the coſt of an Iron Anchor, 
they often run the Risk of being caſt away.As for the 
Cablesthey are of Flax of Coco, Canvas, or Rotin. The 
Rotin is a kind of long. Cane, which they make into 
Trefles like little Cords, the Twiſts of them are uſu- 
ally flat, and are ſtronger than all the other ; but be- 
cauſe they eaſily ſnap under Water when they come 

' to touch upon any Rock, they do not much ule chem 
bur only upon Rivers to tow againſt the Tide. 

- The Chineſe have in their Veſſels a Captain as we 
have; buthis chigkBuſineſs is to keep the Crew in awe, 
and co vicual til; the Pilot marks out the Rhumb, 
and places the. @ompaſs. When they can diſcover no 
Land,or when they do not ken it, thoſe upon Duty 
at the Helm,fteer as they pleaſe; fo ſoon as they come 
within ken of the Coaſt, or enter into the Port, the 
Mariners are ſo.vigilant, and fo intent upon their Du- 
ty, that they don't expect tobe commanded. 

You ſee, My Lord, by what T haveſaid, that wefar 


 ' ſurpaſs the Chineſe at Sea in the Art of Navigation:; 


| butic muſt be confeſt that upon Rivers and-Channels, 
chey havea particular Skill that we are not Maſters of; 
they there manage with' a few Marriners huge Barks 

. as 


| is the way the Chineſe uſually rec- 
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a5 big as our-Skips; and there is ſuch a great number 
of them in all the Southern Provinces, that they al- 
ways keep Nine thouſand, nine hundred, ninety nine 
teady equipped amongſt thoſe that are deſigned for 


the Service of the Emperor. 'This 
* Kiou - tchien , 


kon ; for this way of exprefling —_— NY 
themſelves hath a greater Emphaſis 
in their Language; and ſeem to denote fomething - 
more, than if* they ſhould ſay, in one Word, that 
there are Ten thouſand of them ; it is a hard matter 
to convie them of an untruth for really there is ſuch 
a prodigious number of them, that they cannot be 
reckoned; they are all flat bottom'd, their Sails and 
Maſts are not much different from thoſe I but juſt now 
deſcribed ; but the Model is not the ſame. The Body 
of the Veſlel, that is alike broad from Prow to Poop, 
hath two Wells; upon the firſt, or upon the Deck,they 
build from one end to another, little Cabins, that are 
raiſed above the ſides Seven or Eight Foot, or therea- 
bouts; they are painted within and without, var- 
niſht, gilded, and all over ſo neat and handſome, that 
they are capable of gaaking the longeſt Voyages ſeem 
ſhort, tho? ſome they take that laſt four or five Months. 
without intermiflion ; for they lodge, they diet, and 
are always aboard theſe noble Barks; and when a 
good Company of andarins go together (which pret- 
ty often happens) there is no place where they paſs 
. thetime away more delightfully. They viſit one ano- 
ther almoſt every day without Complement ; they 
Play,they treat one another mutually,as if they were 
all of a Family. This Society ſeems ſo much the more 
. . cceptable to them, becaule it is not forced and con» 
trained, as in other places, by the Incumbrances of 
nice Ceremonies, nor fubje& to Suſpicions that ſuch 
a fre Correſpondence would not tail to foment, if 
they behaved themſelves fo in the Cities. 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding theſe-Barks be extraordinary big, 
and cho' they always be either under Sail, or tugg'd 
along by-Ropes, yer do they now and then make uſe 
of Oas,when they are upon greatRivers,orcroſs Lakes, 
As for ordinary Barks, they do not row them after 
the Exrepees manner ; but they faſter a kind ofa long 
Oar co the'Poop, nearer one ſide of the Bark than to 
the other, and ſometimes another like ic to the Prow, 
that they make uſe of as the Fiſh dpes of- its Tail, 
thraſting it out and polling it to them again, with- 
ont ever lifting it above Water. This Work pro- 
duces a continuing rolling in the Bark ; but it hath 
this Advantage, that the Motion is never interrupt- 
ed, whereas the time and Effort that we employ 
- lift up our Oars is loſt, and ſignifies no- 
thing. "REF 1 rb EY 
The knack the Chineſe have to ſail upon Torrents is 
ſomewhat wonderful and incredible : They in a man- 
ner force Nature, and make a Voyages without any 
dread, which other People dare not fo much as look. 
upon without being ſeized with ſome Apprehenſion. 
I ſpeak not. of thoſe Cataradts they aſcend by meer 
firength of Arm, to paſs from 6ne Canal to another, 
which in ſome Relations are called Sluices 3 but of 
certain Rivers that flow, or cather run beadlong quite 
- . Crols abundanceof Rocks, for the ſpace,of Three or 
. . Faurſcore Leagues. HadT not been upon thele peril- 
lous "Torrents my ſelf, 1 ſhould have much ado to be- 
lieve,upon anothers Report, what I my ſelf have'ſeen. 
Ic is a Raſhneſs for Travellers to expole themſelves,4t _ 
they have been-but never fo little informed of it ; and 
a kind of Madneſs in Sailors.to paſs their Life in a 
Trade, wherein they are every Moment in danger 
of being deſtroy'd. - | 
Theſe Torrents whereof 1 ſpeak, which the People 
of the Country call Chan,are met with in ſeveral places 
of the Empire ; many of them may beſen hy rr 
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Travels from ' Naycham, the Capital City of Kiam- 
ſito Canton. *The firſttime I went that way with Fa* 


ther Fortaney, we were hurried away with that Rapi- 
dity,that all the endeavours of our Mariners could not 


- withſtand it, our Bark abandoned to the Torrenc,was 


curned round like a Whirlegig for a long time,amongſt 
the ſinuoſities and windings that the Courſe of the 
Water formed ; and at laſt daſhe upon a Rock even 
with the Water, with that violence, that the Rudder, 
of the thickneſs of a good Beam, broke like a piece of 
Glaſs, and the whole Body of it was carried by the 
force of the Current upon the Rock,where it remain- 
ed immoveable : If inſtead of touching at the Stern,it 
had hit ſideways,we had been infallibly loſt ; nor yet 
are theſe the moſt dangerous places. 

In the Province of Fokien, whether one comes from 
Canton, *or Hamchen, one is, during eight or ten days, 
in continual danger of periſhing. The Catara&ts are 
continual, always' broken by a thouſand points of 


\Rocks,that ſcarceleave breadth enough for the paſſage 


of the Bark ; there are nothing but Taurnings 'and 
Windings, nothing but Caſcades and contrary Cur- 


' rents that daſh one againſt another, and harry the 


Boat along like an Arrow out of a Bow ; you ate al- 
ways within two foot of Shelves; if you avoid one, 
you fall foul fipon another, and from that to a third ; 
If the Pilot by a Skill, not ſufficiently to be admired, 
does not eſcape from Shipwrack that threatens him 


i *VY moment. . 


here are none in all the World beſides the Chinefe, 
Capable of undertaking ſuch like Voyages, or ſo much 
engaged therein, as not to be diſcouraged, maugre all 
the Accidents that befal chem, for there paſſes fot a 


day that is not memorable for Shipwracks; and indeed 


it is a wonder that all Barks do not periſh. Sometimes 
a Man is fo fortunate as-to fpit in a place not far di- 
ſtant from the Shoar, as I chanced twice to do, Fr 
| indee 
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indeed one eſcapes by ſwimming, provided one has 
ſtrength enough to ſtruggle out of the Torrent, whichy 
Is uſually very ſtrait. Other times the Barks run a- 
drift, and in a moment is upon the Rocks, whereit re- 


mains aground with the Paſſengers ; but ſometimes it 


happens, eſpecially in ſome more rapid Vortices,that 


the Veſſel is in pieces,and the Crew buried before one 
has time to know where they are. Sometimes alſo 


when one deſcends the Caſcades formed by the River, 


that altogether runs head-long, the Boats by falling all 
on ſudden, plunge into the Water at the Prow,with- 
out being able to riſe again, and diſappear in a trice, 


Ina word,theſe Voyages are ſo dangerous,that in more 


than twelve thouſand- Leagues that I have Sailed upon 
the moſt tempeſtuous Seas intheWorld,l don't believe 
T ever run through ſo many dangers for ten years,asl 
have done in ten days upon theſe Torrents.. 


The Barksthey make uſe of are built of a very thin, 


light Timber,which makes it more fit to follow all the 
impreflions one has a mind to give them. They divide 
them into five or fix Apartments ſeparated by good 
Partitions, ſo that when they touch at any place,upon 
- any point of a Rock,only one part of the Boat is full, 
whilſt che other remains dry,and affords time to ſtop 
the hole theWater has made. For to moderate the ra- 
_pidity of the Motion,in places where the Water isnot 


£00 deep, fix Seamen, three on each ſide, hold a long 


-  Spret or Poke thruſt to the bottom, wherewith they re- 
fiſt the Currant,yet ſlackning by little and lictle,by the 
helpof a ſmall Rope made taſt atone end to theBeat, 
and twined at the other round the Pole,chat flips but 
very hardly, andby a continual rubbing, ſlackens the 
motion of the Bark.which,without this Cautioh, would 
be driven with too much Rapidity : inſomuch that 
' When the Torrent is even and uniform,bow rapid fo: 
ever its Courſe be,you float with the ſame ſlownels, as 


one dogs upon the calmeſt Canal ; bur when it winds 
RON i 
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1n and out,this Gaution is to no-purpoſe ; then indeed 
they have recourſe to a double Rudder, made in fa- 
ſhion of an Oar,of forty or fifty foot long,one where- 
of is at the Prow, and the other at the Poop. In the 


plying of theſe ewo great Oars conſiſts all the Skill of 


the Sailors, and Safety of the Bark; the reciprocal 
Jerks and cunning Shakes'they give it, to driveit on, 
orto turn it right as they would haye it, to fall juſt in- 
to the Stream of the Water, to ſhun one Rock,with- 
_ out daſhingon another, to cut a Currant,or purſue the 
fall of Water, without running headlong with it, 
whirles it about a Thouſand different ways : It isnot 
a Navigation, it 1s a Manege; for there is never a 
managed Horſe that Iabours with more fury under the 


, hahd of a Maſter ofan Academy, than theſe Boats ' 


do'in the hands of theſe Chineſe Mariners: So that 
when they chance to be caſt away, it is not ſo much 
for want of Skill as Strength ; and whereas they car- 
ry not above eight Men, if they would take fifceen, 
all the Violence of the Torrents would not be capa- 
ble to carry them away. But it is a thing common e- 
nough in the World, and eſpecially in China, rather 
to hazard a Man's Life, and run the risk to loſe all he 
has, than to be at ſmall charges when there is not an 
abſolute neceſflicy for ther. 

Seeing I am ſpeaking of the Art and Skill of the 
Chineſe upon Rivers, I cannot forbear, My Lord, let- 
ting you obſerve what they are Maſters of in matter 
of Fiſhing, befides the Line, Nets, and the ordinary 
Inſtruments we make uſe of in Exrope, which they 
employ as well as we, they have moreover two ways 
of catching Fiſh, that ſeems to me very fingular, 
andodd : The firſt is praQtiſed in the Night, when it 
is Moon-ſhine ; they have ewo very long,(trait Boats, 
upon the ſides of which they Nail from one end to 
the other, a Board about two foot broad, upon which 
they have rub'd white Varniſh, very ſmooth and fhi- 
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ning 3; this Plank is inclined outward, and almoſt 
toucheth the Surface of the Water : That it may 
ſerve their turn, it is requiſite toturn it towards the 
Moon-ſhine, to the end that the Refle&ion of the 
Moon may increaſe its brightneſs,the Fifli playing and 


'  ſporting,and miſtaking the Colour of the Plank, for 


that of the Water,jerk out that way,and tumble before 
they are aware, either upon the Plank, or into the 
Boar, ſo that theFiſher-men,almoſt without taking any 
Pains, hath in alittle time his ſmall Bark quite full. 
The ſecond mannerof Fiſhing is yet more pleaſant: 
They breed,in divers Provinces, Cormorants, which 
they order and manage as we do Dogs, or even as 
we do Hawks for the Game ; one Fiſher-man can 
.very eaſily look after an hundred ; he keeps them per- 
ched upon the ſides of his Boat,quiet,and waiting pa- 
tiently for orders, till they are come at the place de- 
ſigned for fiſhing ; then, at the very firſt ſignal that is 
given them, each takes its flight, and flies toward the 
way that is afligned it. *Tis a very pleaſant thing to- 
behold how they divide amongſt them the whole 
breadth of the River, or of the Lake; they ſeek up 
and down, they dive,and come,and go upon the Wa- 
ter an hundred times, till they have ſpy'd their Prey; 
then do they ſeize it with their Beak, and immedi- 
ately bringitco their Maſter. When the Fiſhis too 
big, they help one another interchangeably,one takes 
it by the Tail,another by che Head,and go after that 
manter in company to the Boat, the men hold out 
long Oars to them,upon which they perch themſelves 
with their Fiſh,they ſuffer the Fiſher-man to take the 
prey from them, that they may go ſeek for another. 
When they are weary, they let them reſt a while ; 
Hut give them nothing to eat-till the Fiſhing is over 
during which time their Throat istied with a ſmall 
Cord, for fear they ſhould ſwallow the little Fiſh, and 
when they have filled their bellies, refuſe ro work 
lopger. 4 
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I forbear ſpeaking, J4y Lord, of their dexterity 
and neatnefs in the Manufactures of Silk, Earthen 
Ware, Verniſh and ArchiteQure : TheleMattershave 
been exhauſted in publick Relations. It is well known 
that the Silk-Stuffs of China are not only bandſome , 
but good and ſerviceable ; that their Porcelain isof a 
neatneſs and matter unimitable;that theirVerniſh,and 
the iſe they make of it upon thair Cabinets, Tables, 
and Skreens, have procured them the admiration of 
all Europe. As for their Archite&ure, altho' they have 
therein a fancy far different from ours, and coming 
ſhort of that Perfection that we ſuppoſe our ſelves 
arrived to ; yer muſt it be confeſt however, that. 
there are ſome pieces of Sculpture in China perteAtly 
well wrought, and the Publick Edifices, as Gates of 
great Cities, Towers, and Bridges, have ſomething in 
them very noble and beautiful. In fine, the Chzneſe in 
point of Artsare dexterous, laborious, curious to find 
out the Inventions andContrivances of otherNations, 
and very apt to imitate them.But what is peculiar to 
: them, is, that in all their Works they perform with a 
 vety few Inſtruments and plain Engines, what our 
Artificers in Exrope perform with an infinite number 
of Tools. 7 

The better to give you aCharater of their Ingenui- 
ty, I ſhall add, Thatthere is no Nation under the 
on, that is more fit for Commerce and Traffick,and 
unferſtand them better : One can hardly believe 
how far their. Tricks and Craftineſs proceeds when 
they are .to inſinuate into Mens Afﬀe&ions to 
manage a fair Opportunity, or improve the Over- 
tures that are offergd:The deſire of getting torments 
them continually, and makes them diſcover a thou- 

d ways of gaining, that would not naturally 
come into their Head : Every thing ſerves their turn, 
every thing is precious to the Ghineſe , becauſe 
there is nothing but they know how to improve. 
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They undertake the moſt difficult Voyages, for the 
leaſt hopes of gain,and that's the reaſon why all things 
are in motion ; in the Streets,upon the Roads, upon 
the Rivers, and all along the Coaſts of the Maritime 
Towns, you ſhall ſee a world of Travellers: The 
Trade and Commerce that is carried oh every where 
is the Soul of the People, and the primurms mobile of 
all their Actions. - | # 

If they would accompany Labour and natural In- 
duſtry with a little more honeſty, eſpecially in re- 
ſpe& of Strangers, nothing could be wanting to them 
that mjght contribute to make them able, compleat 
Merchants ; but their effential quality is to deceive 
and -couſin, when it lyes intheir power ; ſome of , 
them” do not conceal it, but boaſt of it: I have heard 
of ſome ſo brazen fac'd, that when they have been 
taken in the Fac,to excuſe themſelves by thelr Sim- 
plicity, ſay, You ſee that I do not underſtand trap ; you 

now more of it than I ; but perhaps I ſhall be more lucky, 
or more ſubtile another time. They falſifie almoſt eve- 
ry thing they vend, when things arein a condition 
© be falſified. They fay particularly,that they coun- 
terfeit Gammons of Bacon fo artificially, that many 
times a Man is'miſtakenin them ; and when they 
have boiled them a long time, they find nothing, 
when they come to eat them, but a large piece of 
Wood under an Hogs-skin. It is certain a Stranger 
will te always cheated, if he buy alone, let him take 
- what care- he will ; he ſhould employ a truſty Chineſe, 
who is acquainted with the Country, who knows all 
the Tricks ;- and indeed you will be very happy, if 
he that bays, and he that ſells, do not collogue toge» 
ther to your Coſt, and go fnips in the.profir. 
— When. one- lends chem any thing he mult have. 
Sureties;z for. as for their word, thoſe who know 
| them; cannot rely upon it. Some of them have beeu 
obſerved toborrow a very ſmall Sum, promling to 
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reſtore the Principal with vaſt Intereſt, which they 
| punctually perform'd upon the Day appointed, to 
ain themſelves the Reputation of down-right honeſt 
Men. After that they demanded a greater Sum, which 
| they repay alſo without failing. At length, they.con- 
tinued this Commerce whole Years together, till ſuch 
time as engaging to credit them, and lend them con- 
ſiderable Sums, they carried their Money far enough 
off, and diſappeared for ever. | 
. When they would obtain a Favour, they do not 
diſcover themſelves all on the ſudden.; there are ſome 
who prepare for it whole Years before-hand. They 
make Preſents to the Maſter, and toall thoſe of the 
Houſhold ; they ſeem ſo much the more diſintereſſed, 
and to have no deſign, becauſe they refuſe all Returns: 
but when one has accepted their Toys, which they 
thought they might do,without fearing any bad Con- 
ſequence,then they begin to ſhew their Deſign ; when 
. they have ſo well play'd their Game, that they can- 
not in reaſon recejve a Repulſe for what they demand. 
This Subtilty of deceiving is ſtill more extraordina- 
ry in Thieves and Robbers: They break through che 
thickeſt Wals,” burn Gates, and make great Holes in 
them by the help of a certain Engine which fires the 
Wood without any Flame. They penetrate into the 
moſt private Receſſes, without ever being perceiv'd ; 
and when People awake in the Morning, they are a- 
mazed to find their Bed without Curtains and Cover- 
lets, their Chamber unfurniſhe, Tables, Cabinets, Cof- 
ers, Plate, all is marche off, without ſo much ſome- 
times as perceiving any Foot-ſteps of the Thieves, but 
the Hole in the Wall, at which they went out with 
all the Moveables of the Houſe. + 
: Whenthey are apprehended, if they be armed, they 
luffer death ;;but if when taken they are found inno 
Condition to wound, or kill any body, they infli& 
fome other Corporal Puniſhment, according to the 
PE CC ; EF: quality 
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quality of the Goods ſo ſtoll'n ; but if they have ta” 

ken nothing, the Judges are ſatisfied by puniſhing 

them wich thirty or forty blows with a Cudgel. They 

ſay theſe Felons have a certain Drag, the Fume of 
which excreamly ſtupities, and caſts into a deep Sleep, 

which affords them time and opportunity to do their 

\ Job; and they are fo perſwaded of that Truth, that 

Travellers cauſe a Baſin of cold Water to be bronght 

into their Chamber in the Inn,which is a ſure Reme» 

dy to fruſtrate the Power or Charm of the Fume. 

Nor but chat after all one may meet with Honeſty 
and Fair-dealing amongſt the Chineſe; for, (not to 
ſpeak of Chriſtians, in whom Religion hath reformed 
che evil Inclinations of Nature) Ido remember, that 
at my firit Arrival into China with my Companions, 
Strangers, unknown, expoſed to the Avarice of the 
Mandarins, not one of them did us the leaſt Wrong ; 
and what appeared yet more extraordinary was, that 
offering a Preſent to.a Commiſſioner of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, People that are uſually greedy, and atten-, 
tive to the Laprovement of ſuch ſort of Occafions,he 
proteſted; notwithſtanding ajl our earneſt Intrearies, 
that he would never take any thing of any Body fo 
long as he was in his Qftice-5-but if one Day he ſhould 
chance to be in another Condition, he would with 
"all his Heart receive from us ſome Zuropean Curioſity. 
'Aﬀcer all, theſe are rare Examples, nor muſt you from 
them take the Character of the Natiyes. 

As.the Chineſe have a Genius for Commerce,fo have 
they likewiſe for Afﬀairs of State; their wit has beetr 
along time adapted to Politicks, and negotiating Af- 
fairs, not with Foreigners, whom they look upon as 
Barbarians, and their Subje&ts, whom the ancient 
haughtinefs of che Empire forbids to correſpond with, 
but amongſt themſelves, according as they are bound 
by Interzft, or as their Fortune ingages them therein. 
There 1s Policy amongſt Princes, and other ms 
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\ of the Realm, as much as in any Court of Europe ; 
| - they continually apply themſelves to know the Guſto, 
Inclinations, Humours, and Deſigns one of another; 
_ and they ſtudy 'it ſo much the more, as they are more 


reſerved, and diſiembling themſelves, they keep a fair 


Correſpondence with every Body, nay, and even 
obſerve a Decorum with their Enemies. 
As the way of Challenging to Duel is not allowed 


in the State, all theic Revenge is cunning and ſecret; 


one cannot imagine by how many Shifts andContri- 
vances they endeavour to deſtroy one another, with- 
out making any ſhew of having any ſuch thing in their 
head. They are not only Diſlemblers, but Patient, 
even to inſenſibleneſs, in expeRting a favourable Mo- 
' ment to declare themſelves, and to ſtrike home. But 
as they obſerve all forts of Meaſures with their Ene- 
mies, the better tolull them aſleep, ſo they ſometimes 
huff their beſt Friends, for fear leſt a too ſtrict Bond 
_ of Friendſhip ſhould ingage them together in ſome 
unlucky Adventure. So far are they from that bar- 
barous Friendſhip that inclines us in Europe to engage 
thoſe in our private Quarrels that are moſt devoted to 
us,and to expoſe without any Advantage, a Life that 
we ſhould defend even by the loſs of our own. - 

The Lords of the Court, the Vice-Roys of Provin- 
ces, andGenerals of Armies, are in perpetual motion, 
to preſerve or acquire the principal Places of the$rate z 
they carry on their buſineſs by Money, Favour, and 
by Intrigue : And ſince the Laws give nothing, either 
to-Solicitation, Riches, or Ambition of privace Per- 
ſons, but ſolely ro Meric, the moſt ſubtle ſeem al- 
ways moſt moderate, whilſt in the mean time, by 
.an hundred hidden Springs,they endeavour to obtain 
the Choice and eſteem of the Emperor. 

In ſhort, if ſome Neighbours,more Potent, and In- 
telligent than the Tartars had ever been able to have 
 accuſtom'd them to make Treaties, as the different 

| People 
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& | 
People of Europe\fo amongſt themſelves, I am perſwaded that 
Policy and Negotiation would have proved more powerful to 
defend them from their Enemies, than thar prodigious Wall, 
of which they endeavoured to make a Bulwark, and all thoſe 
numerous Armies wherewith they have hitherto, but all in vain, 
oppoſed them. 

After all rhat I have faid, I leave you to judge, My Lord, 
of the Character of theſe People, and of the Value thar oughr 
to be pur upon them ; when a Man hath a Guft as good as 
yours, he does nor only think of things nicely, bur alſo judges 
of them ſolidly, and with the greateſt ExaCtneſs 3 ſo thar i 
ſuppoſe no body will rake it ill rhat I ſubmit the Chineſero your 
Cenſure. They only would find ſome Difficulty to ſubſcribe 
ro it, 1f they underitood the Defect of their Wir 'and Genims, 
as much as we underſtand the Delicateneſs of yours ; but as 
theythelieve themſelves the moſt ſenſible Nation in the World, 

T am ſure they will be glad to beleft to the Judgment of @ - 
| Perſon, whom all France begins 10 admire, and what is more, 

Yom Lewis the Great Honours particularly with his Eſteem, 
You will obſerve, My Lord, in China ſome Faults which one 
cannot excule ; all the Fayour I beg of you for them'is, to re- 
fect, That formerly they have been wiſer, more fincere and 
honeſt, lefs corrupted rhan they are at preſent. Vertue, which 
they cultivated with fo much Care, which contributed infinitely 
to model rheir Reafon, made them at that time the wiſeſt Peo- ' 
ple of the Univerſe z and being their Manners were more regu- 
lar, fo Idonbtnor burtathey were then more intelligent , and 
more rational. | 

However, in the very Condition wherein they are at pre- 
ſenr, yoh will perhaps eſteem them notwithſtanding, and find 
 withal, thatthough they havenor Ingenuity enongh to be com- 
pared with our Learned and Knowing Men in Emrope, yet do 
they cor give place to us in Arts ; that they equal us\in Polite- - 
neſs, and that perhaps they may ſurpaſs us in Politicks and 1 
Goyernment. I am with the moſt profound Reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Tour moſt humble, 
and muſt obedjent Servants 
: M0 j. 
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Of -the Policy and Government 0 Ja F.- 'Y 


F HEN HI had the Honour to 2ive 
your. Eminence an Account of the Kb: | 
preſent State of China, I did a long : - i 
| time doubt whether or no [ſhould -Y 
venture to deſcribe to you their Form of Government, A 
To handle ſo nice a Subje&: requires. the: Abilitizs of 
the moſt exact Politician, .and a Knowledge of State- 
 Aﬀairs exquiſite as yours 3 & Subje&-not to be ma- 
 - naged by any thout IgE and trouble, but Wh 
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lies too deep for thoſe of my,,Character whoſe Know- 
_ in the Afﬀairs of this Wotld is {light *and ſuper- 
But yet it would be the greateſt of Injuries to the 
; - Chineſe, to paſs that over in filence, which they look 
= . upon as the thing to which they owe all their good 
; Qualities, and which they eſteem as a Maſter-piece 
of the moſt exact Policy : Thus therefore, my Lord, 
tho? I ſhould own it a piece, of Imprudence in me to 
meddle with theſe mpfiorions Arcana of Ggyernment, 
F and to ſearch never fo little into the.depths of world- 
% ly Wiſdom I could be content to be blamed for it 
in Ewrepe, if China, to whom T own I bear a Kind- 
neſ,'and Reſpe&, approve of it in me, and get any 
Credit thereby. . ? " Jn 
Amongſt the ſeveral Models and Plans of Govern- 
ment which the  Antients framed, we ſhall perhaps 
meet with none fo perfte&t and exact 2s is that of 
the .Chineſe Monarchy, The antient-Lawgivers of 
this. Potent Empire, formed i in their days very little 
different from what it is in ours. Other . States, ac- 
- cording to the common fate of the things of this 
Work: are ſenſible of the weakneſs of Infancy ; are 
born mifhapen and imperfe&t ; and like Men they 
owe their perfe&ion, and maturity to time. China 
ſeems more exempted from the common Laws. of 
Nature > and. as though. God himſelf had founded 
their Empire, the Plan of their Government was not 
a whit leſs perfect 1n 1ts Cradle, than it is now after 
the experience and tryal of four chodfand Cars. 
During all which time the Chineſe had never fo 
much as heard of the Name of Republick; and when 
lately, on the Hoſangers arrival, they heard of it, it 
_ ſeemed fo ftrange to them that they have ſcarcely yet 
done admiring at it; Nothing could make chem, pn- 
_ derftand how a State could regularly. be governed - 
. without a King, they looked upon a. Republick «go be 
a Monſter with many Heads, formed by the ambution, 
| pg. 2 © headinehs 


j 


" who meer in one | 
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headineſs, and corrupt inclination of Men in tures of 


publick diſorder and confuſion. 

As they bear an averſion to Republican Govern- 
ment, fo are they yet more tet againſt Tyranny and 
Oppreflion ; which they ſay proceeds not from the 
ab uteneſs of che Princes Povrer, for they cannot 
be too much their Subjzts Maſters ; but from the 
Princes\'own. wildneſs, which neither the Voice of 
Natufe, nar the Laws of God can ©ver countenance. 
The Cbineſe-are of Opinion that the i*bligation which 
15 aid on their Kings not to abuſe their Power, isra- 
ther. x means to confirm and eſtabhik thet, than to 
occaſion their ruin; and that this nſeful conſtraint 
which they*themſelves lay on their Paſfions does no. 
more diminiſh their Power or Authoricy here on 


"Earth; than'the' like conſtraint derogates from the 


Majeſty and Power of the Almighty, who is n1ot the 


 Tefs powerful becauſe he cannot do evil. 


' Arr unbonnded Avthority which the Laws give 


"the Emperor, and a Necefficy which the ſame Laws 


Jay:upon him to uſe that Authority with moderation 


© and diſcretion, are the two Props which have for fo 
SDL ARS ſupported chis great Fabrick of the Chive/e 


onarchy. The firſt Principle thereof that 1s 1n- 


. Nifled into the People, is to reſpe& their Prince 'with 


a X 


2 Veneration as almoſt 'to adore him. They 


"© high 
_"Stile him the Son of Heaven, and the only Maſter of 
the World: "His Commands' are indiſputable , his 
Words carry.no lefs Authority with them, thari if they 
-, were Oracles : in ſhort, every thing thac comes from 
© hiniis Sacred., He. is ſeldom ſeen, and never ſpoken 
"to but on the Knees. The Grandees 'af the Court, 


the Princes of the Blood, nay, his own Brothers bow 


"to the ground, not only when the 1s preſent, but 
wn bal 


1 before his Throne; and there are ſer Dgys every 
& or Month, _ the Nobility aHemble, 

of the Courts in the Palace, to 
otity of their Prince by their 
R 2 moſt 
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moſt ſubmiſſive Adorations, tho* he perhaps be not 
there in Perſon. I | 

When he is ill, efpecially if dangerouſly, the Pa- 
Jace is full of Mandarins of every Order, who ſpend 
night and day, in a large Court, in Habits proper 
for the Occaſion to expreſs their own Grief, and to 
ask of Heaven their Prince's Cure. Rain, Snow, 
Cold, or any other inconveniences excuſe them not 
from the performance of this Duty ; and as long ' as 
the Emperor 1s in pain or in danger, any one that 
ſaw the People would think that they fear-nothing 
but the loſs of him. | 

Beſides, Intereft is no ſmall occaſion of the great 
Reſpe& which is ſhown him by his Subjeas; for as 
foon as he is proclaimed Emperor, the whole Autho- 
rity of the Empire 1s in his hand, ang the good or ull 
Fortune of his Subjes is owing wholly to him- 

Firſt, All Places in the Empire are in his diſpoſal, 
he beſtows them on whom he thinks fit ; and beſides, 
' he 1s to be looked upon as the difpoſer of them the 
more, becauſe none of them are ever ſold. Merit, 
that 15 Honeſty, Learning, long Experience, and e- 
ſpecially a grave and ſober behaviour, 1s the only 
thing conſidered in the Candidates, and no other 
confiderations can lay 'any claim to favour. Nei- 
ther is this all, that he hath the choice of all Officers 
o: State ; but if he diſlikes their management when 
chojen, he diſmiſſes or changes them without more 
ado. A. Peccadillo has heretofore been thoyght e- 
nough to render a Mandarin incapable of continuing 
in his Place; and I am told that a Governour of one 
of their Cities was turned out, becauſe on a day of Au- 
dience his Cloaths were thought too gay to become 
the gravity of his Office 5; the Emperor thinking a 
Perlonwot that humor nor fit to fill ſuch- a Place, or 
to att as a Magiſtrate who repreſents his Prince. 

1 my ſelf ſaw at Pekm an Example of this So- 
verceizn Power, at which I was the- more ſurpriſed 
5 becauſe 


of the CHINESE. 


45 
becauſe it was brought about with fo little ©. 
bance. It was diſcovered that three Colavs ( who are 
Mandarins as honourable for their Places amongſt 
the Chineſe, as our Miniſters of State are amonſt us ) 
had taken Money under-hand for ſome Services done 
by them in the Execution of their Office. 'The Em- 

ror, who was informed of it, took away their Sa- 
 laries immediately, and ordered them without far. 
ther trouble:to retire. What became of the ewo firſt, 
or how they-were uſed, I cannot teil ; bur the orher, 
who had-a great while been a Magiſtrate, and was as 
- much eſteemed for his Underſtanding as he was re- 
ſpeed for his Age, was Condemned to look-after 
. one of the Palace Gates amongft- other common: 
Soldiers, 1n whoſe Company he was Liſted. 
_ I ſaw him: myſelf one day in this mean. Condi- 
tion : he was: upon Duty as. a common. Sentinel ; 
when I paſſed by him, 'I bowed to him, as indeed 
every one elſe did; for the Chineſe ſtill reſpe&ted 1n 
him the ſlender remains of that honour which he had 
juſt before poſſeſſed: _ | 
I muſt confeſs, I ſoon left wondering at fo ſevere 
a. puniſhment inflicted on fo great a Man; when [I 
ſaw after what manner even the Princes of the Blood 
themſelves were uſed. One of them was a mighty 
loyer of Sports, eſpecially of Cock-fhghting ( which is 
a uſual Diverſion in the Eaſt, and the-obſtinacy of 
thoſe Creatures, which armed with Gavelocks, fight 
all they die with an incredible Skill and Courage, is 
very ſurprifiag.) The-Emperor did not think 1t a- 
miſs that this Prince ſhould ſpend a few-hours in ſuch 


' fort of Diverſions. He knew that Great Men have 


ſpare time as well as others; and that ic does not de- 
rogate from any Man's Chara@et to throw away an 
hour or two ſometimes: in tho(e' Divertions which 
are more ſuitable ro young People, and that 1t 15 not 
at.all improper for Mea oft Underſtanding and Gra- 
FIty to condeſcend co mean and ardznary Sparts, in 
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to give ſome relaxarion arid caſeio ther weary 
Spirits, - Nevertheleſs, he \could':nor bear to' fee him 
ſpend his 'whole time in things-ſo'\much below his 
ality, and'fo unbecoming his Years, he therefore 
told him of it 5 but finding that this:admonitian did 
rior! work with tim, the Emperor refolved 'to make 
an Example of him, ana did *therefare: declarerthat 
he had Forfeited his Title and! Honear-of:Prmece, : he 
was beſides deprived ef his Retinuez Ins'Salary; and 
his Quality, until he ſhould by ſome great:and>extra- 
ordinary Action'tmake it appear tothe whole King» 
dom that he Was' not nfiwworthy of the- Blood: irom | 
whence he fprang. 

'The'. Emperor: went yet-a-ſtep farther, th per- 
ceiving that the number of tthe-Princes of 'the Blood 
was very great, atidthat the f{ÞCondu@ of many.of 
them op? time wa, 7 vor 'Qualicy into*con- 
tempt ; he publiſhed'an-Orderthat none ſhould here 
after bear thac Character without his expreſs leave, 
which he gave'to none butee:thoſe who by their! Ver- 
ene, Underſtanding, and Diligence in their-Offices, 
did very well deſerve 1t. 8:6] ad © c: 

Such Adminiftrations in 'Exrope would cauſe Heart- 
burnings and' Factions in the! States 5- but 'in Clint 
they are brought about without any: the leaſt Diſtur- 
bance, theſe Changes' create 'no manner of trouble 
if they aretion&'for the Publick Good, andinorfrom 
a CT armed ac or violerit Paſſion; however; if:the 

r*thottld be fo far! tranſported as to'adt thus 
on fits his'own Paſſion, yerdF his Government-be 
generally *eqizjtable and juſt, ſach partieulat #1 Ad- 
miniſtrations raiſe 'ho Faction in' hts' Subjedts againſt 


hine 
You will have'a WR proof of the abſolutenek 
of the E hn Fa 's Power from\/a Paſſage which! hup- 
n {Jas 


pened i War withione of the "Kings of 7's. 
Reother's Command, to puniſh the Vanity and Raſh- 


rary ror ſen #mighty Army under his 
nels 
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neſs of that puny. King, who had, dared to makSn- 
roads-into the Countries of ſeveral of the Allies of 
the iEmpire. The: Texter, whoſe warlike Troops 
ſonghe only an opportunity of fignalizing themlelyes, 
to eagape the Imperial Army, and ſec upon 

them with ſo much violence and vigour, that. at laſt, 
notwithſtanding he, was.ſo much;interior ta them in 

number, heibcatthem from their ground, and forced 
them to-retreat-in diforder. « | 
The Emperor's Father-in-Law, an old Tartar, well 
venlett 1a-the Trade of War, cammanded the Arul- 
lery; andplaid his part {o well that hewas killed at che 
head of a tew, yet brave Soldiers, whom he. encou- 
raged as well by Rev Egamplos as-by, tus. Words 5 but - 
the General was: accuſed: for-flying rſt, and draw- 
iog/byhisflight.che reſt of the- Amy afrer him, Tho 
 who:is'himſelf a Man of Courage, and an 
admurer of Glory, was leſs troubled-at the loſs of che 
Battel that he-.was:at that of his Brother? ky par 
_ He ſent for him immediately to-Cgurt, to be tried 
betare>a Gouncil-of the Blood, whom he aſſembled 

in his Palace. 

1i;The Prince, who-was on all othen, accounts a Per- 
ſon'of ſingular -Merit, ſurrengred., lumſelf with che 
ſane humility-and ſubmiſſion, as, he, gquld have done 
hedche been the meaneit Officer- inthe Army, and 
mithouriſtaying all Sentence was pronounced he con- 
demned-him(lelf,. and\owned thac-he..deſerved death. 
Yai deſere it, faid - the Emperor, but yu ought, to 
nicower: yorr"=oſt Honour, to ſeek; your death inthe mid(t 
of ' the Eniernies Troops, and not. here among ug in the 
wiaſh of Pekin where it can only encreaſe your diſgrace. 
Ac laſt the Emperor was inclineable to Pardon him ; 
antzthe. Princes, who thought themſelves in ſome 
meaſuceidiſgraced. by, a & Adon, earneſtly begged 
ofthe Emperor to. ule;the utmoſt of, his Power to 
-panifh him and his Ungle who afliſted-at the Coun- 
Gil freated him . with fo-- mogh {corn_and conperape, 
"; oye 4 that 
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that amongſt us fach uſage would -afflict any Gentle- 
man ſo ſenſibly as to go near to break his Heart.” - 
The Emperor, who has power over: the lives of 
the Princes of the Blood, can certatnly diſþpd& of 
his other Subjects : the Laws make him: ſo far Ma- 
ter of their hves, that neither Viceroy, nor *Parlia- 
ments, nor any*-other Sovereign Court throughont 
the whole Empire can Execute any Criminal with- 
out expreſs Order from Court.  They-are Arraigned 
and Tried up and down in the feveral Proyinces, 
"but the Sentence” is always preſented to the Emperor, 
who either confirms or rejed&s it as he pleaſes,” moſt 
an end he agrees to it, but he very often cuts off part 
of the Sentence, and makes it lefs regorous. ITS 
Secondly; althotigh every one be perfe&t Maſter of 


his Eſtate, and enjoys his Lands free from diſturbance  { 


and moleftation : the Emperor, can nevertheleſs lay 
what Taxes he thinks fit upon his Subjz&s to ſup- 
ply the prefling wants, 'and relieve the neceflicies of 
the State, This power indeed he rarely makes uſe 
of, whether ic be that the ſtanding Revenue, and ordi- 
nary Taxes are ſufficient to maintain a'War'abroad ; 
or whether it be that ift a Civil War they-are uriwil- 
ling to run the hazard of provoking their Subjeas 
too much by laying too gieat a load on them.) They 
| have likewiſe a Cuſtom of exempting every year one 
or two Provinces from bearing their proportion 1n 
the Tax, eſpecially 'if any#of* them. have ſuffered 
thro' the ſickneſs of *the” People, or if the Lands 
thro? unſeaſonable Weather have'not yielded ſo good 
an ingicaſetas uſual.” YE Hape 04, 

[t is trae that the Subſidies which the Laws grant 
are ſo confiderable, : that were the Chineſe leſs indu- 
ſtrious, -or their Lands leſs fruicful, this: Empre, like 
the reſt of the Indian Kingdoms, would-be only-a 
Society of poor” and miſerable Wreeehes. - lt -15 this 
prodigions Income that makes the Prince ſo: powet- 
tul, and that enables him at-an hour's warning to rails 
a Patent 


[ 


- a Potent and a,numegrgus Army to keep his People in 


Obedience: OR HE 

- Ir 88, very difficult,to, reckon what the Revenue of 
this Empire amounts, to ; becauſe, beſide the mony 
that ts Failed in Specie,, vaſt ſums are paid in in Goods. 
Akterithe beſt,, examination which I. could gee both 
from che Offiggrs and. from their Books, I believe the 
Treaſury reggayes,in mony about ewenty two millions 
of. Chineſe CN, which the Portugueſe call raels, 
each of-which.an.our. mony comes to about fix ſhillings. 
Buk., 
ang;a n | ; 
together. with che. Cuſtoms and forfeited Eſtates a- 
mount .to. more. than, fifty millions of the Chineſe 
Crowns, So that. after, having allowed for the Goods 
received into.the Treaſury cheic value. in Silver, and 
having. made the,,neareft and moſt exact Calculation 
poſſible, I find:the ordinary Revenues of the Emperor 
to amount 1n our. mony to one and twenty los 
hx hundred thouſand pounds at leaſt. ____ * 
th ops The right of .making Peace and War 1s 


; Carn, . Salr, Silks, Cloaths, Varniſh, 
zndred other, Commodities whick they pay 1n, 


* 
{3-47 35 26 ator of j 


the, Emperors, he may make Treaties on what condi- 
tions, h&,.pleales, provided they be not ſuch as. are 
diſhonourable coche Kingdom. As for the Judgments 
winch he himſelt patles they are icrevacable, and to 
have them put1n-Execution he need only ſend them to 
his Sovereign Court or Vice: Roys, who dare not in . 
the leaſt delay Regiſtring and Publiſhing chem, When 
on:the other hand the Sentences. pronounced by 
their Pacliaments or. other Magiltrates, are no ways 
obligatory *all approved and confirmed by the Em- 
DOR. et als cho; "Ex WE | 

-.. Fourthly, Another inſtance of his Supreme Au- 
thorky is this, thac be has the hbercy of making choice 
of ' his Succeſlor, which he may 'not only chute from 
the Royal Family, bur. from among(t his other Sub- 
ji24s.. This ancient i1ght hath been hererofore put in 
practiſe with ſo niuch {mpartality and Wiſdom, = 

$7 TT OY FT 
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would be admirable even'th a Prince who to His other 
Titles hath' chat"of -Moft '\Ghiiſtian.” For ſorne&'of 
theſe Emperors, finding none'6f-their Family, tho? 
numerous,” able to ſupport the weight of a' Crown, 
chuſe for ' their ' Suacreflors perſons mean as to their 
Birth and Foreunes, bireminent fortheir Virtue, 'and 
admirable for:their Underftzndiny 5/faying-thac they 
ated thus not'only from a defirecof "ther Kingdoins 
900d, but alſo out of reſped to the Honout,amdCre- 
dit of 'their own Children, for+whomn' ic would'be 
more” glorious to*hve privately, than eo fit upon”a 
Throne expoſed to' the: Cefifure,and ofcentimesits 
the Curſes of alt their People Ffinfardthey is _ 
Tile could'itreate Merit in thoſt whd badiit not before, ' 
ſrould indief injure our Childriw-in wihidling thin from 
tbe'Crown,” "But ſince it ſerves 8lyto publiſh and ſpread 
their defet?s niove abroad, we think oi fekoes obliged, by 
the Kindneſs and Tenderneſs whith i9we*bear to 1bem; "th 
keep them from that ſhame” and 'diſpgeace"wbich-a Crown 
would neceſſarily expoſe them#o, oo ems 
'-However, 'Exataples of "this Nature ha wp 


ſeldom known, for the: Emperors; for anany=Apes 
have bounded their-choic&-within 'the-Compals of 
their own Families yet they donor always chuſeths 
elde{t. "He who row Reignswithi fo much Wiſdom, 
945 4 younger Brother; and ſees his elder Brother as 
dntifal, and free-from 'Ambitzon as: the meaneſt of 
his Subjeds. -. The great. number. of- Princes 'of-ithe 
Blood "15 with us in Europe as'great an' occaſion of 
Fears/and Jealoiſics, bur in Chama tr is:iguire other 
wiſe, .for at the death of che"laſdiEmperor-of'Chiza, 
there: were above: ten thouſand Prine&&#up and down 
the {everal Provinets; yet: was there'no confuſion or 
diſorder in the leafy; which could cettainly-proceed 
from nothing but the exceffive Authorityof-chis 'Em- 
peror,who finda little trouble ir Chins'm Governing 
2 multitude of'Princes, as other Princes do in'Go- 
verning the Conmon"People;” oo 


Further- * 
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Furthermore, The Emperor. after he has' made 
Chojce of,, and -publigkly owned +who ſhall be'his 
Succeflor, may afterwards exclude him, and renew 
his: Choice ; but not unleſs iy have very; good reaſon 
for-doing 1o, nor -unleſs. the Sovereign Courts: of 
Pekin do in a-manner give their conſent tote; for if 
he att thus without obſerving cheſs methods, iewould 
not-only-gaiſerche Peoples Tongues, but perhaps their 
_ - Fifthly; The Grave icſelf.cannot pur 2n end to his 
Power:over his Subjects, which isexerciſed even over 
the Dead, who he either Diſgraces or Honours (as 
nuch .as if they. were alve) when he hath a mind 
ther toReward of Puniſhthemſelyes or their-Fami- 
lies- He-makes fome after their deceaſe Dukes,others 
Zounts,.. and conferring upon them ſeveral. other 
Titles. which our Language knows no name for... He 
may«Canoniſe them as Saints, -dr--as they ſpeak, may 
make them naked.Spirics.. - Sometimes he builds: them 
Temples, and if ' their Maniftry hath been very bene- 
ial, or+their' Virtues very eminent, he commands 
the Peopley0 honour them/as Gods, Paganiſm hath 
for many» Ages authoriſed and countenanced this a- 
buſe of Religion; yet this; reparation Rebgion has 
from che Empire af, Cine. for the; foremention'd in- 
jury,. that'ever ſince the Foundation of this Empire, 
the Emperor. has. been, always looked upon as the 
Chief Prieſt and Principal Servant..of Religion; for 
there. are ſome Ceremaenies, | and Publick Sacrifices, 
which he alone is thought worthy co,offer up tothe 
-Sixchly, There-is' another Inſtance, which tho*-of 
leſs importance; thagy; the preceeding, yet may ſerve 
as well as themtoſhew how unlimited the Authoricy 
of- this Emperor. 1s; It 15-this , the; Emperor hath 
a tochange the Figure/and Character of their 
atters, ©o aboliſh any} Characters already received, 
or to form any new one. He-may- likewiſc ovangs 
the 
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the.names of Provinces, 'of Cities, of Families: he 
may likewiſe forbid: the-uſing: of any expreſſion or 
manner of. ſpeaking, he.may forbid the uſe-of ſome 
expreſſions. which ard generally received, and may 
bring. into uſe and practiſe thoſe 'ways, of ſpeaking 
which - have begh looked: upon as obſolete and un- 
couth,and this exther-jn common Diſcourſe or'in Writ- 
ing. So that Cufgw jner2 exerciſes ſo:unalterable an 
Authority over the {1gnification of Words, that the 
| Greek and Roman Pawers were too little to ſubdue 
it, and which for-that reaſon hath by ſome been 
called a fantaſtical -and an unjuſt Tyrant, equally 
So ancng both Princes and common People ; this 
Cuſtom, I ſay, of which even in Europe we complain 
ſo-much, .1s ſubmiffive and humble in. China, and is 
content to-alter and give way when the Emperor 
- One would imaginethat this unlimited power ſhould 
often occaſion very. unfortunate. Events in the Go- 
vernment, and indeed it ſometimes hath, as nothing 
in this World is without its: Alloy -of inconvenience. 
Yet ſo_many. are the Provifions, and ſo wiſe the Pre- 
cautions which the. Laws have preſcribed to prevent - 
them, that a Prince.muſt be. wholly inſenſible of his 
own:Reputation, and eyen-[atereſt, as well as of the 
Publick Good, whocontinues long in the che abule of 
s:Authoney,  ' , apy "I 
Fer if he hath any regard for his Reputation, there 
are three things which will prevail wita him to Govern 
by Juſtiggand nat Paſſion. - Firſt, the old Law-givers 
have fromthe farſt Foundation of the Government 
made:this a ſtanding Maxim, that Kings are-properly 
. the Fathers of cheir, People, and, not Maſters placed 
inthe Thione only.to beſerved by Slayes,.,, Wherefore 
itis thatin all AgestheirEmperor.is called Grand-Fa-- 
ther, and of -all-his Tizles:ot- Honour, their is none 
- which he likes to be called by fo well-as 
+ Tefo. this. - This Idea of their Prince is ſo 
| i deeply 


ies 


of 
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deeply imprinted in the minds of his People, and of 
his Mandarins, that when they make any Panegyrick - 
in the praiſe of their Emperor,” it is upon the Topick 

'of his Aﬀection to his People. "Their Teachers and 
their Philoſophers confſtantlyiſer forth in their Books 
that the State is but a large Family, and that he who 


G J knows how to Govern the one, 15 the beſt capable of 


Ruling'the other. So that if the Prince negle&s ne- 
verſo little:the praftice of this Maxim, he may be a 


| i good Warriour, an able Politician, a learned Prince, 
F and yermeect with little or no- eſteem from his People. 


They: do | not form their Chara&er of their Prince 
from theſe or ſuch like qualities, his Reputation en- 
creaſes or diminiſhes with them, 1n proportion as he 
" ors not a Father to them. 
' . Secondly, Every Mandarin may tell the Emperor 
of. his faults, provided it be in ſuch a ſubmiflive man- 
ner as 1s agreeableto that veneration and profound re- 
ſpea: which is due to him ;"the manner they uſaally 
take to bring it about is this The Mandarin who 
erceives any thing in the Emperors management diſa- 
orecable to their Conſtitution or Laws, draws up a 
equeſt, in which, after having ſet forth the reſpe&t 


requ 
which he bears towards his Imperial Majeſty, he moſt - 


humbly prays his Prince that he will pleaſe to refle& 
upon the Antient Laws and good Example of thoſe 
holy Princes, his Predeceſfors : afcerwards he takes 
notice wherein he apprehends that his Prince hathrde- 
viated from them. . bo 
© This Requeſtlies upon a Table among many other 
Petitions hich re daily preſented, and which the 
Emperor is obliged to Read: if he does not hereupon 
change his Condu&, - he is put in mind of it again, as 
often as the Mandarinhath Zeal and Courage to do 
it, for they had need of 'a great deal of both who 
dare _ thus to expoſe themlyesto their Princes 


indigna 


us 


A 
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> "A kirtle before T arrived at Pekin, one who had an 
Office in that Court, which is appointed for the inſps- 


' &ion into the Mathematicks; hat the Courage to ad- - |, - 


3 
- 


 viſethe Emperor in the ie manner, concerning 
the Education of the Prince his:Son, ſerting forth thar 
4nftead of breeditig him' up'to Learning and Know- 
ledg, his*Tutors made it their whole care and endea- 
your to make him expert in the buſineſs of War, to 
ſhoot with the Bow,” and to manage his Arms. Ano- 
- "ther fer the'Emperor know that he went too often 
"from his Palace, and'that contrary to the-Cuſtoms.of 
"the" Antient Kings he made too long ſtays in_Tar- 
tary. This Prince-who' was one of the moſt haughty, 
'as well as the moſt Politick Governours that ever {at 
"1n'the Throne, ſeemed to.pay ſome deference and re- 
ſpearo their Advice. Nevertheleſs, fince theſe his 
/Journies into Tartary contributed much to the pre- 
Aerving his Healch, the Princes of his Houſhold beg- 
ged of him to regard that more than the idle whim- 
"hes of particular Men, | 33h 
-» As forthe Mathematician who had troubled him- 
TeIf with what did not belong to him, the Education 
of the Prince, he was turned ont of his Office, and 
the reſt of: his Feſlow-Officerz, tho they had 'no hand 
in'the buſne(s;” were deprived'ot a years Salary. This 
"4method hath been practiſed for a Jon g time 1h China, 
-and their Hiſtories take notice that no means has been 
forend fo powerful as this' ro oblige their Emperors, 
when they a&t amiſs, to rettrn to their Duty, alcho' 
this means proves often dangerous to thoſe particular 
perſons who make uſe of it. 1 © 


4 


F 
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theſe-perſons by himſelf, and without. Communica- 
tion With the others, as things fall out, ſets them down 
' Ina looſe Paper, and puts theſe Papers thro' a Chink 
into an Office ſet apart. for this purpole.. ; In theſe 
Papers both the Emperors. Vertues and. Faults are ſet 


"op with the ſame liberty and impartiality, Such 4 
day, Tay they, the Princes behaviour was unſea[onable 


and intemperate, be [poke after a manner which did not 
'became his Dignity. The puniſhment which be inflifted on 
[uch an Officer was rather the effe& of bu Paſſion, than 
the reſust.of his Tuſtice. In ſuch an affair he ſtop'd the 
Sword of Fuſtice, and pct abrogated the Sentence 
paſſed by the Magiſtrates, Or elle, - He enter'd Courage- 
ouſly into a War for the defence of his People, and for 
the maintenance of tht honour of his Kingdom, At ſuch 
a time be mage an honourable Peace. He gave ſuch and 
ſuch marks of bis love to his People, Natwithſ anding 
the commendations given bim by bis Flatterers, he was 
po: puffed up, but behaved . himſelf madeſs ly, bis words 
were tempered with all the ſweetneſs and humility . poſ- 
ſible 3, which made bim more loved and admired by bs 
Court than ever, And 1n_this manner they fet down 
every ſpe that occurs in his Adminiſtration. 

" But thac neither fear, on the one ſide, nor hope 
on the other, may byaſs theſe Men to a partialicy in 
the account they give of . their. Prince: this Office..is 
never opened during that Princes hife, or while agay 
of his Family fit ia the Throne. When che Crown 

oes 1n another Line, , which often happens, all theſe 
oole Memoirs are, gathered together, and after they 
have compared them, to come. co the, more certain * 
knowledg of che Truth, they from chem Campoſe 
the Hiſtory of that Emperor,. to, propoſe him as an 
Example to. Poſterity, if he have acted wiſely, or co 

"Expoſe him. to the common, Cenlure. and Odium of 
"the ,People, if he have been negligent of his own 
fy uty and his Peoples good... When a Prince loves 
bhour and Glory, 0 lees that it is not in the power 
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of Flattery and Impoſture to perſuade the People to. 
jive it him, he will then be cireumſpe and cautious 
how he behaves himſelf daring the whole Reign. 
Intereſt, which has a far greater command over 
ome tempers than the love of Reputation, is as great 
a motive to the Emperor to be guided by the ancient 
Cuſtoms, and to adhere to the Laws. They are 6 
wholly made for his advantage, that he cannot violate 
them without doing ſome-prejudice co his own Autho- 
rity 3 nor can he make new and unuſual Laws, with- 
out expoling his Kingdom co the'danger of Cliange 
and Confafion. © Not chat the Grandees of his. Courr, 


or his Parliaments, how zealouſly foever they may {| 


ſeem to aſſert their Antient Cuſtoms, are eaſily: pro- 
voked to a revolt, or to make uſe of their Princes Go- 
vernment, as'art occaſion to - diminiſh his Authority. 
_ Altho' there are fome Examples of this in Hiſtory, 
yet they feldom occur, and- whenever they do, ic is 
under ſuch Circumſtances as ſeem to go 4 great way 
toward their juſtification” TD | 

' But ſuch is the temper of the Chineſe, that when 
their Emperor is full-of Violence and Paſſion; of my 
' negligent of his Charge, the fame Spirir of Perverſe- 

nel poſſeſſes alſo his Subjets. Every Mandarin 
thinks himſelf the Sovereign of his Province or City, 


when he does not perceive: it raken care of by a S1- 

perior Power. The chief Miniſters ſell Places tothoſe 

who are unfit to fill them. The: Vice-Roys become 

ſo. many httle Tyrants. The Governours obſerve no- 
\more the Rules of Juſtice. The People by theſe means 
oppreſſed and trampled under-foot, -and-by Conte 

quente” miſerable, are eaſily ſtirred +up 6+ Sedition. 
Rogues multiply-and commit Infolencies in Compa- 
nies ; and in a' Country where the Peaple' are almoſt 
innumerable, numerous Armies'do in-an/inſtant-get 
together, who wait for nothing but an.opportumity, 
under ſpectotis pretefices;” to diltarb che' Publick Peace 
and Quier. oF: 
Suck 


Such beginnings-4s theſe have occaſioned faral 
Conſequences, :and-have oftentimes put Chins under 
the comraand of-new Maſters. So that the beſt and 
ſureſt way for an-Emperor to eſtabliſh himſelf in his 
Throne, is to give an exad& regard ny an intire obe- 
-dience to thoſe'Laws, whoſe goodneſs have been con- 
firmed by the experience of more than four thouſand ' 


years. | i | 
©. *This is the ordinary Form of Government which 
the Laws preſeribe The Emperor, hath two Sove- 
reign Councils 3 'the one is called the Extraordinary 
pancil,” and is. compoſed of Princes of the Blood 
only ;” the other, cailed the Council in Ordinary, 
has -befides the Princes ſeveral Miniſters of State 
named Colaos admitted-/into it. Thele are they who 
examine all the Affairs of State, and-make their re- 
port''to the Emperor, from whom they have their 
final determination. Befide theſe there is at Pekir 
{ix«-Sovereign Courts, whoſe Authority extends over 
all the Provinces of Chins, each of theſe Courts have 
their different - Matters afligned to them, of which 
they are totake Cogniſance : the Names of them, and 
whatiscommirted to their Judgment; are as follows. 
The Court called Lipou, preſfidewover all the Man- 
darins, and does give: them, .and' take away. from 
them their Offices..- That called Houpow looks after 
the Treaſury, * and takes care of dg the Taxes. 
That called Lipow: 15-to look after che Antient Cu- 
-ſtoms'; ro this Court 1s alſo committed the care of 
Religion, of Sciences and Arts, ..and of Foreign Af - 
fairs. That called Pimpou has charge over the Soldiery 
and its Officers. . That called Himpon takes Cognilance 
of all Criminals. That: called Compon looks after all _ 
publick Buildings, and all the Emperor's. Houſes and 
Palaces. Each of theſe Courts are divided in ſeveral 
Offices, ſome of them into fiſteen ; the Principal of 
whith Offices is managed by the Preſident and two 
Ailiſtants, who have the _ inſpe&tion into thote, 


- things 


* 


ig 
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things which come under-the Notice of that Court : . þ 


the reſt are under Offices, and confGiſt of a Prefi- 
fident' and ſeveral Counſellors, all of which are ſub- 
je&i-ro the Prefident of the Principal. Office, from 
whom'there w no- Appeal. 

"But becauſe'it is the Emperor's Intereſt to keep ſuch 
conſiderable Bodies as theſe fo far under, as that it 
may not lie in their power to weaken the Empegor's 


Authority, or to* enterpriſe any thing q 5p <a : 


State; car8 is taken that tho? each of theſe {x Courts 
have their particular Gharges of which they. are con- 
Kicuted ſole Judges, yer-no conhiderable thing can be 
brought co perfection -and maturity. without the. joyne 
help and mutual concurrence of all theſe Courts; I 
explain my feif by che"1nſtance of War : the number 
of ohis Troops; - the . quality. of their. Officers, the 
march of the Armies, are-.provided. for by the fourth 
Court, but the Money to pay them.'muſt be had from 
the ſecond, - So. that ſcarce any: one thing of- Conſe- 
quence to the Stace can-be promoted without the _tn- 
ſpetionof many, and oftimes-of ail the Mandarins, . 

- /The ſecond: means: ufed by the Emperor, for- this 
purpoſe, 1s toyplace- an Officer in each of «theſe 
Courts, who ha#an Eye to all their proceedings. 
He'is not, it's true, of the Council, yet he is preſent 
at all their Aſſemblies, and informed of all their Pro- 
ceedings ; we may call chis Officer an Inſpetor. He 
-etther ptivately advertiſes-the Court, or elſe openly 
- accuſes the 'Mandarins of. the: faults which they.com- 
mic/in-their private. Capacities as: welt..as of thoſe 
which they commit #n the Exectition of their Qthce: 


He obſerves theie Actions, their Behaviour, and even 
their Words, ſo-that nothing eſcapes .hisnotice, I am 

told that he who. once undertakes thus, Employ, can 

never quit-1t- for; anyother,..that ſo-the hopes of a 

betrer Preferment may never tempt him, to, be Part 

_ to'any one,/nor-the-fear of laohing his Place, fright 
him from'acculing thoſe who. misbehave. cheml3lvcs. 
| 6&8. " oy | 
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Of theſe Officers whom they call Col# even the Princes 
of the Blood Rand-jin' awe © afd 1 remember that one 
of the* pepteety, of the Nobility havitig-built'a Houle 


than the Cuſtom of Chims ſuffers; 
pull it dowtiif' # few days, 'when he 


= _—_— that "ond of theſe Inſpe&ors ralked of ac- 
go the Piovirichs they are under the itrimediate 


Wo 'of two ſorts of Vice-Roys. 
6s of 6ne Province only. Thus there i is 
at 'Pekin, at Canton; or at Nankim, of 
vther Town bur a hele diſtant from the chief 


ar £2 4 


in any: 


one ViceRoy 


4 


One ſort has 


City: of the Province.” Beſtdes'this, theſe Provinces 
are under the Govertiment of other Vice:Roys, who _ 

called Tſoumo, arid have under their Juriſdiat 
two. or three, nay ſometimes four Provinces. 
"There'is tis Prince in Europe whoſe Dominions are 


of Pf hrg' 
neral Officers* 


# extenc'as'1s the Juriſdiction of theſe Ge- 
yet how grear ſoever cheir” Authority 


54 <6 be, chey do in'no wiſe diminiſh"thar of 


if wy 


that they never claſh or contend with 
"their Adminiſtrations. 


rhichit a thei Lg—_ Governiour, 


cular Vice-Roys $5 and each of theſe two. Y 
ve their particular Right ſo welt fertled” 


each 


Theſe have” all 'of them in'their ſereral Lordfhips 

Me Courts,” of the ſame nature with thoſe at- Pekin * 
dy deſcribed, "but'are ſubordinate to them, fo 
<hitfrom'theſc they Appeal to'them: rfere are beſide 
theſe" Rveral other mferior Offices for the propating 
buſjneſs, 'or tor finiſhing it” according tothe 'extenc 
tit C8tfitnifons: There arethree ſortsof Towns, 


and 


rins who” Adminiſter Ju- 


Monet”: bg Citieshere is this difference, 


tothe Juriſdiction of the ' General Officers of the 
Capital 


oſe & $5 third -fort” or rank ate ſubordinate 
of the ſecond, 'as thofe'of the ſecond are to 


chemi; of "the firſt ; ' theſe of the' firſt rank are ſab- 
A 
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Capital Cities, according as the nature of things res 
quire, andall the Judges, be their Quality what jt will 
in the Ciyil Government, have their dependance on 
the VieeRoo, in whom reſides the Imperial Autho- 
rity. He from time. to. time convenes the principal 
Mandarins of his Province, to take Cogniſanee of 
the good or bad Qualities of the Governours, Lieute- 


nants,. and. even inferior. Officers ;.he: ſends private |. 


Diſpatches to Court to.inform the Emperor, who. mil- 
behave themſelves, who are either. therefore. depri- 
ved of their Offices, or elſe cited to appear and offer 
' what they have.to ſay 1n their juſtification. | 

 Onthe other hand the Vice:Roy's Power, 1s coun- 
terpoiſed by. that of the great Mandarins who are a- 
bout him,-and who may. accuſe him when. they are 


fatisfied that it is. neceſſary for the publick' Good. | 


But-that which principally. keeps him upon his Guard 
15 that WED Pr —_ evil pala3an08 ar. oppreſſed 
by him, . may. Pecitzon. the Emperor in Perſon for his - 
removal, 
'The Ie 
ſwer for-1t at. his, peril. It is his fault, ſay the Laws, 
if Diſturbances ſpring up; in his Family, that is in 
the. Province over ;which he has the Charge, He 
ought...to regulate. the Conduct of the: Mandarins 

under. him, that fo the.-People may not ſuffer by their 

ill management... When, Fa like their Maſters, 
they..do,not; deſire. to, change them ; and. when the 

Yoke iseakie, it is a pleaſure to bear it... ._ | 

But becauſe private Perſons cannot-eafily come at 
the Court, and becauſe the. juſt Complaings of his 

. People, cannot always-reach the Ears:oft cheir Prince, 
(eſpecially.in Chins where the Goyernours eafily cor- 

rupt with. Bribes.che-General Officers, and they the 

, Supreme.Courts; ) the Emperar diſperſes up and down 


Infurretion or Diſturbance 1s laid at his 


 . fecret Spies, Perſons of known Wildony and Repu- 


eation ; thele in every Province by their cunning ma: 
nagement, 


.and that another may be, ordered. them. F. 


y which if ic continues three days he muſt an- þ 
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nagement, inform themſelves from the Country-men, 
Tradeſmen or others, after what manner the Manda- 
rins behave themſelves in the execution of their Offices. 
When from' their private, but certain Tnformations, 
or rather when by the publick Voice, which ſeldom 
impoſes on ns, they are acquainted with any Diſ- 
order. Then they publickly own their Commiftion 


[ ' from the Emperor; they take up thoſe Criminal 


Mandarins, and manage the Cauſe againſt them, 
This heretofore kept all the Judges to their Duty ; 


| butfince the Tarrars have been Maſters of China, theſe 


Officers have been laid aſide; in as much as ſome of 


|. them abuſed their Commiſlion, enriching themſelves 


by caking ' Money of the Guilty tro conceal their . 
Faults, and of the Innocent, whom they threatned 


, : to accuſe as Criminal. - Nevertheleſs, that ſo uſefnl a 


means of keeping the Magiſtrates to their Duty may 
not be wholly loft : the Emperor himſelf, who has a 
tender love for his Subje&s, hath thought 1t his Duty 
 tovifitin Perſon each Province, and co hear himſelf 
the Complaints of his People ; which he performs 
with ſuch a diligence as makes him the Terror of his 
Mandarins, and the Delight of his People. Amongſt 


' | - the great variety of Accidents which have happened 


to him during thoſe his Progreffes, they report” thag 
being once ſeparated from his Attendants, he ſaw an 
old Man weeping bitterly, of whom he enquired 
what was the occaſion of his Tears. Sir, ſaid the 
old Man, who did not know to whoth he ſpoke, I 
have but one Son who was the Comfort of my Life, 
and on whom'lay the whole Care of my Family, a 
Mandarin of Tartary has deprived me of him ; which 
hath made me helpleſs at preſent, and will make mg 
ſo as long as I' live; For how can I, who'am fo poor 
and friendleſs, oblige fo great a Man as he, to make 
me Refticucion? That's nor ſodifhcult as you Tmagine, 
| faid*the Emperor ; get up bchind me and direct mg 

to his Honlſe, who has done you this Wrong. "The 

a6 S 3 g20d 


good Man complied without any-Ceremony, .and in 


ewo hours time they both [gat ta..the; Mandarin's 
Houſe, who little expected 'fa-exrraordinary aV4fir. 
| Intthe interim the Guards,” andi.a.great Company. of 
Lords, after a*grear deal of ſearch made, came thither, 
ſome of which acrended without, others: naar 
the Emperor, not knowing what: the. bufineſs:was 
which brought him there. Baka the Emperor -haying 
Convicted the Mandarin-of :the Violence of-which 
he was accuſed, condemn'd him'on the ſpot ;toxdeath 3 
afterward turnhing' round to the afflited Fathen,who 
'had loſt his Son :+ To-make you a good Recompgnee 
For. your loſs, ſays he, aiter a grave:and ſerious man- 
yer, I give you the Office of the Craminal who is 
"juſt now dead ; but take care to Execute it with-E- 
quity, and let his Puniſhment, as-weli-as his Crime» 
prove for-your'' Advantage, for fear leſt you in your 
turn are made-an Example to others. 


They have/{till a farther means to, obligethe Vace- 
Roys and other Governours to a ſtrict. care: -of;their 
Charge, which Expedient I do not believe:any;(Go- 
vernment or: Kingdom, tho' never ſo: ſevere, did. e- 
ver yet make uſeof; + Ir is this, every Governour-1s 
obliged from time:to._ time-with all humility and fin- 
cerity'to own and acknowledge the fecret.or publick 
Faults committed by himſelf in his Adminiſtration, 
and tolend'the acchunt- in writing up:to Court, This 
15 a more troubleſome buſineſs to: comply'-withz than 
one readily '1magines, foron-one fide it 15 an-unealic 
thing to accuſe our ſelves of thoſe things which we 
know will be puniſhed by the Emperor, tho! mildiy. 
-On the other {ide it /is 'more dangerous to diſſembic 
them; for 1f by chance they: are:accuſed of chem 1n 
the Inſpe&or's' Advertiſement, -the: leaſt Fault; which 
the Mandarin ſhall have concealed will be big enough 
to turn him our of his Miniſtry.  Sothat the beſt way 
15 to make a lincere.confeifion of ones Faults, and co 
purchaſe a Pardon for them by Money, which in Chin 
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has the Vertue of blotting out all Crimes, which Re- 
medy notwithſtanding is no ſmall puniſhment for a 
Chineſe; the fear of ſuch a puniſhment makes him of- 
times-exceeding circumſpe& and careful, and ſome- 
times evert Virtuous againſt his own Inclinations. 

| After theſe Proviſions which the Laws make, as. 
have faid, they give the following Dire&ions how to 
proceed . in the buſineſs of puniſhing Criminals. 
There is no need of having a Warrant to carry them 
before the Magiſtrate, nor that the Magiſtrate ſhould 
 fit'in a Court of Juſtice to hear the Accuſation and 
Plea of the Criminal. Such Formalities as theſe are 
not inſiſted on there. Wherever the Magiſtrate ſees 
a Fault, there he has power to puniſh 1t on the ſpot, 
be it 'm the Street, in the Highway, or in a privats 
Houſe, it is all one; he may take up a Gameſter, a 
Rook, or a Debauchee, and without more Formalities 
heorders ſome of his Attendants to give him twenty oc 
thirty Stripes: after which, as tho' nothing extraordi- 
nary had happened he goes on his Journey without 
any 'concernment.” Notwithſtanding this puniſhment 
the Perſon'damaged may accule the ſame Criminal a- 
'gainin a Superior Court, where he 1s tried, the reſulc 
of which'is uſually a farther puniſhment. 
- Farther, the Plaintiff:may in common Caſes bring 
his Adtion in any Higher Magiſtrates Court, even be- 
fore it has been pleaded in an Inferior Court. I mean, 
an Inhabictane of -a Town of- the firſt Rank may 
forthwith apply himſelf ro the Governour of -the. Ca- 
pital City of the Province, or even to the Vice:Roy, 
without having it examined before; the Governour of 
his own Town; and when it: once comes before 2 
\\Supertor Judge;: the Inferior ones may not take Cog- 
nizance-of it, -tinleſs- it be: deputed/to them by thoſe 
Superior Judges, as it often 15- - When the Cauſe is 
of preat Conſequence, ' there lies an Appeal from 
the Vice-Roy to: one of the-Supreme Courts at Pekin, 
according tq-the-Nature of the Afair, where thg 
fn RE © 4 -. Caulg 
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Cauſe is examined 11-one-of-the under Offices,” who 
make their report to the Preſident of the Supreme Of- 
fice, who gives Sentence after he has adviſed with hig 
Afiitants, and communicated his Opinion to. the 
Colaos, who carry jt to the Emperor. Sometimes the 
Emperor-defires better Information, ſometimes gives 
Sentence on'the ſpot, and in his Name the Supreme 
. Court makes 2 brief of the Sentence, and. ſends- it to 
the YVice-Roys for them to-put it in Execution. AiSen- © 
rence pronounced in this manner 15s irrevocable, they 
call it the Holy Commandment; that 1s to fay,'the 
Commandment, which is without defe& or partiality. 

| You will think 1r-doubtleſs an inconceivable thing, 
that a Prince ſhould have time to examin himſelf the 
Affairs of fo valt an Empire as is that of Chins. 7 Bur 
befides that Wars and Foreign Negotiations: never 
ſpend his time, which in Europe is almoſt the (ole bu- 
{1neſs of the Councils, beſides this, I ſay, their Af- 
fairs-are ſo-well digeſted and ordered, that he can 
with half an Eye ſee to which Party he ought to in- 
cline'in- his Sentence, and this becauſe there Laws. are 
fo plain;'that they Jeave no room for Intricacy. or-Di- 
ſpute. - So that two hours a day is time enoughforthat ' 
Prince to Govern himſelf an Empire of that extent, 
thac were there other Laws niight find Employment 
for thirty Kings. -So'true ic is that the Laws of China, 
are wiſe, plaim, well underſtood, and exaftly ade- 
quate to the particular Genius and Temper of that 
Nation. © a Ew. Ne 

| GH je your Eminence a general Notion of .this, 
I ſhall chink ic ſufgient toremarkto yau three things, 


which axe exceeding conducive to the publick Peace, 
and af@ as it were the very Soul of the Government. 
The firſt is the Moral Principles which are inſtilled 
into the People, The ſecond is the Policical Rules 
which, are ſet-up in every thing. The third is the 
Maxims of good Policy which are, or ought to be every 
waere oblerved, KT $7 aL 


The 
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The firſt.Moral Principle reſpects private Families, 
and injoyns Childrengfuch 2 Love, ,Qbedience, and 
Reſpect for their Parents, that neither che ſeventy of 
their treatment, the impertinency of. their old Age, 
or the meanneſs of their Rank, when the Children 
have met. with Preferment,: can.ever efface. One 
can't imagin to, what a degree of. Perfe&ion this firſt 
Principle of Nature.is improved... There .is no. Sub- 
miſfion, no point of Obedience which. the Parents 
can't:.command, or which the Children can refuſe. 
Theſe Children are obliged to. comfort them when 
alive, : and continually to. bewail them when dead. 
They Proſtrate themſelves a thouſand;times before 
theic dead Bodies, offer them Proviſions, as thot - 
they were yet alive, to ſignifie that all their Goods 
belong to " and that, fromthe. bottom of their 
Heart they: with them. in a Capacity to enjoy them. 
They bury them with a Pamp. and Expence which to 
us would ſeem extravagant, they pay- conſtantly at 
their Tombs a Tribute of Tears, which Ceremonies 
they often perform even to their. Piures, which t! 
keep: in; their Houſes with all umaginable care, whi 
they- honour with Offerings, and;with as due a re- 
ſpe&_ as they wauld cheir Parents were they yet alive. 
Their Kings themſelves are not. excuſed this piece of 
Duty, ' and the preſent. Emperor has been obſeryanc 
of it, not only to his:Predeceſffors of his own, Fami- 
ly, but even..co thoſe, who: were,not.. For. one. day 
whenin Hunting he perceived a far off the magnifi- 
cent Monument which his Father had ereaed for 
Tgourtchin, the laft Chineſe Emperor, who loſt his 
Life and Crownin a Rebellion, he ran tothe place, 
and fell on his Knees þefore the Tomb, and even 
wept, and in a. great concern for his misfortune ; O 
Prince} ſays he, O Emperor worthy of .@ better fate! 
you know that your deſtruction is na ways owing 10m; 
Jour death lies. not at our door, your Subjects brought: it 
upon you, Ut was them that betrayed jou, It is upon 
EN _ them, 
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them, and net on my Anceſtors, that Heaven muſt ſend 
down vengeayce 7 his at. Afterward he ordered 
Flambeaus to be lie, Hand Incenſe to'be offered. During 
all which time he fixed his Countenance on the ground, 
and-aroſe not till all chefe Ceremonies were'over. 
The' ordinary” term of Mourning is three years, 
during which time the Mourner'ean exerciſe no pub- 
lick Office” S9 that'a Mandarin is' obliged eo for- 
fake his Employ, 'atid a Miniſter of State his Office, 
to ſpend all that time in Grief. "If a Father be ho- 
noured after his Death as a God, /to be ſure hE is 0- 
beyed in his Familylike a Prince, over whom he ex- 
erciſes a deſpotick Power ; as abſolute Maſter nor only 
of his Eftate' which he diftributes to whom he pleaſes, 
but alſo 'of his Concubines and-Children, of hom 


he diſpoſes with that -and Power that he may 
fell hehweo' rangers when their behaviourdiſpleaſcs 
him.” If a*Father Atul his Son-of *any Crime be- 
fore a Mandarin” « needs no proof of it ; its ſu 


poſed to be true tharthe Soni is 111 the Faulc if the Ba- 
thi be -dilpleaſed. This Paternalt Power is of that 
extent,” thatthere iO Father but may take his Son's 
Life away, if he'will ſtick to his Accufation. / When 
we ſeemed amazed at thi! roceedure, we were 'an- 
fivered; Who underftandsthe merit of the Son better 
thaw'the' Father, who has brought him up; educated 
him, #nduch a long time obſerved all his Actions? 
And & gl can a "Pcrſonhave' a | greafer Love, or 


e If therefore” he 


Sondemns him, reed, can ty pronounce him guilclels 
3 ind: 1hocent ? And'when we obje&ed chat ſome Per- 
op Tons have an: A, diflike*of ny and that Fa- 


*dren'; th 
natural th " avs 


75s Beaſts he chactieſt of which ad 
heir young ones for' a Frolickz but 
ſuppoſi Ing 
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Appoloes therg be lugh Manſters. th gr on their 
En by, their. modeſty and ſweerne 
Ghiren and (of rachers, Bi ng all, ay they, the the 
oye af their Cleo b4 is {p.dee ply: mpprias Ad the 
Hearts aEPartnGet that antiparh ordillies unlaſ 
—_ and 


V d inflamed by-the undi 

di orderly behaviaus of their uogggyul ry nevererale. 
-1If.3t ſhould happen that a Son. 1 be-ſo infolenc 

w5ty mack his Parents, or arriyeco that. 6 height of fury 

and. madneſs gs to lay violent. hands mz it. 

os Whole Empire s concern, _ Province where 


ed.1s allarmed. |. The 


ror himſelf judges che C , Al 
r the fs be are {ured Out, & pecully 
ie ar Town, 
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thatthis Action would not be very acceptable to his 
Princes, and 'Mandarins, he forbad. them all, under 
painof death, giving'him advicetherein. They were 
all fflent* for ſome tine, hoping that of himſelf he 
would-condegan his own Condu@ inthat Affair ; but 
ſeeing that he did not, they reſolved to appear in it, 
rather than ſuffer ſa. pernicious a Precedent © 
The firſt who had'the Conrage to'pur up a requeſt 
to the Emperor 1n this matter was put to death onthe 
ſpot. + His death put nota ſtop to the Mandarinspro- 
ceedings; for adaybr two after another made his ap- 
pearance, and to ſhew all the World chat he was willing 
to Sacrifice his life for the Publick, he ordered his 
Hearſe to-ſtand -at the Palace Gate. © The Emperor 
minded not'this generous Aﬀtion, but was the rather 
more provoked at 1t;” He not only fenteticed. him to 
death, bur to terrifie*all 'others: from 'following his - 
Example, he ordered him to' be puc to the Torture.” 
One would not think it Prudence to hold out lagiger. 
The Chineſe were of another mind,' for they reWyed: 
to fall one afcer another rather than baſely to paſs 
over 1n hlence ſo baſe'an Aion: » BS 
There; was therefore a third who devoted himſelf; : 
He, like the. ſecond; ordered his Coffin to be ſet at 
the Palace Gate, and proteſted co the Emperor that he 
was 'not-able any longerto fee him ſtill guilty of his 
Crime.” What-ſball we boſe by our death, ſays he, no- 
thing but the fight of a Prince, upon whom. we can't look + 
without amazement and: horror, © Sintt you will "wot hear 
as, 'e wii go ant ſeek out yours and the Empreſs your 
Adothers Anceſtors. They"will hear our complaints, and per- 
bays 'm the'dark and ſiltney of "the nicks you 'will hear 
ours and” their Ghoſts reproach' you with your Inſuſt ice. 
The Emperor being'mote enragedithan ever at this 
Inſolence, as he called it, of bis $ulygeds, inflicted 
on this laft'the' ſeyereſt' Torments he” could was 1) | 


- . Many others encouraged by theſe Examples, exp 


' themſelves eo Tormemty and did''in effect dye the" 
For Martyrs 
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Martyrs of Filial Duty, which*they: ſtood up for with 
the laſt dropof their blood. Aclaſt this -Herojc Con- 
Rancy wearied out-the- Emperor's Eraelty 5 and whe- 
ther he was' afraid -of more-dangerous Conſequences, 
or was himſelf;convinced: of his own Fault; he-Re- 
pented, as he'wasthe-Father of his People, that he 


had ſo unwarthily pet todeathhis Children ;. and as: 


a Son of the Empreſs he was troubled 'that he had: ſo 
long miſuſed his her. He recalled her therefores 
reſtored her to'her former Dignity, and after that.the 
more: he; honoured her, the more was he himſelf 
honoured of his Subjeas, * 2.097 2s 
The ſecond. Moral Principle which obtains among 
_ them, is to-honour their Mandarins as they would che 
Emperor himſelf, whoſe Perſon the Mandarinsrepre- 


ſent. ; To-retain this Credit the Mandarins never ap- 


pear in Publick-without a Recinue, and Faceof Gran- 
deur that commands ReſpeR.:. They 'are always car- 
riedin a magnificent Chair open, before them go all 
the Officers of their Courts, and round them are car- 


ried all the maiks and badges of their Dory. The 


People, wherever, they- come, open to the.right and 
leke to let them paſs thro! - When they Adminiſter Ju- 


tice in their-Palaces, no body ſpeaks to them.but on 


their Knees, be they of what Quality they will, and 


fince they can at any time. command any: perſons 


to be whipped, \no- one comes near them without 
trembling. ©..." - FILE 705M 

N , etofore-when any Mandarin took a Journey, 
. all the" 


Services, conducting, him with all Solemnicy chro? 
. their Terricory; now when he leaves his Office 
which he has/Adminiſtced to the ſatisfation of all 


Men, they give him ſuch marks'of honour; as would: 


"Engage the moſt . ſtupid.to the" love: of Virtue/:and 


Juſtice. When.he-is taking his leave in order royiay'/ 
down tvs Qffice, {almoſt all che Inhabitants +$o-um! 


hs 


Iatabitatits: of. the Towns thro' which he” 
palled ran ina croud to meet him, and profer. their". 
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he Highways, ahd plzce theniſelves fome here, fome 
there for '4lmoſf fourteen 'or fifteen Miles. together. 
Sq that every where 'in_ the Road, one ſees Tables 
handfornly painted, "with Satin, "Table- Cloaths,. C0- 
vered' wittt Weet:! meats, Tea and other Liquors. . 
Frery one "altnb{t” conſtrains -hira; co ſtay, to lit 
aw 27 and cat or drink ſotncthin en he'leaves 
one, ba ſtops him, and thus he fpends the whole 
y- among the 7 og and Z-oauoariogs, of his 
Of le. "Nd; whn ode 
fires'to have Bimething which comes from off lim. 
Some take his Boots, others his Cap, ſome his. 8 
Cvar? but they who take any thing, giye him 3no- 
er e fame. tort, and before he' is quit of this 


j ſornetitnes he dens that he has had lite 
Iiffere tr pairs of * 46 oy 


"*Fhen he hears kitnſelF called'; publick Penefattor 
the preſtfver atid Father of his People. They, be 
wail the loſs of him with wet Eyes; and a Mai Made 
Tin miſt be ver infenhible indeed, if he does no 
tis tare} thed a PE or two, when he ſees ſug 11 | 

Fel ' For the vg zhabirants are "Dor 
deft, and when 
mY IN fy Governor, ji 
er nt at his de arture, ast 

at Ces good ons, .. 
niet dren pay Þ 


ople to their Governors, .is t 
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courtefie in them. This, ſay they, is that which makes 
the diſtin&ion between Man and Beaſt, or between 
the Chimeſe and other Men :, they pretend alſo that the 
Difturbance. of (verg] Kingdoms 1s owing to the 
rough and unpoliſhed Temper of their Subjects, For 
thoſs Tempers which fly out into Rudeneſs and Paſ: 
ſion, ,perpetually embroiled in Quarrels, which uſe 
neither Refpe@,nar Complaiſance toward. any, are 
fted'ro be Incendiaries and Diſturbers of the pub- 
lick Peace. On the contrary, People who Honour 
and, Reſpe&t each other, who can ſuffer an Injury, 
and diflemble,or ſtifle it; who religiouſly obſerve 
that difference which either. Age, Quality, or Me- 
rit have made} a'Pgople of this amp. are naturally 
lovers of, Order, and when they do amils it is not 
without Violence to their: own Inclinations, | 
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together, and carry them almoſt to the ground, bow- 
ing your whole Body; if you Pay by a Perſon of E- 
minent Quality , or receive ſuch an one into your 
Houſe, -you muſt bend one Knee, and remain in that 
Pofture *cill he whom you thus Salnte takes you up, 
which he always does immediately. But when a Man- 
darin appears in publick, it would be a Criminal ſau- 
_cineſs to SaJute him in any fort of Faſhion, unleſs ypa 
have occaſion to ſpeak to him : you muſt ſtep afide a 
lietle, and holding your Eyes on the ground, and your 
Arms croſs your Sides, ftay till he be gone paſt you. 
 Altho'very familiar Acquaintance make Viſits with- 

out any Ceremony, yet for thoſe Friends who are not 
fo, Cuſtoni has preſcribed aſe form of Vifiting. 
'The Viſiter ſends his Servant before wich 'a piece of 
red Paper, 'on which 1s wrote his own name, and a 
'great many marks of Reſpe& tothe Perſap he Vilits, 
according as his Dignity or Quality is. When this 
meſſage is received, the Viſitor comes in, and meets 
witha reception an{werableto his Merit. The Perſon 
viſited ſometimes ſtays for the Vifitorin the Hall, with- 
"out going out to meethim, or if hebe of a much $4- 
periour Quality without riſing from his Seat : ſome- 
times he meets the Viſitor at his Door; ſometimes ks 
goes out into the Court-Yard, and ſometimes even in- 
to the Streat to bring him'in. When they come into 
view, they both run and make a low Bow.” They fay 
+bur lictle, their Complements arein form, one knows 
what hemfivſtſay, and'theother how he muſt anſwer; 
they never bear cheirBrains, like us, - to find\out new 
Complements, and fine Phraſes. _ Atevery Gate they 
make a halt where the Cerenjonies begin afreſh, and 
' the Bows are renewed to make each gofirſt ; they uſe 
bur two ways of fpeaking on this Occalion, which are 
Tjm; that is, pray be pleaſed to enter, and Poucan, it muſt 
not be» Each of them repeats his word four or five times, 
and then the Stranger ſuffers himſelf to be fr 
and goes oh to the next Door, where the ſame thing 
begins anew. | When 


| 
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- When they come.to the Room where they are to 
ſtay, they ſtand near che Door on a row, and every 
one bows almoſt to the ground ; then follow the Ce- 
remonies of kneeling, and going on this or that fide 
to give the right Hand, then the Chairs are ſaluted 
(for they have their Complements paid them as well 
asthe Men, they rub them to take all Duft away ; and 
bow in a reſpe&ive manner to them) then follow the 
Contentions about the firſt Place ; yet all this makes 
no Confufton.' Uſe has made it natural to the Chineſe, 
they know before what themſelves, and what others: 
| are to do, every one ſtays till the others have done in 
their order what 1s expected, ſo that there happens no 
__ Confuhon or Diſturbance, 

It muſt be owned that this is a great piece of Fa- 
tipue, - and after ſo many Motions and different Po- 
ſtures in which they ſpend a quarter of an hour before 
they are to ſit down; it muſt be own'd they have 
need enough of reſt. The Chairs are ſet ſo thiat eve- 
ry Body fits oppoſite to one another 3 when you are 
ſate, you muſt fit ſtraight, not lean back, your Eyes 
muſt look downward, your Hands muſt be ſtretched 
on your Knees, your Feet even, not acroſs, with a 
grave and compoſed behaviour, not be over-forward to 
{peak. The Chineſe think that a Viſtt conſiſts not 1 
mutual Converſe ſo much as in outward Complement 
and Ceremony, and in China the Viſitor may truly 
and properly ſay he comes to pay his Reſpect, for 
oftimes there is more honours paid than words ſpoken. 

A Miflionary did aver to me,that a Mandarin made 
him a Viſit, in which he ſpoke never a word to him; 
This is always certain, that they never overheat them- 
| ſelves with diſcourſing, for one may generally ſay of 
them that they are Statues or Figures placed in a 
Theatre for Ornament, they have fo little of Difcourls 
and ſo much of Gravity. 1» 

Theic Speech is mightily ſubmiſſive and humble,you 
will never hear them lay, by Ex:mple, Iam obliged ta 
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your for the favour you bave done me, but thus , The 


favour which my Lord, which my Inſtrutter bas granted 


to me, who am little in bis Ejes; or who am bis Di[- 
ciple, bas extremely obliged me. Agai , they don't ſay, 
I make bold to preſent you with a ym Curiofities of my 
Country 3 bat The Servant takes the liberty to offer to bis 
Lord a few Curioſities which came from his mean and 
wile Country. Again, not Whatſocever comes from your 
Kingdom or Province is well worked; but Whatſoever 
comes from the precious Kingdom, the noble Province of 
the Lord is extraordinary fine, and exceeding well wrought. 
In like manner 1n all other Caſes, they never fay I 
or You in the firſt or ſecond Perſon ; but »we your 
Servant, me your —— me your Subjet. And in- 
ſtead of ſaying Tov, they lay rhe Doffor ſaid, the Lord 
did, the Emperor appointed, It would be a great piece of 

Clowniſhneſs to ſay otherwiſe, unleſs to our Servants. 
- During the Viſit the Tea goes round two or three 
times, where you muſt uſe a Ceremony when you 
take the Diſh, when you carry it to your Mouth; or 
when you return it to the Servant. When you de- 
part it is with the ſame Ceremonies with which you 
came in, and you conclude the Comedy with the ſame 
Expence you began it. Strangers are very uncouth at 
playing their parts herein, and make great blunders, 
The reaſonable part of the Chineſe ſmile at them and 
excuſe them others take exceptions at it, and defire 
them to learn and practice before they venture in pub- ' 
lick. ' For. this reaſon they allow Ambaſſadors forty 
days to prepare for their Audience oof the Emperor; 
and for fear they ſhould miſs any Ceremony, they 
ſend them, during the time allowed, Maſters of the 
Ceremonies,who teach them, and make them practice. 
Their Feaſts are ceremonious. even beyond what 
you can imagin, you would think they. are not invited 
to cat, but to make Grimaces. Not a mouthful of 
Meat is eat, or a drop of Wine drank but it coſts an 
kundred Faces. They have, liks onr Conſorts of 
, _ Mulch, 


—_ 
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Muſick, an Officer who beats time, that the Gueſts 
may all together in Concord take their Meat on their 
Plates, and put it into their Mouths, and lift up their 
little Inſtruments of Wood, which ſerve inſtead of a 
Fork, or put them again in their places in Order. 
Every Gueſt has a peculiar Table, without Table- 
Cloath, Napkin, Knife or Spoon ; tor every thing is 
ready cut to their Hands, and they never touch any 
thing but with two little wooden Inſtruments tipped 
with Silver, which the Chineſe handle very dexterouſly, 
and which ſerve them for an Univerſal Inſtrument. 
They begin their Feaſts with drinking Wine, which 


' is given toevery Gueſt at one and the ſame time i a 


{mall Cup of Chine er Silver, which Cup all the Gueſts 
take hold of with both Hands: every one liſts his 
Veſſel as high as his Head, preſenting their Servicd 
thereby to one another without ſpeaking, and m_—_ 
each other co drink firſt. It is enough 1f you hold 
the Cup to your Mouth only without drinking during 
the time while the reſt drink; for if the outward Ce- 
remonies are obſerved and kept, it is all one to thema 
whether you drink or not. __ 

After the firft Cup, they ſet upon every Table a 
great Veſle} of haſh'd Meat, or Ragoo. Then every 
one obſerves the moriqns of the Maſter of the Feaſt, 
who directs the Actions of his Gueſts. According as 


- he gives the ſign, they take their cwo little Inſtru- 


ments, brandiſh them in the Air,and 2s it were Preſent 
them,and.after Exerciſing them after twenty Faſhions 
which I can'texpreſs, they ſtrike them into the Diſh, 

from whence they cleaverly bring up a piece of Meat, 

winch muſt be eat neither too haſtily nor too flowly, 

fince it would be a rudeneſs either to eat before others 

or to make them ftay {or you. Then again they ex- 

erciſe, their liccle. Inſtruments; which at length they 
place on the Table in that poſture wherein they were 

at the firſt. In all this you muſt obſerve time, that 

#:| may begin and end at once, 
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A little after comes the Wine again, which is 

drank with all the. Ceremonies aforeſaid. Then 
comes a ſecond Meſs, which they dip into as. into 
the firſt, and thus the Feaſt is continued until the 
end, drinking between every mouthful, 'till' there 
have been twenty or four and twenty different Plates 
of Meat at every Table, which makes them drink 
off as many Cups of Wme; but we muſt obſerve 
chat, beſides that I have ſaid that they drink as much 
or as little as they will at a time, their Wine Cups are 
very little, and their Wine is ſmall. 
' When all the Diſhes are ſerved, which are done 
with all imaginable Order, no more Wine is brought, 
and the Gueſts may be a little more free with their 
Meat, taking indifferently out of any of theſe Diſhes 
before them, which yet muſt be done when the reſt 
of the Gueſts take out of ſome of their Diſhes, far 
Uniformity and Order is always Sacred. . At this 
| time they bring Rice and Bread, for as yet nothing 
but Meat has been brought; they bring hkewiſe fine 
Broths made of Fleſh or Fiſh, in which the Guefts, 
if they think fit, may mingle their Rice. 

They fit at Table ſerious, grave, and filent,for three 
or- four hours together. When the Maſter of che 
Houſe ſees they have all done eating, he gives the 
fign to riſe, and they go aſide for a quarter of an hour 
into the Hall or Garden to entertain and divert them- 
ſelves. Then they come again to Table, which they 
find ſet out with all forts of Sweetmeats, and dryed 
Fruits, which they keep to drink with their Tea. 
Theſe Cnſtoms fo ſtrictly enjoyned, and ſo ex- 
tremely troubleſome, which muſt be performed from 
one end to the other of the Feaſt, keeps all the Gueſts 
from eating, who do nat find themſelves Hungry ll 
they ariſe from the Fable. Then they have a great 
mind to go and Dine at Home; but a Company ot 
Strolers come and play over a Comedy, which is fo 


tedious, that it wearies, one as much as that betore - 
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the Table did. Nor 1s tediouſneſs the only fault, for 
they are commonly-very dull and very noifie, no 
Rules are obſerved, ſometimes they Sing, ſometimes 
bawl, and ſometimes howl, for the Chine/e have lit- 
ele skill in making Declamations. Yet you muſt not 
laugh at this folly, but all the while admire- at the 
Politeneſs of China, at its Ceremonies, Inſtituted, as 
they ſay, by the Diſcretion of the Antients, and {till 
kept up by the Wiſdom of the Moderns. 

The Letters which are wrote from one to another, 
are as remarkable for their Civilities and Ceremonies, 
which are as many and as myſterious as the others. 
They don't write in the ſame manner as they ſpeak ; 
the bigneſs of the Characters, the diſtances between 
the Lines, the innumerable Titles of Honour given 
to the ſeveral Qualities of Perſons, the ſhape of the 
Paper, the number of red, white or blue Covers for 
the Letter, according to the Perſons condition, and 
an hundred other Formalicies puzzle ſometimes the 
Brain of the moſt underſtanding men amongſt them, 
for there is ſcarce any one who 1s Secretary enough ta 
write and ſend one of their Letters as it ought to be. 

There are a thouſand other Rules'practiſed by the 
better ſort in ordinary Converſation, which you 
muſt obſerve , unleſs you would be accounted a 
Clown; and tho' in a thouſand Inſtances theſe things - 
ſavour more of a ridiculous affe&ation than of real 
politeneſs, no one can deny nevertheleſs but thas 
theſe Cuſtoms, which People obſerve ſo exactly, do 
inſpire into them a ſweetneſs of Temper, and a 
love of Order. Theſe three Moral Principles, that 
s, The Reſpe& which Children pay their Parents, The 
Veneration which all pay the Emperor and his Ofh- 
cers, and The mutual Humility and Courteſte of all 
People, work their effec the better, becauſe ſupport- 
ed by a wiſe and well underſtood Policy. The Prin- 
ciple Maxims of which are, my Lard, as follow. 
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The firſt is, never to give any one an Office in his 
own Province, and that for two Reaſons: becauſe, 
firſt, a Mandarin of ordinary Parentage is uſually 
deſpiſed by thoſe who know his Family: Secondly, 
becauſe being brought into favour and repute, by the 
great number of his Kindred and Friends, he might be 
enabled either to make, or at leaſt to ſupport a Re- 
bellion, or at leaſt it would be very difficule for him 
to execute Juſtice with an Univerſal impartiality. 

The {ſecond Maxim, is to retain at Court the 
; ren of the Mandarins imployed in the moſt con- 

1derable Offices in the Province, under pretence in- 

deed of educating them well, but 1n reality keeping 
them as Hoſtages, leſt their Fathers ſhould fall from 
that Duty which they owe the Emperor. 

The third Maxim, 1s that when one goes to Law, 
ſuch a Commiſſary is made uſe of as the Emperor 
pleaſes to name, unleſs the Office or Quality of the 
Criminal gives him the liberty to refuſe him. If the 
Emperor diſlikes the firft Sentence, he may Commil- 
fion new Judges to re examine it until the Sentence 
be agreeable to his mind. For otherwiſe it would be 
in the power of Money, or of Artifice to ſave a Man 
whoſe life would be noxious to the good of the State. 
On the other fide, fay they, we need not fear the 
* Princes Pafſion, who if he have a mind to take off a 
good Man, may find ways enough to do it without 
going fo openly about it. But it is but fitting that 
there ſhonld be'a means efficacious enough to rid the 
Empire of an 1]] Man. ; SP | 
* The fourth Maxim of Policy is never to ſell any 
Place, but to beſtow it always upon Merit; that is to 
thoſe of good life, and who by a diligent Study have 
acquainted themſelves with the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of their Country. To this end- Informations are ex- 
hibited of the Life and Manners of the Candidate, e- 
ſpecially when-a Mandarin is removed from an Inferr- 
or to a Superior Office; as for their Undctagang the 
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 Laws,they undergo ſo many Examinations and Tryals 
of it; that it isimpoſlible for an:1gnoramus to be thought 
OY ſo ſevere are the meaſures which they 
IKE -: EY | | 

i When they reſolve toſet a ©hild apart to Learning, 
they\put him to a Maſter, for the Towns of China are 
full ofSchools, where Reading and Writing are taught, 
which'tolearn well will take up ſome years. When 
the Youth has made a pretty good progreſs in this, he 
is preſented to a Mandarin of the lower Order to be 
examined. If he writes a good Hand, and makes their 
CharaRers handſomly, he is adrmitted among choſe 
who apply themſelves to the knowledge of Books, and 
endeavourtoobtaina Degree. Of whichthere are three 
forts which anſwer to our Batchelor, Maſter of Arts, 
arid Do@or. - As the fortunes of the Chineſe do whol- 

cs aye upon their Capacity and Underſtanding, 
| fo they ſpend their whole life in Study. They ſay by 
Heatt alttheir Staple Books with a wonderful alacricy, 
they-make Comments on their Laws : Compoſition, 
Eloquence, Imitation and Knowledge of their antienc 
Dodors, and the delicacy and politeneſs of the nio- 
dern ones, from fix to ſixty are their conſtant employ. 
In ſome the quickneſs and readineſs of Wit ſaves them 
a-great deal of Labour, for ſome have been Doctors 
atan Ape when others can write but indifferently ; 
but theſe are Hero's amongſt the Chineſe, of which 
one in an Ape 15 enough. 

The Examinations are ftrit, Maſters of Arts ars 
created by the principal Mandarins of the Province 
Batchelors by thoſe Mandarins affiſted by a Commil- 
fary from Court ; as for Doors they Commence only 
at Pekiz ; but becauſe ſome who deſerve this Degree, 
have not wherewith to defray fo expenfive a Journy, 
what is-neceffary for it, is beſtowed on. them gratis, 
that ſo poverty may not deprive the State of the Sers 
vice of thoſe Men who may prove uſeful and bene- 


cial Q 't, | 
T 4 nray 


—oeT 7.4.4 41 


280 Of the Policy and*Government 
"Every ones Character is taken from his ability to 
Invent or Compoſe. For this purpoſe- the Candi- 
dates are ſhut'up'1n a cloſe Room , without Books, 
without any other Paper than what -is neceſlary+ for 
them'to write on. An the winle they are forbidden 
all manner of Correſpondents,' at -the Doors'-are 
placed by the Mandarins Guards, whoſe fidelity no 
' Bribes can Corrupt : the ſecond examination is yet 
more firi& , for leſt the Commiſſary ſent by the 
Court ſhould himſelf-be byafſed- thro? favour or the 
hopes of 'gain, he is not ſuffered to ſee or ſpeak-with 
any Perſon 'till the Examination is over. = 
' In Creating the Doctors, the Emperor ofteti en- 
pages himſelf; the preſent Emperor is more fear'd 
py the Candidates than any of the other Poſers, not 
only for his 'nice Exa&tneſs and rigorous Juſtice; bur 
tor his extraordinary. Abilities in judging of any-thing 
of this Nature. When the Doctors are named; they 
are preſented' to him; to three Principal of- which 
he gives Garlands of Flowers, or any other mark, of 
Honour, to' diſtinguiſh them from the reſt ; ſome of 
them likewiſe: he chuſes for Members of his Royal 
Academy, from whence they neyer remove,..unleſs 
into Poſts of-the greateſt Conlideration and Credit 
in the Kingdom: \s | L417 ati 
The gregt' number of Preſents which. they receive 
from their Kindred and Friends keeps the Do&ors 
from being poor. Every one hopes to make ſome 
edvantage from his (frrend{ſhip ; but leſt high Pro- 
motion ſhould make 'them negligent, and fit looſe to + 
eneir Studies; they ſtill undergo ſeveral Examinati- 
ons, where it they appear to have been negligent, 
they ce:tainly meet with ſeverity and reproof ; where- 
as if they have ſtill continued: to forward and 1im- 
prove their Studies, they meet with a ſuitable - en- 
couragement and reward. ne. 
” No ſmall ſhare of the Publick Good is owing to 
this Principle of Policy. The Youths, whom lee: 
202 i nei ries —- 
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neſs and ſloth never fail to corrupt, are by this con- 
ftant Employment diverted from ll Courſes, they 
have ſcarce time enough to. follow their looſe Incl:- 
nations? . Secondly, Study forms and poliſhes their 
Wits: 'People who never engage in Arts and Sci- 
' ences, are always blockiſh and ſtupid. Thirdly, all Of- 
fices are fild by able Men, andaf they can't prevent 
_ that injuſtice which proceeds from the Covetouſneſs 

and corrupt Aﬀe&ions of Officers, at leaſt they will 
take care to hinder that which ariſes from Ignozance 
and Immorality. Fourthly, ſince the places are given, 
| the Emperor may with greater Juſtice turn out thoſe 
Officers whom he ſhall find undeferving. We ought 
indeed to puniſh every Offender; yet it would be na- 
tural to bear with a Mandarin who is negligent of 
his Office for want of Underſtanding or Application, 
who, is too mild or over ſevere, ..if taking away his 
Place: would ruin his Family whoſe whole Fortune 
it may be was laid out in the purchaſe of it, when 
as if a Place be diſposd only by Donation, the Prince 
who gave it may eaſily without any. diſturbance take 
it from one, and gratifie another with it, 

Laſtly, no Fees are paid for the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice. The Judge whoſe Office coſt him nothing, 
and who has his Salary ſtated, ican require nothing 
of the parties at Law ; which impowers every poor 
man to proſecute his own Rights, and frees him from 
being oppreſsd by the opulence. of his Adverſary, 
who can't be brought to do juſtly and.reaſonably be- 
_ Cauſe the other has not mony. . 

+ The Chine/e have eſtabliſhed this as a fifth Maxim 
of Policy never to ſuffer Strangers to have any ſhare 
in their Adminiſtration: the ſmall eſteem they. bear 
them, makes the Chineſe uſe them ſo courfly. They 
fancy that a mixture of Natives and Foreigners would 
bring them--to. coritempt, and occaſion nought but 
Corruption and Diſorder. From thence alſy would 
{pring particular Grudges, making Parties, any - 
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laſt Rebellions.- For difference of People-neceſſarily 
fuppoſes difference of -Cuftoms, Languages, Humour, 
'Religion. This makes them no longer Children 
of the ſame Family, bred'up to the ſams Opinions, 
and temper'd with the ſame' Notions ; and be there 
all imaginable care uſed in inſtructing and forming © 
Strangers, they are at moſt but" adopted Sons,” "who 
never have that implicit Obedience and tender 'Afﬀe- 
ion, which Children by Nature bear to their own 
Parents. ' So that ſhould Foreigners be better-qualift- 
ed thari Natives, which you can never make the Chj- 
weſe believe, they would fancy it for the good of their 
Covntry to prefer Natives tothem': and itis little leſs 
than a Miracle in favour of Chriſtianity, that a few 
Miffionaries have been ſuffer'd to ſettle there. 

This laſt piece of Policy is extremely good when 
thoſe of a falſe Rehgion. are Kept out, which teaches 
Rebellion and Diſturbances 1t ſelf being the produit 
of Caballing and Riot, but the Cafe is otherwiſe in 
Chriſt:anity, whoſe Humility, Sweetneſs and Obedi- 
ence to Authority, produces nought but Peace, Uni- 
ty, and Charity among all People. This is what the 
Chineſe begin to be convinc'd of, having had tryal of 
it for a whole Ape together. Happy were it if they 
' would embrace it as a Conftitution equally neceflary 
for the Salvation of ther Souls, as conducive to the 
Peace and Good of their State. pl 

Their fixeh Maxim is that Nobility is never Here- 
ditary, nterther is there any diſtinaion between the 
Qualities of People; ſaving what the Offices which 
they execute makes; ſo that excepting the Family of 
Confacines, the whole Kingdom is divided into Magi- 
tracy and Commonalty. There are no Lands but 
what are held by Socage-Tenure, not even thoſe 
Lands which are deftin'd for the Bonzes, or which 
belong: to the Temples of the Idols. So that their 
Gods, as well as Men, are ſubje&ed to the: State, and 


are obhg'd by Taxes and Contributions to acknow: 
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ledge the Emperors Supremacy. When. a Vice-Roy 
or Governour of a. Province 15 dead, his Children, as 
well as others, have their Fortunes to make ; and if 
they inherit not their Fathers Virtue and Ingenuity, 
his Name which they bear, be it never ſo famous, 
gives.them no quahity at all. 

The Advantages which the State makes of this Mas 
xim are firſt, Trading is in a more flouriſhing conditi- 
on, which the lazineſs of the Nobility 1s the likelieſt 
means to ruin... Secondly, the Emperors Revenues 
are encreas'd by it;. becauſe no Eſtates are Tax-free. 
In Towns which pay Poll-Mony no Perſon is exempt. 
Thirdly, by this means Families are hindred from in» 
gratiating themſelves with the Populace, and fo kept 
from eſtabliſhing themſelves ſo far in the Peoples Fa- 
vour, that it would be a difficulty to the Prince him- 
ſelf to keep them within bounds, Laſtly, it is a re- 
ceiv'd Opinion among the Chineſe, that = Emperor 
would be obey'd he muſt lay his commands upon Sub. 
jects, and not upon ſo many little Kings. 

Their ſeventh Principle of Policy 1s to keep up in 
Peace, as well as War, great Armies, as well to main- - 
tain. a Credit and Reſpe& from the Neighbours, as 
to ſtifle or rather prevent any Diſturbance or Inſur- 
region which may happen at Home, Heretofore a 
million of Soldiers were ſet to guard their great Wall, 
A leſs number than that alſo to Garrifon their Fron- 
tiers and great Towns would have been too little) 
Now they think it enough to keep Garrifons in their _ 
molt important Towns. 

. Beſides theſe ſtanding Forces, there are fifteen or 
twenty thouſand Men 1n each Province, under the 
command of private Officers; they have alſo Soldi- 
ers to keep their I{lands, eſpecially Haynan and Fors 
2no[a. The Horle-Guards of Pekin are above an hun- 
dred and-fixty thouſand, Sothat,l believe,in the greuc- 
elt and ſecureſt Peace,the Emperor has in Pay and at 
Maſter no Iſs than fiky hundred chouland effective 
| en 
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Men, all armed according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country with Scimeters and Darts. They have but a 
very ſmall Infantry, and of thoſe which they have 
there are no Pikemen, and very few Musketeers. 
Their Soldiers are- very graceful, and pretty well 
Diſciplin'd, for the Tarrers have almoſt degenerated 
into Chineſe, and the Chineſe continue as they always 
were, Soft, Effeminate, Enemies of Labour, better 
at making an handſom Figure at Muſter or in a 
March, than at behaving themſelves gallantly in an 
Aion. "The Tartars begin with heat and briskneſs, 
and if they can make their Enemies give ground in 
the beginning, then they can make their advantage 
of it; otherwiſe they are unable to continue an Ar- 
tack a good while, or to bear up long againſt one, 
eſpecially. if made 1n , order and with vigor. "The 
"Emperor, whom I have had the honour to ſpeak with, 
who ſays nothing but what is proper, as he does no- 
thing but what 1s great, gave this ſhort Character of 
them, They are good Soldiers when oppoſed to bad ones, 
but bad when oppoſed to good ones. 

The eighth Maxim is concerning their Rewards 
and Paniſhments. Great Men who have faithfully 
ſerv'd their Country never loſe their Reward ; and be- 
cauſe be a Prince never fo opulent, he can never have 
enough to reward all his Subjeas: this defe& 1s made up 
by Marks and Titles of Honour, which are very accep- 
fable to the Subjeas, and no charge to the Prince. 

-- Theſe Titles of Honour are what they call the ſe- 
yeral Orders of Mandarins. They ſay ſuch an one 
is a Mandarin of the firſt Rank, or the Emperor has 
plac'd ſuch an one in the firſt Claſs of the Mandarins 
of the ſecond Rank, and in like manner of others. 
"This Dignity, which is merely honorary, makes them 
cake place in Aſſemblies, Viſits 'and Councils, but 
15 no profit to them. To make theſe Rewards of 
greater extent, which the People chuſe much fooner 
than Penſions, they are ſometimes beſtow'd even 

upon 
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upon the dead, who are oftimes made Mandatins af-- 
ter their Funerals, who therefore fall ſometimes the. 
greateſt places of Honour amongſt the Nobility when 
the Emperor can't beſtow upon them the meaneſt 
Place among the living. They have oftentimes at the 
Publick or the Prince's charge lofty Monuments raiſed 
for them, and that Court which looks after the Pub- 
* lick Expences judges what recompence ſhall be paid 
to their. deſert. Theſe Rewards are oftimes accom- 
panied with Elogies in their praife made by the Em- 
peror himſelf, which makes them and their Family 
famous to all Poſterity. But the higheſt Honour s 
to make them Saints, to build them Temples, and 
offer them Sacrifices as to the Gods of the Country. 
By this means Paganiſm has been mightily ſupported 
by the Emperors, adoring themſelves the Work of 
their own Hands, and paying Worſhip and Honour 
to. them, who when alive would have been glad to be 
proſtrate at their now Worſhippers feer. 

They Reward allo in private Men thoſe vertuous 
Actions which bring no publick Advantage. to che 
State, We read in Hiſtory that Temples have been 
raisd to the memory of ſome Maids who all their 
lives kept their Chaſtity inviolable. And 1 my ſelf 
have: ſeen in ſeveral of their Towns Trophies with 
honourable Inſcriptions raisd up for Inhabitants of 
mean rank and degree, to publiſh to all the World 
their Virtue and Merit. 

If the Chineſe are very liberal in their Rewards, 
they are as ſevere in the Puniſhments even of the 
{lighteſt Faults; their puniſhments are adequate to their 
demerits. The uſual Puniſhment is the Baſtinado on 
the Back. When they receive but forty or fifty blows 
they call this a Fatherly Corre&ion; to which as 
well Mandarins as others are ſubje&: this Puniſhinent 
Is not. accounted very ſcandalous, and after it is ex- 
ecuted, the Criminal muſt fall on his Knees before 
the Judge, and if able bow three times down tothe 
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ground, and give him humble thanks for taking this 
Care of his Education. mY 

- Yet this Puniſhment is of that Violence, that one 
Rtroke is enough to fell one that is of a tender Conſti- 
tation; and oftimes perſons die of it ; it 15 true there 
are ways of ſoftning this Puniſhment when the Exe- 
cution of it is 1in Court, The eaſfteſt is to bribe the Exe- 
cutioners, for there are many of them; becauſe leſt the 
Executioners wearineſs ſhould lefſen the Puniſhment, 
after five or {ix ſtrokes another ſucceeds, and ſo till 
the whole be perform'd. But when the Criminal has 
by mony made them his Friends, they underſtand their 
buſineſs fo well,” that notwithſtanding all the care 
which the Mandarins preſent can uſe, the Puniſh» 
ment becomes light and almoſt nothing. 

Beſides this in the Courts there are perſons to be 
hired, who keep a good underſtanding with the Offi- 
cers. Who upon a ſignal given, take the place of 
the Criminal, -who eſcapes among the Croud, and re- 
ceives his Puniſhment. For mony there are every 
where theſe ſort of Vicarious Perfons to be met with. 
For itis a Trade at Chine, where ſeveral perſons are 
maintained by. the blows of the Cudgel. # 
By fuch a trick as this Tam-quam-fien, a famous 
Perfſecutor of Chriſtianity eſcaped the juſt Sentence 
of the Judges He engag'd a paltry Fellow for a large 
fum of mony to take upon him his Name, and go'to 
the Court of Juſtice in his ſtead. He told him that 
| let it come to the worſt it was but a good Cudgelling, 
and if after that he was 1mpriſon'd, there ſhould be 
found out a way to redeem him thence. The poor 
Fellow went according to agreement, and when the 
Cryer call'd ont aloud Tam quans-fien, the Fellow an- 
fwer'd as ioud bere; his Sentence was pals'd, and the 
Mandarin condemn'd him to death. The Officers, 
who had been brib'd, ſeiz'd on him immediately, and 
according to cuſtom gagg'd him; for after Sentence 
the Criminal is not fuffer'd to ſpeak, Afterward he 
: Was 
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was brought to the place of Execution, where the 
poor Wretch ſuffer'd a miſerable death, 

The:fecond fort. of Puniſhment 15 the Carcan, which 
differs from the former only in the place where the Ba- 
ftinadoes are given: in this they are given the Crimi- 
nal at one of che City Gates or in the High-way : the 
Puniſhment here 1s. not ſo ſharp but the Infamy is 
greater, and he who has once undergone this Puniſh- 
ment can never more recover his Reputation. 

"They have ſeveral difierent ways of inflicting death. 
Mean and ignoble Perfons have their Heads cut off, 
for in China the ſeparation of the Head from the Body 
is diſgraceful. On the contrary Perſons of Quality 
are ſtrangled, which among them is 2 death of more 
credit; it the Crime be very notorious they are puniſh- 
ed like mean perſons, and ſometimes their Heads are 
cut off and hang'd on a Tree in the High-ways, 

Rebels and Traytors are punzſh'd with the utmoſt ſe- 
verity ; that is, to ſpeak as they do, they cut them into 
ten thouſand pieces. For after that the Executioner 
hath tyed them to a Poſt, he cuts off the skin all round 
their Forehead, which he tears by force till it hangs o- 
ver their Eyes, that they may not ſce the Torments 
they are toendure. Afterwards he cuts their Bodies 
in what places he thinks fit, and when he is tyr'd with 
this barbarous Employment, he leaves them to the ty- 
ranny of theic Enemies, and the inſults of the Mob. 

Often Criminals are cruelly whipp'd till they expire. 
Laſtly che Torture which is the cruelleſt of all deaths 
15 here uſed; and generally the hands and Fingers 
ſuffer moſt in it. _ & 

Ninthly, They think ic good Policy to forbid Wo- 
men from all Trade and Commerce, which they can 
only benefit by letting it alone; all their buſineſs hes 
widin Doors, where they find continual Employmens 
1n the careful Education of their Children. They nei- 
ther buy nor fell ; and one ſees Women fo ſeldom in 
the {tregts, that one would imagine them to be all Re- 
ligiouſcs 
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ligiouſes confined to a Cloyſter. Princefles never 
Succeed to the Crown, nor ever have the Regency 
during the young - Princes minority; and tho' the 
Emperor may in private conſult them, it is reckoned 
mean and - 1gnoble to do it. In which thing the 
Chineſe ſeem in my opinion leſs. reaſonable than in 
others. Fot Wit and Foreſight is equally the Portion 
of the one as of the other Sex ; anda Prince is never fo 
underſtanding as when he knows how to find out all 
his Treaſures whereſoever Nature has placed them, 
nor ever ſo Prudent as when he makes uſe of them. 

Laſtly, Their Tenth Maxim 15 to enconrage Trade 
as much as poſlible thro' the whole Empire. All the 
other Policy is conducive to the plenty or conveni- 
ence of their Country ; but this is concern'd for the 
very Lives of the People, who would be ſoon redu- 
ced to the laſt extremity if Trade ſhoald once fail, 
It is not the Peoples care only, but the Mandarins 
alſo, who put ont their money to truſty Traders to 
make the beſt advantage of it. By this private way 
Ouſanguey , the little King of Xen/#, who brought the 
Tartars into China, -made himſelf ſo rich and powere 
ful, that he was able himſelf co ſupport for a long 
time the War againſt the Emperor. 

To encreaſe Commerce, Foreigners have been per- 
mitted to come into the Ports of China, a thing till 


ately never known. On the other fide the Chineſe 


ſpread themſelves over all the Indies, where they carry 
Silk, China, Phyſical Drugs, Sugar, Japanned Works, 
Wine, and Potters Ware. They go to Batavia, Siam, 
to Achim, Malacca!, and eſpecially to Fappon and 
Manila; from which they are diſtant but a few days 
Sail. From all theſe places they bring Silver, all of 
which chat is brought from Mexico to the Philippine 
Ilands by the Pacifick Ocean, is carried from thence 
to Canton, whence ut is ſpread thro? the whole Empire. - 
Bur the greateſt part of cheir Trading lies within 
themliclyes, from one Province to another, which 


liks 
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like ſo many Kingdoms" Gthmarſicate to eachiother 
their Riches. That of Hwqnam'ſerids Rice, thar of 
Canton Sagar, from Chequiiazs comes good Silk, from 
Nankim neat and- handſom pieces of Workmanſhip ; 
Xenſi and Xanſi are rich ift Ito,” Horſes, Mules, 
Camels and” Furs. Tokiem ' yields Tea, Leaoturs 
Drugs', and ſo the reſt. - *' This mutual Commerce. 
unites the People, and fills their Towns with-plenty: 
Theſe, 'my Lord, are not all the' Chineſe *Maxims, 


© thereare'a-World of others ; | but I have wrote down 


theſe as the moſt known and moſt effential onesifor 
ths. publick Good, LB _- 
'Good order in 'tthe-inferior Governments: 13 as. uſe- 
ful 'a part of Policy to the State as any whatever, by 
cheſe infertof Governments mean thoſe 'of the C1- 
ties, and of the feveral:\Camps. - All thele are ſettled 
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 octaftons,  atight hot to' prejudice his' right by Law. 
"HE 4d therefore give Audience*to a Colao on his 


. Kites, 'and 'never niade any motion to him to -rile. 


- 


The*Miniſter of State in a-greatConfuſion to ſee 


hiniſelF kept ſo long in fo humble a Poſture com- 
plained off 
Conneil torchwith. 'T m looked into the Cere- 


'3t to the Emperor , who” affembled his 


monial 


\ 
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monial- to obſerve what they could find that would 
contribute-to the deciding this Novel Caſe, but when 
they could. find nothing therein ſerviceable to that end 


they were more perplex'd than ever. 


. Finally, the Council who were againſt Innovati- 
ons, judged that the Practiſe ought to be continued 
as before ; and not freeing the Colaos from their obli- 
gation of ſpeaking to the Princes of the Blood on 
their Knees, they thought it requiſite alſo that the 
Princes ſhould ufe that Civility toward them as not 
to :keep them 1n that poſture long. You can't, ſaid 
they to the Colao, honour the Princes too much, and you 
do mot :ad0; well to omit any octaſion where you can ſhew the 
reſpe& you tear them. Printes, added the Emperor to 
him whohad occaſioned this Diſpute, are by their own 
Rank ſet high enough above the reſt of mankind, as not to 
' need proudly to ſeek to debaſe them lower. They can 
wart nothing to make them, honeurable, but Temper and 
Modeſty. When you are- denied the Reſpett due to you, 
alithe World knows you have not what you ought to bave; 
but when you inſiſt upon every little Mark of Reſpe&, it 
will make the World begin to inquire whether - you deſerve 
it. Thus both of them were reprimanded, and that no 
new.Lawsmight bemade they let Cuifom be theirRule. 
.:Every: thing that belongs to the Princes or Man- 
dans, :is'puncually: ſtated ; their *Penſtons, their 
Honſes, the number of their Servants, the ſhape and 
higneſs of their Sedans, are the Badges..of Honour 
' by which: they are diſtinguiſhed. - So that when they 
come into-Publick, 'their Quality is preſently known, 
and'the reſpe& which 1s- due to them with as little 
trouble paid. When the Chineſe governed the Empire, 
even-private Men wore their Marks of diſtin&ion ; 
and there wasnolearned Man but his Degree and Rank 
might be known by-the Faſhion or Colour of his Garb. 
The Towns have their determinate Figute;' they 
onght all to be ſquare as far as the Ground they are 


puilt upon will ſuffer it ;. in ſuch fort that the: 


Gates 
may 


may be ſo built as to anſwer the four principal Quar- 
ters of the World, that is the North, South, Eaft, and 
Weſt. The Houſes have. thorough Lights, and are 
eſteemed ill built if their Doors do nat lie exactly pa- 
rallel toone of the ſides of the Town. | 
Towns of the ſeveral Orders have different big- 
neſs; the chief Towns are nine or twelve Miles 
round, thoſe of the farſt Rank are but ſix, thole of 
the ſecond ar .third Orders are lefs in proportion- 
This Rule nevertheleſs is not fo univerſal as to ad- 
mit of- no Exception. The Streets are ſtraic, gene- 
rally }aid out by the Line, large, .well paved, yet very 
inconvenient ; becauſe every Perſon of any account 
goes up and down them eicher on Horſeback or in a 
Chair. The Houſes are low, of an equal height. 
The jealoufie of the Husbands would not ſuffer thac 
their Neighbours Houſes ſhould be higher than their 
own, left thereby their Windows ſhould over-look 
their Court-Yards and Gardens 
The whole Town 1s divided into four parts, and 
thoſe again into ſeveral ſmaller Divihons, each of 
which contain ten Houſes, over every one of which 
{ub-divihons an Officer preſides, who takes notice of 
every thing. which paſtes in his little Ward, tells che 
Mandarin what Contentions happen, what extraor- 
dinary things, - what Strangers come thither or go 
thence. The Neighbourhood is obliged to give mu- 
tual afliſtance, and in caſe of an allarm, to lend one 
another an helping hand, for if any Theft or Rob- 
bery be committed in the Night, the Neighbourhood 
muſt contribute toward repairing the loſs. Laſtly, in 
every Family the Father is reſponſible for qe diſor- 
ders and irregularities committed either by his Chil- 
dren. or Servants | 
The Gates of the Cities are well looked after, and 
even in time of Peace are ſhut up at the approach 
of night. In the day-time there are Guards to exas- 


U 2 comes 
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mine all who come in; if he be a Stranger, it he 
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comes from another Province, or from a Neighbour- 
ing Town, they know him by his Tone, by his Mien, 
or his Habit,” which in every place are ſomewhat dif- 
ferent. When they obſerve any thing extraordinary 
or ſuſpicious, they take the Perſon up, or inform 
the Mandarin of jr. So that Exropeas Miflionaries, 
whoſe Aſpet is infinitely different from that of the 
Chinefe, are-known as ſoon as ſeen, and thoſe who 
have not the Emperor's approbation find it very diffi- 
cult to make a long Journey. LG 
-In certain places, as at Pekin, as ſoon as night comes 
on they te Chains croſs the Streets ; the Guards go 
the -Patrole up and down the chief: Streets, * and 
- Guards and-Sentinels are placed here and there. ''The 
- Horſe go the Rounds npon the Fortifications ; and 
wo be to him- who is found then from Home. 
Meetings, Maſquerades and Balls,. and fuch like 
 Night-works are good, ſay the Chineſe, for none: but 
Thieves and che Mob. Orderly People ought at that 
time either to fit up providing for their Family, or elſe 
take their reſt, that they may be refreſhed, and better 
able the next day to manage the bulineſs of the Family. 
Gaining 15 forbidden both. to the Commonalty and 
Gentiy. Which nevertheleſs hinders not, the Chineſe 
from playing, ſometimes even ſo long: as till they 
have loſt all their Eſtate, their Houſes, their Ch1l- 
dren and their Wives, which they ſometimes. hazard 
upon a Card; for there is no degree of Extravagance 
to which the defire of Lucre and Riches will not 
carry-a Chineſe. But beſides that it is a diſorder which 
- the Tarars, fince they. became Maſters of Chins, 
have introduced amongſt them, they take great heed 
to conceal their gaming; and by conſequence the 
Law which forbids it always flouriſhes, and is able to 
fuppreſs great Diſorders. +2 —Y 
What I have ſaid concerning Wives, that their 
Husbands may fell them, or loſe them ac Play ; puts 


me in mind to give ſome: account of the Rules _ 
| their 
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their Civil Conſtitution rather than their Religion 
have ordained concerning Marriages ; thoſe who 
have a mind to Marry do not, as among us, follow 
their 6wn Fancies 1n their Choice of a Wife. They 
never ſee the Woman they are about to have, but 
take her Parents word in the caſe, or elſe they have 
their Information from ſeveral old Women who are 
as it were Inſpectors, but who are nevertheleſs in fee 
with the Woman's Friends to ſet her 'out more than 
ſhe deſerves, ſo that it 1s very ſeldom that they make 
a true Deſcription, or give a juſt Charaer of her 
whom they go to view. 

The Woman's Parents give Money generally to 
theſe Emiſlarzes to oblige them to give a ſ{avourable 
Character. For it is for the Parents advantage that 
their Daughter ſhould be reputed handſom, witty and 
gentcel 3 becauſe the Chineſe buy their Wives, and, as 
in other Merchhandiſes, they give more or leſs ac- 
cording to the good or bad Properties of them. 

When the Parties are agreed about the price the 
Contract 15 made, and the Money paid down. Then 
preparation 1s made on both fides for the Nuptial 
Solemnities, when the day of Marriage is come, they 
carry the Bride in a ſumptuous Chair, before which ' 
g0 Hautboys, Drums and Fifes, and after it follow 
her Parents and other particular Friends of her Fa» 
mily. All che Portion which ihe brings is her mar- 
riage Garments, ſome Cloaths,' and houſhold Goods 
which her Father 'preſents her with. The Bride- 
groom ſtands at lis door richly attired, waiting for 
her : hs himſelf opens the Sedan which was cloſely 
ſhut, and having conducted her into a Chamber, de- 
livers her to ſeveral Women invited thither for that 
purpoſe, who ſpend there the day together in feaſt- 
ing and ſporting, while the Husband in anocher Room 
entertains his Friends and Acquaintance. + 
- This being the firſt time that the Bride and Bride- 
groom ſee each other, and both or one, very often nce 
U 3 liking 
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\ liking their Bargain, 1s very often a day of rejoycing 
for their Gueſts, but of ſorrow for themſelves. The 
Women muſt ſubmit tho* they don't like, becauſe their 
Parents have ſold them, but the Husbands ſometimes 
are not {> complaiſant, for there have been ſome 
who when they firſt opened the Sedan to receive 
the Bride, repulſed by her Shape and Aſpe& have 
ſhut the Chair again, and ſent her and her Parents 
and Friends back again; willing rather to loſe their 
Money than enter upon fo bad a Purchaſe. 
* When the Tartars in the late War took Nankim, 
there happened a paſſage which imade- the Chineſe 
merry notwithſtanding all their misfortunes. *Among 
all the'diforders which the Vietors committed 1n that 
Province, they endeavoured to ſeize upon all the 
Women they could to make Money of them. When 
they took the chief: City of that Province, they 
carried all the Women thither, and ſhut them up 
higgly piggly together in the Magazines with other 
| Goods. But becauſe there were ſome of all ages 
and degrees of Beauty, they reſolved to put them into 
Sacks and carry them to Market, and ſo fell them 
co any one at a venture ugly or handſome. There 
was the ſame price ſet upon every one, and for ſix- 
teen or eighteen Shillings take which Sack you will 
without opening it. After this manner the Sold:ers, 
who were ever inſolent in Proſperity, abuſed their 
Victory, and approved themſelves more barbarous in 
the moſt polite and civil City in the World, than 
they had been 1n the Deſarts of Tartary, 
At the Day of Sale there came Buyers enough. - 
_ Somecame to recover if haply they could their Wives 
or Children who were among thoſe Women, others 
were [ed thither thro' hopes that good Fortune and a 
Jacky Chance would put a Fortune into their Hands. 
In ſhort, the novelty of the thing brought a great Con- 
 courle from the acjacent places. An ordinary Fellcw 
Wao had but tweive Shillings in the World, gave w_ 
| - EL C1016 
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choſe a Sack as did the reſt, and carryed it oft ; when 
ho was got out of the crowd, whether thro? curioſity 
or a deſire to relieve the perſon inthe Sack whocom- 
plained, he could not forbear opening it. In it he 
found an old Woman, whom age, grief, and ill 
treatment had made deformed to the higheſt degree ; 
he was fo confoundedly mad at it, that to gratifte his 
Paſſion and Rage he was going to throw the old 
Woman and Sack both together into the River, that 
the gratification of his Paſſion might be ſome com- 
fort to him for the loſs of his mony. 

Then the good old Gentlewoman ſaid to him, Son, 
your lotis not ſo bad as you 1magine ; be of good chear, 
you have made your Fortune : take care only of my 
| life, I will make yours happier than ever it has been 
| yet. Theſe words "are 4 pacified him; Where- 


fore he carried her into a Houſe hardby, where ſhe 
told him her Quality and her Eſtate. She belonged to 
a Mandarin of note in the Neighbourhood, to whom 
ſhe wrote immediately. He ſent her an Equipage a- 
greeable to her Quality, and ſhe carried her dehiverer 
| along with her, and afterwards was ſo good a friend 


to him, that he never had reaſon to complain that he 
had loſt the two Crowns which he lay'd out in pur- 
chaſing her. 

But to return to the Chineſe Marriages, I muſt far- 
ther tell you, that a Husband may not Divorce his 
Wife, excepting for Adultery, and a few other occa- 
fions which ſeldom or never fall out; in thoſe caſes 
they ſell them to, whoſoever will buy them, and buy 
another. Perfons of Quality never do thus, but com- 

» mon People da frequently. If a Man has the bold- 
neſs to (ell his Wife without juſt reaſon, both the Buyer 
and Seller are ſeyerely puniſhed, yer the Husband is 
not obliged to take her again. 

Although a Man be allowed but one Wife, he may 
have as many Concubines as he will; all rhe Chil- 
dren haye an equal claim to the Eſtate, becauſe they 
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are reckoned as the Wives Children tho they be ſome 
of the Concubines ; they all call the Wife Mother, 
who 1s indeed fole Miſtreſs of the Houle ;. the Con- 
.cubines ſerve and honour her, and have no manner 
of Authority or Power but what they derive from her. 

The Chineſe think it a ſtrange thing that the Eu- 
ropegns are nat thus allowed the uſe oft Women, yet 
they confeſs it is a commendable ſ1gn of maderati- 
on in them. But when we obſerved to them the 
Troubles, Quarrels, Contentions, and Jealoufies which 
many Women muft needs raiſe in a Family, they 
ſay nothing 1s without ſome inconvenience and 
diforder; but that perhaps there are more croſſes in 
having but one, than in having many Women. The 
beſt way they own, is to have none at all. 

- Altho' the Chineſe are extremely jealous to that de- 
gree that thzy ſuffer not their Wives to ſpeak 1n pri 
vate even to their own Brethren, much leſs give them 
liberty to enjoy all that freedom and publick Diver- 
fron which in Europe is efteemed only Gallantry and 
Curioſity : nevertheleſs there are Husbands ſo very 
complaijant to their Wives as to let them freely com- 
mit Adultery, which permiſhon ſome Women make 
the condition of their Marriage : Thoſe who according 
to ſuch 2greement follow theſe Courſes (as there 1s a 
certain ſort of People who do ) have no manner of 
power to hinder Debauchces from frequenting their 
Houſes, and from making 1] uſe of the eafineſs or 
unruly Paſſions of ſuch Women. But fuch Families 
as theſe are abhorred by the Chineſe, who think o ill 
of them, that their Children tho' never ſo deſerving 
or intelligent can never obtain any degree, or be em- 
ployed in any, honourable Office. © Sans 

Of all their Civil Inſtications there is no one which 
coits the Chineſe ſo much trouble as does the ordering 
of their time, and their Holy-days. There are inthe 
Emperors ſervice above an hundred Perſons, on pur- 
pole to regulate the Kalendar, which they make a- 
. | | = OE new 
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' new every year, and with a great deal of Ceremony 
ſend it up and down to the Vice Roys of each Pro- 
vince, They regulate the number of Months, which 
is ſometimes twelve, ſometimes thirteen, which are 
Lunar months, and ought to agree' with the Suns. 
courſe In theſe Almanacks the Equinoxes, Solſtices, 
and the Sun's entry into each Sign 1s ſet down : The 
Eclipſes of the Sun or Moon, are there, andthe time 
when viſible at Pei» or any of the Principal Cities. 
The Planets courſes, their places in the Ecliptick, 
their Oppolitions, Conjundtions, and Propinquity ta 
- any Stars are deſcribed, and indeedevery thing elſe is 
well calculated, which Aſtronomy has that is curious 
or excellent. They mix with this divers points of ju- 
dicial Aſtrology , - which Ignorance or Superſtition 
have invented, concerning happy or unhappy days, 
times proper for Marriage, Building, or undertaking 
Journies. Theſe prejudices generally guide the: Peo- 
ple; but the Emperor, and all other Men of Sence 

are wiſer than to mind ſuch triffes. | 
Altho' there be no publick Clocks as in Europe, the 
day is nevertheleſs divided into four and twenty parts 
which have all their particular Names, and begin from 
midnight. They tell me that antiently- they divided 
their day into twelve parts, each 'of which were ſub- 
divided into eight ; which made the natural day con- 
fiſt of fourſcore and fixteerl, which were exactly di- 
ſtinguiſhed in their Calculations. But their Sundials 
( _ they have very antient ones) were divided into 
four general! diviſions, each of which contained four 
and twenty little ſubdiviſions, which added to the 
four great diviſions diyided the whole .Circle into an 

hundred parts. Wt 
This fort of Dialling ſeems very irregular, nor can 
I ſee for what uſe it was intended. Since they have 
received the new Kalendar from the Miffionaries, 
they have regulated their Dials by hours, and reckon 
Faeir tims almoſt as we do ; only we muſt take nq- 
| | : | | . £1c8 
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rice thatinftead of two. hours they reckon but one, fo 
that their natural day conſiſts of but twelve hours, the 
names of which divefſly combined with ten other 
' terrs which they have invented, make a Revolution 
of fixty, which ſerves them inſtead of a Cycle to 
mark their different years. I dare not trouble you, 
My Lord, with particular enumerations which would 
be tedious, and are in foregoing Relations ſufficiently 
explained. | 
As for the People, they are not very nice herein :; 
they content themſelves with knowing the time of 
the Suns rifing and ſetting, and Noon, In the nighe 
they make uſe of Bells and Drums which are very 
often founded, and ſerve to diſtinguiſh the night into 
five Watches. on | 
The Current Coin is very odd. They have round 
Copper pieces witha hole in the middle, that they may 
be ſtrung, they are full of Characters ; the metal is 
neither pure nor well hammered; and altho' they are 
thick, one may break them with ones Fingers it one 
ſtrive; ten of theſe make a penny, ten of which are 
the tenth part of the Chiveſe Crown, called by the 
Portugueſe, 1n the Indies, Ta#l, and by themſelves Leam, 
which Crown amounts to fix ſhillings ewo pence halt- 
peny, and #+ of a farthing. 
' This Crown piece is npt coined with. any ſtamp or 
image on it as our mony 1n Europe is ; the Chineſe Sil- 
ver mony is not made in any determinate regular 
form, they take for mony any irregular pieces or bits 
of Silver by weight, which if they do not believe to 
be good Silver they may cut aſunder, - This they pra- 
ice to preverit falſe and counterfeit mony, and they 
are ſo expert in guelling at the goodneſs and value 
of any piece of Silver by looking on it only, that they 
are ſeldom miſtaken, eſpecially if it be melted afcer 
the manner practiſed there. 
\ They know the goodneſs of it three ways; by the 
colour, by ſeveral little holes which are made _ 
| y 
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by the melting pot, and by divers ſmall Circles which 
the Air makes on the ſurface of the metal when it 
cools after melting. If the colour be white, the holes 
ſmall and deep, if the Circles be many, and thoſe 
cloſe, and very fine, eſpecially toward the center of 
the piece, then the Silver is pure: but the more it dif- 
fers from theſe three qualities ſa much the more Alloy 
it has, + 

To explain my ſelf better, I muſt tell you, they 
divide their Silver with reſpe& to its purity into a 
hundred ſorts, as'we do Gold into four and twenty cal- 
led Carats; The Silver which is current in Trade is 
all the ſorts between the fourſcorth and the hundreth 
fort or degree of purity. If it be of a baſer Alloy 
they will not take it, but puniſh thoſe who offer it. 
They take our mony as Silver of the fourſcore and | 
fifteenth fort, tho' thoſe who underſtand Silver well, E. 
judge it to be but of the fourſcore and third ſort at | 
moſt. So that in an hundred Ounces of our Silver 
there are ſeven of Alloy, or, which 1s all one, an 
hundred Ounces of it is worth but ninety three of 
fine Silver. 

As for Gold, it never paſles in China far mony no 
more'than Jewels do; they buy it as they do other 
Goods or Merchandiſe, and the: Europeans make a | 
good Market of it ; becauſe in Chine a pound of 
Gold bears but the ſame proportion to a pound of 
Silver as one does to ten, whereas among us it is as | 
one to fifteen, ſo that the Merchant gets by it ge- | 
nerally a third part, ' TY | 

Since almoſt every thing is there ſold by weight, a- | 
mongſt ſeveral fort of Scales, they make uſe of a | 
{mall portable Balance, kept in a ſmall yarniſhed caſe 
which is very light and uſeful; they are ſomething | 
like the' Rowan balance, conliſhng of a ſmall diſh, an | 


arm, anda weight that ſlides up and down that arm, 
which 15 made of Ivory or Ebony, 1n bignels length, 
and ſhape likes a Pen; it 1s divided intogchree ſmall 
: By | " parts 
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parts''on three different ſurfaces, it hangs*by filken 
threads'at one of the ends in three different points, 
that it may the better weigh weights of every ſort. 
They weigh very nicely\and exactly; for in thoſe 
whoſe arm is -of any confiderable length, the thou- 
ſandth-parti'of a Crown will ſenſibly turn the Scale. 
There are two ſorts of thoſe Scales, one more a- 
greeable to the antient Balances, which are -uſed in 
Courts of Juſtice ; thz beam of this is fo divided as 
exactly to agree with the weight of the French mony, 
fince 1t hath been encreaſed by a fixth part in weight, 
ſo that every diviſion of the beam weighs the weighe 
of a Sowor Peny; ſo that ſeventy two Chineſe Sous or 
Penys weigh exactly a French Crown, or an Ounce 
Expliſh. But the common Balance, which is moſt 
uſed in China, 15 ſomewhat different from this; for a 
French Crown will weigh ſeventy three diviſions of 
this beam ;. this I thought my ſelf obliged to take 
notice of, that we may the better underſtand what 
the Relations hitherto have ſo much differed about. 
The Chineſe divide their pound weight as we do into 
fixteen ounces, each ounce into ten parts called T gen; 
each of theſe into ten peny weights, and each of theſe 
again into ten grains. There are a great many other 
diviſions, which decreaſe in the ſame proportion that 
x has to 10, which diviſions aur Language has no 
names for. Altho' theſe ſmaller divilions come al- 
moſt to nothing when fingle in the Scale, yet in great 
Trafick they reckon them, where the multiplication 
of them ariſes to a conſiderable fum. In ſhort it we 
ſuppoſe that our Crown ſhould weigh three drachms, 
or one and twenty peny weight and eight grains, then 
the Chineſe pound will contain 19 ounces, 3 drachms, 
2 peny weights, 13 grains 55, And on the contrary 
our pound will contain 13 ounces Chineſe, 1 Tgien, 
and 4 peny weights, underſtanding .thels two laſt 
weights as they arg,explained aboye.. = 
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As to the common meaſures in uſe in this Empire, 
they have by diverſe perſons been repreſented in dit- 
ferent manners; becauſe of thoſe who have wrote up- 
on this Subject, ſome have had recourſe to the meaſares 
of one Province, others te thoſe of another. I have 
examined all of them carefully; and do think that 
Father Verbieſts Meaſures, which they uſe in the Ma- 
thematical Court, are the exacteſt, The Chineſe Foot 
15 very lictle different from -ours. Not but that ours 1s 
ſomewhat longer almoſt ,+*.;; but this difference is 
nothing withthe Chineſe, who do not ſtand fo nicely 
and Rtrily to' their meaſure as we do, which. the 
People have to meaſure with, and not to contend and 
quarrel by. ; | 
The Civil Government of: the Chineſe does not on- 
ly preſide -over the Towns, but extends allo over the 
Highways, which they make handſame and eafily/paſ- 
: ſable. The: paſiages for their Water are in ſeveral 
places fenced in with Stone Walls for the convenience - 
of travelling, over' which there are a great number of 
Bridges, Which unice the Towns and the Fields toge- 
ther. Canals are alſo cut for-the water to pals thro? 
all the Towns of 'the Southern Provinces, to make 
their Ditches more ſecure, andthe Towns more plea- 
fant, In. low: and - marſhy grounds, they throw up 
prodigious: long. Banks which keep their Roads in 
thoſe parts, good 5 to perform Which they ſtick at no 
coſt, cutting a paſſage even thro! Mountains when 
they ſtand-in their way, Er 
The Road from Sigan_to Hamchou is one of the 
ſtrangeſt pieces of work in the world. They ay, 
for I my ſelf -have never yet ſeen it, that upon the 
{fide of ſome; Mountains which are perpendicular and 
have no ſhelving they have fixed large beams- into 
them, upon the which beams they have made a 
{ort of - Balcony without: rails, which reaches thro' 
- ſeveral Mountains in that faſhion; thoſe who are 
not uſed to.theſe fort of Galaries, travel over them 
, In 
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in a-great deal of pain, afraid of ſome ill accident or 
other. But the People of the place are very hazardous : 
they have Mules uſed to theſe fort of Roads, which 
travel with as little fear or concern over theſe ſteep 
and hideous precipices as they could do in the beſt or 
plaineft Heath. I have in other places expoſed my 
{elf very much by following too raſhly my Guides. 
— One can'timagin what care they take to make the 
common Roads convenient for paſſage. They are 
fourſcore foot broad orvery near it ; the Soil of them 
15 light and ſoon dry when it has left off raining. In 
ſome Provinces there are on the right and left hand 
Cauſeways for the foot Paſſengers, which are on both 
fides ſupported by long rows of Trees, and oftimes 
tarrafled with a Wall of eight or ten foot high on 
each fide, ro keep Paſſengers out of the fields. Ne- 
vertheleſs theſe Walls have breaks, where Roads croſs 
one'"the other, and they all terminate at fome great 
Town. 
There are ſeveral wooden Machines made like 
Triumphal Arches ſet up inthe Roads about a Mile 
and a halt diſtant from each other, about thirty foot 
high, which have three doors,” over which is wrote 
upon a large Frize in Characters ſo large as may-be 


Tead at almoſt half a quarter of a Mile diſtance, how | 


farat'is from:the Town you left, and how far to the 
Town you are going to. So that. you have no need 
'of Guides here, for you' may by theſe dire&ions ſee 
what place the Road leads to, and from whence you 
came, how far you have already gone, and how far 
you hhve yer to go. | 

theſe diſtances by the Line, makes the-account which 
theſeinſcriptions give to be pretty furs; yet they are 
mot Equal, becaute the Miles in ſome Provinces ate 
longer chan in others. It has happened hkewiſe that 
ſome of theſe Arches being ruined and conſumed by 
decay and rime, have not-been ſet up'exaRly r” the 
f ame 


The great-care which they havetaken to lay outall 
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ſame place ; but generally ſpeaking they ſerve for a 
go0d meaſure of the Highways, beſides that in ſe- 
veral places they are no ſmall Ornament. 

On one {ide of theſe Ways about the ſame diſtance 
| are fixt little Towers made of earth caſt up, on which 
they ſet up the Emperors Standard; near it 15 a Lodge 
for Soldiers or Country Militia, Theſe are made uſe 
of in time of Rebellion , or indeed at any other 
time, to carry any Expreſs if occaſion be, or to hand 
Letters from one to another ; but eſpecially they take 
care to ſtop Highway men and Robbers. 

Every Man who goes by armed is obliged to give 
an account whence he came, whither he is going, 
and upon what buſineſs, and muſt ſhew his Paſs. Be- 
fide theſe Guards upon caſe of an allarm give a help- 
ing hand to Travellers, and ſtop all thoſe who are 
ſuſpected or accuſed of Robbery. Among the mighty 
number of Inhabitants which are in China, a great 
part of which ſcarce know how to get a Subſiſtance, 
a body would imagine that abundance muſt needs, 
eurn Thieves; yet one may travel there with as great 
ſafety as here, I have travelled there fix thouſand 
Miles up and down thro' almoſt all che Provinces, 
and was never. but once in Danger of being robbed. 
Four ſtrange Horſemen followed me for a whole day 
together, but the Roads were fo full of Travellers up 
and down that they could never get the coaſt clear 
for a quarter of an hour together, and ſo fell ſhore 
of their aim. 

Their Poſts are as well regulated as ours in Europe 
are; at the Emperors ſole charge, who for that End 
maintains a great number of Horſe. The Couriers 
ga from Pekin for the Capital Cities; the Vice Roys 
of which as ſoon as they have received che Diſpatches 
from'Court, ſend-chem forthwich by other Courters to 
the Towns of the firſt Rank; from whence they 
are by theſe Governours conveyed to thoſe of the 
ſccond' Rank tinder their JurifdiRtion 5; and from 
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thence they are tranſmitted to the Towns of the third 
Rank. Ir is true theſe Poſts were not eſtabliſhed for 
the conveyance of private Letters, yet the Poſtma- 
ſters for a little mony undertake to carry Letters for 
private Men, as they always do for the Miſſionaries, 
who find it as ſure a way as that uſed in Europe, and 
much leſs chargeable. Tf: 

As it is a matter of importance that the Emperors 
orders be quickly tranſmitted, ſo it is a great part of 
the Mandarins Care to fee that the Reads be good ; 
and the Emperor to keep them the more ſtrictly to 
this, ſpreads a report that he intends ſhortly co Vitſic 
this or that Province. The Governours of thoſe Pro- 
vinces ſpare no charge or pains to repair thoſe Roads, 
becauſe it not only concerns their Fortunes, but ſome- 
times their Life, 1f this care be omitted. 

AsI once paſſed juſt by a Village of the third Rank, 
in the Province of Xe», they told me that the Go- 
vernour had juſt hanged himſelf thro? deſpair leſt he 


* ſhould not have time enough to repair x Road thro? 


which the Emperor was to paſs to the Capital Town. 
The Emperor nevertheleſs never went the -Journey, 
ſo that the Mandarin might have ſaved his life by a 
little patience, Bur yet all the care. which the Cbi- 
wefe can uſe, will never prevent a mighty inconve- 
nience which happens to thoſe wha 'travel in their 
m——_. _— - 8 opal ea 
Ths Soil of China 18 mfghty light, and very much 
beaten by the vaſt multitudes who trave], ſome on 
foot, ſome on Camels, others in "Litters, and again 
others 111 Charriots, ſo that the Roads are rgher—2 

ground into very fine powder; when this is raiſe 
by Travellers, and carried .about by the ' winds, it +5 
enouph to. blind all Paſſengers if they have not Masks 
or Veils onthem. Thro* theſe clouds you muſt. con- 
tinually make your way, and ſuck them in inſtead of 
Arr, during whole Journeys together. When the 
weather is hor, and the wind in ones Face, ſcarce 
| any 
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any one except a Native can withſtand it, I have . 
ſometimes been forced to defiſt from my Journey and. 
come back again. * ND A 
But of all their wholeſome Inſtitutions there is no- 

ting which contributes ſo much to the keeping up 
Peace and Ocder, as does their method of Levying 
the Emperors Revenue. They are not troubled in 
China with ſuch ſwarms of Offtcers and Commiilio- 
ners as we are. All the Eſtates there are meaſured, 
and all the Families Regiftred ; and whatloever the 
Emperor 1s to have by Exciſe on Goods, or Tax up- 
on Perſons, is publickly known, every body brings in 

' What is due from-him, to the Mandarins or Governors 
of the Town of the third Rank, for there is no par- 
ticular Receiver appointed. Thoſe who negle& to 
bring in their Dues, do not loſe by Confiſcations 
which would be to puniſh the Innocent of that 
Family with the Guilty ; but the Perſons ſo offend- 
ing ſuffer impriſonment, and undergo the Baſtinado 

'  *rill they have made ſatisfation. 

Theſe Mandarins of the lower Rank, give in an 
account of what they receive to a general Officer of 
the Province, who accounts with the Court of Pekin 
which looks afcer the pubiick Exchequer, A great part 
of the Revenue is disburſed up and down the Pro- 
vinces in Penſions, Salaries, Soldiers Pay , publick 


Buildings : what 15 over is carried to Pekin, to main 
tain the Emperors Court, and.other expences in that | 
Town, where the Emperor keeps in_ pay above an 't 
hundred and fixty thouſand regular Troops, to whom , 


as well as to the Mandarins, 1s given out every day | 
Meat, Fiſh, :Rice, Peale, and Sraw, 20000_Y to | 
every ones- Rank, beſides their conftanc Pay, which || 
they regularly receive. - | 

That which comes from the Southern. Provinces, 
1s alone ſufficient to anſwer this expence, this they 
bring by Water in the Empzrors Veſfeis :; yet they 
ars jo jealous leſt the Revenye ſhould at any time 


fall 
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fall ſhort of the disburſements, that in Pekin there 
are Magazines of Rice before hand ſufficien for three 
years. Which will keep a great while if it be well 
fanned and mixed, and altho' it looks not fo well, 
nor taſts ſo pleaſantly as new Rice, yet it 15 much 
more wholeſome and nouriſhing. 

This numerous Army about the Emperor, well 
looked after, duely payed, and exactly diſciplined, 
one would think ſhould awe all Af, yet their idle- 
neſs, and the ſmall uſe they ever have occaſion to 
make of their Weapons, does contribute to weaken 
them as much as their natural Effeminacy. The 
Weſtern Tartars do not value their numbers a ſtraw, 
and frequently ſay in derifion of them, that the neigh- 
ing of a Tartary Horſe 1s enough to rout all the Chi- 
neſe Cavalry. 

Yet they take all poſſible care to have good Sol- 
diers, for they take no Officers into the Guards, 'cill 
' they have made trial of their ſtoutneſs, skill, and 
dexterity in Military Aﬀairs. They are regularly ex- 
amined, fo that as learned Men have their Doctors to 
examine them, ſo theſe have alſo their Profeflors. 

Theſe Officers do regularly Exerciſe their Com- 
panies, they form them into Squadrons, march them, 
reach them to divide their Files to march thro' nar- 
row paſlages, ſhew them to give the Onlet, to rally at 
the ſound of the Cornet or Trumpet; beſides they 
are very dexterous in managing their Bow, or hand- 
lng their Seymitar : yer ſoon broke, and by the leaſt 
thing in the world put irito diſorder, The occaſion 
of this I apprehend to be, becauſe in the Education 
of their Youth they never inſti] into them Principles 
of Honour and Bravery, as we do as foon asever they 
are big enough to know what Weapons are. The 
Chineſe are always talking to their Children of Gra- 
vity, Policy, Law, and Government they always 
fet Books and Letters in their view, but never a Sword 
into their Hands, So that having ſpent their gy 
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ful days behind the Counter, or at the Bar, they 
know no other Courage but tnat of defending ob- 
ſtinately an 11] Cauſe, and areliſted into the Seldiery 
on no other conſideration but that they hope there 
will be no occaſion for fighting. The Chineſe Policy 
hinders hereby a great many Domeſtick Feuds and 
Diſturbances ; but at the ſame time it does expoſe its 
Subjeds bereby to the Inſults of Foreigners, which is 
ren times worſe. | 

Thus, my Lord, I have ſet before you a genera} 
Scheme of the Government of China, of which 
People have ſpoke ſuch wonders, and which 1s in- 
deed admirable for its Antiquity, for the wiſdom © 
its Maxims, for the plainneſs and uniformity of its 
Laws, for that exemplary Virtue which it has produced 
in a long Succeflion of Emperors, for that regularity 
and order which it has kept che People in, in diſpighe 
of Civil or Foreign Wars; which notwithſtanding, _ 
like the reft of the things of this world, is ſubject to a 
great many inconveniences; to Rebellions which have 
depopulated whole Provinces, to the injuſtice of 
ſome Princes who have abuſed their Power, to the 
Avarice of Mandarins, who have often opprefled the 
People, to Invalions from abroad, and Treachery 
from home, to ſuch a number of Changes, as would 
have unhinged the very Government and Laws, if a 
more Politick People than are the Tartars, were near 
enough the Empire to introduce their own method 
of Government, , - ; 

It would, my Lord, be a piece of flattery to my 
ſelf , to imagine that I have by this tedious account 
added any thing to that immenſe ſtore of Knowledge 
which you have drawn from the beſt Springs of An- 
tiquiry, from the Converſation of the moſt ingenious 
 of.the Moderns, from the management of the moſt 
romentous Afﬀairs, or (which 1s a greater Fountain ' 
of Underſtanding) from your own natural Wit and 
Ingenuity; which has made you (if I may uſe the 
% 3 Exprefiion 
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PageoBor a Native'of all Countries, and a Philo- 
ſopher of all Ages. | 

- But Tam ſure you will be glad to ſee that the trueſt 
'Maxitris' of good Policy are not altogether ſtrangers 
in the Eaft; and that if China do not form ſo great 
Miniſters as you are, it forms great enough to un- 
derſtand your worth, and to follow your ſteps, and 
improve.themſelves from the Copy you ſet them, if 
they could but know you. I am in the: moſt pro- 
found manner, E-> 


My Lord, 
Your Eminence's moſt obedient 
+ 07-Hh< 7: and moſt humble Servant, 


L. J. 
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To my Lord Cardinal de Bouillon. 


Concerning the Antient and Modern 
Religion of China: 


My Lord, Ws: 
Do not at all wonder that your Highneſs is 
pleaſed to hear Relations of China. It belongs 
only to great Princes® to be throughly ac- 
A. quainted with all: that concerns the ſeveral 
Kingdoms of the World, and. to make a true judg- 
ment of the Power and Grandeur of Empires. God 
who has ſent ſuch Men into the World to Govern 
it, has given them a more than ordinary ability and 
knowledge to perform it. So that, my Lord, if. I 
take upon me the liberty to acquaint your Lordſhip 
with what repzated Voyages for the ſpace of ſeveral 
years have given me opportunity to know in this 
affair, it 15 not ſo much co inſtruct you in it, as to beg 
your Highneſſes judgment ot it. 6 
I may fay this ſtill with more truth when I have 
the honour to write to you of Religion. This is 
more particularly your concern ; and I may fay that ' 
if your Quality, your Ingenuity, and your incom- 
parable Learning have made you above all Men our: 
Judge ; your Eminent Dignity in the Church obliges 
us, in Sacred concerns to hear and conſult your High» 
neſs as our Oracle. | 
'Tis on this proſpe&t, my. Lord, that I now pre- 
ſent to you theſe Memoirs with ſome Refle&ions 
which the Cuſtoms of the Chineſe, and the reading 
of their Books have ſuggeſted ro me concerning their 
Religion, being of this mind, that after ſo many dife 
| % } R  fergn 
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ferent Opinions and long Diſputes which have for a 
whole Age divided the moſt learned Miffionaries, 
there 15 no better way of coming to decition,- than 
to obtain your Highneſſes judgment therein. 

Religion has always had a great ſhare 1n eſtabliſh- 
ing thergrearaſt Kingdoms, which could never ſup- 
port” them{elves, were not the Peoples Minds'and 
Hearts tied together by the outward worſhip ef fome 
Deity; for People are naturally Superſtitions, and 
rather follow the guidance of Faith than Reaſon. It 
was therefore for this reaſon that the antient Law g1- 
vers, always made ule of the knowledge of the true 
| God, or of the falſe Maxims of Icolatry, to bring the 

barbarons Nations under the Yoak of their Govern- 
ment. - 

China, happier in its Foundation than any other 

Nation under the Sun, drew in the chief of the holy 
Maxims of their antient Religion from the Fountain 
Head. The Children of Noah, who were ſcattered 
all over the Eaſtern parts of Afis, and. in all proba- 
bility founded this Empire, being themſelves 1n the 
time of the Deluge witneſſes of the Omnipotence of 
their Creator , tranſmitted the Knowladge of him, 
and inſtilled the fear of him into all their deſcen- 
_ dants; the footſteps which we find in their Hiſtories, 
will not let us donot the truth of this, 
_ Fobi, the firſt Emperor -of China, carefully bred 
- ÞiÞ ſeven ſorts of Creatures, which he uſed to Sacri- 
fice to the Supreme Spirit of Heaven and Earth. For 
this reaſon ſome called him Paobi, that is oblation ; 
2 name which the greateſt Saints of the Old or New 
Teſtament would have been proud to have, and 
which was reſerved for him alone, who made him- 
ſelf an Oblation both for Saints and Sinners. 

Hoeamti, the third Emperor, built a Temple to the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven; and altho* Fudea had 
the honour of Conſecrating to him one more rich 
2nd magnificent, hallowed even by the preſence of 
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our Creator, and the prayers of our Redeemer; it 
is no ſmall glory to China, to have ſacrificed to their 
Creator in the moſt ancient Temple of the World. 

Tgonen bio, the fifth Emperor, thought afcerwards 
that one place was too narrow to contain the Services 
paid to the Lord of the Univerſe. He therefore in- 
ſtituted Prieſts or Eccleſiaſtical Mandarins in ſeveral 
Provinces to preſide over the Sacrifices He gave 
them ſtri& command to obſerve that Divine Service 
was performed with all humility and reſpet, and 
that all the Religious Ceremonies were ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved, | 

Tiho, his Succeſſor, took as much care of Religion 

as he had done. Hiſtories relate that the Empreſs his 
Wife, being barren, begged Children of God during 
the Sacrifice with ſuch fervour and earneſtneſs, that 
ſhe conceived in few days, and ſometime after was 
brought to bed of a Son who was famous, for that 
forty Emperors ſucceffively reigned of his Family. 

Yao and Chan, the two Princes who ſucceeded him, 
are fo famous for their Piety, and for the Wiſdom of 
their Governments, that-it 15 very likely that Religion 
was ſtill more flouriſhing during their Reigns. 

Ic 1s alſo very probable that the three ſucceeding 
Families did- preſerve the knowtedge of God, for a- 
bout ewo thouſand years, during the Reign of four- 
ſcore Emperors; ſince the learnedeſt among the Chi- 
eſe maintain, that before the Superſtitions introduced 
with the God To into China, there were no Idols or 
Statues ſeen. This is certain, that during all that ſpace 
of time, the obſervation of the Emperor Yao's Max» 
ins was recommended to the Princes, of which the 
molt eflential and principal was concerning the Wor- 
ſhip of the Sovereign Lord of the World ; and altho? 
ſome Emperors have been ſo wicked as to reject them 
ſo tar as even to, threaten Heaven it ſelf, and fooliſh- 
. ly challenge it to fight, they have been nevertheleſs 
looked ypon as Moatters ; and other Emperors abque 
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that time have diſcovered by their ations a good 
{:nſe of Religion. 
Vou vam , the firſt of the third Line, did himſelf 
according toantient Cuſtom, offer Sacrifices, and his 
Brother-who bore him a paflionate love, and thought 
þis life ſtill neceſſary. for. the good of the Kingdom, 
ſeeing him one day in danger of dying, proſtrated 
himſelf before the Divine Majeſty to beg his reco- 
very. It is you, O Lord, ſaid he, who have given him 
te bis People, he is our Father, he is our Maſter. If we 
Fall into any diſorder, 'who can ſet us to rights again (5 
well as be? And if we follow exatlly what thou haſt 
inſpired him 10 teach us, why puniſheſt thou us by taking 
bim? As for me, O Lord, continued the good Prince, 
1 can be but little ſerviceable in this World; if you de- 
ſire the death of a Prince, I offer up my Life with all 
ny heart for @ Sacrifice, if you will be pleaſed to (pare 
yy Maſter, my King, and my Brother. "The Hiſtory * 
ſays his Prayer was heard, for he dicd as ſoon as he 
had put up this Pecttion. An Example which de- 
monſtrates that not only. the tenour of Religion was 
preſerved among thoſe People, but farther that they 
followed the ditates of the pureſt Charity, which is 
the-very quinteſſence and pertection of Religion. 
But Tebim-vam, his Son and Succeſſor, gave ſuch 
bright marks of his Piety,, toward the end of his life, 
that it leaves us no room to doubt of the eruth of 
what I have advanced. You ſhall hear what the an- 
' tient Chineſe Books ſay of him This Prince , ſay 
they, who had always regulated his behaviour, ac- 
cording to the Ordinances of the Supreine Gavernour 
of Heaven, fell dangerouſly ill in the fiftieth year of 
his Age, and thirty ſeventh of his Reign. When he 
knew the danger he was 1n, he called together rhe 
principial Officers of his:Court, with a defign to no- 
minate his Succefſor,. and that he qaight omit no- | 
thing which was uſoally performed on ſuch occafions, , 
he, aroſe frgm his Throne where he had ordered his 
> {4 BY ws oy Servants 
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Servant to ſet him: He made them waſh his Hands 
- and Face, Cloath him with his Imperial Habits,.and 
put his Crown on his Head ; and then 'leaning on a 
Table of precious ſtone, he ſpake to the Company 
in this manner.  \, Lots» + 

© My ſickneſs is every day worſe and worſe, for . 
© thus has Heaven ordained, I fear Death will ſeize 
* upon me : and therefore chought my ſelf obliged co 
* acquaint you with my laſt Will, You know how 
'© oreat the Reputation of my Father and Grandfather 
© was, and how bright the Examples of Virtue, which 
© they ſer the Empire, did appear. I was very unwor- 
* thy{to fill the place in-which theſe great Men fate; 
* notwithſtanding I did ſucceed them; I do never- 
© theleſs acknowledge my ignorance and unfitneſs, 

© Tt is for this reaſon .perhaps that Heaven: has 
* ſhorten'd the days of my Reign. TI ought in this 
© as well as in all other things to acquieſce; for you 
© have al] ſeen that I have hitherto received its Orders 
© with an humble fear, and a profound reſpe&t. T 
© have endeavoured to follow them, without ever de- 
© viating. from them the leaſt in the World, I have 
© alſo all my life time-had in my Heart my Anceſtors 
© inſtructions touching my Duty to Heaven, and ta 
* my People. On theſe two Heads I cannot accuſe 
* my ſelf of any fault, and-1f my life has had any 
* Reputation, it 15 all owing to that teachablenels, 
* which has brought down upon me the bleflings of 
_ * the Sovereign Maſter of the World. * | 
* [t is on your account that I ſpeak this (2ddrefling 
_ * himſelf to his eldeſt Son) it is.on your account, 
© O mySon, be you the Inheritor of your Anceſtors 
© Virtue, rather than of my Power and Crown. I 
* make youa King, 'as all that you can have of me; 
* be a wiſe, vertuous and unblameable Prince, this L 
: command you, and the whole Empire expects from 
7-YQU, | | 
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Under the Reigns of this Prince and his 
'® Cam-vam. DON * it was that Peace, Honeſty, and 
| Juſtice reigned in China, ſo that they 
oftimes ſent their Priſoners to dig or plough the 
Grounds, or get in the Corn, without thinking that 
the fear of puniſhment would make them run away. 
After Harveſt they came again to receive that puniſh- 
ment of their faults, which the Mandarins had ap- 
pointed. | | 
Laſtly, If we examine wel! the Hiſtory of China, 
we ſhall ſtil} find that for three hundred years after, 
that is to ſay down to the times of the Emperor Yeou- 
van, who reigned eight hundred years before Chriſt, 
Idolatry had not corrupted this people. So that they 
have preſerved the knowledge of the true God for near 
two thouſand years, and did, honour their Maker in 
ſach a manner as may ſerve both for an Example 
and Inſtruction to Chriſtians themſelves. 

They had all along a ftri& care to breed up Beaſts 
for Sacrifices, and to maintain Prieſts to offer them 
up; beſides that the interna] Worſhip of the mind was 
preſcribed, they did oblige themſelves to a nice obſer- 
vation of even the ſmalleſt Ceremonies which might 
in any ways be ſerviceable to the peoples Edification ; 
The Emprefles did themſelves breed up Silkworms,and 
with their own Hands' worked coverings for the Al- 
tars, and Habits for the Prieſts. The Emperors have 
oftimes Tilled the Ground which produced-the Corn 
or Wine deſtined for Sacred uſes. Again, the Prieſts 
never dared to offer Sacrifices before the people, un- 
leſs prepared for it by an abſtinence of three or 
ſevetr' days from Conjugal emjoyments. They have 
had their folemn Faſt-days, and days of Prayer in 
Publick, eſpecially when che Empire labonred under 
any publick Calamity, either by Barrenneſs, by Floods, 
by Earthquakes, or Wars from abroad.” 

With this outward Worſhip it is that the Emperors. 


prepare themſelves for War ; for taking upon _— 
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* * ſelves the Government, or viſiting the Provinces ; 


and that Heaven may favour their Enterpriſes with 
ſucceſs, they enquire of their Subjets of their own 
Faults that they may amend them, believing that all 
publick Calamities are occaſioned thro' their ill Go- 
vernment. We meet with a {ignal Inſtance of this 
in Hittory , which I cannot forbear reciting. 

An univerſal barrehineſs having continued over all 


| the Provinces for-ſeven years together, (which time 


ſeems not far diſtant from the ſeven years of barren» 
neſs of which the Scripture ſpeaks, and perhaps this 
thing a little looked into may ſerve to amend or con- 
firm our Chronology * ) the People _ ___ 

were reduced to extreme want ; , o m_ — 
and when. Prayers, Faſts, and o- p = = ireh f 
ther acts of Humiliation were uſed "7eſas Chriſt, and 
wichout ſucceſs, the Empgror not he ſeven years of 
knowing any means proper to be /carcity,according to 


; . : . the Scripture, bap- 
uſed to gain relief from this publick pen'd ap Sad ru 


misfortune; after having offered to ry 
Gad. ſeveral Sacrifices to appeaſe as 
his indignation, he reſolved at laſt to offer up hi 
ſelf for a Sacrifice. | 
For this purpoſe he called together the chief Per- 
ſons of his Kingdom, in the preſence of them all 
diſmantled himſelf of his Royal Apparel, and 
cloathed himſelf meanly, In this Habit with his 
Head and Face bare, in the ſame faſhion that a Cri- 
minal appears before a Judge, he marched attended 
by his whole Court, to a Mountain a good diſtance 
from the Town. When, proſtrating himſelf before 
the Divine Majeſty, to whom he paid his Adorations 
nine times, he ſpake in theſe words: O Lord, you 
know the miſeries to which we are reduced, It is my 


ſms which bave brought them upon my People, I come 


bither to own and acknowledge it in the preſence of Heaven 
and Earth. That I may the better am##d my faults, 
give me leave, O Lord, of all the World, to atk what 

| ho | Abtion * 
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Attion of mine bas more:particularly given you' offence, It 
i the ſplendor of my Palace ? I will take care to retrench 
what x ſuperfluous ; Perhaps the profuſeneſs of my Table, 
or the delicacy and wvoluptuouſne(s of it bawe brought this 
Scarcity : bereafter nothing ſhall be ſeen there but thrifti- 
neſs and temperance. The Laws permit to me the uſe of 
Concabines , but perhaps you diſlike that 1 have too many. 
T am ready to leſſen the number, And if all this be not 
ſufficient to appeaſe your juſt indignation, and you muſt 
bave an Oblation 5 behold one, O Lord, I am heartily 
willing to dye, if. thou wilt ſpare thi good People: Lee 
Rain come from Heaven on their Fields to releive their ne- 
ceſſties, and thunder on my head to ſatisfie your Fuſt ice. 

The Prince's Ptety prerc'd the Clouds, for the Air 
was preſently overcaſt, and an univerſal Rain imme- 
diately fell, which did in due feaſon bring forth a 
fruitful Harveſt, When Igolaters ſeem ſcandalized at 
the Death: of FESUS CHRIST, we ule the Example 
of this Prince to juſtifie our Faith, You not only ap- 
prove of this Actian, ſay we to them, in which one 
of your Emperors diſrob'd himſelf of all that was mag- 
nificent, -and offer'd himſelf a Sacrifice for his Sub: 
jets; but you admire it, and recommend it to Poſte- 
rity as a fit Pattern. for all che Princes of the World : 
how. then can you diſlike that the exceſlive love and 
kindneſs, .which made JESUS. CHRIST offer himſelt 
an Oblation and Sacrifice for all Men; and deſpoil 
himſelf of the brightneſs of his Majeſty to inveſt us 
one day with his Glory and Divinity ? ' | 

Thele footſteps of the rrue Religion which we find 
in Chize for ſo many Ages together,carry us naturally 
co make a refletion which will-juſtifie che Providence 
of the Almighty in the Government of the World. Peo- 
ple axe ſometimes amaz'd that China and the Indies have 
been averſhadow'd by the clouds and darkneſs of Ido- 
latry, -almoſt ever ſince the birth of our Saviour, white 
Greece, a _grea.part of Africk, and almoſt all Europe. 

have enjoy'd the clear light of Faith 3 bur they..never. 
; ; conſ1dep 
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confider that: China for. two thouſand years had: the 
knowledge of the true God , .and have practisd the 
moſt pure Morality, while Europe and almoſt all the 
World wallow'd in Error and Corruption. : + © 7 
God, in the diſtribution of his gifts, is not an unjuſt 
refpecter of Perſons; yet he has laid out his times,to let 
his Grace ſhine forth #h due ſeaſon, which l1ke.the:/Sun 
riſes and ſets indifferent parts of, the World, according 
as People make a good or bad uſe of it. x1 | 
\-I do not; know whether I may make: bold: to add, 
that as the Sun, which by its. conſtant motion hides 
itſelf to ſome [to ſhew- itſelf ro-others ; has notwith-: 
ſtanding at the years end diſtributed to every Coun- 
try its*qual portion of light and warmth:; :ſo God' by 
the ſecret and: hidden courſe of his Grace and:Spirit 
which have.been communicated to the Wadd, hath 
equally divided them to all People in the World, the in 
different manners and at different times, ' However it 
be that God has made his wiſe diſtributiow of Grace, I 
am ſure of all: Nations China has leaſt reaſonto:com- 
plain,fince noone has receiv'd a larger portion than ſhe 
The- knowledge. of the: true God , which laſted 
many Apes after the Reign of Cam-vam,' and in all 
probability. a:long while atter the time of Gonfucize, was 
not always ſupported in the fame puriry. Ther minds 
were poſſefied: by Idolatry, and their:manners' be: 
came ſo corrupt, that-the true Faith: being: bur” the 
occaſion iof greater ill, was by little and/lictle-taken 
away from.them by the juſt Judgment of God. Ax 
mong all the Superſtitions which follow'd: hereupon; 
there were.itwo forts: which were principally: eſta- 
bliſhed, :and do between them at this preſent-com- 
prehend al:noſt all che Empare.'. 13 em 
- Li Laokys gave riſe tothe firſt of theſe. He was a 
Philoſopher who. lived before Confucizs; his birth was 
prodigious if you believe” what -his Followers :ſ\ay of 
it; for his Mother carried him more than fourſcore 
years in her-Flanks, fiom whence-a little _ ws 
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death he ſprang out of her right fide which opened 
it ſelf; This Monſter, to the forrow of his Country, 
ſurvived his Mother, and by his pernicious Dodrine - 
in a ſhort time grew famous: nevertheleſs he wrote 
ſeveral uſeful Books; of Virtue, of the good of avoid- 
tg Honour, of the contempt of Riches, of that in- 
comparable retiredneſs of mind, which ſeparates 'us 
from the World. the better to know our ſelves. He 
often repeated the following Sentence, which he 
faid was the foundation of true Wiſdom. Eternal 
reaſon produced one, one produced two, two produced 
three, and three produced all things: which ſeems to 
ſhew as if he had ſome knowledge of 'the Trinity. 
But he taughe that God was Carporeal, ard that 
he governed other Deities as a King governs his Subs 
jets. He applied himſelf mightily co Chymniſtry, of 
which ſome pretend he:was the inventer. ' He beat 
his Brains likewiſe about. the Philoſophers Stone, and 
did at length fancy, that by a certain ſort of Drink, 
one might be Immortal. Fo obtain which his Fol- 
lowers praftice Magick, which Diabohcal Art in 2 
ſhort time was the only thing ftudied by the Gentry. 
Every body ftudied it in hopes to avoid death; and 
the Women thro' natural Curioſity, as well as defire 
to prolong their life, applied themſelves to it, where- 
in they-exerciſe all ſorts of. Extravaganicies, 'and' give 
choalhiegiog co all ſorts of: Impieties. ' 
Thoſe who have made this their ptofeſfed buſineſs, 
are called Tien ſe, that s,' Heavenly Dottors; rhey 
have Houſes given them'to-live togerher 1n' Sagrety, 
they erect: in divers parts Temples co: Laokun their 
Mafter ; King and People honour him with Divine 
Worſhip; and altho' they have Examples enough tg 
have nndeceived them. from theſe errors, yet they 
vehemently purſue Immortality, by his Precepts who 
could never gain it himſelf. —_ 
Time, which ſtrengthens and confirms what 1s ill, 


did at length gain thele falſe Doctors fuch a Repiita- 
£101 
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tion as made them almoſt innumerable. The Co- 
venants which they make with the Devil, the Lots 
which they caſt, their Magical wonders whether true 
or only ſeeming, make them dreaded and admired 
of the common Herd : and whenceſoever it comes 
to. paſs, there is no body who does not give ſome 
credit to their Maxims, or does not hope to avoid 
Death by their means. | 

One of theſe Do&ors * got himſelf ſo 
great a Reputation, that the Emperar * Chamy. 
gave him the name Cham ti ; which is the 
name by which they call God himſelf,” and ſignifies 
Supreme Emperor. This piece of Impiety gave. the 
killing blow to the antient Rehgion ; for "till then 
the Chineſe, as much Idolaters as they were, did always 
make a diſtin&ion between the Cham ti, andithe other 
Gods. But by a juſt judgment-from God the Family 
of that Prince was extin&, *and the Empire which 
had*hicherco obſerved ics own Rules of Government, 
was the ficſt time forced to ſubmit to thoſe of the 
Weſtern Tartars. This a famous Colas | 
* who printed a Book, could not but #* x5eou-Krouns- 
acknowledge. 1 this time, ſays he, the Chan. 
Emperor Hoei-tgoum did agamſt all man- 
mer of reaſon give the attributes of the Supreme God ta 
a Man. This moſt powerful and adorable God above 
all the Spirits in Heaven, was ſenſible of the wrong 
done bim ; for he puniſhed ſeveraly the wickedneſs of 
this Prince, and utterly rooted out his Family | 

The ſecond Se&t which 1s prevalent in Chins, and 
is more dangerous and more univerſally ſpread than 
the former, adore an Idol which they call Fo or Foe, 
as the only God of the Warld. This Idol was broughs 
from the Indies two and thirty years after the Death 
of JESUS CHRIST. This Poiſon began at 
Court, but ſpread its infection thro' all the Provinces, 
and. corrupted every Town; ſo that this great body 
of Men already ſpoiled by Magick and Impiety, was 

c | _ immediately 
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immediately infeted with Idolatry, and became # 
monſtrous receptacle for'all ſorts of Errors. Fables, 
Superſtitions, Tranſmigration of Souls, Idolatry and 
Atheiſm divided them, and got fo ſtrong a Maſtery 
over them, that even at this preſent, there is not ſo 
great impediment to the progreſs of Chriſtianity as is 
this ridiculous and 1mpious Doarine. | 

No body can well te]l where this Idol Fv, of whom 
I ſpeak, was born; (I call him an Idol] and not a 
Man, -becauſe ſome think it was an Apparition from 
Hell ) thoſe who with' more likelihood ſay he was a 
Man, make him born above a thouſand years before 
JESUS CHRIST, in a Kingdom of the Indies 
near the Line, perhaps a little above. Bergala. They 
fay he was a Kings Son. He was at firſt call'd Che- 
Kia; but at thirty years of Age he took the name of 
Fo. His Mother who brought him into the World thro 
her right ſide, died in Childbirth : ſhe had a fancy in 
her Dream that ſhe ſwallow'd an Elephant, anT'for 
this reaſon it is that the Indian Kings pay ſuch honour 
to white Elephants: for the loſs of which, or gaining 
ſome others they often make bitter Wars. | © | 

When this Monſter was firſt born he had ſtrength 
enough to ftand alone, and he made fevenſteps, and 
pointed with. one hand to Heaven, and the other to 
the Earth. He did alſo fpeah, but in ſuch a manner 
as*ſhew'd what Spuit he was polleſs'd- withal. © 'n 
Heawen' or on Earth, "lays he, 1 aw the only Perſon 
who deſerve to be himoured, At ſeventeen: he mar+ 
ried, 'and had a Son, which he forſook as he did all 
the reſt of the World; to retire into a Solitude with 
three or four Indian Philoſophers, whom. he took: a; 
long with him to teach. . Bit ar thirty: he was'on'a 
ſiiddain- polleſs'd, and as it were'fulfitPd with cthe'Dr: 
vinity., 'who gave -him an univerſal - knowledge bf 
all-chings- From'thatitime he became a God, :and 
began- by:a vaſt number: of ſceming Miracles ,”1 
gan the Peopks adwitation. The' namber of: his 
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Diſciples 1s very great, and it 1s by their means that 
all the Indies have. been poyſoned with his pernicious 
Dodrine. Thoſe, of Siam call them 7alapoins, the 
Tartars call them Lamas or Lama-ſem, the Faponers 
BonZes, and; the Chineſe Hocham. | 

But this Chimerical God found at laſt that he was 
a Man as well as others; * He died at 79 years of Age; 
and to give the finiſhing ſtroke to his Impiety, he en- 
deavoured to perſuade his Followers to Atheiſm at his 
Death, as he had perſuaded them to Tdolatry in his, 
Life time. . Then he declared to his Followers that ſf- 

which he had hither told them was enigmatical; and® 
that they would be miſtaken if chey. thought there 
was any other farſt Principle of things beſide nothing ; 
It was, (aid he, from this nothing that all things ſprang, 
and it is into this nothing that ' all things muſt return. 
This is the Abyſs where all our hopes muſt end. ® 
Since this Impoſtor confeſſed that he had abuſed 
the World in his life, it is buc reaſonable that he ſhould 
not be believed at his death. Yet as Impiety has al- 
ways more Champions than Virtue, there were a- 
ang the Bonzes a particular Sect of Atheiſts, formed 
from the laſt words of their Maſter. The reſt who 
fonnd it troubleſome to part with their former pre- 
judices,kept cloſe to their firſt Errors. A third fore 
endeavoured. to recancile theſe, Parties together, by 
compiling a body of Doctrine, in which «here is a 
twofold Law , an interior and an exterior. One 
ought to prepare the mind for the reception of the 
other. . It 1s, ſay they# the mould which ſupports the 
_ materials *cill the Arch be made, and is then taken 
away .as uſeleſs. EE ein | 

' Thus the Devil making uſe of Mens Folly and 
Malice for their deſtruction, endeavours to eraſe out 
of the minds of ſome thoſe excellent ideas of God 
which are ſo deeply ingraved there, and co imprinc 
in the minds of others the: Worſhip of falſe Gods # 
under the ſhapes of a multicade of- different Crea- 
Y _  rures, 
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tures, for they did not ſtop at the Worſhip of this Idol. 
The Ape, the Elephant, the Dragon have been wor- 
ſhipped in ſeveral places, under pretence perhaps that 
the God Fo had ſucceflively been tranſmigrated into 
theſe Creatures. China the moſt ſuperſtitious of all 
Nations, increaſed the Number of her Idols, and one 
may now ſee all ſorts of them in the Temples, which 
ſerve to abuſe the folly of this People. 
It 1s true they ſometimes do not pay to theſe Gods 
that reſpe& which ſeems due to their Quality. For 
Wooten happens char if the People after worſhipping 
them a great while do not obtain what they defire, 
they turn them off, and look upon them as impotent 
Gods > others uſe them in the moſt reproachful man- 
ner: ſome load them with hard names, others with 
hard blows. How now, Dog of @ Spirit, ſay they to 
them ſometimes, we give you a lodging in a-magni- 
ficene Temple, we gild you handſomely, feed you 
well. and often offer Incenſe to you, and after all 
this care which we take of you, you are fo ungrate- 
_ ful as to refuſe what we ask of you. I 
Then they tye him with Cords, pluck him down, 
and drag him along the Streets thro! all the Mud and 
Dunghils, co punith him for the expence of Perfume 
which they have offered up to him for nothing. If 
in the mean cime it-happens that they obtain what 
they did defire, then they take the Idol! and with a 
great deal of Ceremony carry him back and place him 
in his Nich again, after they have waſhed and clean- 
fed him : They fall down ta him, and make excuſcs 
for what they have done. In truth, ſay they, we was 
a little too haſty, as well as you was ſomewhat too 
\ Jong in your grant ; why ſhould you bring this beat- 
ing on your ſelf ? Were it not = to have grant* 
ed our Petition of your own free will, rather than 
be forced to doit? But what is done can't be now 
undone, let us not. therefore think of it any more, 
if you will forget what is paſled we will gild you 
over again. h A 
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A faw years ago there happened a paſlage at Nan- 
kin; which does very well diſcover what an Opinion 


> the Chineſe have of- their Gads, A Man whole only 


Daughter was yery ill, tryed all che Phyſicians bur 
wichour effo&, he thought1t therefore his beſt way to 
berake himſelf to the affiſtance of his Gods, - Prayers, 
Offerings, Alms, Sacrifices, and all other means were 
uſed to obtain relief. The Bonzes who were greaſed 
in the Fiſt, promiſed that an Idol whoſe power they 
mighcily boaſted ſhould grant her recovery- For all 
this the Waman dyed, the Father oat of meaſure 
grieved, reſolved to revenge himſelf, and to bring a 
formal accuſation againſt the Idol. _ | 
He put in his complaint therefore tothe Judge of 
the place, in which after he had livelily ſhewed forth 
the deceicfulneſs: of this unjuſt God, he ſaid that he 
- deſeryed/an exemplary puniſhment for having broke 
his ward. If this Spirir, faid he, could cure my 
Daughter, it 1s palpable cheating to take my money, 
. and yet let her dye. If he could nat do it, what does 
he fignifie ? And how came heby his quality of God- 
___ thip? Dowe Worſhip him, and the whole Province 
fer him Sacrifice for nothing at all ? So that he con- 
claded ic to be'either from the Malice and Weakneſs 
of che Idol that the cure was not performed, where- 
fore his Temple he judged ought to be pulled down, 
his Prieſts ſhamefully diſmiſſed, and che Idol: puniſhed 
1n his own private Perſon. | | 
The Bulinels ſcemed of Conſequence to the Judge, 
wherefore he ſenc it to the Governour,- who defiring 
to have nothing to do with thoſe of the. other World, 
dehirgd''the YVice-Roy to examine into it. Aﬀter he 
hadhheard the Bonzes; who.were excremely concerfied 
JG; 60k ehgir part, and adviſed him nor” ro perfiſt 
i the Caule:.any longer! for; {aid he to-him, your 
are not wiſe, to concern your ſelf 'with thele fort of 
Spirits They are naturally ill: cempered, and I anr 
affa1d will-play fome ils efick. Believe me, you had 
% | T4 | better 
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Fetter come toan agreement. The Bonzes: aſſure me 
that the Idol ſhal do what is reaſonable on his pare, 
provided you on your part donot carry things too high. 

Brit the Man who was almoſt mad for the death 
of his Daughter, did conftantly proteſt that he would 
ſooneriperdſh than relinquiſh his juſt rights. The 
Sentence is given'for me, ſaid he, the Idol fancied 
chat he night commir” any ſort of: injuſtice with- 
out ipuniſhment,” becauſe he thought no body would 
be bold enoughuto take him to task; but he is not 
ſo ſafe as he thinks, and a little time will ſhew which of 
us is the moſt wicked, and the moſt a Devil of the two. 

The Vice-Roy could- not now go back, and was 
fain therefore to grant a Tryal, he ſent the Caſe: to 
the Sovereign. Council” .at Pekin, who remitted the 
Tryal to him again; he therefore Subpcena'd the par- 
ties The Devil,” who-had but coo many Friends a- 
mony all forts of Men, had alfo his ſhare among the 
'Lawyers and ProRors, thoſe of them to whom the 
Bonzes gave largely, foundicheir Cauſe good, ' and 
ſpoke with fo' much concern Ind vehemence that the 
1dol it ſelf-could not haye pleaded better. its owt 
Cauſe. Yet they had co deabwith a ſubtil Adyerfary, 
who had'been before hand with them, and had clear- 
ed the Judges underſtanding by a large: Bribe, being 
thoroughly perſuaded that the Devil muſt be very cun- 
ning indeed, to withſtand 1o clear an Argument as 
this [aft was to the Judges. Ts £2 THE 

In ſhort, after a great-many hearings, the Man 
carried his point. The Idol was condemned to a per- 
tual bamſhment, as. uſeleſs to the Kingdom; 
1is Temple was to be plucked down; and' 


* 


who repreſented.him were ſeverely cha 


carſu}, and whom one 


of this Character, weak,” 
| may 
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may affront ſafely? But, alas! We may flatter. our 
felves that we are never fo wiſe,. yet how much is 
our Wiſdom diſtant from Reaſon, when it is diſtanc 
from the true Faith. , 

Inſtead'of coming hereby to a knowledge of. the 
weakneſs of their Gods, the People grow more and 
more blind every day. The 'Bonzes are above all 
ed ob keep up their Credit and Reputation, be- 
cauſe of the advantage they make thereby. To bring 
this about the better, they make uſe.of the following 
Maxims of Morality, which they take great care to 

propagate. 

Ve muſt not think, fay they, that good and evil 
areas confuſed in the other World as they are in'this; 
there are there rewards for —_— and puniſhments 
for the bad;''which has oned different places 
to be ſet apart' for: the Souls of Men,. according to 
everyones Merit. The God Fo was the Saviour of 
the World, -he was born to teach the way of Salva- 
tion, and-to'make Expiation for all our fins. 

He has lefr us ten Commandments. The firſt 
forbids the- killing: of any: living Creature of what 
ort {oever'; the ſecondicommands not to take ano- 
ther. Mans' Goods; 'the-third' not to give up ones 
felf to Impurity ; - the fourth-not to-Lie; and the 

Beſides theſe they: recommend.to-the Peoples pra- 
Riſe ſeveral Works of Mercy. Entertain and nouriſh 
up/\ ſay they; the  Bonzes> brtild them. Monalteries 
and” Temples,- that their Prayers and voluntary Pe- 
nances may-abtain for yau- exemption:from that pu- 
niſhment which your fiashave deſerved. Burn Paper 
gilt afid waſhediwith Silver, Habics made of S:uft 
and Silk, "All Sel in-the.other World ſhall be 


F " 


turned into real Gold and: Silver, and 1nco true and 
ſubſtantial 'Garments,*-which ſhall be given co. yapc 
*athers ally Ra make ule of them as they 
have occafion; If you"'do not regard theſe Comr 
Foe F-4 mands, . 
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manids , you. ſh4ll be aſter your* death ctuelly tor- 
mented , and* expoſed 'to” Tfev8ral Metemſycofes of 
tranſmigrations: That is to ſay, YBu ſhall by born in 
the ſhape of Rats, Horſes, Mts; atid all" ether 
Creatures, This laſt point rakes gieat impreſfon 
upon their minds. 
I remember, that being inthe Provinee'sf Mnf 
I was ſerit for to Chriſten a ſick perſ8h.” 1HWAs if 
pld Man of threeſcore ard teri, "Wh lived Up 4 
ſmiall Penfi ion, Which the Emperor” had piven'hitn. 
When I came.into his Chamber, O' my good Father, 
on he, how mach am [ obliged to you, Wh afe go- 
deliver me frm” 4 great de#l of Torment. 
Bain atiſwered I, doe3hotonlydehver front the tor- 
ment of Hell, but entitles us to the enjoyment of 'a 
Place in Paradiſe : O how happy wil-ic be f6r you 
to go to Heaven, eternally to five Ih the preſence of 
God! I do nbt, ſaid the ſick Man, under finda 
you mean, nor pe: hapshave | ekplathed my rfe#r 
cleatly to you; you know, Father, I have Wed-a'le 
time upon the Em perors' bounty.” 'The' Bott, VC 
are perfe&tly'well Lone nted with all the=ranfacy 
ons of the other World; Mare me that" T Thrall: be 
dbliged after niy death, by way of f« 
my Pefifion to ferve” him, ati that my" 
fallibly go into one of his "Pk ” Horſes, \ 
Diſpatches from"Court thro'aM the Privy tice. © They 
have therefore beet: adviſingtticto thine" fy Bury” In 
that new ſtate nor to ſtumble, not Kick; nor" bite, 
nor otherwiſe hart arly ohe * Ruki well, way eithicle, 
and be patient,” fay they, and' you may move the 
Gods to compafiion who "often. of a good, Beaſt 
make at ſenpth a Pe "of Qual ty, or a cotifider- 
able Mandarin, T'pro ft, Pachier, 7h : Very thoughts 
of it makes me « "never comes into my mind 
but tremble; yer dream” ft tt every "hight and 
ſottierimes methinks in my feepT am already in the 
Harnels, ready ©o Tun at the firſt | jerk'of he Poftili- 


on 
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on. Then I wake in 2 great ſweat, and half mad, 
ſcarcely knowing whether I am a Man or a Horſe, 
But, alas! What will be, my ſorrow when this will be 
no-more 2.dream but a reality. 
Phis cherefore, Father, is the courſe I took. They 
tell me that thoſe of yaur Religion are not ſubje& ta 
choſe changes; that Men are. alyays Men, and are 
in the other World-of the ſame kind as they are here, 

I beg of you therefore to receive me among you. I 
know your Religion is hard co obſerve ; yer if it had 
ten times more difficulties, I am ready to embrace it; 
and. whatſoever trouble-ic put me to, I had rather be 
a Chriſtian than be/turned into a Beaſt, This dife 
courſe, and the condition the-Man was in, wrought 
me into compaſiion.;. and aiterwards conlidering with 
my ſelf, that. God, makes uſe of Ignorance and Folly 
to bring Men' tothe knowledge of the Truth, I took 
an” occalion (from thence to undeceive ym of his 
miſtakes,-.and to.lead him into the way of Salvation, 
I inftra&ed/him a great whale, at laſt he believed : 

and, I had the comfort. to ſee him. dye, not only wich 
* a*learerand better undgrſtanding of things, but far- 
er-with-all the. marks of a good Chriſtian, _ 

In proceſs of time, the Superftitions of the People 
grew fo'numberleſs, that I do nat believe any Nati- 
on under the Sno full of whimſies as Chme, 
Ths: Mandarins/ are obliged to condemn all theſe 
Seas as Hereticks, as indeed they do in their Books ; 
but yet pringing themſelves moſtly from 1dolatrous 
Families, and having been inſtructed by the Borges, 
they ih their practiſe follow, the example of the com- 
_ mow People. | oY 

Two of theſe Bonzes ſeeing one day in a rich Far- 
mers .Yard two. or three large Ducks, fell on - their 
Faces before*the Door, and figh'd and wept grievouſlly. 
The good Woman ſeeing them out 'of her Chamber 
window, came _dowa to ſee what was the occafion 
of their Tears We _ faid they, that the voy 

4 , 
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continuedthey, pathaps your Husband will not be ſo 
Fs y accident ſhould-happen'to 


vporomny they made" an; Entertainmenec of them 
for ſqme of their company,” and fattened themſelves 
with them. LE 245 HS; ? £3475 Bac, AK 


uſtibs a 
{ 


inſtead of the Boy who was: dead. Thus it isithat 
.the whole Country fromthe Pexfant- to the Prince, 
are hubbled by'theſe Miniſters of Tmquity. .* - 

' If they can't thus trick'People out of their-money, 
they try to get it out of them by doing Ads of Pe- 
' nance 'publickly; -which- the ' People eſteem them 
mightily for, "and ſhew-chemya* great deal of pity and 
compallion.  T-have ſeen them dragging after then 
2 long Chain'of Iron ag'thick as ones Arm, w: 
M FF ehirty 
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thirty foot long, faſtned to'the Neck or Legs. Thus 
it.is, {ay they, at _ Door as they paſs, that we 
expiate. your Faults , ſure; this deſerves ſome ſmall 

| Als: Others inpublick places knock their Pates with 
all their force with large Bricks,- till chey are almoſt 
ver d with blood. They have ſeveral other penitential 

Azons; but, what I was moſt furpriſedat was this. i-. 

\.Qge day:I met in-the.middle of-a Town a young 

Bonze of a good Mien, a genteel and modeſt look, 

ſuch. as mighr eaſily. move any ones Compaſlion and 

Charity. He ſtood upright in a ſoit of a Sedan very 
cloſe ſhut,.. the inſide of which was like a Harrow 

full of:Nails very thick, with their-points ſticking 

out towards the Man-:4n the: Chair, ſo that he could 
not bend either: one way. or tother without wound- 
ing himſelf. Two Fellows were: hir'd co carry him 
from Houſe to Houſe where he beg'd the People to 

havecompallion on him. - = ri 1 
told them.he was ſhut up jn that Chair for the 
their [Souls and was reſoly'd never to go 


wo 


” 


© 


did council hini-therefore co: come our of nlapton, 
to go to the:Temple. of the true God to be 1nftrudted 
in heavegly truths ,- and.ſubmit to Penance leſs (e- 
Yere,:but more wholeſome, He waso far from be- 

| inz 
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ing in a p4ffion wich me, chat he anſwer'd me calmly 
and courteouſly, that he was much-obliged to me for 
ny good advice, and would be more obliged' to me 
| Aill if I would buy a dozzm of his Nails, which 
would certainly make me have a good Journey. 

Here hold your hand, fays he turning on one 
fide, take theſe; upon che Faith of 'a Bonze they are 
the very beſt in all my Sedan, for they prick me' che 
moſt, yet you ſhall have them at che fame rate at 
which I ſel} che others. - He ſpoke'thefe words in fuch 
a manner as would have made me on any other occa- 
fion have langh'd; bur ac tht time tis blindneſs raiſed 
- my compaſſion, and I was ſttangely- concerned to 
ſee char bond-man of the' Devil ſuffer more to work 
out his owft deſtru&ion, than a Chriftian need do 
co pain his Salvation. Ned | | 
- Yet all the'Boizes are not Penitents: While ſome 

abuſe the credulous by their hypocritical *prerences, 
6chers get money out of chem by magic] Arts, -ſecrec 
Theft, hotnble Mutders, anda thouſand deteſtable 
abominarions, which modeſty wont Jet-me mention 

hete, People who are only outwardly ro, {pare 
- . nothing to gratifie cheir Paflions, andif they can but 
eſcape the juſtice of Men, which in this place ſpares 
none who are'caught wrong o their Neighbour; chey 
care not whatthey do in Eyes of that God whom 

they will ſcarcely-own. Ye 5 

- Although the generality'of the People are preju- 
diced in favour .of them, yet the: wiſer fort are al- 
way upon -their guard againſt theſe Wrerches; and 
the Magiſtrates always take great notice of whit they 
do in their Monaſte- ies. It happened a'few years 
ago, that'a Goverqour of a Town. paſling- with his 
Train in the Highway, ſaw a great company of People 
got thgether, and had the curiohity to ſend to know 
what'was the occalion of their meeting*there. 

The Bonzes were ſolemnizing an extraotdinary Fe- 
ſtival, they had ſet a Machine upon a Stage, at the 

Tl top 
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top of which a young Man put ont his Head over a 
little Rail which went all round the Machine. The 
R#il hid his Arms and all his Body; one could ſee 
nothing atliberty brit his Eyes, which he rowled abour 
as if he'w%s diſtratted. * Below this Machine an old 
Bokze appeared apron the Stage, who told the People 
that 'the your 4n which they ſaw was going to 
Satrifice himſelf according to Cuſtom in this manner. 
Theft rat by the Road fide a deep River into which 
he would” preſently throw himfelf headlong. He 
cifi't die, added rhe'Bonze, if he would, becauſe at 
the bottoth' of che River he will be received by Cha- 
ritable Spirits, who will give tim as good a welcome as 
he'can deſire. And Indeed it is the greateſt happineſs 
char can poſſibly befal hims an hundred Perſons have 
defired to Sacrifite themſelves inſtead of him ; bur 
we choſe him befvrethe reſt, becauſe of his Zeal and 
When'the' Mandarin had heard this ſpeech, he ſaid 
chat the young Man indeed had a great deal of 
Courage: but he: wonder'd much thar he did not 
intelt-rell:the People of this his reſolarion : lect him 
come dewh a litdle, faid he, that we may talk with 
him": The Banze, who was confounded at this or- 
der,' didall he-could to hinder it, and did proteſt 
<at'the whole Sacrifice wonld be ineffgftual if he 
ſpake a word, nv he did but open his mouth, and 
f his parc he cole 


| he cold not anſwer for the miſchief fach 
a thing We Pon the Province. For the mif- 
chief ' you talk" of," replied che Mandarin, 1 1! be re- 
ſponſf6le.” And then he commanded the young Man 
cocomedown; the gave no other anſwer to thele com- 
marids but hideous and *frightful looks, and various 

"or of his Eyes which almoſt ftarted out of 

is Head. - Y | 

You mayfrom hence, (aid the Bonze, judge whac 
violence you-offer him in commanding him down. 
He 'is already almoſt diſtracted, and if you continue 
| | you: 
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your command you will make+him die with grief.This 
did/ not make the ' Mandarin change his. reſolution, 
but he. order'd ſome of his Retinue to go up and 
bring him downs They found him tied and bound 
down on every fide, with a gag in his mouth 5 and 
as ſoon as they had unty'd.-him, and taken away the 
ap from the poor Fellows mouthz he cry'd' out as 
loud as he could bawl; Ah! my Lord, revenge me 
againſt thoſe Aſſaflins, who were going to drown 
me, I am a Bachelor of Arts, and was going to the 
Court at Pekis, to afliſt at the Examinations there : 

eſterday-a company of Bonzes ſeizzd-ypon me vio- 

ently, and this morning very-early they bound me 
to this Machine, taking fronime all power of crying 
out or complaining, 'and* intending to' drown 'me. 
this evening, being reſolv'd . to: accompliſh their ac- 
curs'd Ceremonies. at' the capa of my Life.” 

When he began: to ſpeak the Bones were'marching 
off, but the Officers of Juſtice, who always attend the 
Governours, ſtopp'd feveraliof them, The chief .of 
them who had pretended-juſt before that the young 
Man could not be drown'd, was himſelf immediatly 
thrown into the River. and drown'd,” the others were _ 
carry'd to Priſon, and did'after receive that puniſh- 
ment which they deſerv'd. Wn Rr TE 

Since the: Tarters have been Emperors of - China 
the Lamas | another ſort of -Bonzes have been eſta- 
'þliſh'd there. Their Habic, s different from thoſe of 
China both in ſhape and calour ;" but their Religion 'is 
the ſame with the Chineſe, and they worſhip the'God 
Fo, they differ from the Chineſe only ina few'particu- 
lar ſuperſtitious praftiſes. © [Theſe Lamas are” Chap- 
Jains to the Tartar Nobility who live at Pekin ;- but in 
Tartary they themſelves are'the Gods'which the Peo- 
ple worſhip. Wy, | ; 

There it-is that che God:Fo has his moſt famous ſeat, - 

where he appears under a fenfible figure, and as they 
ſay never dies. He 15 kept in a Temple; and an —_ 
number 
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number of theſe Lemas ſerve him with an ineffable 
veneration, which they'ſtrive as much as they can to 
imprint upon the: minds of all others whatſoever. 
| When he dies, for he is but a Man plac'd there, they 
put in his room a Lamas of the ſame ſtature, and as 
near as they caniof the ſame Features, that the Peo- 
pla:may be the better deceiv'd'by ic. Thus the Peo- 
ple of this Country,, and: eſpecially all Strangers are 
eternally bubbV'd by theſe Impoſtors. —=@_ 

Among the different Religions exerciſed in China, 
I do not think it worth-while to mention to your High- 
neſs a few Mabometans ,:\'who have liv'd for this fix 
hundred years,” in ſeveral Provinces, - and are never 
diftucb'd , becauſe they never diſturb any one elſe 
upon the ſcore of Religion, being content to enjoy it 
themſelves, or to:propagate ic there. among their Kin- 
dred by Marriages | However it may be of uſe to tell 
you. of a third Se& which is the Religion, or Philoſo- 
_ phy, or Policy of- ſome of the learned, for/one can- 
not-tell by what name to call this Do&rine, which is 
{s obſcure that the very' Profeſſors of it ſcarce under- 
ſtand -what they" teach. They call it in cheir. Lan- 
guage Iukiao, and is a Sect of learned Men. 
\--That you-may-underſtand what I am'going to tell 
you, you muſt know that Civil Wars, Magick, and 
{dolatry - having put the Empire into contufion for 
many: Apes, | love-of Learning was quite 2afſtiier'd, - 
and there were found tew Do@ors who could by their 
Writings awaken the minds of Men out of .chat 
Lethargy into which ignorance and the corruption 
of Manners had lalFd them. Only a- 
bout 1070.* Some creditable Expoun- #* After our 
ders were found, and in 1200, one-Do- Savzour. 
&or did diſtinguiſh himſelf from all o- 
thers for his extraordinary Underſtanding. By his 
example they, began by degrees'to take ſome pleaſure 
in reading antient Books, which they had before 
thrown altde. | 
| Laſtly 
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Laſtly in the year 1400. the Emperor being wiſ- 
ling to ſtir up in his Subjedts #love of Learning, made 
choice of fourſcore and two af the moſt ingenjons 
Doctors, whom he commanded to jo omits « Stem 
agreeable to the Sentiments of che Antient\Wrugrs, 
which might ſerve as a dire&ion for the 8 Lewes hgigs 
after. The Mandarins who had "ow Jong le 
themſelves diligently to: Is | > but bein; oy 
with thoſe Opinions which iy 
over China, inſtead of io] _ 1 the gr logs wN 
Antients, they tryed by falſe Gloſles and Jreer preta» 
trons to diftort the words-and ſayings: of the Anti- 
ents to their prejudicate Opinions.” © 

They ſpake of God. as pothing different from Na- 
ere it ſelf; that is from that powery energy,/ or na- 
rural Virtue which did praduge; ahd put 11 order all 
the parts of the Wapld, and which daes iill keep 
them'in that order, *He is, ſay they, a'm9 \P4e# age 
moſt perie& Principle ; ho us the-Source f of things, 
and the Eſſence of all 'Beings, and ang jel” Can- 
ſtizutes the formal diftenence of every. Los Thay 
made uſe of thoſe magnificent expreiſi A 
tients, that they migt ſeem to ono © to. their Do- 
Arine; buty edt] they raiſed new Opinions, becauſe: ; 
they underſtand hereby I can'c tell whas fort of in{en- 
ble ſoul gf che” World, which they imagine ſpread 
thro' Mztter, upon which i it produces the ſeveral mu- 
cations we ſee. This is not that Supreme Emperor 
of Heaven all juſt.and all .powertul, the ghigt :of all 
Creatures): in their Works nothing is found, bai: a 
better ſore of Atheilm, and a licentisi freedom from 
the Worſhip of God. by 
Bur, whether ic-was becauſe they. were vawilling to 


expreſs themſelves plainlyz+or did accidentally' tnake 


uſe of-expreflions of a. larger fignification than theic 
meaning, - yet they talk of Heaven as did the Antis 
ents, and aſcribe co:Natur@ almoſt all thoſe pertedti- 
ons which we attribute to God, They ing wil- 

gy 
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lingly the Mehomerans, becauſe like them they adore 
the Maſter and King of Heaven. They Perſecute 
all other Seats with great violence, which at Courc 
they took up a reſolution utterly co aboliſh throughout 
the whole Empire... .. 

Yet ,many reaſons perſuaded them from putting 
this reſale in ppg ,. the chief of which were 

ſevera ang the Learned were Diſlen- 
ters ns ſom. chis pg neg Ge hſh*d Dodtrine, for they 
could ps YA es pb 0 proc ther ag) Jookgo 
in.s. belides 2 copic werg/wholly byaſs'd in 
vour-of, "Idols, {o Li their Temples could never be 
pull'd down, but In rrections and Diſturbances muſt 
necellarily enlge, They were. therefore contented 
tO, Ac hho ekis. all the other Seas Hereticks 
(wb by Ho Te. J6ars without Latong them- 
J aliy.co ſtop £ the pens ot. m. 
els n4 & by their moſt learned 
Men, and Tory ay porn _ S000 
tion, > were greedily, receiy'd by every me 
lik'd chem them, becauſe they deſtroy'd all rg of Relt- 
o10n, and. thel&make up the greateſt number of this 
Sect. Others approv'd .of them, becaule che Reli- 
- gion which they contain'd,was ſo very licle, that it 
colt chem no pains nor trouble to practiſe it. And 
thus was the;Set of the Learned form'd, of whom 
one. may juſtly ſay, they honour God with their 
Mouth and with their Lips, for they often ſay that 
we muſt adore and obey. Heaven ; but their Hearts 
ace diRtant. from him, ſeeing chey explain thoſe words 
in ſuch a ſort as-deltroys the very being of God, and 
ſifles all ſenſe of Religion, 

Thus this People ſo wiſe ofons, ſo full of 
Knowledge, and, (if I may ule. the expreflion ) of 
the Spirit .of God, are now in theſe laſt days milera- 
bly Eln into Superſticion, Magick, Paganiſm, and 
laſtly into Atheiſm itlelf, falling by degrees Story by 
Story till they come to the very bottom of the Build- 


ing; b- 
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ing; becoming thereby Enemiestothat reaſon which 
they had ſo conſtantly follow'd/, and/abomiinable to 
that very Natureto” whigh'they-now give ſuch high 
Encomiurns,.' ; 
"This is, my Lord,zan' account of the preſent Scate 
of Chins, with'reſpe& to the'ſeveral-Religions-there 
.t1 uſe. "For as-for the” political Honoursawhich:they 
pay to Confucius, they ate not Dwine Worſhip, and 
the Palaces which are calf'd by this Name are»not 
Temples, but Houſes for learned men to-aſſemble'in, 
I was unwilling to particularize-their Ceremonies, 
cheir Opinions and their Morals. Befides thatit-would 
be tedious and endleſs, it js very" difficult: ts: give « 
certain account of them: becauſe the Bonzes doevery 
day invent new whimfies, "and if they can but-live-at 
other Peoples charge by ah ons »they'do hot 
value whether they exactly: follow the \Doatrine'/of 
their 'Predeceſſors , which'is"in effe& neither better 
nof freer from abſurdities than their own. 
 _ - Nothing now remains but*thar' I giveiyour -Eimi- 
vide the"Kingdom *che Wihperor'ts MR ielica 
This Prince, who is naturally. wife and'polifick, has 
always kept'in with the*People. As he 15%upon 4 
Throne which the leaſt blaſt may ſhake} he endea- 
vours as much-as he tan to ſtrengthen ietby his Peo- 
ples love: he is ſo far fromiprovoking them, thawhe 
makes himſelf very gm , "yer not to-fuch-a de- 
gree as his Father did, left he ſhould bring por 
himſelf the Mandarins hatred; yer much more'than' 
did the antiene Emperofs;” to the 'end that he may as 
much as poflible ſweeten that-Yoak; whicli'a new 
Government Has pur 6h their ſhoulders. = 
- He does ther 


4 
- 


sfofs'permit or rather tolerate Super- 
ſtition: "he pays a great deal of reſpe&t to ſeveral] Bon- 
' 2es of the firſt Rank,*whothave'behaved chemſelves 
well in any of the Provitices or at Cotmtz nay he 
docs his own Temper that violence as to ler _ of 
| there 
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them live in his Palace, thoſe whom the Princeſs his 
Mother had before brought and eſtabliſhed there, 
But tho? he thus favours their Perſons, he 1s no ſlave 
to their Opinions. He perfe&ly underſtands the fol- 
ly of them, and does upon ſeveral Occaſions laugh 
at thoſe things which they enjoyn for Principles of 
Religion, as Extravagancies and Fables. He often 
ſends thoſe who ſpeak to him of them to the Miſſio- 
naries: Hear,' ſays he, thoſe Fathers who reaſon ſo 
well, I am ſure they will not be of your mind, One 
day he faid to Father Verbies his Mathematician. 
Why do not you ſpeak of God as we do? People would 
be leſs ſat againſt your Religion. You Cem aches Mi 
call bim Tien-tghu * and we call bim + ger HE 
Cham-ti. 1s x 'or the ſame thing? yy i Chanzi $0- 
Will you leave the uſe of a good word vercign Emperor. 
becauſe People give falſe Interpretati- 

ons of it ? My Lord, ſaid the Father, I know that your 
Majefty does follow the old Dofirine of China 5 which 
ſeveral Doftors have forſaken : and if we ſhould 'nſe 
their words, they would (fancy we believe as they believe, 
' But if your Majeſty will by & Proclamation publickly 
declare that the word Cham-tt ſignifies the ſame in ef+ 
fefF, that the Chriſtians mean by Tien-tghu, we are 
ready to make uſe of any one of them as ſoon as the other. 
He liked the Fathers's anſwer, but reaſons of State hin- 
dred him from following his advice. | 

When the Queen-Mother was dead, thofe who 
had the Care of the Funeral committed co them, in- 
formed the Prince that ic was neceſſary, according to 
antient. Cuſtom, to. pull down part of the Palace- 

Wall, that'the body mighe be carried thro” the breach 
becauſe that the Roya] Family would be expoſed to a 
great: many misfortunes, if the Body was carried thro' 
the ordinery pallages. Tow do not talk rationally, (aid 
the Emperor to them, your beads are full of whimſies. 
What folly is it to think my good or bad Fortune depends 
»pon the way by which my —_— goes to ber Tomb! 

£ P | 
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Te 2as my unhappineſs to loſe ber, and to fear any miſ- 
fortune after ſo great a loſs, would be to diſhonour her 
after her death, by ſuperſtitious Rites and ridiculous Cere- 
2onies, Some time after ſeveral Maids of Honour to. 
the Empreſs, came and fell at the Emperors feet, and 
begg'd with Tears that he would ſuffer them, who 
had ſerv*d the Empreſs here , to follow her into the 
other World, where their Services might be needful 
to her, ' He ſaid to them. I have taken care of that 
already, you need not therefore put your ſelves to farther 
trouble. about it. , And for fear leſt a cruel zeal might 
protypt them to-lay violent hands on themſelves, he 
commanded their Hair to be immediately cut off, and 
that they ſhofild be confin'd. When they are ſhav'd, 
they fancy-themſelves uſeleſs, and unhe to ferve Per- 
fons of Quality in the other World. 

Theſe Example are enough to let us ſee that the 
Emperer is. very far: from giving bimſel{ up to all. 
theſe popular extravagancies. He honours Confucizs 
as the-ftſt and wiſeſt Philoſopher in the World; in 
{cveral things he follows Cuſtom, when he judges it 
rauch for his intereſt; at certain times of the year 
he offers'Sacrifices in the Temples, according to an- . 
tient practice, yet he ſays it 15 only in honour of the 
Cham-ti, and that he adores no other but the ſupreme 
Lord of the Unwerſe. Thus far the inſtrution of 
the Miiltonaries have work'd upon him. He believes 
in one God, but State Reaſons, and the gratification 
of his Paſſions which are oppoſite to the Spirit of 
JESUS CHRIST, have never ſnffer'd. him to open 
his Eyes to the truth of .the- Goſpe]. The rigidneſs 
and ſevericy of Morals which this requires, oftimes 
ſtops the moſt reſolute, and we ſee every day per- 
fons in the World, who have a greatneſs of ſoul e- 
nough to deſerve the name of Hero's, who do yet 
want courage when they ought to behave themſelves 


as thoſe who bear that of Chriſtians. 


Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs chis Prince would not have any one 
-think that he reje&s.our Religion for.waatot courage. 
He told his mind to Father Yerbieft one day in theſe 
wards: ; Your Law # hard, yet whatever difficulty was 
| to be undergone, 1 ſhould not fick one minate #0 be-of it, 
were 1 conviuced of the truth. of it. If I was once a 
Chriftian, I am pretty well [atisfied that in three or four 
years the whole Empire would be ſo too. For Tam their 
Meofter, We mighthave ſome hopes from theſe Seng- 
ents of the Prince, if we' were not on the-other'ſids 
perſuadedthar the love of pleaſure, and the fear of giv- 
ing occaſion to ſome Revolution in the Empire were 
not almoſt invincible hindrances to his Conyerſton. 
Bue who can find out the Almighty's deligns? And 
who has hitherto penetrated into the the myſteries of 
his eternal Councils? are not the hearts of the greateſt 
Princes as'well as of che meaneſt People 1n his keeping ? 
It is from:that Almighty hand char all our hopes are 
which: has already confounded an infinite number of 
Idols, -. and" overthrown many of theic Temples ; it 
has made'Vice-Roys, Miniſters of State, -Princes,and 
one Empreſs ſubmit eo the Yoak of Chriſtianity. 'The 
more the Converlion of the Emperor requires Mira- 
cles, the. .more worthy it is. of the great power. and 
infinite goodneſs of God, who is call'd Great for no 
other reaſon than for the great and mighty things 
Which he hath done. FW 
Thus; :my Lord, | if Europe continues to ſend into 
Ehins fervent and devout Miſſionaries, we may hope 
'that God wall-vouchſafe to make ule of their Zeal for 
the accompliſhment of his great Work. I am in ths 
moſt profound manner, = 


My Lord, © | 
Your Eminance's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant, 
| L I. 
44 
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' To Monſieur Rouillie, Counſellor - of 
| State m Ordinary. vb 


Of the Eflabliſhment and Progreſ 


of the Chriſtian Religim 'm 


P-E"JHE Ardent Zeal which you have always 
= ſhew'd towards eftabliſhing and promot- 


ing the Chriſtian Religion in Chive , 

| makes me hope that you will be pleas'd 
ith the Letter which I now take the boldneſs to 
write ta you. You will not only read therein thoſe 

things which I have already had the honour to di- 
courſe with you about fo often, but alſo many other _ 


uſeful remarks, which 1 hope may be worthy your 
curioſity and attention. ' | 

It will without doubt bring you a great deal of 
comfort, by ſhewing you that your Care , your 
Prayers, and your Bounty have been ſeconded by 
Heaven; and that in. contributing fo much as you 
ave done to the Converſion of ſo many Souls, you 
will at the end of the World be accounted a Father 
of many Faithful. 

But if in ſpight of all that I can ſay, you will not 
be made ſenſible of the great good you do there, for 
it is with the greateſt difficulty that you are brought to 
believe you do good: you will at leaſt ſee that the 
fervent Mifionarjes, who for more than an ek hos 

are 
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laboured in the large field, of the Goſpel, are not al- 
cogether unworthy their Employment, and that the - 
Fruits which they gather there, ſhould be an encouzage- 
ment to all Ezrope, to perfe& this great Work which by 
them hs been ſo happily began. | 
Among other things which the Emperor obje&ed 
againſt us when diſcourſipg of the Chriſtian Religion, 
this was none of the weakeſt, If the knowledg of 
_ JESUS CHRIST, fays he, ſometimes is neceſſary 
for Salvationz and if God d<fires the Salvation of all 
Men ;* why has he ſo long kept us in ignorance and. 
error? It is now above ſixteen Ages lince your Religi- 
en, the only way Men have to obtain Salvation, has 
been .cſtabliſhed in the World 3 we knew nothing of ic 
here. Is Ching (o inconſiderable as not to deſerve to be 
thought of, while ſo many barbarous Nations have been 
enlightned 2 

The Mifſionaries have very folidly anſwered this obe 
jection, and - that with ſo good a Face of Reaſon, as 
did-give ample ſatisfaction co the Emperor. I do nor” 
here-tell you, Sir, their anſwer; you do your ſelf 
| know all-that could be poſſibly ſaid thereto, But per- 
haps it will not be tedious tGyou to let you know chat 
China has not been ſa much negleRed as it Thinks, We 
cannot inform our ſclves of all that has paſſed in this 
New World, ſince the death of our Saviour; for the 
Chineſe Hiſtories ſelaom ſpeak of any thing but what 
concerns Political Government, Yet the Divine Provi- 
dence would be ſufficiently juſtified in this point, if it 
had acted for the Salvation of Chins no more than has 
come to our knowledge. | 

There is no doubt but St. Thoxzas preached the true 
Faith in the Indies, and it is as certain. that the Indians 
had then great dealings with the Chineſe, to whom al 
moſt all India was tributary, It is therefore, very pro» 
bable that this Apolile, to whom the care of this 
New World was committed, did nct negle the beſt: 
part of je, which was then 2s. much diltipguiſhed a» 
TTRITES £ 3 | bore. 
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bove the- reſt of, the Eaſtern part, as. taly was: above 
che Weſtern'in the raoſt flouriſhing condition of the 
Roman Empire. © So that perhaps he himſelf travail- 
led chere;' or at ſeaſt-ſent ſome of his Followers, , . 

'This Conjecture which carries us own Evidence. 
with it, 'does ftill receive confirmation, from what 
the Chineſe: Hiſtories relate concerning thoſe times. 

Their-Hiftory ſays that a Man came into Chiza and 
preach'd/Heavenly Doctrine, He: was nat an. ordi-. 
nary*Manj* adds the Hiſtory, his. Life, his Miracles, 
and his Virtues made him _admir'd by all the World. 
Furthermore/one may. read in an antient Breviary of 
the Chureh of Malabar, wrote in Chaldee theſe words, 

_ which are in the Office for St. Thomes's day. I; was 

by St. Thomas's means that the Chineſe and Fthiapi- - 
ans- were converted and came to the Knowledge of the 

Truth, And in another place, It was by Sr. Thomas, 
that 1s to ſay, by the preaching of St. Thomas that the 
Ringdors of Heaven went into the Empire of China. 
And'm'an- Anthem we read theſe words which_fol- 
low: The Indies, China, Perſia, &c. offer «p, in me- 
mmory. of St. Thomas, the worſhip due to thy boly Name. 
We can'e-tell what Converſions he wrought: there, 
nor how long Religion flouriſh'd; but this . 15..cer- 
tain} that' if |Religion hath not been kept up 1n- Chizs 
till now, the Chineſe may thank themſelves, who by a 
criminal negle& and voluntary 'ſtubborneſs, did. ſo 
eafily part with the gift of God. 

_ : Neither is this the only time wherein our Lord hath 
viſited them. - A great while after, that is in the ſeyenth 
Century , a Catholick Patriarch of the Indies ſenc 
Miflionaries thither, who preach'd the true Religion 

with good fuccefs. Altho their Hiſtory. hath men- 
tion'd Aomething of -this, yet it is done in fo few 
words; "-and 11-10 careleſs and obſcure a manner, that 
we ſhould never have' had the happineſs of being 
throughly 'acquainted with this Miftion, were it not 
for an Accident which happen'd a few Years 80s 
: whic 


of the Chriſtian Religion in China, 343 
which it pleas'd God'to bring abour, for the ſtronger 
eſtabliſhing the Faich in this great Empire. 
In the Year 1625, fome Maſons digging near $;- 
gan, the Capital of the Province of Xen, found a 
long Table of Marble, which had been heretofore 
erected as a Monument in the manner they build 
them in China, and which-ttme had buried” in the 
ruins of ſome Building, or had hid in the Ground,fo 
that no remains of it were vitible. "Yhis Stone which 
was ten foot long and fix foot broad, was very nicely 
examin'd,” the more for this reaſon, becauſe on the 
top of it there was a large Croſs handfomly grav'd, 
below* which - was a long diſcourſe in Chineſe - Cha- 
raters, and other Letters wiich the Chineſe did nat 
underſtand; they were Syriack Characters, The 
Emperor had notice of it, and had a Copy of it ſent 
him; 'and did 'command that the Monument ſhould 
be carefully kept in a Pagode *, 
where 1t now 1s, about-a mils from * Ar Idols Templs 
Sigan, The ſubſtance of che Inſcri- 
' ption' on the Table is as follows. . 
"There 15 a f1:{t principle of all things, of a ſpirica- 
*al and intelligent Nature, who created all things oft 
' of Nothing, and who ſubſiſts in three Perſons. Ac 
* Man's Creation he endn'd him with original Juſtice, 
* made him King of the Univzrſe, and maſter of his 
* own Pafftions; bur the Devil drawing him into Tem- 
f ptation, corrupted his mind, and diſturb'd the inward 
$peace and innocerſce of his heart, Hence ſprang all 
choſe misfortunes which} overwhelm human kind, 
*and all thole different Factions into which we arg 
*crumbPd, cg | 
' *Mankind, who hince that fatal fall did always 
*walk in Darkneſs, would never have fonrithour the 
"path of Truth, if one of theſe three Perſons of the 
* Divinity had not taken upon him the Nature cf 
"Man, which Man we cali the eſis. An Angel 
# proclaim'd his corting, 'and fome time after he w.s 
es E4 7 © born 
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%orn of a Virgin in'Fudea- This-miraculous Birth was 
*ſer forth by:anew Star in the Heavens. Some Kings 
* who obſerv'd the:Star,came and offer'd Preſents tothe 
* Divine Infafit;; that fo the Law and Predicionsof the 

twenty four Prophets might-be accompliſh'd. -| 
© He govern'd the World by inſtitoting a very'plain, 
* Spiritual and Heavenly Law. He eſtabliſht eight Bea- 
* titudes. -He endeavour'd to diſlwade men from ſetting 
* thejr hearts on- the good things of this World,in order 
*to fix inthem a love of thoſe good things which will 
* never fail; He let forth the beautifulneſs of the-three 
© principal Virtues. Heſet open the gates of Heaven to 
£ the Juſt, to which place he himſelt aſcended at mid- 
© day, leaving on Earth twenty ſeven Books of his Do- 

* krine,proper for the Conyerſion of the World. 
*He inſtituted Baptiſm for the -waſhing away Sin, 
* and laid down his Life on the Croſs 0 all Men 
* without exception. His Miniſters cut not off their 
© Beards, . but have their Heads ſhav'd, excepting a 
"circle of Hair which they leave on. They have no 
*© Servants, for they make themſelves ſuperior to none, 
* whether 1n the height of Proſperity or in the depth 
of Aﬀidion. Inſtead of heaping up Riches they 
* willingly impart- their little all co choſe who ace in 
*want. They Faſt both for mortification of them- 
ſelves, and in obſervance of the Laws. They re- 
* yverence their Superiours and honour all gaod men, 
* They pray ſeven: times a day for the Dead and the 
© Living-. They offer Sacrifice every Week, to purge 

"chem from their Sins, and to purifie their Hearts. 

* Even Kings who follow not this Law, whatſoe- 
\ yer they do, can never make themſelves truly eſti- 
. * mable among Men. _ In the Reign'of Tai-rgourm, a 


Cc F: 


moſt, wxſe and honour'd Prince, Olopcicens coming 


* from Fudes,. aſter a long. caurſe of dangers -by Sea 
" and by Land, art laſt arciv'd at Chin in the Year of 
_ *our-Lord 636 The Emperqr having notice of it, 
? ſent 2 Colao.to meet him un tho-Suburbs of the bo. 

"2 " poriay | 
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' perial-City ; with Orders'to condu&him to the Pa- 
* Jace. ::When he came there his Law was examined, 
+ and>the'-truth of it: acknowledged 5 fo that the 
* Emperour in favour.of him made the following Edidt. 
© No particular Name comprehends the true Law, 
# neither are the Saints fixed to one place; they are 
© ſcattered thro' the whole World, that they may be 
* univerſally uſeful. A Man of Fades, of exempla- 
* ry Vertue is arrived at our Court : We have exami- 
© ned his Doctrine, and found it admirable, with no 
* mixture of Pride, and built upon thoſe Principles 
* which ſuppoſe the Warld had a beginning. This 
* Law teaches the way of Salvation, and cannot bue 
© be extreamly uſeful to all our Subjets. I therefore 
© judge it necefſary that 1t be taught them. Afﬀeer- 
* ward he commanded that a Church ſhould be built, 
* and nominated one and twenty Perſons to ſerve 
* that Cure, 7 | 

© Kao, the Son of Tai: goum, ſucceeded him in the 
© Year 651, and endeavoured to make that Religion 
* flouriſh which his Father had received. He highly 
© honoured the Biſhop of Olopoiien, and built in all the 
© Provinces Churches for the true God. So that 
© the Bonzes ſome Years after being alarm'd at the 
* progreſs which Chriſtianity had made, uſed all means 
fto ſtop the courle of it, 

© The Perſecution was great, and the number of the 
* faithful grew ſmall, when our Lord raiſed up two 
© Perſons of extraordinary Zeal, who defended the 
© Faith with ſo much vigour, that in a litele time it 
© recovered-its former luſtre, The Emperor on his part 
*ſtrove to confirm it more and more; even fo far as 
* tocommand five Kings to go to Church, and pro- 
© {trate themſelves before the Altar, and to ere&t 
* other Churches in ſeveral Towns tothe Honour of 
* the-God of the Chriſtians. Thus the Foundation, 
* ſhook by the ſtruggle which the Bonzes made, be- 
* came more ſolid and better fixed than ever. = 
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- © In the mean while the Prince hitnſelf- contintied 
to give = {figns of his Piety ; he made the''Pj. 
| © tures of his Predeceftors be carried to Chnrch + he 
© offered himſelf an hundred pieces of Sik np>5n the 
© Altars; payed mighty reſpe& to Ki-ho, a Miffio- 
© nary newly arrived out of Fudes, and alt his life 
© time omitted nothing 'that was neceſſary” for the 
* propagating the Goſpel in his Dominions: .Vex- 
© min Who ſucceeded him in the year 759. inherited 
« his. Vertue as well as Crown. He built five Churches. 
© He was famous for his other greater Qualities as well 
© as for his care of Religion. | 
© The following Emperors confirmed Chriſtianity 
© by their Edits and Examples, We can pray for them 
© without fearing that our Prayers will not be heard, 
© for they were humble and peaceable; they bore with 
© the faults of their Neighoours;z and did good to all 
© ſorts of Men. . Which 15 the true Character of Chri- 
\ ſtianity, and 15 the true way to make Peace and 
© Plenty flow into the greateſt Kingdoms. 
< Others of them were exerciſed in the Works of 
© the brighteſt Charity. The Emperor 'So-tgoum of- 
© fered at the Altar, and built Churches ; befide he 
© afſembled together the Prieſts of four Churches, and 
© for forty days ſerved them himſelf with great re- 
* ſpe; he fed the Poor, cloathed the Naked, healed 
© the Sick, and buried the Dead. It is to keep up the 
'* memory of their great A&ions, and to let Poſterity 
© know the preſentStare of the Chriſtian Religion here, 
© that we have erected this Monument inthe year 582. 
'This, Sir, 1s a faithful Epitomy of what is remark» 
able in this famous remain of Chme/e Antiquity. The 
Bonzes who keep it in one of their Temples near Si- 
gan, have erected over againſt it,'a long Table of 
Marble every way like it, with Encominms open the 
Gods of the Country, to diminiſh as much as they can 
the glory which the Chriſtian Religionreceives from 
thence, The Chronicle of China confirms p. rea 
I | | rder 
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Qrcder. and Succeflion of the Emperors what the 
Monuments [ays of it ; but I am apt to think that the 
Vertues of thoſe, Emperors mentioned therein are ex- 
alted too much, ſome of. whom in Hiſtory are faidto . 
have done as much far Paganiſm, as this, ſays they, 
did for Chriſtianity. However that be, it is a plain 

.ſtimony that, the Faith was preached there and re- 
ved by,.a, great many perſons. It flouriſhed there 
at leaſt an js wa fourſcore and fix years, and per- 
haps much longer,- for we have no. account of its 
failure, for the, yery memory of it was loſt; and. when 
" the new Miſfionaries of our Society came thither, 

they found no fign or footſtep of it. 4 

It was in the year 1552. that Saint Xavier went 
thither in hopes to add this new Conquelt to the 
Kingdom of. JESUS CHRIST. It ſeemed that that 
great Man had made but an Eſlay in the Indies, and if 
L may uſe the expreſſion,had but ſerved an Apprentice- 
ſhip to that Zeal, which he would be perfe& Maſter 
of in Chins. And ſurely 44oſes never had a more ar- 
dent. defire to enter 1nto.the Holy Land, to gather 
. with his People the Temporal Riches of that Country, 
than this Apoſtle longed to. carry into this new World 
the Treaſures of the Goſpel. - Both one and tother 
dyed by the Providence of God, 1n a time when their 
long Voyages and infinite Labours ſeemed anſwered 
by a great probability of ſucceſs. 

The Scripture tells us, Moſes's death was a puniſh- 
ment to him for his lack of Faith St. Xavier's ſeems 
to be a reward. for the abundance of his, God had a 
mind to reward his Zeal, his Labours, and his Cha- 
rity 3 and: was, willing to defer far a time that torrent 
of Mercy which he deſigned for the Empire of China, 
that he might reward. his Servant with that Glory, 
which he had procureg for ſo many. Nations, He 
dyed in the Ifle of Sancheu,. or as we ſpeak it Sanci- 
an , under the Juriſdiction of the Province of Can- 
zz it 15 well known that he lay in the ground fpegeal 
x ; | 7” month<* 
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months, all which time God preſerved him from the 
uſual Corruption, from hence he was carried to Goa, 


where from that time he hath -been honoured as 
the Protecor of that place, 'and che Apoſtle of the 


Eaſt. | | 
- The touch of his Body Conſecrated the place of his - 
burial. That Hland became not only a famous place, 
bue alſo an Holy Land. Even the Heathen hondured 
it, and fled thither as to a City of 'Refuge, ' In the 
mean time Pirates haunted thoſe”\Coaſts, that no 
Veſſels dared to go thereabouts, fo that the :place 
where this Sacred Tomb lay, was quite unknown to 
the Europeans > and it is but alittle while ago that they 
diſcovered it by a particular accident. . © | 
In the Year 1688, a Porveghele Veſſel which com- 
ing from Gos, had on Board:the Governour of Macao, 
was ſeized by a ſudden guft of Wind, and forced to 
let the Ship drive towards theſe Ilands do what they 
could, They caſt Anchor between the 1ſles of Sar- 
ciam and Lampacao, which were fo near one another, 
as to make a kind of Haven. Contrary Winds con- 
tinuing eight days, gave Father Caroccio a Jeſuite, who 
was on Board,” an opportunity of ſatisfying his de- 
- vout reſolutions. He went on ſhoar, and was re- 
ſolved in ſpight of Danger to go in ſearch of the 
Saints Tomb: The Pilot and moſt part of the Sailors 
followed him, they ſearched the whole Itland but to 
no purpoſe. | \ 
At laſt a Chineſe, an Inhabitant of the place, 
Tmagining with himſelf what it was which they ſo 
ardently fought after, undertook to guide them, and 
led them to a place which al] the Inhabitants reve- 
renced, and where he himſelf began co perform Acti- 
ons and Geſtures of Piety. The Father who could not 
underſtand him, began to' ſearch about for ſome fign 
or mark of the Sepulchre, and found at laſt a Stone 
five Cubits long, and three broad, upon which was cute 
theſe words in Lativ, Portugueſe, Chineſe, and Tow 
| ue & 
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eſe, Here Yavier 8 Man truly Apoſtolical was buried. 
Then they all fell on their Knees, and did with De- 
votion kiſs that Earth, which the Tears and the laſt 
Groans of that Apoſtle had ſanaified. The Inhabi- 
tants of the place came in and followed the Example 
of the Portugueſe: even the Engliſh, for one of theic 
Veſiels came to an Anchor in the ſame place, came 
thither to honour the Saint, and prayed Bgreat while 
at his Totnb. Father Caroccio ſome time after ſaid 
Maſs int his Pomtificalibus, while the two Veſlels, the 
Engliſh and Portugueſe , did ſeveral times diſcharge 
their Artillery, and gave marks of their common joy. 

Laſtly, to preſerve the memory of that holy place, 
they reſolved to build a good ſquare Wall all round the 
Tomb, and to dig a Ditch to ſecure it from all Inun- 
dations. In the nudſt between theſe Walls they raiſed 
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the Stohe which they found overturned, and built aft 


Altar, as a Memorial of the auguſt Sacrifice of the 


Eucharift which had'been offered up there, which 
might alſo ſerve to Celebrate it upon again, if either 


Accident or Devotion ſhould carry the Miniſters of 


JESUS CHRIST thither any more. The People 


of the place did themſelves afliſt toward the carrying. 


on this littte work, and ſhewed as much Zeal for the 


honour of the Saint as the Chriſtians did. . | 


This place is of itfelf very pleaſant; You ſee there 
2 \mall Phain extended from the bottom of a Hill, on - 


one fide of which is a Wood, on the other are Gardens 
Cultivated ; a Rivalet' which turns and twines about, 
renders the Iſland very Fertile. It is not uninhabited, 
as ſome have wrote, there are feventeen Villagesin nt. 
The Land is mannred, even the very Mountains, and 
the Inhabitants are ſo far from wanting the neceſlaries 
of Life,that the growth of their I{land is enough to car- 
ry on ſach Commerceas yieldsthem a moderate plenty. 

You'will eaſily 'pardon'me, Sir, for . this ſhart. di- 
greflion conicerping St. Francis Xevier. * A\Mifiona- 
ry catr't ſpeak of him*'withour being naturally in- 


Clined' to: enlarge about: every: thing that- concerns | 


this great: Mari. - It was he-who ſettled-upon a ſolid 
Foundation: all che Miffions-into the {#1dies;'and who, 
in the laſt:Years of his Life, 'encouraged his Brethren 


to enterprize the great-Dalign of che-Corverlion of 


of their Lives made tho{2 Auditors have a favourable 
| | opinion 


— 
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opinion . of them. At firſt they heard them with 
Pleafare, and afterwards with Admiration. Father 
Ricci above all diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Zeal and 
Underſtanding. For he was thoroughly inſtructed 
in the.Cuſtoms, the Religzon, Laws, and Ceremo- 
nies of the Country , all which he had ſtudied a 
long time before at Macao, He ſpoke their Language 
fluently , and underſtood their Writings perfe&t- 
ly; this was joyned to a ſweet, eafie, complaiſanc 
temper, and a certain in{inuating behaviour, which 
none; but himſelf had, which it was hard to refift ; 
bat above all, an ardour which the Holy Ghoſt in- 


ſti into the Workmen of the Lords Harveſt ; all 


this, I lay, got him the repute of a great Man and 
an Apoſtle. | 
Nor but that he met with a great many rubs in the 


work . of God, The Devil overthrew his Deſigns 


more than once, He had the Superitition of the Peo- 
ple, the Jealouſie of the Bonzes, and the ill humour 
of the Mandarins to deal with; all which violently 
oppoſed what he was about to eſtabliſh, Yet he ne- 
ver gave over, and God gave him Perſeverance, a 
Vertue very neceſlary in the beginning ſuch.-Enterpriſes 
as theſe, which always meet wich oppoficion, and 
which men of the beſt intentions in the World ſome- 
times let fall,” diſcouraged for want of preſent ſucceſs 
to fortifie them in the proſecution of their Deſign. 
Father Riccs, after many Years fruitleſs labour, had 
at laſt the comfort of ſeeing the Goſpel flouriſh. He 
made many and mighty Converſions in the Pro- - 


| vinces. The Mandarins themſelves opened their eyes 


to the lighe of our holy Faith, which our Miffionary | 
carried even almoſt as far as to the Court, The Em- 
peror Yanl; then reigning, received him with great 
marks of Reſpe&t and Kindneſs: and among divers 
European Curioſities which the Father preſented to 
him, he was fo taken with fome Pictures of our Sa- 
Yiour and the Virgin Mary, that he ordered them = 

-þ J 
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to which he would have a reſpe& ſhewn. : 
This kind Welcome from the Emperour, gained 

him the Good-will of all the Lords at Courtz and in 

ſpight of the oppoſition of ſome Magiſtrates,” who 


and gained ſuch a Foundation and Eſtabliſhmene 
chere, as hath been fince the ſupport of all'the Miſ- 
fons into this Empire. | TT 
Religion was by this means known (and without 
it it would have been impoſlible to have ſupported it) 
thus it came into eſteem, and was preached by ; 
new Miſſionaries, who made great advantage of Fa- 


 _____ Provinces reſounded every where with 
+ Fehovah. that adorable Name f, which the Jews 

| heretofore, thro' the reſpe& they boreito 
it, never ſo much as pronounced to their Profelites, 


European Workmen being but few, gave an oppor- 
runity to ſeveral Mandarins to preach the Goſpel; and 
there were ſome of them who by their Zeal'and:Un- 
derſtanding promoted the Aﬀairs of Religion as 
much as the moſt fervene-Miffionaries. 
, Ic is true that theſe Succeſſes were ſometime after 
interrupted ; for it is the Character of Truth, that 
ir makesit felf Enemics, and the lot of the Chriſti- 
an Religion always to be perſecuted. Providence 
being deſirous to try the Fidelity of theſe new. Chri- 
Rians, and to re-inflame the Zeal of-theic Miniſters, 
permitted the Idol Prieſts to-oppole the preaching of 
the Goſpel. So that it very near came to pals, that 
a Cabal of ſome Bonzes, ſupported by ſeveral Man- 
darins, had by the deſtruction of Father Ricci over- 
thrown in one minute the Work of fveral Years. 


But 
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be fee up in an high place in his Palace, as things 


according fo their cuſtom, could never deal hand-- 
ſomly by a Stranger, he bought an Houſe ar Pekin, 


ther Ricci's firſt Labours. The Court and all the: 


and which the new-converted*Chineſe named to their 
Country-men with a reſpe& yet greater. * For the 
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| But the greateſt Danger to this Holy Man and his 
Miſfion came-from his own Brethren, I mean the. 
Europeas Chriſtians. Some Portugueſe of Macao in- 
cenſed againſt the Jeſuits, reſolved to deſtroy chem 
it China; alctho' with them they deſtroyed the Chri- 
ſtian. Religion there. They could not but know 
what. the Holy Intentions of thoſe Fathers were! in 
going'thither, yet they accuſed them as Spies, who 
under pretetice of preaching the Goſpel, ſecretly 
managed a Conſpiracy, and had a deſign to ſeize up- 
on Chine by the force and affiſtance of the 7aponneſe, 
Hollanders, and Chriſtians of that Country. © 

It muſt needs: be a great amazement to any one; 
who obſerves the Rage and Bitterneſs of theſe falſe 
Brethren,. who altho* engaged by their Religion co 
propagate the work of God even with the lols of their 
Lives, were yet reſolved: to deftroy it by ſuch vile and 
falſe Aſper fions. | 7 BS, ; 

This- Ridiculous. Story which was ſet forth with 
Heat: and. Violence, and built upon ſome Circum- 
ſtances'which . carried ſome ſhew of Truch, eaſily 
found Credit among the Chineſe, naturally. exceſlive- 
ly Suſpicious, ' and very well ſatisfied by a long expe- 
fence that the leaſt Commotions or Rebellion migtrt 
bring the moſt powerful Empires to ruin, | 

The Perſecution was very ſharp; the weak Chri- 
ſtians were ſcandahzed,.. and did Apoſtatize .from 
the Faith Father Martinez was taken up, impri- 
ſoned, and baſtinadod, till at [length he died chro? 
his Torments : and if this Accuſation of the Chriſtians 
had ever came to the knowledge of the Coure, it is very 
probable'ic would have been che utter overthrow of 
Chriſtianity here, But oar Lord Ropp'd the growing 
| Evilin-its bud, and by the means of a Mandarm a par- 

ticular Friend of Father Ric gave Peace to the Miſtion 
and Liberty cothe Evangelical Workmen, 
 Afﬀer having ſurmounted a great many Obſtacles 
ot this nature, and —_ the Goſpel to an inf- 
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nite number of People, this fervent Miſſionary digd. 
The Heather:s judged htm the wiſeſt and moſt un- 
derſtanding Man of his Age, the Chriſtians loved 
him as their Father, and the Preachers of the Goſpel 
made-him'a Model whereby to form themſelves. He 
had the ſatisfaQtion of: dying in the midſt of a plen- 
tiful Harveſt ; but was diſturbed that there were fo, 
few Workmen to get it ity, © So thathe recommended 
nothing more earneſtly to his Brethren who afliſted 
him in tis laſt Sickneſs, than to receive with all ima- 
ginable Joy and Comfort all thoſe who ſhould come 
co partake of their Labours. If they find, lays he to 
them , wwhen they arrive bere Croſſes from the Ene- 
- nies of Chriſtianity, do you | ſweeten the bitterneſs of 
them; by demonſtrations of the moſt tender Friendſhip, 
and moſt inflamed: Charity. ? 21 | 
'The Churches of Chara, -of which he was the main 
ſupport, were ſhaken by his Fall ; for akho* the Em- 
peror, for ſore Yexrs afrerwardſhewed himifelf ſome- 
whit favourable roche Chriſtian Rebgton, yet in 1615; 
there aroſe againſt t the cruelleſt Tempeſt-that it had 
ever yet ſuffered. It was occaſioned by;'one 'of the 
| principal Mandarins of Nankim*, They 

* Chinkso.. chiefly ſex aupon ithe Paſtors, thereby the 
 eafier to diſperſe the Flock. ; Some were 

_ cruelly: beaten, others baniſhed, almoſt all imprifon- 


ed and Carried afterwards to Macao, after having the - | 


honour of: ſuffering a thouſand Injuries and Reproa- 
 ches for'the love of FESUS CHRIST. 
The Tempeſt lafted near fix Years; but at laſt the 
Perſecutor being himſelf accuſed, was by: God's Judg- 
merit deprived both of: his Offices and alſo of his 
Life, His Death: gave 'the Chriſtians ſome reſpite, 
who after that multiplied more than ever, thro' the 
-  -labonrs of a great many Miffionaries. It 
* 1631. was about this rime * that the Right Reve- 

_ rend Fathers of the Order of St!Dommick 

joined” wich .us; many. of 'whom- do at this time 
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Jabout in China with a great deal of Zeal and: Suc- 
cels. | | 
Abaut this time Father. Adam Schaal a German, ap- 
peared at Court, and added a new Luſtre to Chriſtia- 
nity which had but newly ſprang up again, He was 
perfely $killed in Mathematicks, and made uſe of his 
knowledge therein to obtain the Emperor's kindneſs; 
he'was in a little time fo highly in the Emperor's 
Favour, that he thought he ſhould he able by his own 
Intereſt aldne co Eſtabliſh the Chriſtian ' Rehgion 
folidly. He began to make uſe of his Intereſt with 
g00d Succeſs, when an Infurre&ion over-turned the 
whole Government, and with itall his promiſing hopes. 
This great State whoſe Power ſeemed to be enough 
to fecure it from the moſt violent Shock whatever, 
was made enfible then that there is nothing conſtanc 
in .this World: Some Robbers being met together, 
by the acceſs of multitudes of Male-contents who 
Joined them forined vaſt Armies : they burned Towns 
and plyndered , whole Provinces. China preſently 
Hung 1ts Aſpe&, arid from the moſt flouriſhing 
Empire became the Stage for the moſt bloody War. 
Never were there ſeen ſo many Murthers and Bar- 
baritiess The Emperor being ſurpriſed at Pekir, 
ſtrangled himſelf for fear of falling into the hands of 
. "the Victors. 'The Uſurper was ſoon drove out of the 
Throne by the Tarrars, who ſeiz'd npon it. The 
Princes of the Blood who in G%ifferent places were 
proclaimed Emperors, were vanquiſhed or killed. 
Then all the Mandarin role, ſame declaring for Tar- 
tary, others for "Liberty : others only carried on the 
Fighting Trade, in hopes ro miake their private For- 
tunes from the publick Ruin. | 
-. Some of thole laſt were'rather Monſters than Men, 
;Who giving themlelves to all that Licentiouſneſs which 
the nioſt inhumane Cruelty and Barbarity could 
.prompt them ro, made whole Provinces deſolate , 
',and ſhed more blood to fatisfhe their Brutality, _ 
*Aa2 tae 
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the moſt ambitious Prince in the World would for the 
Conqueſt of an Empire. | 
Religion, which groaned amidſt thoſe Troubles, 
had the comfort nevertheleſs of ſeeing many great 
Perſons converted ; one Empreſs with her Son were 
baptiſed ; ſcarce either of them lived after their re- 
ception of the Faith, the Fruits of which they could 
not enjoy but in the other World. Laſtly, the Tar- 
tars by their Valour, and by a Conduct equal to the 
Policy of antient Rome, made themſelves Maſters of 
China, and in 2 few Years obliged all the Provinces 
to ſubmit co a foreign Yoke, | 
Then we thought Religion's Caſe deſperate; but 
God, who needs not the afliſtance of Men when he 
hath a mind to ſupport-his own Work, inſpired on 
a ſudden this new Prince with a greater affection for 
the Chriſtian Rehzgion, than we dared hope for from 
the Chineſe Emperors. He not only took away 


the Government of the Mathematicks from the Ms 


hometans, which they had poſſeſſed for 300 Years, 
and gave it to Father Adam; but by a ſpecial Pri- 
vilege he ſuffered that Father to apply himſelf co him 
immediately in all things which concerned the Mifli- 
onaries, without firſt pafling thro' the Formalities of 
the Courts of Juſtice, who are very ſevere to Stran- 
gers. This fhgnal Favour, Fouad with many others, 
raiſed up the Courage of the Chriſtians, and gave 
the Heathens greater Liberty to cloſe with the true 


Religion. Many Perſons of the beſt Quality at Pekin | 


deſired Baptiſm 3 the Provinces follow'd the Example 
of the Court, and the Harveſt became fo plentiful, 
that the Workmen were too few to gather it 1n. 


Thoſe who were employed therein, laboured with | 


ſuch an hearty Zeal, that we do at this preſent feel the 


eff=&ts of ic There were found Perſons of Eminent 


Veirue, Prudence, and Underſtanding, whom God had 
t>rmed during che Troubles and Civil Wars, and which 
the Spicit of the Almighty drew out of the Chaos, like 
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ſo many Stars, to ſhed forth the Light of the Goſpel, 
unto the moſt hidden parts of this vaſt Empire, accom- 
 panying their Preaching with Signs and Wonders. 
Among thoſe extraordinary Men, Father Faber, 
2 Frenchman, diſtinguiſhed himſelf above the reft. 
I had the happineſs to tarry ſome time in that Pro- 
vince which was allotted to his Care; and I have, 
after ſo many Years, found the precious remains 
there, which are the neceſſary conſequences of Holi- 
neſs. Thoſe'who were Witnefles of his Actions, tell 
to their Children the Miracles which he wrought to 
confirm them in their Faith, and altho' one need nor 
believe all which they relate of him, we cannot ne- 
yertheleſs deny that God did .in many occaſions give 


| an extraordinary concurrence in ſeveral great things 


which he enterpriſed for his Glory. 

It is worth knowing after what manner he founded 
the Miflion of Hanrchum, a Town of the firſt Rank in 
Xenſ,, ewo days Journey diſtant from the Capital. He 
was invited thither by a Mandarin, and a ſmall number 
of Chriſtians which he found there, made him the more 
laborious to encreaſe their number. God put into his 


| hands a means of doing this which he never expected. 
| One of the great Boroughs, which in Chi» are as big 

asthe Towns, was then over-run by a prodigious mul- 
-titude of Locuſts, which eat up all the Leaves of the. 
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Trees, and gnawed the Graſs to the very Roots. 

The Inhabitants after having uſed all imaginable 
means, thought fit to apply themſelves to Father Faber, 
whoſe Repute was every where talked of. The Fa- 
ther took from thence an occaſion to explain the 
principal Myſteries of our Faith, and added that it 
they would ſubmit themſelves thereto, they ſhould 
not only be delivered from the preſent Plague, but 
that alſo they ſhould obtain innumerable Bleflings, 
fog eternal Happineſs: They embraced it willingly 

dthe"Father co keep his word wich them, marched 
ti' Ceremony inco the Aighways in his Stole and his 
; Aa 3 Surplice; 
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. Surplice; and ſprinkled up and down Holy-Water» 
accompanying his Action with the Prayers of the 
Church, but eſpecially wich a lively ;Faich. God 
heard the Voice of his Servant, and the, next day all 
che Inſets diſappeared. 4 #5 

But the People, whoſe minds were wholly bent 
upon the things. of this World, as ſoon as they ſaw 
themſelves delivered, negle&ted the -Caunſel which 
the Miflionary had given them. They, were there- 
fore immediately puniſhed, and the , Plague grew 
worſe than ic-was before, Then they accuſed ono 
the other of their want of Faith; they ran in Crouds 


to the Father's Houſe, and caſting themſelves, at bys |} 


Feet ; we will not riſe up Father, ſaid they, till you 
have pardoned us. We confeſs our Fault, and pro- 
teſt that if you will a: ſecond time deliver us from 
this Aﬀdtiiction with which Heaven threatens us, the 
whole Borough wil! immediately acknawledge your 
God, who alone can work fuch great Miracles. 

The Father, to increaſe their Faith, made them be 
2a great while. At laſt inſpired as before, he ſent up 
this Prayer, and ſprinkled his Holy-Water, and by the 
next day. there was not an Inſect to be found 1n the 
Fields, Then the whole Borough being brought over 
to. the Truth, followed the cs of God's Holy 
Spirit ; they wers all inſkeucted and formed into a 
Church, which, tho.. it was abandoned for ſome years, 
is ſtill reckoned one of the devouceſt Miffions in Chin. 
_ They {ay allo of this Father that he has been car- 
ried over Rivers thro” the Air, that they have ſeen 
him in an extaſte, that he: foretold his own Death, 
and did ſeveral other ſuch Wonders ; but the greateſt 
Miracle of all was his Life, which he ſpent in the con- 
tinual exerciſe of all the Apoſtoalical Virtues, in 4 
proiound Humility, in a ſevere Mortification, 1n a 
jeitled Patience, proof againſt all forts of Injuries, 
3n a flaming Charity, 'and'a tender Devotion to the 
Mother of God, all which he practiſed to his Death; 
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to the Edification, and I may ſay the Admiration even 


of the Idolaters. | q 
-While Chriſtianity ſpread its Root deep through- 
out the Provinces, it flouriſhed every day more and 
-more at Pekin ; the Emperor did :not ſeem far from 
3t,' He came. often to our Church, and did:there a- 
dore-'the Divine Majeſty in ſuch an humble man- 
ther 'as would have becn commendable in a Chri- 
tian. Thet&are ſtill Writings: from his own hand, 
whe:ein*he acknowledges the beauty and the purity 
of our Holy Law ; but a Heart ſer upon ſenſual plea- 
fures cart: never follow the:DireMions of the Spirit;; 
' When Father' Adam has been prefiing upon him; You 
are faid he, in the right, But how. can yors expect that 
any one ſhould be able to praiſe: all theſe Lews ? Take 
away two or three of the difficulteſt, and after that perhaps 
We may. apree ts the reſt, PBhus this young Prince di- 
vided between the Voice of human Nature-and Grace, 
thought'that we might favour Nature ar-the:expence 
of Religion ; bur the Father gave. him ro underftand, 
that we were only the Publiſhers, not the Authors of 
the Goſpel.'' Nevertheleſs, my. Lord, ſays the Fa- 
ther to him one day, tho? we propoſe tothe: corrupt 
World a body.of Morals which ſurpaſs their Forces to 
comply' with, arid Myſteries' which are above their 
Reaſon to comprehend, we do:not from thence de- 
{pair to haveour Doctrine received.; becauſe we do ic 
by his order, who can enlighten the moſt darkned/Un- 
derſtanding, and frengthen the moſt weak Nature. 
Theſe difficulties which the Emperor lnok'd upon as 
- inſyperable did not take any thing from that kindneſs 
and reſpe&t which he bore-to: Father Adam. He al- 
Ways called him his Father, placed always his confi- 
dence in him : he made him twenty Viſits in twa- 
years; and gave him leave to build two Churches in 
Pekin; and ordered thoſe which in the Perſecution 
had been demoliſhed in the Provinces to be rebuilt ; 
nay, granted him whatever couid any ways cantribute 
DL” Aaq - toward 
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towardthe ſolid eſtabliſhment of the Faith, which with- 
out doubt would have made an infinite progreſs, had 
not a violent paſſion changed the temper of that Prince, 
and took him away from us at a time when we had 
the moſt need of a Protection : we may juſtly ſay that 
his Death was owing to an extraordinary Grief for the 
lols of a Concubine. This Woman, whom. he had 
taken from her Husband, inclined him to the worſhip 
of falſe Gods, to that exceſs, that he was wholly altered 
from what he was before as to his Opinions of Rel 
gion. And atthat time 1t was that he fell ſick, his mind 
being full of Notions from the Bonzes, who ſwarmed in 
his Palace, and being vehemently 'tormented by his 
Paſlion, 1o that he could not get a moment's reſt. In 
'theimean while as he loved the Father extremely,ſo was 
he defrous to ſee him once more before he died. 

At this Jaſt meeting the good Mijflionary's Bowels 
yern'd 'upon him. -. He was kneeling at the Prince's 
Bed's-feet, whom he had educated as his own Son, in 
hopes one-day to make him Head of the true Religiqn. 
He ſaw Him there under the load of a violent Diſtem- 
_  per,diſturbed with the impure defires of unlawful Love, 
given up to [dols and their Prieſts, juſt upon the brink 
of Death, and that Death an Eternal one. "The Em- 
peror; who ſaw him in this concern, would not-let him 
ſpeak upon his Knees; but raiſed him up, and heard 
his laſt advice with ſomewhat leſs prejudice againſt it 
chan uſual:;;-ordered him afterward a Preſent of Tea, 
and diſmifled him with ſuch marks of tenderneſs as 
rouched: him to the bottom of his Soul, of which he 
was the more ſenſible, becauſe he never conld bring it 
about, to work 1n him a true Converſ1on.: | 
His Death was equally fatal to the' Bonzes, who 
.. were'thereupon driven from the Palace, and to the 
true Religion which' was thereby brought within a 
nails breadth of Deſtruction. Many Churches built 
upon the Coaſts of .the Maritime Provinces were de- 
ſtroyed, by- an Edi& which commanded that oufy 
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hog on the Coaſts ſhould retire ten or eleven Miles 
within Land, and deſtroy all Habitatjons within that 
compaſs: all round the Coaſts, becauſe a famous Pi- 
rate made uſe of them in carrying on a War againſt 
the Emperor: They werealſo juſt going to ruin Ma- 
£60, and order was given to drive the Portugueſe 
thence, when Father Adam uſed his utmoſt effort 
to ſave it. At this time all his Credit and Intereſt, 
which he had employed ſo much to the advantage 
pf Religion, ended. For in a little cime he became 
the obje& of the moſt bloody Perſecution that ever 
the Church ſuffered. | 
The four Mandarins who had the Regency during 
the Emperors minority, moved upon different To- 
picks, and eſpecially animated againſt the Chriſtians, 
to whom this Father was the main ſupport, put him 
and three of his Companions into Priſon. Other 
Preachers of the Goſpel were ſummoned to Pekin, 
who met with the ſame treatment, and were loaded 
each with nine Chains. They burned their Books, 
their Beads, and Medals, and whatever elſe carried 
the Face of Religion ; nevertheleſs they ſpared the 
Churches ; as for the Chiiſtian Flock they mee with 
a more mild uſage. | 
Thoſe famous Confeſſors had the honour to. be 
dragged before all the Seats of Judgment. There ir 


.was that their Enemies did admire their Courage. 


But they were above all moved by the miſerable con- 
dition of Father Adam, That Venerable old Man, 
who but a day or two before was the Oracle of the 
Court, and the Favourite of a great Emperor, now 
appeared in the form of a Slave, loaded with Chains, 
and oppreſſed with Infirmities, dejected by the weight 
and burthen of Age, but much more by that of calum- 
ny which labour d to blemiſh his Innocence. He had 
2 ſort of Catarche. which hindred him from making 
his defence.; but Father Verbiet forlook him not, and 
anſwered for him, to his Enemies, 1n 1ſo ſenſible a 
manner, 
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manner, that the Judges'contd not enough admire 
the 'Conſtancy pf the Perſon accuſed, nor the heroi- 
cal Charity of the Perſon 'who defended him. How: 
ever as innocent as he was, he was 'condemned' to be 
ſtrangled, which is in Chine an honourable kind of 
Death ; but afterwards, as tho' they repented that 
they had not been unjuſt enough, theyjrepealed the 
Sentence, and gave..another , wherejn che Father 
was condemned to be publickly expoſed in the Mar 
ket-place, and be hacked alive into ten thoufand 
Pieces. 
The Sumpreme Court ſent the Sentence to the Re- 
ency, and to the Princes of the Blood to have 1t con- 
med; but God who had till then ſeemed to have 
linquiſhed his Servant, began to ſpeak in favour of 
his Cauſe by a'terrible Earthquake. The whole Land 
were confounded at this Prodigy. ' Every body ex- 
claimed that Heaven itſelf would puniſh the injuſtice 
of the Magiſtrates; who therefore to ' appeaſe the 
People opened all the Priſons in the Town, and made 
an A&t of Oblivion for all Criminals, excepting-the 
Confeffors of JESUS CHRIST who were ſtil} kept 
in Chains, as tho they had been the only Victims | 
for whom Heaven had no concern. | M 
But becauſe there appeared divers Prodigies, and 1n__ 
particular fire conſumed great part of the Court of 
Juſtice, at laſt fear obtained that from theſe unrighte- 
ous Judges, which innocence could not. They fet Fa- 
ther Adam at liberty, and permitted him to go home 
to his Houſe, till the Emperor ſhould otherwiſe diſpoſe 
of him. This great Man-blemiſhed; indeed to out- 
ward appearance, by an ignominious Sentence which 
was never repealed; bur in truth: full of glory, for 
having defended the Honour of Religion by expoſing 
his own life, dyed a little while after, worn away by 
the toil of an Apoſtolical life, but more by the hard- 
ſhips and inconveniences of a troublefome Priſon, 
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His death was too precious in the Eyes of God, to 
be unaccompany'd with ſome fignal bleflingupon the 
ſorrowhul remains of perſecuted Chriſtianity. lt is true 
that the Miſſionaries of the Provinces were baniſhed 
to, Cantoy,, amang which three were Dominicaws, ane 
Franciſcan, (and another of the ſame Order dyed in 
Priſon) and one, and twenty Jeſwts ; yet four were 
kept at the Court, whom the Providence of God 
mA. uſe of afterwards to ſettle Chriſtianity again in 
its priſtine ſplendor. : 

God himſelf revenged the innocence of his Ser- 
vants. Sopy the firſt Mandarin in the Regency, the 
moſt dangerous Enemy the Fathers had, dyed a month 
or two js <4 The ſecond, named Soucams, was after- 
wards indited and condemned to a cruel death, his 
Goods Confiſcated, his Children, in number ſeven, 
had their Heads cut off, excepring the third, who was 
Cut to pieces alive, the puniſhment which that wicked 
Judge had deſign'd for Father 4dam, and with which 
God chaſtifed his Crimes in the Perſons of his Chil- 
dren, \ Yam-quam-ſien, who had been the chief In- 
ſtrument in the. Perſecution , fared no better than 
them, for after the death of Father Adam he was 
made Preſident of the Mathematicks, and had the 
* charge of the Kalendar of the Empire commutted to 
. him. Father Yerbief# accuſed him, and plainly made 
appear the ignorance of this pitiful Mathematician. _ 
This was a bold ſtroke, becauſe the Preſidents Party 
was very {trong, and the flames which had cauſed the 
Perſecution were not yerquehched. But many things 
concurred to give ſucceſs to, this Enterpriſe. The 
underſtanding of the Father, the kindneſs which the 
new Emperor had for the Europeens, but eſpecially 
the particular Providence of God which did ſecretly 
- manage this unportafit Afﬀair, For it 15 certain that in 
_ the ſeveral tryals whereby they proved the goodneſs 
of our Mathematicks, the Heavens did ſo exactly a- 
gee with what our Fathers had foretold, even m— 
the 
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the certainty which our Tables and Calculations could. 
promiſe us, that it ſeemed as tho' God had guided the 
Stars, in ſuch a courſe as was neceflary to juſtifie our 
Miflionaries account of them. 

. The Prefident of the Mathematicks uſed his beſt en- 
deavours to defend himſelf ; and becauſe he could not 
hide his Ignorance in Aſtronomy, he endeavoured to 
putuport the Judges, and perſuade them that the Chri- 
ftian Religion contained much greater errors than 
thoſe he was guilty of. In the midft of ſome meetings 
where the Emperor was preſent, he behaved himſelf 
in ſuch manner as the Emperor could ſcarcely bear 
with him. He layed his Hands acroſs, and cryed ont 
as loud as he could : See here, do but obſerve what theſe 
. Fellows adore, and what* they would bave us worſhip 
t00, 4 Man who was banged, a perſon who was crucified, - 
let Fx, one judge bereby of their underſtanding and good 

enſe. | 
f Burall theſe Excurſions ſerved only to diminiſh his 
own Credit. This wicked perſon, more blameable for 
his Crimes than for his Inorance, loſt his charge and 
was condemned to death. Notwithſtanding the Em- 
peror ſuſpended the Execution of the- Sentence by 
reaſon of his extraordinary old Age ; but God himſelf _ 
executed his Sentence of Vengeance. He ſmote him 
withan horrible Ulcer, and by his forrowtful death, de- 
livered Religion from this Monſter of Iniquity. | 

Then the care of the Mathematicks was committed 

to Father Yerbieft, the antient Miffionarfes were re- 
called to their old Churches, but forbid to go about 
to build new ones, .or to labour in the Converſion of 
the Chineſe. Laſtly, to magnifie our . happineſs, the 
memory of Father Adam was migly reſpe&ted even 
at Court. He was publickly juſtified and cleared, his 
Charges and Titles of honour were remanded him, - 
and his Anceſtors made Nobility. The Emperor bim- 
ſelf appoitted conſiderable ſumsof mony'to build him 
a ſtarely Mauſoleum, which at this preſent _ 

| cen, 


» 


of the Chriſtian Religion in China, 365 
ſeen, in room of a Sepulchre, adorned with Statues 
and ſeveral Marble Figures according to the Cuſtom 
of the Country. £8 

Thus it 15 that God by a continual Viciflitude, proves 
the conſtancy of the Faithful by Perſecution, and en- 
courages them again by pacnny their Perſecutors. 
This happy Peace which the Church gained thro? 
Father Verbiefs means, encouraged the Mifonaries 
to repair that damage which Hell had done. Beſides 
the Jeſuits, there were ſeveral Fathers of the Orders 
of St. Prancis, and St. Auguſtin, who entered into the . 
Lords Vineyard. New eſtabliſhments were gained 
every where, and notwithſtanding any Prohibition a 
great number of Heathens were Converted to the 
Faith, being more afraid of eternal puniſhment, than 
of that with which the Laws of Man ſeemed to 
. threaten them. - 

So ardent and ſo haſty a Zeal will perhaps make 
you amazed ; but befides that Charity is always ha- 
zardous, many things contributed to confirm thoſs 
who might elſe be afraid of fatal conſequences, The 
firſt of theſe is the great Authority which the Miffio- 
naries have acquired at Court in a ſmall time. Eſpe- 

cially the Emperor is fatisfed that they deſpiſe Ho- 
' . nours, and that at home they lead an Auſtere life. 
The Prince is inform'd of this ſuch ways that ir is im- 
poſſible he ſhould be deceived.. He had information 
from Spies, of all that paſſed in their Houſes ; even 
ſo ae! as to know their Mortifications and corpo- 
real Penances. | X 

He ſends alſo to the Fathers Houſes a young Tartar, 
of good parts, under pretence to learn Phuloſophy, 
but 1n reality to diſcover the moſt ſecret things in their 
Families, and to be himſelf, I chink, an occafion 
of offence. He ſtays there a year, without knowing 
what the Princes intentions are, who having ſent for 
him into his preſence commands hiin to tell trim all 
the private diſorders of theſe Fathers, and _— 

ow 
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bow they have behaved themſelves:towards him. And 
when theſe young Men conſtantly bear Teſtimony of 
the Fathers innocence : I ſee very well, fays the Em- 
peror, they have ftop'd your Mouth with Preſents, but 
T know 2 way to open itagain, Then he makes him 
be ſeverely ſlaſhed at ſeveral times, yet is not the pain 
enough to make the young Tartar ſpeak. againſt his 
Conlcitnce. Which pleales the Prince mightily, who 
would be diſturbed to find himſelf. deceived jn the 
Idea which he has formed to himſelf of thele. fervent 
Miſſionaries. | | #4 fog 

This obliges him afterward to take their part in an 
Aſſembly of the Mandarins, ſome of which do not 
eſteem.the Miſſionaries becauſe their outward carriage 
ſeems ſo good. As for that Matter, ſays the Emperor 
to them, neither you nor I can find fault with them. 
After all that I can do to get information, I am per- 
ſuaded that thoſe People teach us nothing but what them- 
ſelves prattice, and they are indeed as modeſt as they ap- 
pear outwardly to be. _ | | 

The ſecond reaſon which engaged the Emperor to 
favour the Mifionaries, was the great underſtanding 
of Father Yerbieſt, whoin a ſmall time was reckoned 
the learnedſt Man in the Empire 1n all Faculties. His 
Reputation is every where ſpread abroad, and upon 
many. occaſions his Opinion has the repute of an 
Oracle, Some Mandarins one day ſpeaking of the 
Trinity, and uſing it as a Fable, one of them ſaid, 
I do not know what the Chriſtians mean, and am as much 
putled as you; but Father Verbieſt is of that opinion : 
what ſay you to that? Can a Man of bis ſence and un- 
derſtanding miſtake? They all held their Tongues, and 
ſeemed to yield to this reaſon. So true 1s 1t that the 
uſe of humane Learning is fo far from being (as ſome 
think). oppolite to. the Spirit of the Goſpel, that it 
ſometimes ſerves to eſtabliſh ir, and to render the 
moſt obſcure myſteries therein credible, 
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The third Reafon, 1s that hearty love which the 
Emperor believes the Miſſionaries have for him. .lt is 
trne the Miſhonaries omit nothing which they think | 
will pleaſe him; and as they are the moſt inflexible * 
and reſolute againſt doing any thing contrary to their 
Religion, ſo are they the moſt complaiſant and ready 
to comply with all che reaſonable requeſts of the Em- 
peror. A Rebellion which happened at this time, put 
it into Father Yerbiefs power to do the Crown a con- 
fiderable piece of Service. - : 
Ovſanguei, that famous Chineſe General, who had 
brought the Tartars into the Empire, thought he had 
then a godd opportunity to drive them out again. He 
was naturally courageous, and in Xez/i commanded 
the beſt. of the Chineſe Soldiery, and had got together 
a vaſt deal of mony.. This miade him ſet up cobe Em- 
peror, and made him believe he could eafily compaſs 
his deſign. And indeed he fo ordered his matters 
that he made himſelf preſently Maſter of the three 
great Provinces Twmman, Suchven, and Lueychen, after- 
wards a great part of the Province of Houquem ! ac- 
knowledged him. So that theſe poſſeflions and Xen/7, 
which he had in poſſeflion a good whil@®before made 
him Maſter. of ' almoſt a third of China. 
_ - Theſe Conqueſts ſeemed to be the more ſecure to 
him, becauſe at the ſame time, the Vice-Roys of Luam- 
tum and Fokien followed his example, and gave che 
Emperor on that {ide a mighty diverſion, and befide a 
powerful Pirate with a great Fleet attacked and in few 
days took the bland Formoſa at the ſame time. 
_ _ Leſs thanthis would have rumed the Tartars, if they 
had all concerted their buſineſs together ; but jealou- 
fie which does oft overthrow the firmeſt Leagues, 
ruined their Projets. The King of Fukien fell our 
with that of Formoſa, and'to preſerve himſelf from 
being damaged by his Fleet, made his Peace with the 
Emperor, who gave him ſuch atiiftance as that he 
' made his-party-pz060d, The King of L2ammum being 
| unwilling 
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unwilling to be atiy ways nnder the direRion or com: 
mand of Ouſanguei, lefe him, and put himſelf under 
che ProteQion of the Tirtars, who turned all their 


Forces againſt this laſt Rebel, more formidable thari 


all thereſt together; for he was Maſter of the Weſtern 
Provinces, and the ſucceſs which his Troops had hi- 
therto met with, gave them Heart and Courage e: 
nough to undertake any thing. ES 
*  Aﬀteer the Emperor had tryed many feveral ways to 
no purpoſe, he ſaw plainly that it was impoſlible to' 
force them from the places where they had entrench- 
ed without ufing his great Artillery : but the Cannon 
which he had were Iron, and ſo heavy that they dared 
not carry them over ſuch ſteep Rocks, as they niuſt 


do tocome to him, He thought Father Verbieſ# might 


be afliſtant to him in this matter 3 he commanded the 
Father therefore to give dire&ions for caſting ſome 
Cannon after the European manner. 'The Father pre- 
ſently excuſed himſelf, ſaying that he had lived his 
whole life far from the noiſe of War, that he was 


therefore little inſtructed in_.thoſe affairs He added 
a Religions, and wholly employed in 


alſo that bei 


the concernFof another World, he would pray for his 
Majeſty's good ſucceſs ; but that he humbly begged 
thar his Majeſty would be pleaſed to give him leave 
not to concern himſelf with the warfare of this 
World. | 

The Fathers Enemies (for a Miſfionary is never 
without ſome) thought that now they had an oppor- 
tunity to undermine him. They perſuaded the Em- 
peror that what he commanded the Father to do, was 
no ways oppoſite to the will or intention of the Go- 
ſpel: and that it was no more inconvenient to him to 
caſt Cannon chan to caſt Machines and Mathemati- 
cal Inſtruments, eſpecially when the good and ſafety 
of the Empire were concerned : that therefore with- 
out doubt the reaſon of tlie Fathers refuſal was be- 


cauſe he kept Correſpondence with the Enemy, - & 
| FY 
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ot at leaſt becauſe he had no reſpe& for the Em- 
peror. So that at Jaſt the Emperor gave the Father 
ro underſtand, that he expe&ted obedience to his laſt 
Ocder, not only upon pain of loling his own Lite, 
but alſo of having his Religion utterly rooted out. 

This was to touch him in the moſt ſenſible part, 
and he was indeed too wiſe to ſtand out for a nicety 
or a ſcruple at the hazard of lofing all that was va- 
luable, I have already affured your Majeſty that L 
have very little underſtanding in caſting Cannon, ſaid 
he to the Emperor ; but ſince you command me I 
will endeavour to make your Workmen underſtand 
what our Books dire& in this Aﬀair. He took there- 
fore upon himſelf the Care of this Work, and the 
Cannon was proved before the Emperor, and found 
to be extraordinary good. The Emperor was ſo well 
pleaſed with the Work, that he pulled off his Mantle, 
and in the preſence of the whole Court gave it to Fa- 
ther Yerbieft for a token%of his Aﬀecion, | 

All the Pieces of Cannon were made very light 
and ſmall, but ſtrengthned with a ſtock of Wood 
from the mouth to the breech, and girt with ſeveral 
bands of Iron ; fo that the Cannons were ſtrong e- 
nough to bear the Force of Powder, and light e- 
nough to be carried thro' any, even the worſt Roads: 
This new Artillery did every way anſwer what they 
propoſed from it. The Enemy were obliged to leave 
; their Intrenchments in diſorder, and ſoon after to Ca+ 
pitalate ; for they did,not think it poſſible to hold oue 
againſt thoſe any longer, who could deſtroy them 
without coming themſelves into reach, « 


Ouſanguei was himſelf dead : his Son Hom-boa, who 


carried on the War, ſtrangled himſelf thro' deſpair 
and the reſt of them were in a ſmall time utterly 
routed. So that the Emperor then began to Reign in 
Peace, and continued more and more to ſhew marks 


of Fayour aad Aﬀection to = Miſfonaries So that 


; " 
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Father Verbieft has often fighing ſaid, that the Lord's 
Vineyard was now open, that the Heathens them- 
ſelves gave Liberty to enter upon the Harveſt, - but 
that yet there were ſcarce any Workmen to bring 
it 11, 

They ſend to him for Paſtors from every place, 
Tariary, the Kingdom of Cores, the Provinces 'of 
China, which have been left deftitute by the Death 
of their antient Paſtors, invite or rather preſs him to 
ſuccour them. Neither does this ſcarcity come from 
the Europeans want of Zeal, but from the Differences 
which have aroſe between the ſacred Congregation, 
who ſend Vicars Apoſtolical into the Eaſt, and the 
King of Portugal, who pretends to a right to nomi- 
nate all the Biſhops there, excluſively to any ſupe- 
riour Ecclefraſtical Power. [eB.2S 
- This Dijpute cools the ardour of thoſe fervent Miſ- 
fionaries, who dare not engage themſelves where they 
muſt incur either the indigffation of their Holy Fa- 
ther, or of a mighty Prince, both which things are 
very formidable. And thus the Work of God ſtood 
ſtill, and thoſe precious minutes were loſt, which 
the Favouf of a great Emperor and the diligence 
of a zealous Miffionary, might have made 1o uſeful 
fo the firm eftabliſhing our Holy Faith; Burt this is 
one of the Arcane of Providence, which, after it 
hath confounded all the oppoſition of the Enemies 
of the Goſpel, even at the expence of working M1- 
racles, does ſometimes ſuffer that the Zeal of Catho- 
licks ſhould do more harm to Religion, than the Ha- 
tred and Jeatoufie of Idolaters. | 
' Sometime after, my Lord Biſhop of Heliopals was 
{ent by the ſacred Congregation with ſome French 
Ecclefiaſticks, full of ardour to reform and encreate 
the new Chriſtianity. This courageoiis Prelate had 
once already miſſed his Voyage : For contrary Winds 
having obliged him ſomerime before to put in at 

ka £m Manila, 
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Manila, a conſiderable Iſland under the Spaniſh Ga» 
vernment, he was taken up upon ſuſpicign there, 
and obliged to return back into Europe by the way of 
Mexico. This accident which had broke his firſt 

. meaſures, ſerved only co fill his mind with new and 
thoſe greater ones, He came to Paris, where his good 
Intentions were well known. Rome heard him with 
pleaſure, and followed his Projes in all that re- 
ſpeed the Eaſtern Miffions. So that he came ho- 
noured with a tk from the Holy See, and laded 
with the Alms of the Faithfu], who expe&ed nothing 
- mn his Zeal than che Converſton of the New 

or 

He therefore once more paſſed over the Seas, and 
happily arrived at China, where he began to ſcatter 
abroad that Flame which ſhould warm all the Miflio- 
naries. The Jeſuits and other Religious, not only ac- 
knowledged his Authority, but alſo cook the new 

Oath which che ſacred Congregation had appointed, 
altho? the King of Portugal had abſolutely forbad it. 
For they thought that that Prince, in whom the love 
of Religion had always prevailed before his private 
Intageſt, would not take it 1]ll when he ſhould know 
that theje refuſal of it might have occafioned the de- 
ſtruction of Chriſtianity in China, and perhaps of 
the Miſſions in all the other parts of the Ealt, . 

This. was marter of great Joy to the Biſhop, who 
after his happy beginning, made ready, according 
to his former Notions, to new Till this Vineyard of 
the Lord, whether he thought himſelt 

ſent like the Prophet heretofore *. ' Ecce ® Fer. 1. 10. 

- ' conſtitni te ſuper gentes, ut deſtraas, &* 
diſperdas, & diſſipes, &c. But God Almighty was fa» 
tied with his good Intentions; and took him to him- 

felf- a few months after his arrivak His Death great- 

if Jorgeifed, all the Faithful, it did eſpecially affli& 
the fervent Eccleſtaſticks —_ were che CON 
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of is Voyage ; the other Miſſionaries ſubmitted 
with reſignation to the Will of God, being perſua- 
ded that. whatſoever Providence appoints, 1s always 
for his Glory, and for the good of - Ele&, if they 
make a right uſe of it. | - BY 
This was ſweetned by the arrival of two other Bi- 
ſhops, who a little while after ſupplied his place un- 
der the Title of Vicars Apoſtolical. The firſt was 
Monſieur & Argolis, an Italian, of the Order of St. 
Francis, noted among thoſe of his Order, for his Ex- 
cellent Vertues, and extraordinary . Knowledge. He 
had been employed in the chiefeſt buſineſs there, and 
our Holy Father thought he could not make choice 
of a wiſer. Man than he to place at the Helm of ſo 
flouriſhing; a Miflion. As he went by Siam, Mon- 
fieur Conftance underſtanding his worth, preſented him 
co the King, who would fain- have kept him in his 
Kingdom; but becauſe the Orders of 'the Holy See 
obliged him to go farther, he reſolved at leaſt roſhew 
him ſome marks of his Eſteem and Aﬀedction toward 
him, in ordering him, and two of his Companions 
of the ſame Order, a conſiderable Penſion. So that 
| had 'it not been for the*Revolutions which a, little 
while -after happened in his Kingdom, this Prince 
worthy of a better Fortune, would have had his Mifſio- 
naries 1n China, as well as the moſt zealous Princes 1n 
: Europe. | | 
Since this wiſe Prelate hath been in C4;na, the na- 
.tural ſweetneſs of his Temper hath very much con- 
tributed to the Comfort of the Faithful, and Conver- 
fion' of the Heathen, He hath viſited all the Pro- 
- vinces which the Holy See committed to his Care, 
- conſecrating Prieſts, teaching and exhorting them, 
adminiſtring the Sacrament of Confirmation, uniting 
all their Aﬀcaions as much as poflibly he could, whoſe 
- different Intereſts ſeems to have cooled their mutual 
Charicy to one another n JESUS CHRI : _ 
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And tho” one would think that the Portugueſe could 
never have a reſpe& for him, becaule their precenſ1- 
ons are wholly oppoſice to' this Inſticution of Vicars 
Apoſtolical, yet he has behaved himſel(- with ſo much 
Prudence, that a]l Nations here think themſelves par» 
ticularly obliged to him. . 

The (ſecond Biſhop whom the Holy See has digni- 
fied with the Title of Vicar Apoſtolical, is Monſieur 
de Baſilte a Chineſe, educated by the Fathers of Saint 
Francis's Order, afterwards taking upon himſelf the 
Order of St. Dominick. When he was only a Miffionary, 
he had a flaming zeal for the Converfhon of his:dear 
Country, anddurins the Perſecution of Father Adam, 


he was che main ſupport of Religion' in all the Pro- 


vinces which, he travelled through, and ſtrengthned 
in the Faith. When he was conſecrated Biſhop, he 
performed all his Duties perfealy well, and the Holy 
See did ſo far approve of his Conduct as to'let him 
nominate his Succeſſor. 'He"nominated his' Vicar- 
General the Reverend Father de Leoniſſa, an [talian of 
St. Francis's Order, who in his private Life might have | 
been a Pattern to the moſt '{tri& Religious, and 1n 
the important Employment of Vicar Apoſtolical, has 
ſhewn that he has all thar Zeal, all chat Prudence, and 
all chat Conſtan&y, which the Government of a great 
Church requires. , TOs i Bs 

- My Lord Biſhop of B/lee after he had thus cho- 
ſen this wotthy Succeſſor of his Ppoſtlcihip, fell tick 
at, Nankim, and died full of ' thoſe happy Viſions 
which God (gives even in this World to his Saints. 
At his'Dzath{char Faith ſhone brightly, which- had 
animated him in.his Life-time ; and his laſt minutes, 
wherein he appeared to be fulfilled with the moſt 
ſenſible touches of Chriſtian hope, ſeemed to give 
lim an' antepaſt” of the Joy of Paradiſe. All his 
trouble was for the Miffionaries by whom he was affe- 


- 


_ ionately þeloved, and for' the Chrittians wha lofk 
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in him the firſt Prieſt, the firſt Religious, and the 
firſt Biſhop that ever China had yet given to Chriſtia- 
nity. And as his bleſſed memory was every where 
{ſpread abroad, they have ſer up his Picture in ſeveral 
places; which the Reverend Father de Leoniſſa ſent 
to the ſacred Congregation, to preſerve the memory 
| of a Prelate whoſe own merit, as well as our particu- 


lar obligations to him, ought to make eternally re: 


ed. | 
Beſides this, the Pope honoured Mr. Maigrot and 
Mr. Pin, with the Title of. Vicars Apoſtolical, both of 
them. DoGars of the Sorbon, diligent, zealous, and 
ſet upon following the Intentions of the Holy See, 
and in a word Companions of Mr. Heliepo!;s, and [n- 
heritors of a double Portion of his Spirit. 
If the number of Miffionaries co been anſwer- 
able to that. of the Paſtors, the Churches in Ching 
had nojv-been perfetly filled ; but, as l have ſaid, 
the over Care which every one has taken to provide 
for. it 'excluGvely of others, has rendered People leſs 
deftrous of. going. Good: Men, nay, even thoſe who 
have occaſioned theſe.;\Diſorders, have mourned for 
them in ſecret. Some zealous Perſons have endea- 
voured to remedy this -My Lord Biſhop of AMun- 
fter and; Paderborn, whom the Care of his own 
Dioceſe did not- hinder from extending his Care 
even as'far. as the. Eaſt, gave a Settlement for fix 
Miffionarics: for ever. to China ; but dying a little 
while after, his !aft, Will was never executed. Others 
in France, 1n Spain, 1a Italy, took a great deal of. pains 
to help this forſaken Maffion, but they could never 

compals their Deſigns. a4 
Lewis the Great, who.1s himſelf as zealous far 
eſtabliſhing the. Goſpel, as all the other Princes put 
together, among the great Deſigns which he has been 
intent: upon. ta make. Religion flouriſh in Exrope, 
thought chat he ought not to negle@ that good mie) 
; p : | 2 
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he might do in 4A/ia. He was very ſenſible of the 
Neceflicies of Chins, which Father Yerbieſ# had repre- 
ſented to him in one of his Letters, in the moſt ſen- 
fible manner in the World; and although he very 
well knew, thac he could not make Miflionaries ( a 
Quality which no body can give us but the Vicar of 
by adds CHRIST) he doubted not but that Re- 
igiouſes who were exactly skilled' in Mathematicks, 
11 attaining, according to his Orders, and exadt know- 
ledge in Aſtronomy, might at the fame time with 
good ſucceſs, labour according to the Deſign of their 
nſtitution, in the Gonverſion of Infidels. He was 
very well ſatisfied, that of all the means which hu- 
man Prudence could advantageouſly make uſe of in 
the moſt Holy Actions, there were none which pro- 
moted the Concerns of Religion in China more than 
the Mathematicks. | 

Being therefore willing at once to ſatisfhe his zeal 

for the. advancement of the Goſpel, and the delire 
which he had of bringing the Sciences to perfection, 
he made choice of f1x Jeſuits whom he thoughe capable 
of giving good ſatisfaction ta the Learned, and Inftru- 
Aion to intlligent Perſons. Thoſe who were thus 
appointed, could have wiſhed they had all the abihties 
neceſſary for this Employment: They did neverthe- 
leſs ſer ont with a good Will, being ready to ſacrifice 


. their Lives and all their ſmall Talents to the greater 


Glory of God, and by conſequence to the pious De- 
figns of the greateſt Prince in the World, 

When we came into Ching, we found it in the 
Condition I have been relating, the Harveſt was 
plentiful every where, bur it was almoſt deſtitute of 
Workmen ; . or (to make uſe of Father Intorcetts's 


' words, one of the moſt noted Miflionaries) drowned 


in thoſs Tears, . which the ſorrow of {ecing herſelf 
abandoned, forced continually from her: Beneditus 


Deus qui fecit nobiſcum Miſericordiam, ſuam liberavis 
OR! B | 
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Vqs & naufragio, ut prope naufragam noſtram miſſiunem 
ab aquis lacrimarum, ſummique meroris eriperet, vos 
ommes in corde ſervo, & tanquam weros Societatis filios vis 
roſque Apoſtolicos intimis animi pracordiis ampletor, Oc. 
Thus he ſpake to. us in his firſt Letter, to encourage us 
to afliſt in the glorious Labours of this Miſſion. 

Providence put it into our Power 1n a little time 
to employ our ſelves uſefully there; and if we had. 
done no other good than, was the drawing after us 
by our Example ſeveral other Miſlionaries who {o!- 
lowed us, and who now are full of their Holy Labows 
in the Work of God; it would be a great Comfort 
to-us, and a very great advantage to China, But that 
which is much more comfortable is, that we have 
hereby contributed very much toward removing thoſe 
Terts' and hinderances to the propagating the Goſpel 
of which I ſpake before. For at the Remonſtrance 
of Father Tachard, ſupported alſo by that of the Re- 
verend Father General, Innocent XI ſuſpended the 
Oath. And after Clement VII granted to the King 
of Portupal to nominate three Biſhops, one of Pekin, 
the other of Nankim, x the third of Macao. And 
at this preſent our Holy Father, who in his own ſelf 
hath all the Zzal, ail the Piety, and all the Wiſdom 
of his .Predeceſfors, animated by the ſame Spirit, , and 
moved (it | might do my ſelf the honour of ſaying 
ſo) -with what { have had the-honour to repreſent 
unto. him of the- preſent State of theſe Miſfions, is 
about to regulate all the particulars therein by the 
prudent Counſel and Advice of the Sacred Congre- 
gation. To the end that hereafter nothing may be 
jo much laid to heart as the-Intereſt of Religion, 
and that all Kingdoms of Eurepe being united 1n the 
Love of JESUS CHRIST, may. with one-con- 
—_ Lou, co bring about and perie&t this great 
- Work, | 


Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, I have given you a general View of the 
Eſtabliſhment and Progreſs of Chriſtianity in the 
Empire of China, from the Preaching of the Apoſtles 
till che laſt Times. This Church heretofore very 
Famous, but after that, wholly overturned by- Super- 
ſtition, hath at laſt been re-eſtabliſhed one Age ago 
by one of the greateſt Men of our Society, and aug- 


mented by the Labours of a great many Miffionaries, 


governed by wiſe Prelates, honoured by the Pro- 
retion of many Emperors, ſupported by the Bounty 


of all the Princes of Europe ; and, which is more for 
.its Glory, perſecuted by all the enemies of Truth, 


and made'precious in the Eyes of God by the Chains, 
the baniſhment and blood .of the Confeſſors. 1 am 
with all 1maginable reſpe&, * 


S I R, 
Your moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


LL 


tt 


To 


y 


— 


To the moſt Reverend Father De la Chaize, 
Confeſſor to the King. 


(oncerning the Minner how each 
| Miſfunary preaches the Goſpel 
#n China, and of the Pervency of 


the New (hriſtians. 


AMeoft Reverend Father, - 
Ltho' the important Afﬀairs of Cline, which 
A detain me at preſent at Rome, require all 


my Application, and feem to be my Ex- 

Cuſe if I am wanting 1n performing any 

Parts of my other Duties fo exactly as I could deſire; 

I cannot nevertheleſs in the leaſt forget both the Obli- 

gations which I my ſelf have to you in particular, as 
well as the Miffions in the Eaſt in general. 

It was you, moſt Reverend Father, who formerly 
drew outthe Platform of them, who juſt then made 
Choice of their Miniſters, whom your Teſtimonials, 
together with the Eſteem of one af the greateſt Prin- 
ces upon Earth,have rendred in Proceſs of Time more 
Renowned than all their particular Qualifications. 

This Royal Prote&ion, under which we have un- 
, dauntedly affronted Dangers; thofe Letters written 
' on our behalf to Sovereigns and their Officers ; thoſe 
magnificent Preſents, thoſe regularly ſettled Penſions; 
thoſe extraordinary Helps, (and what we value much 


more) thoſe ſo grave Counſels, ſavouring ſa much - 
| che 
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che Spirit of God, wherewith you have in a mannec 
hallowed our firſt Voyages, and which we Kill look . 
upon as the ſafeſt Rule of our Behaviour and Conduet, 
are Benefits either received from your ſelf;or procured 
by-your means. *Tis butjuſt, moſt Reverend Father, 


that in what part of the World ſoever we be, we 


ſhould teſtifie our Acknowledgments. For my part, 
I am perſuaded that one cannot give you more ſolid 
Demonſtrations of them, than by maintaining by our 
great Zeal, what you have performed to our Advan- 
cage. I ſuppoſed you would be ſatisfied, and that at 
leaſt I ſhould perform my Duty, by acquainting you 


with the Succeſs wherewith it hath pleaſed God to. 


crown our Labour; and what Benefits we may hope 


' to reap from the Miffionaries which you your ſelf will 


form, or at leaſt who ſhall come to us out of your 
hands. : 
In a Word, the Time I ſhall employ in writing to 


you upon this Subje&, is ſo far from any ways dimi- 


niſhing that due Care, and conſtant Endeavour to 
promote the welfare of our Miffions, that without all 
doubt, it will much contribute to their future Eſta- 
bliſhment; for I hope that your ProteQion becoming 
thereby more effetual and ſolid, will more advance 


. our Aﬀeairs, than all the Pains and Care which I can 


poſlibly cake for their Succeſs. 

Purſnant to. the firſt Projedt that we laid, we were 
all of us to ſtay at Pekin, in the Palace, and Service of 
the Emperor; but Providence otherwiſe order'd it, 
ind they at [aſt gave way to our Inclination, which 
moved us to diſperſe our ſelves all over the Provinces, 
for the propagating of Religion. They were content 


. to detain Father Gerbillon and Father Bouvet at Court, 


where they immediately applied themſelves tothe ſtudy 
of Languages with ſuch Succeſs, that they were quick- 
ly in a Condition to aſliſt the Chriſtians, yea, and 
to: be employed by the. Emperor in ſeveral impartanc 
Afﬀairs, The moſt conſiderable, was the Peace be- 
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tween the Moſcovites and Chineſe ; the Treaty of which, 
was then afoot 30o Leagues from Pekin, whither Fa» 
ther Gerbilloz was ſent with Prince So{ax who was no- 
minated Plenipotentiary for the Empire. 

Nipchou was the place where the Miniſters of the 
Two Nations aſſembled ; each of them having a Body 
of Soldiers attending, to terminate if Occation fer- 
ved, what the Negotiation could not decide : the 
Haughtineſs of both, did oftentimes make them fly our 
into extremes, which would have proved fatal to both 
Parties, if Father Gerbillon by his Diſcretion had nor 
moderated Animoſines, . He continually paſſed from 
Camp to Camp, made Speeches, propos'd Expedi- 
ents, pacified their Minds, and he diflembled what- 
ever might be apt mutually to exaſperate them in the 
Conclufion : He fo dexterouſly managed the com- 
mon [Intereſts, that the Peace was concluded to the 
SatisfaRion both of Chineſe and Moſcovites. Prince So- 
{an was fo well pleaſed with the Z»al and Wifdom of 
this Father, that he declared publickly, that if it had 
not been for him, alſhad. been in a defperate Condj: 
tion 3 heexpreft hitnſelf about che matter, tothe Em- 
peror to the ſame efte&A, infomuch . that this Prince 
had the Curioſity to 'be acquainted with him. He 
found 'hinrco be a very ſenſible Perſdn,. capable, fin- 
cere, forward to execute, and even to anticipate his 
Orders.' This Character wonderfully : pleaſed - the 
Emperot': he had a mind to have him near his Perſon, 
at the Palace, in the Campaign, and in his Progreſs 
into Tartary, where, he beſtowed npan him ſo many 
fignal marks of Eſteem , that the: Grandees of his 
Court,” might have , pethaps conceived ſome Jealouſfie 
from them, had not the Father's Modeſty won him + 
the Aﬀection of every Body. THIER Eh 

Theſe*firſt Favours were followed by an extraor- 
dinary one that' was much'better rehſhed by this Mil- 
fionary :' He pitch't upon him for his Tutor in Ma- 
themaricks and 'Philoſlophy- cotyointly with Father 
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- Rowet, whoſe merit he hkewiſe much eſteem'd. The 
Paſlion this Prince hath for Sciences, makes him very 
intent upon Studies every day in a manner Two or -- 
Three Hours together, which he ſpares from his Plea- 
ſure: It 1s more than probable, that by the inquiry 
into natural Truth, Providence will condu& him by 
degrees to the eternal Fountain of Truth, without 
which, all others ſerve not ſo much to perfe& the 
Mind, as to puff it up with Pride in the Eyes of Men, 

and render it inexcuſable before God. | 
Father Verbieſ# had already begun to expiain theſe 
Sciences to him ; but, beſides his making ufe of the 
Chineſe Tongue in his- Le&tures, which 1s not proper, 
by reaſon of its often repeated Equivocals, to illuſtrate 
Notions otherwiſe obſcure enough of themſelves: Be- 
ſides that, I ſay Father Yerbieſt died. Theſe Fathers 
, ſuppoſed the Tartarian Tongue would be better liked 
by this Prince, and that it might ſerve their turn the 
better to make the Notions intelligible. It happened 
according to their ExpeRation, and the Emperor be- 
came in a ſhore time ſo capable, that he compoſed a 
Book of Geometry. He afterwards gave it to the 
Princes his Sons, and undertook to be their Maſter in 
it; he call'd them together every day, explain'd to 
them the. moſt difficult Propofitions of Euclid; yea, 
'and this Prince having upon his Shoulders the Govern- 
ment of one of the moft potent Empires of the'World, 
_ did not diſdain, with his Rule and Compaſs in his 
Hand, to ſpend his Time in the Family in Speculati- 
ons, which Intereft alone ſcarce makes delightful ro 

private Perſons. | 

Whilſt theſe ewo Fathers by their Credit made 
themſelvgs fir to be in a ſhort time the main Support 
. of Religion, Father Fonraney, Father Vifdelow, and my 
ſelf did endeavour not to'be unferviceable in the Pro- 
'vinces. Father Fontaney went to Nenkim, Father Viſe 
| delou took Care of the Churches of Xanſi, where I al- 
fo remained ſome time with him, from whence _ 
WardGs 
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wards I removed to Xenfi, the ancient Place of Fa-_ 


ther Faher's Miftion, the Chriſtians of which Place, 
notwithſtanding their having been deſerted this many 


| Years, do nevertheleſs preſerve their firſt Fervency, 


and are ſhll look'd upon as the : Mould of that great 
Flock, and Model of other Believers. We Bon te | 
at that Time by our own proper Experience, what 
was often told us, that the Harveſt truly was great, and 
that happy # that Labourer whom the Maſter of the Har-- 
weſt doth pleaſe ro make uſe of to gather it in. Every 
thing 1s matter of Conſolation in this glorious Em- 
ployment ; the Faith of the new Converts, the Inno- 
cence of the Ancient, the Aptneſs of the Children, 
the Devotion and Modeſty of Women ; but yet one 
15 more eſpecially affe&ed by ſome eminent and exem- 
plary Converſhons, to perceive the Work of Grace 
now andthen wrought in the hearts of Idolaters. 

The Truth is, thele are in reſpe of us convincing 
Proofs of that Truth which we preach . and declare : 
For indeed, by what ſecret Charm cquld we be able 
to animate dead Minds, and raiſe them, (if I may 
preſume ſo to ſay) to Reaſon, to God, to all the Ma- 
xims of the moſt pure and refined Morality ; Minds 
that have been buried, and immerſed from their very 
Infancy in fleſh and Blood ? What Force and Power, 
what Blandiſhment could be able in an inſtant, to 
bring into Captivity rebellious Minds under the Yoak 
of a Religion ſo ſevere as ours is, if Jeſus Chriſt hun- 
ſelf did not work Miracles, and if the holy Spirit, by 
the inward and inviſible Operation of Grace, did not 
ſupply the Defg& of his Miniſters? | 

This is that, moſt reverend Father, which we ex- 


 perience every day, with aſtoniſhing Comfbre, which 


doth eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen and ſettle us unmovable 1n 
the ſame Faith which God produceth in Idolaters. I 


- would to God | wereable to relate to you particularly 


all that pales in Ching an this Subject, where 1n ſpight 


of all the Stratagems of Devils, God is ſo conſtantly 


an 
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2nd reſolutely Glorihed, Yet not being able upon my 
departure, to pon up the particular Memorial of each 
Church, I ſhall only content my ſelf to tell you in Part . 
what I my felf have obſerved in my Miflion, and af- 
ter what manner I have made it my Buſineſst6 adorn 
it, according to the Ideas and Practice of the moſt 
grave and ancient primitive Miffionaries. | 

All my Bufineſs was reduced to Three principal 
Points ; the Firſt was to cheriſh, and keepup the Piety 
of old Believers by the preaching of the Word of God, 
andabove all, by particular Exhortations, which is a- 
bundantly more profitable and edifying than any thing 
that 1s ſpoken in Publick, where the Diſcourſe is often - 
not underſtoqd, either becauſe of the People's Stupidi- 
ty, or elſe by reaſon of the Preacher's il] Utterance, 
and Pronunciation. Theſe poor Souls whont Simpli- 
city and Fervency make teachable, do oftentimes hear 
that, with Tears intheir Eyes, which they do not com- 
prehend but by halves; bue yet they always improve 
and edifie, by what they underftand perfeatly. They 
areeſpecially moſt taken with Compariſons, Parables, 
and Hiſtories, and albeit they are not acquainted nor 
accuſtomed to that vehement, and ſometimes paſſio- 
nate Aciion -of our Preachers, yet for all that, they 
-are moved and wrought upon, when they ſpeak tw 
cher} with Earneſtneſs, and Concern. 

I no ſoonercame to a private Houſe to confeſs fick 
Perfons, or about other Buſineſs, but preſently you 
ſhould have all the Family, nay, and the Chriſtians 
too of the Neighbourhood flock together about me, 
' and intreat me to ſpeak to them concerning God. ?k 
had made but an indifferent Progreſan underſtand- 
ing and pronouncing their Tongue, cſpecially when 
I firſt began to preach, which nevertheleſs gave them 
no manner of Offence, ſo far from it, that if they 
could but never fo little apprehend what I meanc, 
they never were cloy'd with hearing me. - 


{ have 
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| T have moreover taken notice that they had always 
rather I ſhould preach my ſelf,;haw barbarous ſoevermy 


Language might appear, than that I ſhould get them _ 


inſtructed ; as I ſometimes did by the help of a Chineſe 
Catechiſt, that had been formed ſome time before to 
Exerciſes of this Nature. But my Viſits not being ſo 
: frequentas I couldhave wiſhed, Iendeavoured to make 

them up by godly Books, with which by God's Blefling, 
China 1s very well ſtored,there having been ſome Milk 


onaries ſufficiently zeaious, and able ro compoſe Books, 


and that very politely, upon all the Points of Religion. 


They have very curious and complete Catechiſms, - 


wherein the intire and complete Body of the Doctrine 


of Chriſtianity, the Life, Miracles, and Death of our . 


bleſſed Lord, the Commandments of God and the 
Church, are clearly explained. There are likewiſe to 
be found particular Expoſitions upon the Goſpels, 
'Treatiſes upon Moral and Chiitian Duties, ſome ſo- 


lid Controverſies adapted to every Body*s Conony; + 


Pra&tices of Piety for the different Conditions of Life, 
Prayers and Inſtructions for the Uſe of the Sacra- 
ments, a Body of Divinity for the Learned, for they 
have tranſlated ſome part of Tho. Aquinas, and laſt of 
all, St. Jonatizs's Exerciſes for thoſe that mind heavenly 
things. Inſomuch, that this ſpiritual Seed of the e- 
vangelical Word is ſcattered all over, and multiplied 
an Hundred-fold. 

T could have wiſhed there might have been a Tran- 
{lation of the M:ſal, upon the account of ſaying Mafs 
in Chineſe, together with an exact Verſion of the holy 
Scriptures, Conformable to the Permiffion obtained 
for that ſpurpMe the Miſſa] was finiſhed, and Father 
Coupler preſented it ſome Years ago to the Pope: 
However after having duly examined the Matter, it 
- was not thought convenient to .make ufe of it, but 
they continued co ſay Maſs in the Latine Tongue, as 
in other Places. As for the complete Verſion of the 


Bible, there are ſuch weighty Reaſons why it ſhould 
| not 


MA 
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| not forthwith be publyhed, that ic would ſeem a raſh 
piece of Impudence to do it ; and fo much the more, 
cauſe there is already expounded in divers Books, 
what is contained in the Goſpel; yea, and even 
"whatſoever is moſt Inftrudive in the reſt of the holy 
Scriptures. = | 
e Secohd Method to increaſe che fervent Zeal 
of Chriſtians, was Prayer : Beſides the time appointed 
for Maſs, I afſembled them Twice a day to make 
pan Prayers. They fung in Two Choirs with 
fich marvellous Devotion, that it made me with that 
the European Chriſtians might have been witneſſes of 
their Piety ; for their rude, and ſometimes -ſcanda- 
lous Deportments before our Alters, will certainly be 
condemned at the great Tribunal, by the Modeſty 
of thoſe later Chriſtians. | | Tr 
| ay do not underſtand either ſinging by Notes 
or Muſxck as we do, yet have they Tunes of their own 
compoſure no ways unpleaſant, whith ſeems to me 
| abundance more tolerable than what are uſed in ſe- 
veral Societies of Europe : They had likewiſe ſeveral 
forts of Inſtruments; Coenforts they ſeem to admire, 
and our Villages-in France would ſervetheir turn well 
enough in thar point.” oF | 
The Chineſe are of that Temper , that they had 
heed of ſomething ſenſible to heighten their Devoti- 
on; ſumptuous and magnificent Ornaments, Singing, 
pompous Proceſiions, the Noiſe of Bells, and Inftru- 
ments, and-the Ceremonies of the Chureh are very 
faking with them, and allure them to divine Service. 
[ took extraordinary care in that matter .co procure 
for them all that the Church out of her moſt wiſe 
Conduct hath permitted to the ſervants of God; 
yer always diſtinguiſhing that which Superſticion, if 
one have not a care of it, 1s wont, in proceſs of time, 
to put 1nto the. common Peoples head. 
1 applyed 'my ſelf more-eſpecially to inſpire them 
With reſpe& to our Myſteries, they made their Con- 
| Cc feflion 
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f:fion uſually every Fortnight. Their Confeſſion | 


was not only attended with Tears, ( for the Chineſe 
are more ſubjet to Weeping than we) bt alſo with 
ſevere Penance in the Evening in the Veſtry. 


The lively Faith they had for the adorable Sacra. || 


ment, made them conſtant attenders on the Altar ; 
and when I permitted them to receiveit, they com- 


municated with affe&tions of venerations capable of ' 


inflaming not only ſuch who are but Lukewarm, but 
almoſt Chriſtians. You might ſee them proſtrate at ſe. 
veral times with their Face on the ground lamenting, 
and commonly ſhedding abundance of tears. Such 
like poſtures, more trequent and ordinary amongſt 
Aſaticks than Europeans, yet evermore edifying. and 
ſubmiſſive, do exceedingly contribute to excite De- 


 - votion in the Soul, and to impreſs upon the Mind 


that profound Veneration which the Majeſty of our 
Myſteries deſerye at our hands. + _ 
*This reſpect extended. it ſelf alſo to the Images, 
Reliques, to the Medals, Holy Water, and in general 
to whatſoever bears the Character of our Religion. 


They bore more than that, a particular veneration. 


for the Virgin 4zry , which perhaps had gone too 
far, if care had not been uſed to regulate it. They 
call her the Holy Mother (Chin-440u) and: do invoke 
her in all their Straits and Exigencies. The experi- 
ence they-have had of her Prote&ion, hath confir- 
med them in this warm Devotion, and the benefits 
they receive daily from her, perſwade them ſhe 15 
acceptable to God. | 
The Women are yet more animated with theſe 
Szntiments than the Men. All their Churches are 


dedicated to her under the Title of Chin-mou tam, 


that is to ſay, the Temple of the 'blefſed Mother. 
There they meet together, for they never enter in- 
to the Church of the Men, asthe Men dare not pre- 


{ume to ſer foot into theirs. Burt the paſfiqnare lors. 
that the Chriſtians have for Jeſus Chriſt, maks,chem,;. 


. 1 ? 
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W y Devout, and walk worthy of the Profeffion 


s: TFeſus who died to ſave us. Be= 
x is the Try Wherein we moſt carefutly in- 
X then © it is rh#r they moſt ſtedfaſtly beieve. 
ry one ſhall have their Crucifixes in their C'iam- 
"nd notwithſtanding the nakedneſs of our Ima- 
id ac firff pive' fotne offence, yer have they in 
{5 of time accuſtomed themſelves to them. We 
bute them tothe People with ſome precaution, 
br fear ey may*Charice to fall into the hands of 
of =P ſho might either through ignorance of 
| walice, . beapt co prophane them. 
ZAnd this was the feafon why after Maſs was ſaid, 
Feonimenly removed from the Altar a large graven 
racifix, the Pagaydo oftentimes come out of cu- 
- ribſity to ſee our Churches; now they might have 
 flole it away, or ſpoken of it irreverently and blake 

hemouſly ; which nevertheleſs was not brought to 
pas by he Paints of Chrift's Paflion which I lete 
OW" NG. 1567. 
_ Now. as for Chriſtians, we are far from conceal * 
ing from them' this ſacred Myſtery of our Redemp- 
tion, or from difſembling in the leaſt circumſtancs 
of the ſame. What certain Hereticks have writ con- 
*&rning it, is a foul Caſumny, which all the Chineſe 
Books and Cuts therein engraven, have long ago dif- 
| proved and confuted. | 

The Croſs is carried publickly in the Streets in 

Procefiion, planted on the tops of Churches, painted 
over the Doors of the Chriſtians Houſes. 1 have no 
where obſerved the Ceremony of the Adoring of 
the Croſs , performed every Good Friday publickly, 
praftifed with more Adoration than in Cbina; nay, 
[ ſincerely proteſt, that I never afliſted thereac with- 
out being torced to mingle my Tears with rhofe of 
theBelievers, who outdo themſelves in Devotion and 
GC 2 Publiek 
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publick Penance on that day eſpecially. . Thoſe, who | 


have accuſed their Faith in this point, would them- 


ſelves be aſhamed at the infenſibleneſs 'of Enropeans, 


had they afliſted at our Ceremonies. For our part, 


we are overjoyed to ſee the Opprobrium of the Croſs. | 
to Triumph, as far as the utmoſt limits gf the. Uni- | 
verſe, over the moſt proud and haughty Nation'in 


the Worid. | 


The particular InſtruQtion.of the,Chine/e Women' | 


is much more troubleſome than that of Mei. ;' they © 
» p< . > WEI 265i. S. w 
are never Viſited but in the time of their, Sicknels, 


neither do they ever come to viſit the Milltonaries; 
but they may be ſpoken with .in their Churches, of 
. elſe one may cauſe them to meet-.every.Fortnight tg 
ſlay Maſs, and adminiſter the Sacrament to. them, g 


they dare not-come oftner for-fear of Scandal ,'che. 
.notglo much as allow” - F- 
t.happens;every |' 


Laws of the. Country doth. notyl 
them that, becauſe the diſarders'th ever 
- time the Fagah Women . viſit the Temples of the 


Bonzes, cauſeth our Aſſemblies to be ſuſpeted, and 


affords a fſpecious pretence to the Gentiles to cry 


down Religion. 


: 
v5 
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Notwithſtanding a Man cannot imagine what 


Fruic may be reap'd by it. - I came to this Church 
upon Friday Evening to hear Confeſſions.” Tis always 
in 2 place expoſed to every ones view ; for in this 
caſe one cannot ad with too much caution. On 
Saturday morning I finiſhed the Confeffions of thoſe 
that were not able to get a place the day ioregoing. 
Almoſt every one of them Confeſs, and would be 
glad ſo to do every day if they had liberty granted. 
Whether ir be tendernef of Conſcience, or eſteem 
for the Sacrament, or ſome other reaſon beſt known 
co themfelves, I know not,. but they think they can 
never ſer time enough apart to diſcover their Faults. 
There is required abundance of patience to hear 


them ; and being naturally of a mild diſpoſition, they | 


would take it very ill to be handled roaguuy | yet 
| have 
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one pood quality, that they are ſeldom 
ety and Froward. They receive the Inſtructions 
# from their Direor in all humility ; they blindly pin 
their Faith upon his Sleeve : we never inflict great 
F Penance on them, nay tho! it be a difficult matter to 
"Fedice them from their ordinary Peccadilloes, yet do 
\ not they find it fo hard to bewail and lament for 
eo” + 
£ for_ notorious Sins they very rarely commit 


* *. *. = 
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\. | cfm, becauſe cheir Condition exempts them from 


"The me tdangereus opportunities; and if they could 
"Be brought to keep Peace in their domeſtic Afﬀairs, 
| thei” Life wonld be otherwiſe wonderful innocent. 
\ Thave obſerved in many of them a certain Devotion 
d but hittle of Holineſs. They always ap- 
"ply chemfelves co Buſineſs or co Prayer, ſeeking all op- 

Ftanicties for the Education of their Children,or for 
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their own improvement : Very ſcrupulous and nice in 
#$ theobſeryation of the Fraftice of every Chriſtian Du- 
F# ty; Charitable, frequent in Mortification ; in a parti- 
' cular manner zealous for the Converſion of Idolaters; 
| -Attentive to all Occaſions that preſent themſelves to 
do Acts of Charity : Infomuch that I have heard 
the ancienteſt Miffionaries fay, That if China once 
 turn'd Chriſtian, almoſt all the Women would be 
layed. This is not an affeted Encomium of the Chineſe 
\ Women ; I do faithfully and honeſtly relate whae I 
| have ſeen, and I judge of other Churches by 5 
wheregf I have the Care and Condudg. 

The Inſtruction of the Youth of riper years gave 
me as much trouble. I was perfwaded that this 
Age above all other, requir'd cultivating, eſpecially 
in China, where many things concur to make them 
have'an averſion for the Service of God : their eafie 
ſoft Temper, the Complaiſance of all about chem ; 
their Relations that doat upon them , and feldom 
Ty a ſti hand over them, but let chem have 

their W.ills, The Company of Beati.en Chiidren 
> © YH3SUO | FE C3 2 always 
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always corruptzd and vicious. ſoon ; F their PQ 
2ndance. their complaiſance 6 JOC ue 1 | 
who many times have ſuch influence oh them: © | 
inſpire them with an averſjon for Religion. L wr? 
theſe are Obſtactes ro.cheir InftruRion, very hard ro | 
ſurmount What. care a we take. BU 

Yet was | willing. to diſgharge -m my Duty y by Red) | 
ral ways and means. That whict appeared to me 
the moſt eff;Ryal, was to take a Chriſtian School- 
maſter into my Houl:z, who was arr able | Hs 
Man. The Children came, "thicke: to learn; and} # 
took the opportunity to inftil DevStion. Vow 
to expound to them the principal Arricles of Re Fig 
en, to train them up and diſcipline, them ap 

Aſfaults of the Gentiles, to accuftom cher 
Ceremonies of the Church where chey' af 
Mafs every day. This Pra&ice did a odiice 
another good effect. The Children of [ol hs 
cams to Study under the Tuition of the fame Matter 
whether by reaſon of cheapneſs, or becaufe' of the } 
nearneſs of the place, heard, whether they would | 
or no, what was caught to their Schoolfellows 
Theſe Inſtructions form'd and ſeafon'd them by little 
and little to Chriſtianity, and repleniſhed their Mind 
with abundance of good Notions and Idea's, which, 
as ſo many Seeds, in proceſs of time did produce 
Evangelical Fruit, that is tofay, real Converſions. 

It were to be wiſh d there were a good number 
of Chriſtian School-maſters that might teach prars 
in Cities, that wouid be the beſt means to propagate 
Religion, and to preſerve good Manners, and keep 
up decoram in Families ; but the Miffionaries are ſq 
far from being in a condition to maintain them, that 
they are hard put to it to ſubſiſt themſelves ; for they 
do not lead ſuch a Life as ſome ill-informed, or rather 
ill affeted Authors would have made the World be- 
liere they did. Nay, andIfpeak even of thoſe who 


' are at Court, who ſeem by their outſide to live Fo 
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| the affluence of all Accomodations. Ir is true in- 
_ deed they go in their Silks, (according to the mods 
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of ,the Country) when they go. to viſit Perſons 


- | of Quality, yea, and they are ſometimes carried in a 


Sedan, or elſe on Horſeback, attended by Servants. 


J - All which is neceſſary to keep up their Credit, and 
preſerve the protection of the Mardarins, for want of 


which the Chriſtians would be often oppreft. But 
yet that makes the Miſſionaries to lead an hard Lite ; 
for theſe Expences conſuming their whole Revenue, 


'#',or:Penfion, which never amounts to an Hundred 
+ Crowns per Annum, the ſmall portion that remains 


s. ſcatce ſufficient to live on. The Miflionary is 
very decently (not to ſay very poorly habited) in his 
Houſe 3 his Lodging is very inconvenient, he lies 
ppon the hard Ground, or upon a very thin Quile 


2 without Sheets. As for his Table, ir is {o frugal, that 
Bee is never a Monk in Europe to whom the Canon 
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geſcribes ſuch a vigorous Abſtinence; ſome ef chem 
paſs whole Years together with only Rice, legumin- 


ous Vegitables, and Water z for the 7h:e that is uſu- 


ally drank, is neither pleaſant to the Palat of a Chineſe 
nor a Foreigner. | 

However, I ſpeak only of the time that they are 
intheir Houſs; for as foon as ever they come abroad 


to travel about the Provinces, and to feck the loſt 


Sheep in the Villages, Mountains, and the moſt re- 


mate places, one is not able to expreſs the continual 


fatigues of -their Miſſion; (I ſpeak chiefly of thoſe 
that perform in the Weſtern Provinces ; for the 
Ehannels that water,aimoſt all the Provinces of the 


South, maketheſe Perambulations leſs tedious.) Then 


it i5thatthey labour Night and Day, lie in Barns, cat 
with the poor Country Men, and areexpoſed to the 
ſcorching Sun, and the moſt vehement Cold, often- 
times covered all over with Snow, and wet to the 
Skin with Rain. And then we meet with nothing to 


. comfort us at our arrival but fervenc Chriſtians, that 
| CC 4 quite 


36z Howthe Goſpel is propoſed to 
quite weary us out by. the exerciſe of our Miniſtry 


- 


from us. © 


that they expe fro 20159 9c 7 

The Province of Xe»/i, that fell to-my care; is: one 
of the vaſteſt in all China, Thad ſome Chriſtian'Chur:- 
ches eſtabliſhed. within an hundred" Leaguesof one 


another, whicher, I muſt go by Roads, ſo toilfome, 
have: Mules: 


or theſe fort of 


that even Horſes are of no uſe. bv 
bred in the Mountains, 'and managed | e fort 0 
Journeys, that is to fay, for the eafieſt Ways-3:as for 


the other Ways you are fain tofoot-it, whether you. 
creep on all four up the Rocks, or deſcend;-into-the. 


- 


Precipices. . You croſs over the Valley.in Water-and. 


Dirt, expoſed to Tygres, but-yet more 


to:Robbers, 
whoſe retreat the Country does favour. Eg 


d 
} ”y *y 
a- 


' They are not like choſe fine Ways and: deligh fil 
pleaſant Champaign Provinces of  the/South, which, 


Art and Nature have ſeem'd ratherto have made for 
thedelight of the Inhabitants, than | 
ence of Travellers. The Valleys of. the Alps: and 
Pyr-nees ate much more paſſable; ' and one. may prc- 
perly ſay of China, that where it is fine, nothing in 
the World is finer; and when it ceaſes to be ſo, no- 


[9] | 


thing is more horrid and frightful. Nevertheleſs, 
ſincethe death of Father Fabor, one takes delight to: 
 travelalong thoſe tedious Roads that he "watered for- 
| merly-with the ſweat of his Brows, where he hath 
' ſhed abroad that ſweet favour of Aolineſs. that- Mill 


4 


upholds the Faich of Chriſtians, and animates. the 


 Zealof the Miflionaries © © ©. _ 
© The other Churches of this Province arg more 


— 


eaſily come at. I ſpent a great part of the Year in 
traveling from Village to Village, Catechiziog , 
Preaching, adminiſtring the Sacraments to Believers 
that aſſembled upon my paſlage in all the places that 


*Tappoinred. T divided my Time between them and 


the Idolaters, whoſe Converſion always proves more 
£ 


wH2 - 
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S 


frequent in theſe ſolitary remote places than in great 
Citics, -or 183 the Metropolis of - a* Province, © boils 
w- + , | -. : . w py ; Ek =p « _ of 
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the New Chriſtians m China. 393 
of them there: were; who being already convinced 
of the Truth by reading, or by their commerce with 
Chriſtians, came of their own accord to. receive 
Baptiſm: Others ſhaken, and rouzed either by their 
Relations or Friends, came to hear Diſputations, and 
atlaft ſurrendered themſelves to the Grace of JESUS 
- CHRIST: Many allured by novelty, or by the in- 
" treaty-oftheir Neighbours, heard attentively, and al- 
-ways diſputed” with a'great deal of heat ; amongſt 
whomifome there were thay withdrew from the Di- 
-fputatow more hardened thH ever ; yet others more 

faichful' to the drawings of the Spirit, gave Glory to 
Gody and humbly acknowledged their Errors.. All 
my trouble in theſe forts of Controverſies, was, that 
[cont nor deliver my ſelf as I would. The diff- 
!gulty of 'explaining my ſelf in a foreign Language 
deprived the Truth of its Weight and Power. I 
-chought if I could but haye ſpoken my native Tongue, 
{there ſhould not have been one Idolater in my Au- 
-ditory, that ſhould not have opened his eyes to Truth 
firft}and then to Faith. But beſides tharc, Men com-' 
mooly ſpeak enough of it to make every Man in- 
-, excuſable, as St. Pay faith ; yet I made moreover 
-this:Refle&tion, That he that Plants, and he that Wa- 
- ters;-what pains ſoever he may take, and how ex- 
pertſoever he may be in Planting and Watering 
well, yet does but very little by thar. A Man ought 
-torefer this great Work of converting Souls to God ; 
*tis. he alone thar cauſes theſe Plants to encreaſe, that 
nourifhes them, that raiſes them up to himſelf, ac- 
cording to the order of his infinite Mercy and eter- 
nal Purpoſes. And at theſe ſet Times fixed and or- 
dainedin the eternal Coynſels of Divine Predeſtina- 
tion, how many times have I ſeen a few ill words 
pronounced ſenſibly to triumph over Error, becauſe 
the Holy Spirit, that Maſter within the Elec, doth 
untold the ſenſe of them ; whereas prolix Diſcourſes. 
have had none other effe&, but only to hy the 
KF IN x +5: | cart ; 


394 How the Goſpel 5 propoſed to. 

heart ; when, by a juſt Judgment , God was not 
ſed to accompany them with an extraordinary | 
evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit. E.- 2he 
- You will, without doubt, moſt Reverend Father, 
| be exceeding glad to underſtand the nature of” the 
main difficulties . we meet withal in the Converſion 
of the Gentiles. I have obſerved three forts of them, 
that ſeem peculiar to the Chineſe, Perfons of Qua- 
fity, and thoſe who would be thought wiſe, objected 
chiefly againſt che Myſteries : Their hearts. roſe 
chiefly againſt the Trighy and Incarnation ; a God 
that was penetrable, a that could die, was no leſs 

in reſpet of them, than of the Jews a ſtumblin 
block and a piece of folly. The exiſtence of God, 
Eternal, Supreme, infinitely Juſt, infinitely Powerful, 
went eaſily down with ;them, and the convincing . 
p__ of it that I urged tothem;made them ſometimes 
orbear eatering into the Lifts with me thereupon; _ 
To proceed in order, and to follow the roads 
which Prudence and Holy Fathers have chalked out 
tor us on theſe occaſions, I divided our Religion in- 
to two parts. In the firft I propoſed to them what- 
ſoever Reaſon exempt from Paflion di&ates to us. 
That there is a God; that this God being infinitely 
Holy, enjoins us to love Vertue, and ſhun Vice, to o- 
bey Princes, to reſpe& our Relations, to do Ro wrong 
to ones Neighbour ; that good Men that are often- 
times miſerable in this World, enjoy a certain reward 
in the next : "That on the contrary, wicked: Men, 
who: ſpend their life in inordinate Pleafures, are ri- 
oorouſly puniſhed after death : That this ſame Hope 
and Fear, that are the beginning of Wiſdom , are- 
likewiſe che firſt Rule of our Demeanour ; but yet 
that the .enflamed Love that every Man ought to have 
for this fupreme Arbitrator of Life and Death, is ca- 

pable alone to render us perfeCt. 

- After T had convinced them by theſe Maxims, I 


bid them pracice with this Spirit of Love and Fear, 
theto 


theſe Divine Feffons HOT your Lives <5every day 


before the inite Majefty of ehis, God tha ac- 
in this are, with tears in Yor Eyes, 
art. , and contrice with grief for 


| as by 8 him fo late; bes of tim from the bottom 
of your heart: that he would pleaſe to raiſe you to 
| the e fiblime Truths, which Reafon doth not diſco- 
3 yer. tQ you, but which it hath pleaſed him to reveal 
to the World by his'beloved Son, which at preſenc 
, yo} ke up'the particular Characer of the Chriſtian 


FI was not always fach an eafie matter to obtain 
what 1 demanded; the moſt pare of the Gentiles 
ceuſtomed . blindly to purſue their Paſfions, found 
- more eifficulty to embrace this Novel-kin of Life, 
4 than e the" moſt abfſtraſe Myſteries. Yet I 
| can wn, Reverend Father, that of all thoſe 
that ſubmirred thereto in earneſt, T fee not any that 
" was not a few days "after diſpoſed to believe the moſt 
* difficute things which the New Teſtament teacheth 
_ tis: So true ivis, that Faith is the gifc of God, that 
cannot be acquired by all the force of Reaſoning 3 3 
and thoſe ooly heats , who follow our Saviour's 
Counſel: Seek and ye - find, knock and it ſhall be 
opened ro you, God indeed, to accompliſh this pro- 
miſe, did concur pretty often to the Converſion in . 
amoſt miraculous manner, and l obſerved in ſeveral 
new Converts ſo many enlightnings, juft upon their 
refolving to live well, and be conſtant in Prayer, 
or the Holy Spirit muſt needs have illuminated 
them. 

A Gentlemari whom reading and diſputing had 
- madeto waver in his Opinion, could not yet reſolve 
to believe ; yet he determined notwithſtanding to 
practice the Morality -of JESUS CHRIST ,ſuppoſin ng 
that a good Life would much conduce to diſpel the 
Miſts. At the firſt his Doubts got ground of him 


inſtead of being -yanquiſhed ; The more he looked 
11 MN 


CHRIST, burtallto no purpoſe, and _ at juſt. | 


ridiculous; hy RY what care he ey to "ET | 
nothing could he find that confirm'd him more in : 
Chriſtianity, .than in Idolatry. *His Relations and, 

divers of his Friends and Acquaintance , heir .* 
utmoſt endeavour to win him over to J E SU: 1 


upon the point of taking up*his old  courl: 
when our blefſed Lord ftopt. "him upon £ 
brink of the Precipice. ' y..+4 
One Night (as I had it from yds own mout h) he. 

ſaw in bis Dream Heaven open ; JESUS CHRET. . |. 
appear'd to him full of Ma ty? firting at the righe * Þ 
hand of the Father, and ſurrounded with an infin e ot 

company of bleſſed Spirits: on. one hand he ſhewed |} 
him thoſe eternal Rewards that are promifed to Chri= | 
ſtians; on the other he diſcovered to bim profound x 
Abyſles, which the Torments and Shreiks of a great |}. 
many Idolaters made gaſily and frightful. »7har is} 
thy portion, ſaith he, with a _threatning countenance, 
if thou dojt not. follow 1c. Oh! Son, continued he 
with a more mild countenance, Muſt my Groſa., bi 
courage you ? And mu#t a death which i is the ſource. of my 
glory, make you aſbamed? | 

This Viſion frighted him, and he awakened quite ; 

another Man; he did not look upon it as a Dieam,he 
did not buſje himſelf to find out what extraordinary 
thing, chance, and an over-heated imagination Wgre 
capable oftentimes to produce during ſleep : the poo 
Man being perſuaded that God. had ſpoken to him, 
demanded to be baptiſed with a great deal of impor- 
xunity : nay,” and he was fo fat from having any trou- 
ble to ſubmit to the belief of our Myſteries, that he 

roteſted he would willingly part with his we; to d&s 
tznd the Truth of them. 


* kne- 
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elſe uſually Pl 
_towinby 


F * raking him aſide ; 1 de 

Þ| ©and am come to take my 
* "confeſs it is not without for 
| cauſe 1 leave you, but more-eſpecially 
F youin your Errors.” 'Atleaſt, befor | 

.do'me one finall kindneſs ; your Wite is a Chriſtian, 
-ſhe hath an Imape of 'the' God-man, whoſe Religion 
"F'Fxeach ,"do fo much as Proftrate your ſelf lome- 
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+ - timesbefor@this ſame Tmagpe, and beſeach him whom 
it repreſents Willuminate your mind, if it be true 
' that he'hath Power ſo to do, and if he be capable of 
- hearing you. He pfomiſed me he would do it, and 
| preſently after my back was turned he performed his 
promiſe. | : 
His Wife, ignorant of what had paſt, ſeeing him 
upon his Knees adoring JESUS CHRIST by often 
bowing his Head before this Image, ſuppoſed he was 
Gonverted, and ſent one of her Relations into an 
Hotiſe'adjoyning whe're I was, to acquaint me with 
It: Tran thither, and found him ſtill fo taken up in 
this Aion, and inPrayer, that I had not a mind ro 
interrupt him. 2 
As ſoon as he roſe from his Knees, I told him T 
| could 
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could determine him to turn Chriſtian ; not that he 
was biggoted to Paganiſm, his deſire of: adyancing 
himfelt in the World took up all his thoughts, and 
had till thactime never owned any Deity but his For- 
tune. This indifferency for all ſorts of Rel'gion, is of | , 
all conditions the moſt dangerous z and I have found 
by Experience that a Man is never at a greater di- 
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could not ſufficiently” fightfic ny joy. to him, ooo. 
ſioned by the wonderfut change God had-lately * 
wrought in birt.” | 6. P9208 "GRE. 
How / faith ks, AM'amazed, did you ſee at fach a 
diftance what paſt in my mind, or hath. God. re- 
realedit to you? JESS CHRBT himlelf, reply'd 
I, lets me underſtand fo tmudh, for he acquaints = | 
that thoſe who ask.any thing of his -Father 'in his 
name ſhall be heard. Oh! Father, cryed he, it is, 
true, I am no lonper the fame Man, 1 perceive my” 
ſelf a Chriſtian without yet knowing what Chriſti 
nity means; but pray mſtract me, I am 'ready. 
ſubmit, and'to receive Baptiſin | 
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the New Chriſtians in China. 399 
france from the true God than when he acknowledges 
- none at all. Ip : 
 Yethad he a great value for Chriſtians, becauſe he 
edified by their innocent Life. When chanced to go 
to his City he always made me a Viſit ; and becauſe 
be thought it pleaſed me, he went ſometimes into the 
Church to lie proftratebefore the Altars. I thereupon 
took occaſion to lay the buſineſs of his Salvation home 
0 hitn, - but he heard the moſt ſerious things, that IT. 
dpoke to him thereupon, with a Smile. 
One day ſpeaking to him of Hell in a more terri- 
fying manner than uſual z You muſt not be ſurprized 
at wy gpantedneh, ſays he, it would be a great 
ſhame for an old Officer, as I am, to be afraid. E- 
'yer ſince I turned Soldier I took up the reſolution to 


”* | fear nothing : but after all, ſaith he, what reaſon can 


'T have to fear? I do no body wrong; I ſerve my 
Friends, .and am faithful to the -Emperor, and if 
heretofore Thave been ſubjed to the uſual diſorders of 
Youth, Iam at preſent temperate enough in my Plea- 
\ ſures. That is as much as to ſay, replied I, that 
you ſtrive to gratifie the World, but you are no wiſe 
olicitaus to render .to God what you owe to him ; 
could you imagine you ſhould be a good Officer, in 
. diſcharging the particular Duty of your Calling, if 
you refus'd at the ſametime to obey and acknowledge 
the Emperor.  , 

Tis not enough to be regular in all the Actions of 
a private Life ; the principal Duty of a Subje& is to 
ſubmit to_ his Sovereign, and the whole Duty of a 
Man is to own and fear God. You are in the right, 
faith he, I do ſeriouſly think ic. You think ſoin_ 
vain, replied T, if that God, which I ſpeak to you 
ol, does not give good Thoughts, Beg of him this 
Evening to enlighten your Underſtanding, he will 


hear your Voice ; but do you remember alſo to liften 
to his, and follow it 


Altho' 
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ſeriouſly proteſted, -that- 
being 4 little ſleepy, he had ſuch horrible repreſen- 


that had ſeiſed himi , of which he was'not” Maſter-- 
Whether it was'thar his iniaginarion was {till ſrriicten 
with the repreſentation of Hell, *or whether 'God-by- 
this change was pleaſed to rhake us; as well as himyiap»- 
' prehenſive that all the bravery. atid haughtheb-chat = 
War is capable of inſpiring, isnor proot againftrhac 
faving horror which he darts: (whenit-pleaſes-him) - 
into the moſt undaunted Hearts, [ 


| firſt is the reſtitution 


;Itiad-a great mind, according to my cuſtom 
proteſted'that he woald not go out of the Church till 


he was baptiſed: ' Perhaps I ſhalt die this wery night, faid_ 


he tO me, 'and you will be grieved to know me eternally 
damwd. His lokaſs not to forſake me, the intreaty 
of Chriſtians, thae went down to the ground /tome 
to obtains this favonr, and I know not what. internal 

motion, prevailed upon me. TI examined him abour 
gry poine of Religion: be underſtood onefare of 
it, and learnt the reſt with ſo. much eafineſs, thatewo 
hours: after, T thoughtT could: initiate him: into our 
Myſteries. His Converſion made a great noiſe in the 


City, ſeveral Idolaters followed his Example ; - and 
fince in Heaven it ſelf chere is rejoycing at the repen- 
tance"of one Sinner z- there +is no queſtion but the 


Saints-and Angels were joyful of the Converſion of | 


this very Man. | 
This ſubmiſſion of qur ſpirit to the obſcureſt My- 
ſteries, -how difficult ſoever it may ſeem,” yet is it not 
| the thing that troubles" the Gentiles moſt ; ſeveral'o- 
I ther conditions are ___ rubs intheir way. The 
il-gotten Goods, which in 
reference to; the Merchants and Mandarins is an al- 
moſt unſurmountable Obſtacle, 
Injuftice and Cozenage are fo.common in China, 


in theſe two Conditions, thar few of them there are 


who.have enriched themſelves any other. way. A 


Merchant always puts off his Wares at the-deareſt 


rate he.ean poſſibly, and never utters his good Mer- 
 chandiſebut when he cannot get rid of his bad. Cun- 
ning and Craft, fo peculiar to this Nation, ſeem to 
incicleit to'the right of Sophiſticating all things. Buc 
the Candtity of our Religion doch -not 'permic what 
. human Laws tolerate: A Man when he- is become 
Rich by unjuſt dealing, muſt-come and make up his 
Accounts with God, when hedoesin earneſt think he 
is come-to the knowledge or him. I muſt confeſs 


Wd... that _ 
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to 
take fome: time toexamine and inftrut him, but he 


423. How the Gefpal vs Propoſed to: 
that I neverinſiſted upon this point:;but - it made. me 
tremble, | This: is' fot: the moſt-part a Rock of- of- 

_ + Fhey do:nat boggle atthe Myfteries, nor ever call 
them inqueſtion, and thereaſon is, becauſe they ſeem 
not cut" out for ſpeculative Sciences.:: But/as £o the 
buſineſs: of Morality, they have acertain penetratring 

* apeneſfs, and think themſelves liccle inferiourtoius. 
©Ft isvery true; fays _agcrobons to me. one, Day, 
Man &'not allowed to defraud:or do wrong to. his 
© Neighbour; but it is net I that Cheat when fell too 
*:dear, or when I put off my bad Stuffs, theByyera |. 

« buſes himſelf. As he for his part defiresito have 

©them for nothing, or as little as he can, i&:F-agree to . 
* it: *So 1 likewileam inthe right, to exact large rates 
© from him, -and' to receive them, if he be ſo ſimple 
*-asto givethem me. 'This is the fruit of our Induſt, 

* and this profit isno violence, but the effe& of 'my | 
© Calling, that teaches me to improve my Trade. © 
- © Morevves, adds he, altho' it Thould be true; that I 

© ſhould poſſeſs another Man's Goods; and" that; 
© ſhould have committeda fault by-enriching myſelf. 
© at his coſt, how-canT have:the Conſcience. at pre- 

©. fentto ſtrip my Children naked;and reduce them to 

© beggery 2 Believe me, Father, thoſe fromwhom I 

' © have extorted:what they had, have;/Pll: wacrantiyou 
+ done'as much to others, who-again have enriched 

_ © themfelves*afrter the fame'manner. Here. it 4s. the 
* Euftom to deal thus, -and every one in- particular, 
© (if they have any reaſon}. opght mbtually;,co/par-. 
< don one another for theſe ſmall faults; - otherwite. | 
* we muſt undoe and overthrow whole-Families, arid 
© introduce dw _ than —_ chatone. 
© hath committed. As for my part,1 freely pard Ro 

_ © who have cheated Mhonidad fry Wet tp 1a: 

' + meabout the pretended wrong Lhave dane him. * ':- 

This sthe Language of the Childrenofiidarkneſs,' | 
of whom-JESUS: CHRIST: faith,: That; ie RO | 
«83:2 rH C3 Or .l. 
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for a Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, than 
for a'rich Man co enter'/into the Kingdom of Hea- 
veh. - Let a Man repreſent to them what he pleaſes; 


all F yer they always havetheir own way, beingmore ob- 
m dufrate than blind; - for irhey ſeldom failof admirihg 


Juſtice, and: an unbyaſlſed - humour” in others.” © See 
lereanexample of what:I ſay, whereof-I have been 
vicaulhwy ms ling in the Þ | «Fix 
A'yeung Man travelling in the Province of X/, 
where ry Bac tobe, found a Purſe upon the RG 
of about ten'ortwelve:Crowns z :he had the honeſty 
| to inquireatter the Perſon ro whom it belonged, 'that 
he might+reſtore it. This was look'd upon as an he- 
die Action: by the Ghmeſe; now the Mandarin of 
thes place would notler bim. do it without a recom- 
pegs, he made an Ercomium of it himſelf in a Dif- 
__@urſe that was printed: ina large Character, and af- 
fix'd upon-the Palace-Gate. - | Th 
But God Almighcy, co whomeven natural Vertues 
ae acceptable, was infinitely more gracious to this 
| 00A For proceeding on his Journey, a perſon 
mknowntiohim accoſted-him, and faid, How came 
ittopaſs that/you reſtored the maney ſo generouſly 2 
not' you; know that ir: is none but-the Chriſtians 
durytodo ſuch things as theſe ? And kriow, that in 
the ſtare 'wherein you are, all your-morral Actions 
will nothinder you from being damned :. believe me, 
you wiltdo well © go tothe Father of the Chriſtians, 
and embrace their Religion, withoue which all your 
uprightneſs and natural equity will fland you in no 
| Read "after deachy © |. | ; 
He imiinediately obeyed, and returned back to find 
tie\0ut 5; he'relared rome withabundance of modett 
bpliciey what bad happened to him, and ever and - 
aatthe would be ſaying ;- Whar is it to be 2/Chrifti- 


tt And-whar would you h. 'emedo? I inftructed 
kim with much'the more fines, becauſe he took 


1 | wehing amiſs: In a word, be was induced with ſo 
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much- innocence and candor, that T was much taken' 
with him ; ſo that when T found him well diſpoſed, / 
I proceeded to the baptiſing of him, and puthim in: 
a Way to fand&ifie his good inclinations forthe future. ' 
The Devil, who underſtands the blind fide'of the 
Chingſe as to matter of Intereſt, hath inſpiredthe Idos, 


laters with a Maxim thatalways retains themin their 
Errors. The- People fancy, that one is Chriſtian e: 

ugh if one be poor, and that Chriſtianity was the 
Religion of beggerly Fellows. ' So that if chere hap- 


perm any misfortune in a Family ; if there chance to 


e aChriſtian in it, allothers preſently lay the blame 
upon. him,,. and load him with their Imprecations. 
One cannot without a ſtrong Faith reſiſt this*Perſe- 


x 


cution, and when one propoſes*to an Idolater," he 
poſſeſſed with this falſe Tdea, to embrace the Chrittiai 
Religion ; inward Grace mult be exceeding frogs 
oblige him to Sacrifice his Fortune, and to forlake; 
as he imagines, all his temporal Intereſts. Wes 
This very reaſon ſways almoſt with allths Manda. 


. . 


rins, Who venture all as ſoon as they think of become 


ing.Chriſtians. Father Adams fall, that drew along 
with it ſo many illuſtrions Families in the late Perſe- 
cution, makes their Hair ſtill! ftand an end. They 
know that the Religion of the Europeans is not ap- 
proved' of by the Laws, and withal, that they may 
deprive all ſuch as embrace it of their Lives and For- 


tunes. Whar Prote&ion ſoever the Emperor may 


grantto the Miſſionaries, he may hereafter revoke it, 


he may die. Andthe Parliament watch'all opportini- . 


. ties imaginable to root ont Chriſtianity ; ſ@ thatithe 
fear of loſing the deceitful riches of this World,/\de- 
prive a multitude of People of eternal 'Bleflings, which 
they cannot ſufficiently yalue, nor know the worth of. 

But now it a Mandarin, who” has any” work'0 
Grace upon his Heart, waye all theſt' Conſiderations, 
yet upon his Converfion, he nicets with another 10- 


cable obſtacle to his perſeverance, {til} more __ 


4, 
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to ſurmount than the-former. Since the Penfions of the 
Officers are not capable to ſupply the uſual Expences 
of their Family,. they have no other fand for to main- 
tain it beſides, injuſtice. 

-. The: Miniſters of State, and chief Preſidents of 
Sovereign:Qourts of Judicature of Pekin, do under- 


hand: exact conſiderable fums from the Vice-Roys. 


And theſe latter, to make it good, have recourſe to 
the principal Mandarins of the Province ; who again 


tay a.Vax upon. the Subaltern Officers. None dare }. 


prefume to diſpenſe with it, without running intothe 
danger of being quite undone, infomuch that every 
one of.. them, that he may maintain his Poſt, gapes 
after getting money by hook or by crook. 

+ This Miniſtry of. injuſtice, which the Ambition of 
the Grandees, and Avyarice of ſome of inferior Rank, 


have introduced into. the Empire ſince the laſt Reyo- 


lation, gives a mortal blow tothe Eſtabliſhment of our 
molt. holy Faich upon a folid Foundation, becauſe a 
Chriſtian Mandarin ceaſes to be a good Chriſtian, 
ifthe fleeces and robs, or elſe he ceaſes to be a Man- 
darin if he donot cheat. 

However, we: meet with a great many of them, 
whom Providence preſerves, who have not bowed 
the Knees to Baal. We have ſeen in China, as in the 
Primitive Church, ſome examples of this Chriſtian 
generoſity, that count the Gaods of this World asno- 


thing, in hopes that the Kingdom of Heaven will 


one Day be.their Inhericance. During the time of 

the Perſecution there paſt an hundred things of this 
nature, ; that might afford matter of Edification; but 
being I ſet down nothing but what I have ſeen, I 
hall concenc my ſelf to relate. a more recent Example 
which likewiſe much affected me. 

'-A- fervent Chriſtian of the Province of X:»/7, 


aſter he had enriched himſelf in divers honourable em- 
ys, .didac laſt retire from the World, refoiving to 
s 


* 4 
' 


Qut ane part of... his Eſtate in the ſervice of God, 
T : -DAa3 | and 
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and to drfpoſe'of the other" in leading a peaceabſe 
and innocent Tife with his Family. He'had built a 
Church inthe Country, whither T ſometimes went 
to Adminiſter the Sacraments, and Baptiſe the Cha- 
techiſts, whomhe took ſpecial care to train up him- 
IF." Eur his Honſe ſtanding in a place that was a 
great thorough-fair, the Troops that are coninully 
going, and” coming in Chiza, Taid all his 'Gtotn 
waſte, not daring to do the leaſt Damags to 7hoſe of 
his neighbour 19olaters; * and this is the Reaſon that 
induced them to deal with him it this rate. 
"The Chineſe are wont publickly to belch out Curſes 
apainſt thoſe that do them wrong, eſpectily, If they 
cannot be revenged of them other ways, "Tf a man 
Rathibeen robb'd in Hs Houſe, and one cannidt &iſco- 
ver the Robber, every Morning and'Evening, for {@ 
veral Days together, the Family's Buſineſs is to cutſt 
him; the Father, "Mother," Children, and the'Ser 
vatits, take it byturns, atid relieve one another.in thi 
Exerciſe 'atid wiſh” him! all miſchief imaginable; 
they have, (if T may ſo expteſs' it) Frmala's of fol 
Language, and dire Expreflions, which pe Bos 
an Hundred Times, 'bawling as loud as poltbly they 


ar&able, at the Gate, or upon the Roufe top ; and 


they imagine thatthe Robber will come coſome harm 
by them, wherever ke be, tilt fuck time as he hath 
made amends for the Wrong.” oo it Ae 
"Notwithſtanding, there is, not one of an Hundred 
of 'theſs Robbers, that give any heed to this tettjobs 


Noiſe, yet, ſome there be'that are frighted ar it; 


and this Fear prevents abundance of Violences. Chri- 
ftians who love thzir Enemies, and wiſh well to thoſe 
that do ill by them, are far from curfingthem ; fo that 
the Soldiers that I co you of, fearin; the Ch 

the Gentiles, ſpared their Goods,” hd fearing N 
from the Wrath of this zealvtis Chriffian, 'rh 
dred his Houſe, ftole his Pride, -cord6wnt 
and piuck'd up his Trees : $6 you Te his extraordi- 
ES T-are \ > 9 $5 hf 3 int 44 a "nary 


' 


; | nary Patience, drew upon him all the Damage which 
otherwiſe would have equally fallen upon others. 
X Bas Tiends more. concern'd at his. Lofles than 
imſelf, often, laugh'd at his inſenſibleneſs, and re- 
" | proach'd him much what in the ſame manner as Fob's 
i Friends did him, on ſuch a like Occaſion, telling hin, 
that all his Bleſſing of God, would not ſecure him 
1 xom loling his Eſtate,and probably not from ſtarving : 
& | Benedic Drag, &- morere, Bles God and die. 0 
They were alwaystelling him,that it was a ſtrange 
Thing, that forthe bare Obſervance of his Religion, 
he would ſee himfelf reduc'd to the utmoſt Extremi- 


his will not, be troubled with theſe ri- 
-UPIES. 7 | 


# '; ». pgs # 
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+ | 0e,00e day; My Children take ityery ill, chat leave 
; | ny Houſe, and Gogds, at Sixesand Sevens, to be plun= 
+ | dred at this rate: You know I have: my-particular 
&ealons to do. thus, but they have none at all tocom- 
plain, fince the Goods do notbelong to them ; they 
have Wherewithal to live, without being beholding 
6..any Body, .upon what I have reſerved for my 
klf;..but altho! they ſhould be in Want, yer, 1 had 
j rather, when: I Gome to die, leave Examples of Ver-, ' 
WH thets Portion, that, contribute to. the faving 
og 


r Souls, than Riches, that may. Beke them | 
ele Sentiments, moſt Reverend Father, were. 


chmaicer of Joy; that am not able to expreſs irto 
9,1 fad foreumes ts my felf, jn the Excefs of my 
Joy Is. there mare” Faith than ther in Ifracl? No, O 

TR | | Dd'4 <=: Lo:d, 
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Lord, I-have loſt nothing by leaving F-axce, ſince [ 
find ſome Saints here z rhy'Spirit* hath mndeed filled. all 
the - Earth, and that profound Science of Salvation, 
that wein Eurpe have enjoy'd for fs many /Ages,'be- 
gins at lengthtobe ſpread abroad to the Extremicies 
. -— , by the ſtupendons Efficacy'of thy holy 
- Nevertheleſs, becauſe his Children were'very'ur. 
gent with mezto find our ſome Way or other toreme- || 
dy this'Diſorder,;:and that indeed it was convenient | 
to preyent the Gentiles Malice from prevaiting:iover 
the Chriſtians Patience; I permitted them on! ſuch 
Oeccaſjons as theſe, toi:make uſe of: Threatniggs in- 
ſtead- of-Curſings : and'to tell chem, -wifhiyou- no 
Harm,-yea, and I forgive that you haye'donie-rne ; 
but Gad'who pleads my Caaſe; knows how tepuniſh; 
tho' I do not pretend to doit :\the Time wil come; 
when yoli ſhall be \mitten/with all che Anarherns?s that 
your unjuſt. Violence deſerves, and that Curſe he 
ſendsion you atiprefent, will be to you 'the'Soiirce of | 
all the Viſeries which his Law forbids'me-towith to: 
you, This Expedientitook Effe&, and'cheiChrifti- 
ans growing eloquent for: their own Intereſt; did; fo 
lively repreſenethe Judgment” of |\God, that the Idola-' 
rers nolongerblamethem. ' oe 
_ The Second Obſtacleinmy Way in converting the 
Chineſe, proceeded from the:multitude of Wiveswhich 
the Laws of that Country/permic chem; :thatlis, in 
reſpect of the Perſons of Quality-ofily, whoghetides 
their own Wives, 'take:as'many;Coneubines: as they 
* areable to maintain ;:forias to:the-ordinary Sort, they 
. -havenot Wealth enough to/allow this Expence:- The 
Rs are ” thei eggeon TO 
dinary Divertiſements, :they are permittedonly:tocat 
now th then with their Friends,and give them aPÞlay: 
Gaming, taking the Air, Hunting, private Viſits; pub- 
lick Afſemblies would be lookt upon inthem,as Grimes 
of State ; ſo'that they ſeck no! fiirther GR 
ouſe 


at 
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of 
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--muchdiſguſted-chem! | 12 - > 0: 
| + In45 truey;thoſe who are conyerted,: are permitted 


grepudiared, would certainly be revenged on him:nay, 
\Pand\would force:him by: Law-to:take her again. So 
.» that when:-we propoſe.co the Mandarins the other Dif- 
 ficulties:'of our Religion, they diſpute, they conſfidec 
- how to oo heny they donor diſpair to do Vio- 
: lence upon <heir Inclinations;' but this'laft Point dil- 
courages themAat firſt Daſh, . and deprives them: of all 
thoughts of: being. converted. I will give you a no- 

table-Example of -Whar I ſay. 
 Lwas going one day from one Villageto another , 
urpretty-bad Weather, and making haſte:to get there 
in time;..F heard an;horſe-man behind, who gallop'r 
”-pp tome; he was-a'man of betwixt Fifty and'There- 
 Tore,:well: mounted, and attended by ſome Servants : 
Asfoowashehad overtaken me, he told me,. that the 
-:-greatcEſteem-he had forthe Chriſtian Religion,: gave 
him fome thoughts of:gerting himſelf fully inſtructed 
(therein, andthat yorthing couldeverbe-able to divert 
. lim fromethis Reſolution, becauſe:he perceived in his 
_ mind; a wonderiul:defirs to:embrace it. = Ar- 
; Gency, 
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dency, ſaith I, Sir, without all doubt comes from God ; 
Fleſh and Blood do not inſpire ſach like Sentiments. 
into you; for my part, I am ready to afliſt you ; I 
hope, on your part, you will be. perſuaded to follow 
the Voice that calls you. We were afoot in the middle 
of a great H igh-way and taking him aſide a little, I be- 
ganto inftru& him: every thing appeared Rationalto 
him; and after having run over all the myſteries, that 
are moſt difficult, I adviſed him to follow me into the 
Church,whither it was my Duty to go,when I call'd to 
mind that I had forgot the material Point ; Iſuppoſe 
Sir, added I, thatyou have no Concubines, or atleaſt, 
you are reſolved to ſend them packing ; for withour 
doubt, your are not ignorart, that it is not allowed 
Chriſtians to marry ſeveral Wives, The Religion 
. which T preach, and Jeſus Chriſt taught, appr: it {elf 
principally to wean our Hearts from ſenſual pleaſures, 
nay, and doth even ſometimes exhort us, to deprive 
our ſelves of thoſe which Reafon permits. _ 

How.! faith he, ftartPd at this, am I obligd (if I 8 || 
haye any thoughts of ing a Chriſtian)to turn eff my 
Concubines? Ah'?.w 


Ah 7. what hurt is there in keeping 
chem ? what will People ſay of me inche World? what 


will become my C 
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fudden, and making alow Bow, he mounts briskly on 
horſe-back, puts Spurs to his Horſe,and rides full Pac 
towards the Place from whence he came ; I quick| 
ſoft ſight of him, but methought I ſtill ſaw him, '{o 
lively was his Countenance for ſome time imprinted 
pporr my Spirit ; and I am ſtill quite diſconſolate, for 
loſing a Soph in an inſtant, which the Grace of our 
Lord JeſusChriſt had been ſo long a preparing for me. 

"But now in reſpe&t of Womens Converſion, it is 
much more difficult. A Concubine, for Example, ac- 
knowledged the Verity of Religion, and the Miſera- 
bleneſs of her State and Condition ; ſhe had a great 
 Defireco come out of it, and receive Baptiſm, it was 

told her, that the firſt Step that Faith acquired of her, 
was'to live ſeperately from her pretended Husband, 
_ and to forſake her fins; ſo far ſhe conſents, nay, ſhe 
defies it with all her Heart ; but to obſerve what ſhe 
repreſents to her ſelf ;-I belong to a Mandarin who 
goovabe me; if I goout of his Doors, he hath right to 
®#laim-me, and take me again, and infli& Puniſhmenc 
upon me as his Slave. It by good FortuneT avoid his 
Purfaie, whither can I retire to be in more Security ? 
my Kindred who {old me dare not harbour me, and 
I ſhall infallibly fall into. the hands of another Perſon 
who will engage me in the State that I ſeck to avoid ; 
I muſt therefore remain in the Houſe where Tam ; But 
how ſhall T be able to-refiſt a brutiſh Fellow, who on- 
ly conſalts his Paſſion, juſlified by the Laws, and Ex- 
tmple of the whole Empire ? Itis to no purpoſe tolay 
fore him the Holineſs of Chriſtianity chat I defire co 
embrace; my Intreaties, Tears, yea, my Reſiſtance, 
' and all the Efforts that I, poor I ! can make, arenot 

able to hinder him z, nevertheleſs, I am reſolved to 
run away whateverit'coſtsme: Order me to dofome- 
thing, but pray'do not'refuſeme Baptiſm. 
ke ſofalls out ſorgetimes, ,that an Idolater taking di- 


aft at ſome extravagant Capriebze of his Chriſtian 
Wiſs, does wrongfully accuſe her, and'obtains ww, 
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by the force of Money, to fell her to another; yea, 
ſometimes without anylegal Proceſs of Juſtice, he ſells 
her and retires into another Province.: This Woman 
_ gets into'the hahds of another ' Man: How: can the 
avoid Sin, receive the Sacraments,and perſevere inthe 
Faith ? In trath,the Miſſionaries are at their Wir's end, 


having at'that timeno other Courſe to take, but to go. 


to Prayer, that God, who ſincerely deſires theSalvati- 
on of all men,wouldpleaſe to make uſe*of thoſe.ſecrec 
means, "that his Almighty Power is wont to-praduce, 
when his ordinatry.Providence, and the Efforts ofour 
good Deſires, prove-inefteCtual. - ' | 

| Wehave, moſt Reverend Father, ſo much the more 
Reaſon to hope for theſe diſtinguiſhing Favours from 
God in ſugh-like Occafions, becauſe he'often grants 
them, everi then wheri we do not judge them abſo. 
 Jutely neceflary. It is erae, Miracles'are not fo:com- 
mon in'Ch:na, as the State of that Empire would ſeem 


to require : Fhe Emperor to whom, they have rela- , 


ted thoſe which God hath been pleaſed to work: 

other Nations, does ſometimes reprove us for-it:: Are 
we, faith he, in a worſe Condition than the Barker: 
ans, that have ſo frequently ſeen their Sick  Healed, 
and their Dead raiſed to Life ? What have we done 
ro God, that he*renders our:Converfion ſo:difficult 2 


- You come from'the utmoſt ends of the:Earth , w 


preach up a new Law to us, contrary to Nature, ele- 
rated above Reaſon : Is it Juſt,/that we ſhould take 
your: Word for it? Do ſomeMaracles that may war- 
rant-the 'Fruth 'of your. Religion;:and Fll paſsmy 
Word: for the Sinterfeyiof Bac Faith 72 05 
 We- have frequently told him,” that God wasithe 
Maſter-and Giver of theſe Gifts, and that he:diftri- 
buted them-according. tothe Decrees of his eternal: 


= 
- 
* 


Wiſdom-; that it is.out of our Sphere to fathom their 


Depth ; that ſometimes:he.did not work theſe;Prodi- - 


gies in Kings Cotints; becauſe he foreſaw'the ill uſe 
they were likely to make of them ; ſometimes becauſe 
1% FB 2; " giving 
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giving them better Parts and Abilities,. and more Pe- 
netration than to others, theſe ordinary Graces were 
ſufficient for them;z whereas the ſimple,vulgar,and the 
rude,  unciviliz?d Nations, ſtood in need of the ſenſi. 
ble Marks of his Almightineſs, for the more eaſie diſ- 
_ covering of the'Truth ; yea, and it is morethan pro- 

bable alfo, that carnal Prudence which is at ſuch en-- 
- mity-with the Spirit of the Bleſſed Jefus, the Softneſs, 
Ambition, and Luxury of great Perſons, draw upon: 
theny this:terrable Chaſtiſement, and that God in his 
juſt Judgment: refuſerh Miracles to-Perſons, who do 
themſelves refuſe to ſubmit to the moſt plain, and or- 


dinary. Laws'of -Nature. 7 
- -» Bur, ,my- Lord; (have fome- replied) the Charity 
of that: great Number of Miſſionaries, who joyfully 
forlake Exrope, where their Quality, Eſtates, and their 
 Science;ought naturally to detain them ; whotraverſe 
4a Thouſand Dangers,to come hither to ſacrifice them- 
ſelves tothe Happineſs'of your People; and with fo 
unbiaſfed* and conſtant Zeal, Sir : Is not there ſome- 
thing of a Prodigy init ? and ſhould it not be aspow- 
erfu to perſuade you as Miracles? If they be ſuch 
Knowing,Learned Men as your Majeſty allows them 
to be, how. dothey abuſe themſelves? and if they be 
Wile, as you ſeem to think them , why do they - Chap 
don all-the Pleafures'of this World, to come fo far ta 
_ deceive-ethers, and all to no purpoſe? After all "the 
RefleQions they have madethis Hundred Years'upon 
the different Religions of. China; there is nor one'of 
them,who hath notjudg*dthem all wholly contraryto 
Reaſon; 'but during ſo many Ages that we have exa- 
minedthe Chriſtian Religion, we have not obſeryed/ 
amongſt us one-wiſe-Man, and of good Morals, that 
hath! luſpeted ic of Falſhood. Theſe: Anſwers do” 
uſually put him to a-ftand;/ and: force him'to make. 
cextaint Reflecions'that do:noea little diſturb-him. - '': 
2In.fhore, moſt Reverend Father; if Miracles'be: 
wanting at Pekin, the Buſineſs is otherwiſe in the Pro- 
TE Virt- 
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vinces, ſeveralare there wrought, and 7hoſe of Father 
Faber are ſo generally known, that itis Tomewhat dif: 
ficult not to befieyvethem ; not that 1 go aborit'to" Jus 
ſtie all that is Telated of thoſe, nor of a great many 
more Prodipies, which they relate on ſmall grounds: 
but, youll give me leave not to doubt thoſe where- 
of I my ſelf tavebeen Witneſs; ' and peradveritiire, 
moſt Reverend Father, you rely ſo mich uþoh m 
Sincerity, as tobe enclined to believe them likewiſe 
upon my Teftimony. | ag 
Ina Village in the Province of Xefi, near the Ci 

-of S.n-uyen, there lived an Idolater, 'devount in his 
way, and extreamly addiaed to theſe Superſtitions - 

t-the time of Full Moon , he burnt commotily in 
| honour of his Gods, Gilded, or Silver'd Papers, wrapt 
E - up in different Figures, according .ro the Criſtorn of 
Fo the Country. One day, preparing to offer this kind 
= of Sacrafice before his Gate, 'there aroſe a Storm thaty 
forc'dhimito retire into his Hoaſe, where he 'Vghted 
the ſaid Papers in the middle of a Hall, without taking 
any farther Care ; but the Wind blowing 'opert the 
Gate, dfove them up and down eyery where, "and 
they had not'timeto Ste one part from into 
a Stack of Straw, which fet fire on the Hoſe!” | 

| People came running, but the'conflagration beeame 
ſo furious, in amoment, that it'was impoſfthle to ex- | 
Cogelſh it, The Houſe on one fide adjoyning to the 
Idolater's, belong'dto'a Ehriftian, andby this rime 
ſeem'd (balf encompaſſed withthe Flare driven furi- | 
ouſly by the Wind) to be in danger of being quickly 
quite conſumed. 'This poor Man, attended with dt- 
vers others, got upon the Honſe-rop, 'and did his Er- 
deavour; Hut all in vain,” to"defeni kinnfelf fromthe * 
Conflagration ; when his Brother very” cv 
came as near the Fire as he durft poflibly, ' 
his: Knees upon the Tiles, andlookingup to He! 
ſaid, O Lord, forſake not thoſe that put rhtir triff in the 5 
all that thou haſt beſtowed upon us u here 5 if weft = 
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the New-Chriſtians in Ching. 4g 
the whole Family is reduced to the utmoſt Extremity: Pre- 
ſerveit,.O my God, and 1 promiſe before thee, that 1 will 
aſſemble all the Chriſtians in the Neighbourhood, and we 
will go toChurch together, ta demonſtrate my acknowledg- 
ment. of the ſame. Thereupods looſed aſmall Relique 
from his Chaplet, threw it Into 'the middle of the 
Flames that by this time cover'd part of the Houſe. 

This. Action, .perform'd with ſach a {prightly Air, 
did, equally attra&t the Attention of Chriſtians and 
Idolaters, who, mightily aſtoniſhed at their Compa- 
nions Confidence, expected the event of the Buſi- 
neſs ; when Heaven all on the ſuddain, declar'd it ſelf 
in a moſt miraculous manner : The Wind blowing 
violently, forthwith ſlacken'd, and a contrary Wind 
ſtronger than thace ariſing at the ſame time, drove the 
violent Streams of the Flames to the oppoſite ſide, up- 
on the Houſe of a wicked falſe-hearted Chriſtian, that 
had lately abjured : It 'was conſumed in a Moment, 
becoming an Example of divine Vengeance, as the 
Houle that Heaven preſerved, was an evident Token 
of bis Protection, 

I was at' that time Six Miles from the Village. ?Tis 
true,; my.urgent Buſineſs hindred me from being my 
ſelf uponthe Spot ; buc I fent very credible Perſons 
thicher, to be inform'd abouric. The Pagans firſt of 
all, bore; Witneſs to the Truth; and ſome while after, 
the Chriſtians thereabouts, conducted by 41» who 
was lately heard in his Prayer,appear'd in my Church 
to fulfil bis Vow ; where with one accord, they ec- 
cho'd forth the Praiſes of the Great God, who alone 
is.able: to cauſe his Voice to be heard by the molt in- 
ſenſible. Creatures, to the Confuſion of falfe Gods, 
that are not. themſelves capable to hear the Voice: of. 
rational Creatures. 
| Some Months after, there happened a thing no lets 
ſurpriſing, the Contequences whereof, were very be- ' 
neficial t0 Religion : An Idolater cf an indifferent 
Fortunc, felt himſelf affaulted with an unknown. . 
oy DLiftempet ; + 
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Diſtemper; it was ſo catching, that his Mother and 
Wife ſhar'd in it likewiſe : Two or three times a Week 
he fell into fainting Fits, which at the beginning, 
look'd like Swooning, and then turn'd again into cru- 
e| Head-aches, Pains. 1 
ſometimes they found: t 


ſelves extreamly agitated, 


as if they had had a Fever ; they loſt the uſe of their-. 


Reaſon, their Eyes rolled in their Heads, and men 
judged by ſeveral other unuſual Poftures, thatthe De- 
vil had a hand in the matter. 


They were the more perſuaded to ir, becauſe they - 
often found their Houſe all put out of Order,. the 


Chairs, Tables, and earthen Veſſels overthrown, not 
knowing on whom to lay the Fault. "The Phyſicians, 
whoſe Intereſt it was to paſs. Judgment, that Nature 
onthe one hand, and the Malice of the Peoples of the 


Family on the other, were the Cauſe of theſe ſeveral 
Actions, made uſe of all their Medicines to Cure - 
them. The Bonzes on the contrary aſſured them, that. 


the Devil was the Author of the Miſchief, and de- 


manded unreaſonable Alms to ſtop it's Courſe. So. 


chatthe proetes le, abuſed on everyhand,had thrown 
away all their Eftate, in Four Years time, upon the 
Covetouſneſsof theſe Impoſtors, without findingany 


Benefit : However, ſeeing the Diſtemper afforded. 


them ſome Intervals, they fought up and down inthe 
Cities thereabouts for.new Remedies for their ge 

One Day, this Idolater going for -this purpole to 
the chief Ciry, - hefounda Chilftian upon the Road, 


to whom he told his Gondition, and how miſerably 


he was handled. No queſtion, faiththe Chriſtian, but 


iz's the Devil that torments you ; but you well deſerve 


it ; Why do you ſerveſo bad a Maſter.? We fear no 
fich thing, becauſe we acknowledge one God, whom 
the Devils adore ; yea,.they tremble before his Image; 


and the Croſs only that we wear about us, hinders. - 


him from coming near us. If you will accept of a 
Picture of JESUS CHRIST, aud you and all 
Fe 0 ONT" P"""TM your 
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your Family 'will honour it, it will not be long be- 
fore you ſee the Effects of ir: However, itis ſoon tried, 
it ſhall coft-you nothing, and you may judge by thar, 
thae-I have no other. aim but your Benefit. | 

'- The Idolater conſented to ic, and hanging the ho- 
ly Image in the moſt honourable Place of the Houſe, 
he profigated himſelf before it with profound Reſpett, 
and begged -every day Morning and Evening of our 
Saviour-that'he would vouchſafe to heal his Body,and 
enlighten his Mind. His Mother and Daughter fol- 
lowed his Example; and from that very Moment the 
Demons abandoned the Place, of which JESUS 
CHRIST had taken poſſeſſion. | 

Theſe good People growing ſtronger and. ſtronger 

n Faith; as the evit Spirit gave'ground, began ar laſt. 
to think\of being converted in good earneſt. They 
came to enquire for meat F/2a» the uſual Place-of my 
Reſidence, and demanded Baptiſm of me; they. had 
already gor themſelves inſtructed ; they had more- 
over.got-all the Prayers by heartthat weteach the late. 
Catechumens : but their Diſtemper making a grear 
Noiſe in the Country, was willing every Body ſhould 
be Witneſſes of this Converſion, and fo went to the 
Vilage-my-ſelf, hoping this Miracle might ſettle Chri- 
ſtanity therein, upon a ſolid Baſis. 

Juſt upon'my appearing,zl! the Inhabitants followed 
me'to the Piace where the Image was ſtill hanging 
then F begun to te!l them, that they were not toque- 
ſion 'the#Verity of our Religion : God, having him- 
ſelf ſpoken by a manifeſt Miracle; bur char 1 had cau- 
kd them''to alſemble, ro! inſtruct and baptize them : 
For, ina Word, what do you deſire more to be con= 
vinced&of the Weakneſs of your Gods, and the Power 
of our God ?: the Demon laughs at you ſo long as you 
oppoſe him with nothing: bur Idols; bur he is nor ab'e 
to--hold it out againſt the Image only of the Chri- 
Ttian's God.--.. Do you imagin to-eſcape this God after 
Death, whoſe Power Hell owns, and whoſe Juſtice 
© experiences everv Momens, Ec The 
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The multitude interrepreed me by a Thoufand ridi- 
culous Objetions, which 1 eaſily anſwered ; at -laft 
ſomebody told me, that the Devil had no hand in the 


Malady in queſtion ; that how extraordinary ſoever 


it appeared, might proceed from ſeveral natural Cau-' 
ſes: that is, ſaid T, the moſt rational thing you caty 
ſay ; but yet.does no way extenuate the greatneſs of 
the Miracles. Let the Malady come from che Devilf 
or from Narure, { wil{ not examin that; but it is cer- 
rain at leaſt, that the'Cure comes from God, whoſe 
Image this man hath worſhipped ; and chere is'no 
leſs Power requiſite to cure natural Diſtempers, than 
to drive out evil Spirits. This Reaſon ſhould have 
made an equal Impreſſion on all Minds, but Grace 
thar acted differently ih the hearts, gave placqgin ſome 
to voluntary obdurateneſs, whilſt it triumph'd over 
the Obftinacy of others. Twenty five Perſons at laſt 
gave Glory to God, who alone worketh great Marwvel:s; 


Dui facit Mirabilia magns ſolus ; and were ſhortly 
x 


after Baptized. IA 1 
Thefe Hauntings, and Infeſtations of Demons, are 
very ordinary in Chins amongſt the Idolaters; and it 
looks as if God permitted it ſo to be, to oblige them to 
have Recourſe to him. Sometime after this-this Acci- 
dent'that T bur jſt now related, a Maid, juſt upon 
hee Marriage, was attacked with a Complication of 
feveral Difeafes, which che Phyſicians knew not what 
to ſay to, and which the Chine/e are wont to aſcribe to 
e Dezons. Her Mother perſwaded her to reirh Chri- 
ftian, and he thar was ro marry her, promiſed to build 
a Church to the God of the Chriſtians, in caſe Ba priſm 
gave her anf Relief : As ſoon as ever this' Maid had 
taken this Covſe, ſhe found her ſelf not only relieved, 
biir'perfettly cured. , | 
- But her Husband was fo far from following her Ex- 
ample, that he miſuſed her ſeveral times for having 
obliged him to renounce his Faith. ; for the Bonzes 
perfwaded him, that this Sickneſs was but _— 
ha Ttifice 
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Artifige in-his Mather-in-Law; and this Fancy alone, 
pur him into. ſych a fic of Melancholy, that he was 
iafypportable to the whole Family, bur eſpecially to 
his Wife, who from thar very inſtant, became an 
yy his Averſion. It was in yain to repreſent to 


his own Miſtake, and the Malice of the Bonzes, 
ke always proteſted, that if ſhe would nat take up 
- old Religion again, he.would lead her anill Lite 
AJ her Days. © _ | 
1/:(G9d, $@ undeceive him, ſuffered the Demos to Gor- 
Ment his Wite as before ; ſo ſhe relapſt into her for- 
mer-Conyulfions: She was more eſpecially ſcared at 
the fighe of a great Company of SpeFers, that ler her 
not havean hours.reſt. Thus toſt up and down, abag« 
\doned to her Hysband's Inhumanity, thar beat her 
(ugly, the in all appearance led a very uncomfor- 
table Life: Yer remaining immovable in her Faith, 
God always upheld her, and remper'd and allay'dby 
the, inwagd ſweerne of his Grace, the bitterneſs of - 
theſe Aﬀitions; he comforted her likewiſe by ſenſi- 
le Viſkations, by bis Ward, and by the ynſpeakable 
Cogications, thar he from time ro time infuſed into 
er Sou). . Infomuch, chat: this Condition thar gain'd - 
-her the Compaſſion of all that knew her, was to her 
a fore-taſte of Paradiſe. She expreſt her ſelf much - 
what xo this purpoſe to her Mocher, whorelated it to 
me with Tears in her Eyes; for her Husband could 
\Aot endure that I ſhould (ee her. | 
Art firſt, .] gave lictle credit to this Diſcourk, yet 
-X length, I was apr to believe there was ſomething 
fupernatural ig #t; for one Day, coming to a City 
<iſtanc from the chief City where I ſoppurn'd, about 
three{core Miles; there I found this good Woman 
with a great Coumpany of Chriſtians of the Neighbour= 
Towns, which -ſhe had raken care to get together, 
being confident, that 1 would come at the very Mi- 
\Nure chat ſhe had fixt in her Mind, *and it tell out aC- 
\Cordingly. It much ſucprifked me co (ee her there, for 
E043: I had 
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I had no deſign to come'thither, and it was only 'by 
chance that ſome body had, about Five or Six hours 


before, made me' reſolve to come thither, ſo that 'no- 
body-could give her Notice of this my Reſolution, | 
I cook her in private, to learn of her how ſhe came 


to know this, fhe told me that her Daughter, after 
a violent affaulr of a. Demon, had been vifited by our 
'B'efſed LORD, that when this Extafie was over, ſhe 
adviſed her.to:acquaint the Chriſtians, and'bring them 
to'this Village; for withour all peradveriture I would 
come thither on fuch a day: Infine, added ſhe, not 
being able to cotne thither my ſelf, and ſeeing my 
Sins Tender me unworthy to partake'of thoſe ſacret 
Myſteries, pray defire the Father to offer up'the holy 
Sacrifice of the Maſs for me, and the Converſion of 
my Husband. This poor Mother relating to me this 
| Accident, wepr bitrerly for ' the preſent State of her 
Diveghrer, Neverthelets; the accompliſhment of this 
Prophecy, comforted; and built her up-in her moſt 
| holy Faith, I cannot tell what happened fince that 
"time, for the neceſfity of my Aﬀairs obliged me to 
. leave thar' Province.”  . Bs ; 
_ *, The extraordinary things that T have ſeen, the 
Zeal of the Chriftians,” and the Inclination of Idola- 
rers.to be converted, inſpired me with an affectionate 
Zeal for rheir Salvation ; and I heartily with to be- 
Now the remainder of my Lite, upon the cultivating 
this precious Portion: of our Lord's Inheritance : But 
1ene ſuperiour Reaforis which I am bound to obey, 
ſna*cke me from it ſoreagainſt my Will: At this Sepa- 
ration, I was more fenfible than ever of my Loſs, © 


Theſe: godd Peopte fo affetionare ro their Paſtors, 


were. almoſt ready 'to offer Yidence to nie; bur un- 
 derftancing that they could nor detain me without 
oppofing the Will-of God, they abandon'd themfelves 
to ſorrow, and, gave fuch abundanr Marks of cher 
' Aﬀfetion, that 1 my ſelf never ſhed morereal and bit- 


ter Tears: They waiteF tor me vpon the High-way 
£ =o 
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in Crowds, where they had ſpread Tables from ſpace 


to.ſpace, covered: with all forts of Fruits, and Confe- 


.Rionaries. Ic was ſometimes neceſſary to. make a 


ſop, not to eat, but to hear their Complaints, and to 


& comfort them, for leaving them as Sheep without 4 
| Shepherd, They made me promiſe them to return as 


ſoon as poſlible, or to ſend them ſome Body in my 
Place. Thus I rook my leave of theſe fervent Chri- 
Thans, melted with their Tears, but mych more edified 
with their. Faith and the innocence of their Lives, 
God, who knows the Violence I committed upon 


my ſelf, comforted me by an eminent Converſion he 


vouchſafed to work at the fartheſt Limits and laſt Vil- 
age of this Province. + There is ſomething in it fo fig- 
Ral-that I cannot forbear relating it. | | 

I departed from Sigan the Metropolis of this Pro- 
vInce ' upon the Eve of a conſiderable Feſtival of our 
Lady's, which I was narcurally engaged to ſpend. in 
thar Church, where the Multitude, and Devorion of 
Believers invited me to ſay Maſs chat day,and co admi- 


 niſter the Sacraments to them, being the laſt Time I was 


likely ro do it; yea, and the publick Edification did 
even ſeem to require it of me, every one in general 
deſired I would ; and I don't know itow contrary to 
Reaſon, [ was very obſtinate and reſolute not to de- 
lay my Journey a Minute ; but the Truth is, I felr 
mwardly I know not what internal Motton that 
would not give me leave to fiay any longer ; nay, 


| more than thar,in ſpight of che Superſtition of che Chi+ | - 
. teſe, who obſerve lucky and unlucky days to begin 


Journeys, : I made. my Idolater Guides to depart on a 


| day mark.in the. Kalendar for an. Unfortungte one. 
They were ſurpriſed. at this Precipitarion ; yea, and L 


my ſelf reflefting afterwards upon ir, could non choole 
bur condemn it, not underſtamding then by what Spir 
ntl was influenced, and impuiſt, but God let me prex 
kntly underſtand it. On the Fourch day afrer my de- 
parture,'.I continu'd my Journey, and I was juit uſþ 
67 Ee 3 | on 
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on my Arrival in the vety fartheſt City of the Pra- 
vince of Xen, when a man that rid Poſt, pa 
juſt by me,ſell to the Ground,and by his Fall was like 
. ro have turned me over on the ather ſide : This Acct- 
der ſtopt me a lictle, and afforded time to the Travel- 
ler, who was got up again, to take a View of me. _ 
Notwithſtanding the mulcitude of Paſſengers was 
great, yet my long Beard, and Exropean Mein made 
rhe preſently known to be a Miſſionary : I am very 
fortunate, fays the Man immediately, to meet with 
you ; that Accident that bappened to me, ſpates me 
the Labour: of a long Journey, and will engage you 
to a good Deed. My Maſter, who lives not abeve 
half a League from hence, ordered me to ride Poſt to 
Sigan, to engage you to come to him ; he hath been 
i9difpoſed theſe ſeveral Months, and we are apt to 
believe that he ſeriouſly thinks of being converted. 
I quickly lefr the High-way, ro follow hitn, and we 
reach'd the houſe at one a Clock in the Afternoon. 
He was a Doftor, in high Renown by his Extraction 
and Underſtanding, living formerly at Pekzn ; but ba- 
niſhed ſome Years before into Xer/i, for I know not 
what bad Buſineſs; the time of his Baniſhment expi- 
red,and he was reſolved to return to Court,as foon as 
his Health ſhould permit him to take his Journey ; for 
he did nct look upon his Diſtemper to be dangerous: 
The Feaver had left him, and beſides a. Cough that 
troubled him now and then, and made kim fill keep 
his Bed, he perceived no conſiderable Inconvenience. 
| His Servant being but juſt departed, when he ſaw , 
* Me come in'o his Houſe, he was ſeized with Aftoniſh- 
ment, as if God had tranſported me intohis Houſein 
a Moment ; Is ir poſlible, cries he all in Tears, that 
Heaven ſhould work Worders for ſuch a wretch as I 
am ? God hath ſolicited me theſe many.Years to go 
to him, withour receiving any thing from my hard- 
neſs of Eeart ; *tis but a Moment fince I begg'd of 
WMim io come to me in the Ferfon of one of his _ 
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ſters, he not only hears me, but does even anticipate 


my Deſires. This is ſomewhat beyond the Power of 
Nature, and this Favour does the buſineſs of my. 


Change. You know by that, Father, that this Great 
God is concerned in my Salvation, and that it is his 
Pleaſure that-you ſhould contribure ſomething to fur- 
ther it, Then proczeding, you ſee faith he, my Wife, 
Children, and Daughter, they have been all Chri- 


-fitans along time ago: 'and I can ſay that God hath 


made uſe of meas an Inftrument to undeceive them 
of their Errours, . I have given them your Books, I 
have explained the Maxims and Morality of it to chem, 
the Santticy which your Religion inſpires, perfwaded 
me I ſhould have a well ordered Family, as ſoon as 
« ſhould be a Chriſtian Family. I was not miſtaken, 
and my Conſcience wou!ld not have given me the lye, 
had I followed their Example; but 1 have a long time 
labonred to procure their Weffare, and could never 
nd in my heart to conſult mine own: Now it is high 
time to follow that Way I have ſhowed to others. 


'The Courr whither T am going, is not a preper Place 


for Converſion; and I though: that it was my Dury, 
whilſt it is called to day, to ek God, for fear the hur- 
ry of the World, wherein I am going to engage, 


ſhould hinder me from finding him hereafter. 


 - All .his Family which came about us upon this, 
wept for joy ; but that which affefted ne moſt, was 
that Fervency t ſaw expanded in the Eyes, Counte- 
nance, and in all the motions of rhe ſick Perſon. I 
had taken no refreſhment, and it was near Two a 
Clock, and I was deſirous to defer his Baprifim till 
after Dinner, bur I tound ir impoſſible co obtain anv 
delay. I therefore began to examine him, and he was 
ready to anſwer to all the Articles of Religion, that 
I yielded at length to all his urgent L[nrreart:s.- I 
baptized him, and he accompanied the whole ation 
with fuch ardent and lively medications of Love, Hu- 
mility, Faith and Hope, that noching in all my Life 

i Ee 4 did 
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did ever ſo much, demonſtrate to me what the Holy 


Spirit- is able to doin an Heart, when it alone plea- 
ſes to take it to rask, without the aſſiſtance of i its 


Miniſters. ' Some while after I left him alone full of; i 


Conlolarion, and retired to a Chamber to take a lit-: ' 
tle repoſe, of which I had extream need. 'F 


Bur ſcarce had I been there half, an hour, but I þ# 


heard great Cries in all the Family. They called for. 
te every where; and running upon the noiſe to the 
ſick Man's Chamber, I found him expiring in the 
Embraces of his Wife and Children. I endeavoured 
fo put him in mind of the Jaſt choughts of Baptiſm: 
He ſtill repeated with a languiſhing note the names 
of Feſus, and Mary; but yet he received the Extream 
Unction in a manner inſenſible, after which he calmly | 
gate up theGhoſt. All thoſe that were preſent cried, ' 
O it was a Miracle! -And recoliecting what had hap: 
 pened at my departure, upon the Road, and.in the 
Houſe? they did no longer queſtion but char all char 
had been managed by an over-ruling Providence, 
that had made uſe of all theſe ſecret methods, for to 
procure him a bleſſed ex. 

Ar that time.che Spirit of the Lord ſcized upon all 
hearts, no body wept; the ſpiritual Joy was ſo uni- 
verſal, that nothing was heard any where but Blef- 
ſings, Praiſes and Thankſgivings, to that gracious 
God, that 'had but now wrought ſuch ſtupendious 
Miracles in his Servant. Whar is to be moſt admi- 
red 1s, that there was not obſzrved in him that de- 
formity that Death commonly leaves behind it ; but 
'on the contrary, I know not what air of ſweet- 
neſs and devotion ſeemed diſplay'd over his counte- 
nance, and did ſufficiently intimate the bleſled ſtate 
of his Soul. . He was laid in State, according to the 
cuſtom of that Country, where I found him thenext 
day twenty hours after juſt as he was ; his Hands | 
and Arms beſides were as flexible as if he had been 
Þur in a ſlumber, | 
Thus 
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- Thus God by one of thoſe many profound ſecrets 


- of his Predeſtination, vouchſafes to enlighten a Saul 
, ſometimes in the midſt of the darkneſs of Idolatry, 
''&* and ſnatch it from the Jaws of Hell by a continual ſe- 
F  rics of Miracles; whilſt millions of others, educated 


in.the boſom of the Church, are, by his juſt Judg- 
ment, given over to a reprobate mind. 
" Theſe are, moſt Reverend Father, the moſt extra- 
ordinary things that have happened come during the - 
ſmall time that I have had. the care of the Miſſion of 
Xenſi : If I mention not what paſt in the other Pro- 
vinces of China, it 1s not becauſe God doth not work 
ſuch like Miracles therein ; but by reaſon I have no 
exat Memorial of them, I was afraid leſt relating 
upon hear-ſay, I ſhould be deficient in ſome conſide- 
rable Circumſtances; and I had rather let them be 
ſet down in writing hereafter, by choſe who are bet- 
ter inform'd than my ſelf. S 

This I can add over and above, to give you a more 


exact account of what good there hath been done in 


the Empire. There are above two hundred Churches 


' cr private Chapels, dedicated to the true God, and 


governed. by —_ Eccleſiaſtical Superiors ; Pekin, 

0, have each its particular Biſhop, 
by the nominatien of the moſt Serene King of Portu- 
gal, who by his Zeal and Liberalities, continues to 
upho!d Chriſtianity throughour all the Eaſt, which 
all his Predecefſors have there Eſtabliſh*d with ſo 
much Glory. 

The other Provinces when I departed, were un- 
der the Juriſdiction of three Ap- 
ſtolick Vicars, * one whereof is an Father de Lien 
Italian of the Order of St. Francs, } I Mor "kids 
the two others dre Eccleſiaſticks, and Monſieur P:z. 
Frenchmen by Nation, Doctors of 
the Sorbonne of ſingular worth; the Miſſionaries that 
labour under: their Order are likewiſe of ditierenc 
Natjons. There are four Eccleſjaſticks of the Semi- 
| nary 
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- nary of foreign Miſſions of Parz, amongſt whom 
the Abbot of Lime is very eminent for his Zeal, 
and application to the ſtudy of Languages ; they 
reckon much abou? the ſame number of Fathers of 
St. Dominic, twelve or fifteen Franci/cans, and three 
or four of the Order of St. Auguſtin : All theſe Monks 
are Spaniards, and come into Chine by Manille, 
The Jefuics who founded this Miſſion, and who 
- by the extraordinary favours of his Majeſty the King 
of Portugal; as well as of the Emperor of China, have 
been in a capacity to make conliderable fettlements, 
do maintain a great number of Miſlionaries there ; 
chere was about forty of them at the time of my 
departure. Since that time the Fa- 
* Father Spimels thers Grimalaiand Spinola * brought 
diced by the way. ſeveral others thither. But whar 
 fignifies forty or threeſcore Labou- 
rers in ſuch a vaſt Field ?' May it pleaſe the Maſter 
of the Harveſt to hear the Voice of choſe that labour 
therein, who groaning under che burthen and hear 
of the day, beg relief; Or ai-leaft, may he pleaſe 
to ſhed abroad abundantly upon us thar firſt Spirit 
of the Goſpel, which, in one Apaſile alone, was ſuffi- 
cient heretofore to convert the greateſt Empires 
Not butthat the preſent State of che Church doth 
afford matter of Conſolation to thoſe who are con- 
cern'd for the Glory of JESUS CHRIST. They 
labour wich no ſmall ſucceſs, nay there are but few 
Miſſionaries that do not Baptize every Year three or 
four hundred Perſons ; inſomuch that in five or 
fix Years they reckon above fifty thouſand Idolaters 
Converted, Beſides that, they Baptize every Year 
four or five thouſand Children in the Streets of Pekz”, 
which they go to look for every morning from door 
ro door, where we find them half periſh'd with cold 
and hunger, nay ſometimes half eaten up by Dogs. 
| If they ſhould do no more good but this, the Miſſio- 
Naries would think rhemſeives well enough. reward- 
.cd for all the pains they take. | But 
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But that which' ought to animate us to cultivate 


this Miſſion better than all others, is the hope one 


day to Convert the Emperor ; the change of whoſe 
Religion would infallibly be followed by the intire 
Convertion of the whole Nation; fo that akhough 
we ſhould wait for this happy moment three or four 
Ages, without any other profit than what we hope 
for, in time to+ come, we ſhould be too happy in 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in 
this New World, which perhaps will make becter 
improvement of the Faith, that our Succeflors ſhall 
bring to it, than Europe does at preſent of har our 


| Forefathers incrufted it withall.. 


- In ſhort, altho' amongft the Chriſtians char are in 
China, we can reckon no more Princes and Mini- 
ſters of State ſince the laſt Perſecution of Father Adam, 
yet for all that we Baptize every Year Mazdarins, 
Do@ors and other Perfons of Quality ; yet ic is true 
that the common People make up the greateſt num- 
ber : Non multi potentes, non multi nobiles, And it is 
no news th: own that the Poor have always been 
the elet Portion and precious Inheritance of JESUS 


CHRIST in the Ghurch. 


' The main body of Chriſtians 1s in the Province of 
Nankim, and more eſpecially in the Territory Cham 


- Hai; but the Faith is more lively in the Provinces of 


Puamtum, Pekin, Xenſi and Xanſi. Ther® are in pro- 
portion as many Tartariansas Chine/e Chriſtians ; cheſe 
are more docil, and much eaſier to be Converted ; yer 
m the timeof Temptation they have not half fo much 
Courage. The Tartars on the contrary being natu- 


Tally of a brisk temper, do not eaſily ſtoop under the 


Yoak of the Goſpel; but thoſe over whom Grace hath 
once triumphed, are endued with a Vertve that :s 
proof againſt the ſoreſt Perſecutions. As for Women, 
which we ſee more rarely, altho' they tcleſs infiruct- 
ed than the Men, yet their Innocence, their-conſtanc 
attendance at Prayer, their blind ſubmiſſion co the 
Aa ed dos a Frome” 
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Precepts of Faith, and the moſt harſh and fevere Pra- 
ices of Chriſtian Piety, does ith fome-meaſure ſup-; 
ply their defeCt of Knowledge as to the particulars of 
our Myſteries. | 4 

It were to be wiſh'd that the Beauty and Ornament 
of our Churches might anſwer the devout Fervour of 
Chriſtians: But, beſides that, the Chineſe are no great 
ArchiteQs, this novel Chriſtianity, ſo frequeatly ſha- 
| ken by Perſecutions, compoſed for the moſt of the 
poorer ſort of people, only. tolerated by the by, and 
always fain to obſerve a great many pundtilio's and 
keep within bounds, hath not yet been in a conditi- 
on to rear magnificent Temples. * Nevertheleſs it is 
matter of aſtoniſhment that the Miſſionaries with ſuch 
a pitiful Fund as theirs is, ſhould be able on this ſcore 
co do ſo much. 

The Church of Pez is very well built ; the Fron- 
tiſpiece, the Stones of which were laid by the Miſlio- 
naries themſelves,is very proportionable and pleaſjng. 
'Thoſe in K:amcheu, Cham-has, and Focheu, that which 
the Fathers have at Carton, and divers others, are 
as fine as our ordinary Churches of Europe ; but the 
- Church of Hamcheu was ſo very pigtty and neat, that 
one could not enough admire it : You could ſee no- 
thing but Gildings, Paintings, and curious Pictures, it 
was all over adorn'd with them ;, yea and there wasa 
great deal of' Symmetry and Order in the whole. Thar 
delicatered and black Varniſh which the Chineſes are 
ſo expert at, to which they give a particular relief or 
emboſiment, by the Flowers of Gold and other Fi- 
gures wherewith they enrich it, did produce the fineſt 
Effet in the World to compleat the whole. | 

But this goodly Church, the product of Chriſtians 
Devotion, and of Father Intorcetia's Ze3l, is lately 
reduc'd to aſhes by a dreadful Conflagration, that 
conſum'd one quarcer of the City ; and in all proba- 
bility we ſhall not be in aicapacity a long time to per- 
trom any thing like it, Nevertheleſs it will be. our 
re comfort 
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comfort to ſixpport us after this loſs, if it ſhall pleaſe 
our bleſſed Lord to deſtroy at the ſame that pack of 
Idols which have overflow'd the whole Empire; and 
that he will vouchſafe to raiſe himſelf Living Tem- 
ples in the hearts of the new Believers, where he may 
-be worſhipped in'Spirit and in Truth ; whereig for 
-want of ours, they may offer to him the ſacrifice of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. . 3 204 
: /T ſhall not entertain you, moſt Reverend Father, 
concerning. the Tranſactions of the: 1ndzes, where the 
Revolution of a huge Kingdom, the Jealouſics of ſome 
Europeans, together with the continual thwartings of 
Hereticks, have broken allthe-meaſyres thar Chriſtian 
'prudence oblig*d usto take for the Caufe of Religion; 
ſo-thatthe moſt part of the French Miſſionaries have 
been hicherto more conſpicuons by their Sufferings, 
chan by their Converſion of Idolaters. - 

Some of 'rhem!, after having Tingred out: ſeveral 
Years: in the moſt darkſome: Priſons, ſearce begin ro 
ſee the Light, and are not yer in a condition even.to 

"exerciſe their'Functions with any. freedom. Others 
droven from their ſerclements, wander up and: down 
upon the moſt tetnpeſtuons Oceans, carrying along 
with: them che miſerable remainders of their ruin'd ' 
Miſſions ; and:thar they may return to the remoteſt 
parts of the World, they commit themſelves a fourth . 
time to the mercy of the Waves and their Enemies. 

Several buricd in Shipwracks, or worn out with 
'Toils, have: gloriouſly finiſh'd their courſe; and tho' 
their Companions live ſtill, ic is only co conſume by 
lictle and lirrle the ſacrifice of their Lives, by the ill ha- 
bit of body they have contracted by their firſt labqurs. 

You ſee, moſt: Reverend Father, what ſort of Per- 
-ſons they be I ſpeak of, you know their names, you 
underſtand cheir worth, and fince they were choſen 
from amonegſt a'great many other Candidates for the 
Eaſt-Indies, you have been pleaſed always ro fonwur 

- them with a moſt particular atieftion: and may I te 

Lal! 
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boldro add, that you were not ſatisfied with only fend- 
ing of them, you folſow?d your ſelf in ſome reſpett, and 
became the Fellow, or rather the Head of cheir Ap: 
ſtieſhip, ſharing, like one of the moſt zealous Mifi 
nans, in the ſucceſs.of cheir holy undertakings, zea- 
louſly lending an helping hand to their Labours, deli- 
yering them from their Chains by a powerful protg- 
Con, or at leaſt lightning the weighe by confolatery 

 Lergers, full of that lively hope that makes a man 
take delight inthe moſt rigid Perſecutions. 

| This Courage, moſt Reverend Father, which you 
have inſpir'd/ into us does not only alleviate our Suffe- 
rings, bucalſo aſſures us that therains of this grand E- 
difice, that we hare laid the firſtStone of to the glory 
of God, will one-day ferve for a Baſis to another 
Work, yet more conſiderable and folid than the ft. 

+: - So that neither the Shipwreck of 
W—- oraghy, Toe: * three of our Brethren buried in 
chette, tt Blans Sea, nor the loſs'of + three more 
Serlu, Daudy. who Sacrificed their lives a-board 
the Veſſel in relieving the Sick, nor 
yet'the death of a great many more whom the Fa- 
 rigues of the Miſſion have ſhatch'd from us in the 7s- 
dies, nor-the Priſons of Pegu, Siam, Moluccas, Batavis, 
Roterdammnor Middleburg, where Pagans and Hereticks 
have tried our Patience'by turns: all that, I ſay, does 
not blunt the edge of our Courage, being fully perfiz- 
ded that JESUS CHRIST hath made ule of the Croſs 
ro Propagare and Eſtabliſh Religion: ſo the Miſſiona- 
ries Crofs is always to be che Foundation of their 
Churches, and as itwere the Seed of New Chriſtians. 
| In the mean time theſe hrit Labours have not been 
altogether in vain; we baptiſed at Boudychery above 
four hundred Idolatrous Children : the Peopleof Core- 
»2andel have been reliev'd, as were thoſe of Cey/on, Pe- 
gu and Bengala. They labour'd with no ſmall ſuccels 
in divers Provinces of the Empire of the-Great Mogw, 
and above all in the Miſſions of Madera. Such Milb- 


ons, 
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ons, as in them we ſee in our days the Ages of the 
Pritnitive/Church reviv'd; wherem. Believers, wreech- 
edly poor and depriv'd of all che comforts of life, ſeem 
to live only by their Faith, Hope and Charny, where- 
in the Miſſionaries, to comply with the Cuſtoms ef the 


, Country, and obrain the Peoples favour, ſpend their 


lives m Foreſts and Deſerts, half naked, ſcorched by 


the Sun-beams, walk for the moſt part upon fealding 


hot Sands; where upon the Ways full of Briers and 
Thorns, they take noother ſuſtenance bur a lictleRice, 
with ſome infipid Plants, and no other Beverege bur 
yellow muddy water from the Ditches and Marſhes. 

. There iris where a great number of our Brethren 
have ſuffer*d, and do till daily ſuffer Impriſonments, 
Chains, Scourgings, and all the rorments that Hel is 
wont to ſuggeſt ro'the Enemies of our moſt holy 
Faith. There Father Bro, illuſtrious by his Birth, 
as alſo by the particular efteem wherewith his Maje- 
ſty of Portugal honour'd him,. but yert-more, much 
more by his rare Vercues, had the honour toparc with 


| his life in the-Cauſe of JESUS CHRIST, where his 


Brethren, after his example, labour by their ferven- 
Cy to obtain the ſame favour from Heaven. 

Perhaps, moſt Reverend Father, chis Portraiture 
will-nor pleaſe che men of this World, not being 
ready to*beſtow upon Sufterings the juſt value they 
deſerve, and to ſawvour the things that are of God, yer 
I know that will not abate the Zeal of our Fathers 
living in France, who have ſo many years afpir'd to 
toilſome redious Employ ments. 

The Miſſions in reſpect of them have ſo many more 
allurements, as they. appear to others more hideovs 
and frigheful: if they expected ro find in the Indies 
only common croſſes, whereunto Providence makes 
every Kingdom ſubject, but wherewich JESU> 
CHRIST hath in ſpecial manner enrich'd C.liriftia- 
nity, they would have been contented with their 
Recluſe Religious way of living, and with the em. 
nenc 
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nent Vertues practiſed therein; they would never per. 
haps have had the leaſt choughc of leaving their 
Friends, Relations, and Country. Bur they ſeek elſe- 
where, what we here want of the Paſſion ef JESUS 
CHRIST, according to the Apoſtles Counſel, and 
they are willing to fill up the whole extent, the 
breadch and depth of chis Divine Law, which car- 
ries them out, with St. Paul, to become Victims of the 
moſt pure Charity, even ſo far as to be Anathemiſed 
that their Brethren may be- ſaved. 

Yet theſe are thoſe Apoſtles, moft Reverend Father, 
whom Envy ſometimes in France, paints out to us in 
ſuch black Colours, whom Hereſie, ever more oppo- 
ſite to true Zeal. ſo often accuſeth of Ambition, Ava. 
rice, Impiety and Idolarry, they are too happy in be. 
ing the Butt that all the Shots of Calumny level ar, 
provided they have none for their 'Enemies but the 
Enemies of the Church and Truth ; and without 
doubt the War that ſuch Adverſartes declare againſt 
chem, with ſo much hear and animolity here in Europe, 
doesno leſs juftifie them than that which they them- 
ſelves declare againſt Paganiſm in the Indtes. | 

Nevertheleſs, what Juſtice ſoever wiſe men may do 
chem-in this point, yet ir is moſt true that that does 
not fuffice to juſtifie them before God, before whom 
the very Angels are impure; after all cheefforts of 
our Zeal, we muſt not only acknowledge in all Humi- 
lity that we are unprofitable Servants, but confeſs ]ike- 
wiſe with thoughts fuil of horrour, that it is in vainco 
win over all the Nations upon Earth to JESUS 
CHRIST; if in the mean time we be ſo fluggith as ro 
neglect our own Salvation , and unfortunately loſs 
our ſelves. I am with a profourd ralpect, 


M ft Reverend Father, 
Tour moſt bamyv/: 
and miſt ob:411:nt Seruant, 
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To my Lord Cardinal de Janſon. 


The Chriſtian Religion newly approved 
of by a Publick Edi, throughout the 
whole Empire of China. 


My Lord, 


T ſems as if Heaven, ſenſible of the Labours 
of our Miſſionaries, who for theſe ſeveral Years 
have with the ſweat of their Brows watered 

A. China, had a mind at length ro eſtabliſh chis New 
Church upon a ſolid Foundation Hitherto it hath 
been ſubjeCt to abundance of Revolutions, flouriſh- 
ing under the Reign of ſorne Emperors,, perſecuted in 
the time of their minority, and in a manner totally 
ruin'd during the Inteftine Commotions; but always 
Io a fottering condition by reaſon of the rigour of the 
Laws, that have permitted a right to deſtroy it, even 
to thoſe that have the moſt defended it. 

For the Sovereign Courts of China, declar'd Ene- 
mies to all Foreign Worſhip, rather out of a Spirit of 
Policy, than any ſincere affeftion to the Religion of 
the Country, have frequently condemned the Chri- 
ſtian DoQrine, and puniſh'd thoſe who had che Cou- 
rage fo embrace it. 'Several. of them for all thar 
hearkned ro the Voice of God, rather than to the 


voice of Man; but the greateſt part apprehending 


danger as to their Fortune, were fo far trom purſuit 
ng the known Truth, that rhey durſt nor ſo much as 


'get themſelves inſtructed therein. 


Ic is a matter of an bundred Years that we havela- 
bour*d to remove this almoſt invincible obſtacle to 
FE the. 
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the Converſion of Great Perſons. The hour of the 
Lord was not yet conae, he was pleafed to exerciſe 
the patience of his Chriſtians, to try the conſtancy of 
the Miſſionaries and 'thereby inhance-che worth of 
them both. But now at laſt the happy Day begins to 
dawn, and the Emperor hath granted an intire Li- 
berty of Conſcience to his Subjets by allowing in a 
- publick Edit the. Chriſtian Faith throughout the 
whole, extent. of his Empire. * Thou 
* Pal, cxixx bHhaſft, O Lord, broken the Chains that held 
thy holy Religion Captive , now can we 
offer ſacrifices, and call publickly upon thy name; we 
preſent to thee our Vows, not in ſecret as formerly, but in 
preſence of all the People, in the Temples they ſuffer us to 
rear io thy glory, whe are about to change the Oid Babilon 
znto the New Jeruſalem.” Here I do preſent you, my 
Lord, with the occaſion, and the whole continued 
ſeries of this happy event. we 
Father Alcalaa Spaniſh Daminican, one of the moſt 
Zealous Miſſibnaries in China, had purchaſed an 
Houſe at Zankz, a little, Village of the Province of 
Chekiam, notwithſtanding this ſettlement was expreſly 
againſt the Edict of 1669, the Mandarin of the place, 
who at firſt did not oppoſe it, being afterwardsnetled 
at ſome indiſcreet words that eſcaped unawares from 
ſome of this Father's menial Servants, was refoly'd 
not to dillemble the matrer any longer, but to pro- 

ceed according to the courſe of Law againſt him. 
He therefore asked the Miſſionary how he durft 
preſume to ſettle in the City ? Why be preach'd up 
a Foreign Doctrine? And moreover by what right 
he pretended to remain in the Empire? This Father 
foreſaw the ſtorm gather, and had prepar*'d himſelf 
beforehand. {I wonder, my Lord, ſays he in an- 
* ſwer to the Mardrain, that you reckon that Criminal 
*1n me at pieſent that you did not diſapprove et the 
* beginning. You know that for ſome Years the Em- 
© peror haih kept and preſeiv'd in the Empire five of 
| * my 
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* My European Brethren (he meant us) that he hath 


© not only ſent for them to Court, but alſo hath by a 


* publick Edit granted them power to ſettle in what- 
* ſoever place of the Kingdom they ſhall think fic: 1t 
* 1s for one of them that I have bought this; Houſe, 

"and I lodge in it cill ſuch time as he come himſelf 

"to take poſſeſſion of it. | 

© Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that the Mit- 
* ſfionaries had liberty granted them to come again into 
* their Churches, when the Emperor did them the 


© favour to recal them from their Baniſhment. Con- 


* ſult, I pray, conſult your Regiſters upon the buſi- 
* neſs, and there you will find my name. 

Some months after another Mandatin ſolicited by 
him of Lankz, or at leaſt urg'd to it by his Example, 
was reſolv'd to pur a ſtop to the progreſs of our holy 
Doctrine, he prohibited the Exerciſe thereof through 


the whole extent of his Government by an order 


which he cauſed to be affixed in divers Places. They 
created Religion in ſuch deſpightful manner, that Fa- 


_ ther Intorcetta of our Society, and Miſſionary in-the 


Metropolis of this Province, thought himſelf oblig'd 
not to diſſemble che Affronc wichout betraying his 
Miniſterial Function. 

He ſuppoied iikewiſe that he had Tight on his ſide 
formally to accuſe this ſworn Enemy of the Goſpe], 
whoſe behaviour was ſo excentrical trom the Empe- 
ror's intentions; for this Prince had blotted our:with 
his own band a greze many Lines of a Book thar 
ranked the Chriſtian Doctrine in the number of dar= 


gerous and popular Herelies : this Book was of mo- 


ment, nor only by reaſon of 1.5 Author, eminent for 
his quality and deierr, bur much more for that it was 
Compoſed for the Peo; 2s Inſtrution, by whom it 
was .to beread, acc: waing to the Cuſtom, ſereral 

tim2s a Year. 
Father Itorcetia did thereſor2 judge it a piece of 
botdneſs rhat made ihe Mandert vable to the lafh, to 
Fi2 condemn, 
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condemn, by his private Authority, that which the |] 
Emperor ſeemed to allow of, and approve, ſo that the 
Father writ a very ſmart pithy Letter to the Goyer- 
nour.of the Capital City, in which he defird him to 
cauſe thisSubaltern Officer to retract his words, and fo 
get this injurious Writing to be torn in pieces: he like- 
wiſe added, that to repair this fault, he could wiſh 
that the Mandarin might affix other Papers in the 
place of thoſe, more favourable to the Religion, and 
more conformable to the Emperors intentions. 

The Governour diſpatched this Letter to the Man- 
darin, and as ill luck would have it, it was deliver*d 
to him upon a day that he heard Cauſes, inſight of 
all che Peopie, ar the very time -chat he was bufie in 
paſſing Judgment. He ſo much reſented this attront, 
that contrary to the Cuſtom of the Chineſe , and 
mavgre his natural Phlegm , he ſtarted from the 
Bench tranſported with Choler, complained of the 
Impudence Of the Miſſionary, and proteſted openly 
that he would be reveng'd. 

That he might carry on the buſineſs more ſucceſ- 
fully, he affociated himſelf with the Mandarin of Lar- 
&i, and combin'd with him, if poſſible, utterly co de- 
ſtroy the Chriſtian Religion. Their firſt attempt was 
to aſſault the Dominican Frier, on whom they thought 
nore eaſily to accompliſh their deſign, for they could 
not imagin that he was of the number of the Antient 
Miſſionaries. To be rightly inform'd of the matcer, 
they cauſed to be produced certain Authentick Co- 

-Pies of every procedure during the whole courſe of 
rhePerſecution againſt Father Fiz, (for ſo was he cal- 
led) with a deſign ro confront Wim wich himſelf. 
It is a peculiar trick, pretty common in Chima, with 
' the Mandarins, to queſtion the Criminals not only 
abont matrers of Fact, but alſo concerning abundance 
of inſignihcant Circumſtances, cauſing all they an- 
ſwer carctully ro be taken in Writing. Then when 
\ they have talked a pretty while of a matter quite 
| foreign 
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' foreign to the Subject in hand, -to diſtract their mind, 


all on a ſudden they return to the thing in queſtion 3 
they begin over and over the Declaration, they 
change the order of the Interrogatives, and cunning- 


ly interpoſe Anſwers contrary to thofe the guilty Per- 


ſon made, on purpoſe to make him contradict himſelf, 
the more eaſily to ſift out the Truth. 

Father Alcala, without all doubt, would have been 
put to his Trumps if he had not, by a pariicular Pro- 
vidence,. preſerv'd a Copy of theſe antient Pro- 
ceedings, Wherefore knowing the intent and dc- 


ſh of bis Judges, he fo well inform'd himſelf of all 


that had heretofore paſt ro this purpoſe, and deliver'd 
himſelf fo pertinently, and conformably ro the firſt 
Inrerrogatcry, that his Enemies were never able to 
prevail over him as to his anſwers. 

So rhar all che Storm fell. upon Father Inerentta: 4- 
gain, againſt whom they were much more animated 
and incenſed;. but foraſmuch as this Father did not 


| live within their Juriſdiction, they Suborned many 
conſiderable Mandarins, and the Vice Roy in parti- 


calar, who added to his abſolute power in the Pro- 
VINCE, a greater averſion forthe Chriſtian Religion. 

. They all unanimouſly reſfoiv'd to beat down Chri- 
ſtianity; and after having cauſed all rhe proceedings 


formerly made againit Miſſionaries, to be fought out 


in the Archives of the Incendanr of the City Govern- 
ment : they. foun.i at laſt rhe Necree of 1669, _ 
ftriftly prohibited then to build any Churches ; 
Teach in publick or in private the European's Law, to | 
Adminitter Baptiſm to rhe Chize/e, ro diſtribute Me- 
dals, Chaplers, Crucifixes, or other ſuch like tokens 
of Religion, ro Chriſtians. 

The Miſſionaries were not-ignorant of theſe Pro- 
bibitions, Luc their particular Zeal, and- the example 
of Pekin, where the Goſpel was pt: reach'd under the 
Emperor? « very Noſe, no body pretending to ſay any 
thizg azainſt it, pur them upon waving tlie uſual 

Fi 3 Ruics 
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Rules of human Prudence. Theſe very conſiderati-. 
ons made moſt part of the Mandarins to connive, 
2nd whenever any one of them took upon him to 
impede the progreſs of the Faith, they endeavour'd 
to paciftie him by Preſents, and Letters of Recom- 
mendatton procur'd for us by the Fathers of Pekzx ; 
or eiſe, if need required, we made uſe of the Empe- 
ror's Authority againſt him. 

The: Chriſtians of Hamcheu, under the Cure of 
Father Intorcetta; were none of the leaſt Zealous. 
T heir Courage had appear'd under the Government 
of divers Mandarins, great Sticklers againſt our mt 
holy Faith ; but their Courage was never more ap- 
parent than in the preſent occaſion, for the Vice- 
Roy ſuppoſing that he was impower*d to undertake 
any thing by Vertue cf the Decree aforemention'd, 
cauſed to be affix'd to the Gate of our Houſe, in 
all the publick places of the Capital City, and after- 
wards in above ſeventy Cities of his Gevernment, a 
new Sentence, by which he forbid under grievous 
Penalties to exerciſe the Chriſtian Religion, charging 

all thoſe that embraced it to for- 
—_* This happened (he ip *. | 
about the middle of M | X X 4th 
Auguſt, An. 1691. oreover, being informed that 
| Father Intorcetta was formerly in the 
Province of K:a/7, and that he had not obtained 
leave from the Court to ſettle in that of Chekiam, he 
ſent to ask him by what Authority he durſt preſume - 
| to ſtay there; yea, and he commanded him forth- 
with to avoid the Country; the Officer that brought 
this Order, added, I command you withall, in the 
name of the Vice-Roy, to burn all the Books of your 
Religion, together with the Tables of Printing that 
you have in your Houle. They are thin Boards up- 
.0n which they have Engraven, all the Leaves, from 
which they may take Copies according as occaſion 
ſerves, WP ” | 
| The 


A 
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' The Father, not atall ſurpriz'd, anſwer'd, That he 
wasin the City by the Authority of 4:72 whogranted 
the privilege to the Vice-Roy himſelf to remain 
there. *©* Have vou forgot, added he, that the Em- 

* peror paſling .this way three years ago , ſent two 
© Grandees of his Court to my Church to offer Pre- 
* ſents in his name, to the true God, with expreſs 
* order tolie Proftrate betore the Altars? I went to 
*render bim my moſt humble chanks for his gracious 
* favour, and that I might give him furtier demon- 
. © trations of my acknowledgment, I was willing to 
* accompany. him upon the Canal at his departure, 
where he was with his whole Courr. 

* This grand Prince, who had formerly honoured 
me with more than ordinary demonſtrations of his 
benevolence, taking notice of my Barge amonglt 
a great number of others, cauſed it to approach his 
own, and ſpoke to me ſuch obliging things , that 
after all thac I could not ſuſpect I ſhould be expoſed 
ro any ſtraits, or inſults from any one of his|Offigers. 

* But ſince this example hath made no impreſſion 
upon the ſpirit of the Vice-Roy , go tell him, Thar 
the Emperor, not being willing 1 ſhould accompa- 
ny him any farcher, ſenr me back with tneſe his Jaſt 
words to ine, which are too advantageous to me to 
preſume to alter, aud, or diminiſh any thing 1n 
them, Your years, ſays he to me, do not permit 
you to attend me any-longer, you are no ways In 
a condition to indure the fatigues of a Journey, I 
.* order you to return to your Church, and there co 
.* ſpend the remainder of your days. Bur, now, if 
* the Fice- Roy does not only diſturb this tranquility By 
* Ordinances injurious tv the God whom | adore, 
* bur forces me ſhamefully to quit chis Province ,.1 
* leave him to judge whetner of us two Goes  mOre 
* openly. and peremptorily concradict tne Emperor's 
* will and pleaſure. | 

* As to what relates to the Table, on which they 

Ft & ; * have 


Ca 
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© have engraven the Law and Maxims of JESUS' 
* CHRIST, God forbid I ſhould be fo wicked as to 
* commit them to .the Flames. However tbe Vice- 
* Roy is the Maſter, ſince I cannor reſiſt his Violence, 
* bur tell -him from me, that before he reſolve upon 
* that, he muſt begin with che burning of my ſelf. 

The Vice-Roy ſurpriz'd at the undauntednefs of 
che Miſſonary, durſt attempt nothing upon his Per- 
ſon, but he refterr'd the buſineſs to certain Subaltern 
Mandarins , who received order to ſummons this 
Father before their Tribunals, and to perplex and 
trouble: him upon all accounts, without allowing 
him. a moments reſpite. Father Intorcerta, who juſt 
then fe!} Sick, might have been diſpens'd with from 
appearing; bur he was afraid to loſe theſe precious 
jan:tures of time that Providence: had pug into his 
hand, openly to confeſs the name JESUS CHRIST; 
and. being reſolv'd not to recoil, or give ground 
during the Combat | he got himſelf. carried before 
Judges'; much oppreſt by reafon of the Malady he 
labour'd under; and much more at the ſight of his de- 
ſolate Church: but beſides, tte was ſo animated by the 
Holy Spirit, wherewith Martyrs are corroborated, that 
of all the Mandarins that Interrogared him, no: one 
of them but admir*d the greatneſs of his Courage. 

So that in deſpight of the vigorous Orders of tiſe 
Vice-Roys, every one of them almoſt created him 
with abundance of deference; even to that degree, 
that one of them cauſed an Officer of Juſtice to be * 
ſoundly baſtinado'd in open Court, for having been 
wanting in his reſpect to the Father. Adding with- 
all that Indictments do not rcnder a man guilty, and 
that he muſt have been Convicted to deſerve to be 
rreated. as a MalefaCtor. | 

Father 1ntorcerra preſently foreſceing that the Perſe- 
curion would be vio!ent, had writren to the Miſſto- 
 naries at Court, to the end that they might remedy 


ir. The Emperor was then in Tartary, where he 
divertifed 
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divertiſed himſelf . in Hunting. Father Gerbillon a 
French-man by Nation, and one of thoſe the King 
ſent to China, accompanied this Prince thither, by 
whom he was particularly beloved, retaining him 
almoſt always near his Perſons ſo chart the Letters 
were directed to him. | 
This Father did not judge ic convenient to ſpeak. 
of it to the Emperor, but contented himſelf to de- 
ſire a Letter oft Recommendation from Prince Soſa, 
one of- the moſt powerful Miniſters of the Empire, 
and his particular Friend, who immediately writ to 
the Vice-Roy in a moſt effectual manner. He re- 
preſented ro him, . that ſuch a procedure as his was 
ſmelled ſomewhat of Violence, and was inconſiſtent 
with his wonted Moderation and Prudence. We live 
in a time, faith he, that requires much gentleneſs and 
diſcretion. "The Emperor ſeeks all occaſions to fa- 
vour the Doctors of the Chriſtian Law, how can 
you poſſibly think to pleaſe him in Perſecuting that ? 
Believe me, Sir, the example of a Prince: ougbt to 
make a greater impreſſion upon our Spirits than all 
the Decrees of Courts of Judicature, and the antient 
Edits, that rhe Court it felf can no longer follow, 
ought not ar preſent to be the rule of its Conduct, If 
you favour the Miſſionaries, reckon that the Emperor 
Will take it kindly from you, and it I may be permit- 
ted to ſubjoin any thing to this laſt motive, be aſſur'd 
alſo that I ſhall reſenc all the good Offices you render 
them upon my Recommendation. | 
Prince Sar is ſo Coniiderable through the whole 
Empire, (whether ic be by the Honour he hath co be 
a near Felation co the Emperor, or whether by his 
place of Grand Maſter of the Palace, or whether by 
his Credit or Capacity) that upon any other Occa- : 
ſion the Vice-Roy of Chekiam would havelook'd upon 
it asa great Favour to receive one of his Letrers, and 
would nothave balanced one Moment to fatisfie him ; 


but Paſſion had blinded him, and che Vexation to 
perceive 
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perceive himſelf leſs powerful at Court than a Stran- 
ger, inclined him to let. the Miſſionary underſtand, 
chat he was at leaſt the Maſter in his own Province. 
;/* Wherefore he began to ſeize upon ſeveral Church- 
es, which he beſtowed on the Prieſts of the Pagan 
Gods, after he had violently taken away the ſacted 
Monuments of our Religion, ' "7 

He ifſued out Proclamations much more rigorous 
than the former, he threatned the Father with his In- 
dignation, if he did not abandon ' his Flock, and he 
cauſed ſeveral Chriſtians, that had but too openly de- 
clared themſelves, to be apprehended; ſome of them 
. were haled to Priſon, they ſeverely puniſh'd others, 
and then the Perſecution became bloody by the Tor- 
ments, that theſe generous Confeſlors ſuffered for the 
Name of FESUS. * $0 

Amongſt thoſe thar ſignaliſfed themſelves, a Phyſi- 
cian more eminently made his Faith appear; he was 
much grieved to ſee the Altars of the true God viola- 
ted and deſpoiled, Crofſes broken in pieces, the holy 
Images expoſed to the Scorn, Laughter, and Irypiety 
of Idolaters: To repair this Loſs, and that Believers 
might not be left deſtitute of the ordinary Marks of 
their Religion, he diſtributed to each of them Images 
and Crucifixes. He went from door to door with the 
precious Pledges of our Salvation ; animating the 
Weak, confirming the more Couragious in their Faith; 
Do not fear, ſaid he to them, him who can only exerciſe 
his weak Power upon the Body; but fear that Great God, 
who as he has deprived you of Life, can alſo puniſh your 
Soul with an eternal Death, and rather ſuffer all ſorts of 
 »Torments, than forſake his holy Law. V- 

The 24andarin offended at the Boldneſs of the Phy- 
ſician, commanded him to be loaden wich Chains, 
and having cauſed him to be dragg before his Tri- 
bunal, they prepared all things for his being cruelly 
Baſtinado'd, when his Godſon, who came running 


thither with other Chriſtians, threw himſelf on his 
| Knees 
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Knees at the Judge's Feet, and begged of him with 


Tears in his Eyes, that he would permit him to receive 


the Chaſtiſement of his Godfather. 

This zealous Phyſician, who aſpired to nothing 
more than Martyrdom, was ſo far from giving his 
Place to another, that he conſtantly, and ſtedfaſtly 
forbid it ; and at that time there aroſe ſuch a Scuffle 
between them, that che Angels admir'd, and that made 
the Chriſtian Religion to be reſpeged by the very I- 
dolaters. The Judge ſtood amazd ar it ;. and'turning 


, towards thoſe eminent Confeflors of Jeſus'Chriſt, Go 


your way, ſays he to them, this forwardneſs to ſuffer the 
Puniſhment of your - Faults ,deſerves ſome Indulgence; I par- 
don you, but henceforward, think of pleaſing the Viec-Roy, 
apd be more careful to obey the Emperor's Orders, 
. When the Spirit of God hath once ſeized on the 
Hearr, mens Words are not capable to rouch them. 
This Zealous Phyſician, whom the ſight of Execution 
had made more courageous, continu*d his Alts of Cha- 
rity as before, and his Zeal made ſuch a Noiſe up and 
down, that the Mandarin durſt no longer mince the 
Matter, he ſeemed much concerned ar the Contempt 
he uſed of his Threatnings : Inſomuch that he gave 
Order.to his Officers to bring him our, to make a ſe- 
vere Example of him. | 

In effect, he cauſed him to be bear ſo cruelly in his 
Preſence, thar thoſe who were preſent, were equally 
ſurpriz'd at the Severity of the Judge, and Patience of 
this good Chriſtian. - This bloody Execution” once 
over, ſome of Þis Relations who came running at this 
doleful Spetacle, were thinking to carry him to his 
Houſe ; but he poſitively deſired to: be cairied to 
Church, and what endeavours foever they uſed toGi- 
vert him from it, yer he had Strength enough left to 
craw]- thither himſelf, born up by the Arms of 
ſeveral Chriſtians. He came thither al! barhed in 
his Gore ; .and kneeling down at the Foor of the 


. Altars, O Lord, faith he, thou ſeeſt rhis Day, that [ 


prefer 


- 
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er thy holy Law to all the Sweetneſs of Life : I come 
Lats to demand Fuſtice of thee for all ale thy Ene- 
mies have ſpilt ; I come ro offer thee that which remains 
of mine own; I do not deſerve to die for ſuch @ good 
Canſe ; but thou, O my God, deſerweſt the intire Sacrifice 
of my Life: and then turning towards Father Tazorcet- 
ta, who began to comfort him, 4b! Father , an- 
fwerd he, I ſhall be now at the height of my Foy, if it 
were not my Sins, buggy Zeal that had brought this light 
Chaſtiſement upon. me. | 
This Example and many others, that I forbear to 
relate, - made ſuch Impreſſions upon the -Idolaters 
hearts, that a great many of them reſolv*'d to embrace 
the Chriſtian Faith, being perſuaded that Sentiments 
ſo oppoſite to corrupt Nature, could not poſlibly pra 
cced either from Paſſion or Error. Cee! 
Among them whom the holy Spirit did effectually 
touch, were Three who appeared full of that very 
Faith, that made in former time almoſt as many Mar- 
tyrs in the primitive Church as Believers; they were 
Young, Handſomezof Quality, and what.is more, en- 
aaged by their Condition blindly to comply with the. 
Vice-Roy's Inclinations. Nevertheleſs, counting their 
remporal Eſtate as nothing, they demanded publick 
Baptiſm. + 
The Father co bring the Faith of theſe Neophires to 
the Teſt, hid nothing from chem that might -any wiſe 
ſtagger them; bur ic. was all in vain to repreſent to 
them the rigour of the Edicts, the Vice-Roys Indigna- 
tion, the Deſolagion they wefe like to caſt their Fa- 
| _— into, the Danger of loſing their Eſtates, Ho- 
nour, Life, and all theſe Conſiderations ſerved only 
coanimate them the more, ſo that after a pretty long 
Tryal, they were initiated into our ſacred Myſteries, 
and took part as others did, in the Crofs of Chrift. 
Their Converſion fortify'd the Feeble-minded. and 
comforted Father I»torcerta for all the Evis that the 
Perſecution had made his Church c2 utter. : 
at 
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turcher, and on the other hand, to diipacch one of 
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But the Vice-roy was ſo much the more provoked, 


becauſe he had not the Liberty at that time to ſhew 
his Reſentment : for juſt then, they delivered him 


Two Letters from Prince So/a7, one of them was for 


Father Intorcetta, the other that was directed to him- 
ſelf, "was full fraught with Reproaches, for that he 
ſeemed ro: make no account of the Prince's recommen- 


. datien. 7 could never have, believed, faith he to him, 


that to pleaſe a Company of il affeed People , ho have 
exa[perated your Spirit at the Chriſtians, you-would have 
deviated from the Counſels I gave you. It is a Friend” 
that I endeavoured to inſpire you with better Sentinents ; 
rhink upon it once more, and reflet ſeriouſly with your ſelf 
that it is 1 that ſpeak to you. I expett three Things from 
your Friendſhip; Firſt, that you deliver the Letter your ſelf 
to Father Intorcetta, according to the Super ſcription. The 
Second, that you do ſo well ſatifie the Father, that he may 
have Occaſion to bleſs _— for the kind Offices you 
render him, and that he himſelf may teſtifie the ſameto me. 
And the Third is, that henceforward you do not. any longer 
diſturb either Miſfienaries, or Chriſtians : In ſhort, I am © 
extreamly ſorry, for being obliged to-write to you ſo often 
about this Subject, If you for the Future mend your Man- 
mers, I ſhall write ro you a third Time to thank you, but if 
your Paſſion continues, this 1s the laſt Letter you ſhall ever 
receive from: me. 
Then did the Vice-roy- repent. him of his former 
Proceedings; yet -was he- ſo far engaged, that he 
thought he could not handſomely go back with any 
Honour. He found it eſpecially- very hard to ſue to 
a Miſſionary for his Friendſhip, » hom he but juſt 


_ now treated, and that publickily, with the utmoſt 


Diſdain ; but yet dreading Prince So{ar's reſentment, 
who was the moſt Powertull, and in moſt Credit, of 
all che. Miniſters of the Empire: On one hand, te 
reſolved to ſtand ro what -he had done already a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, wichour driving matrers any 


his 
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his Officers to Pekin, to purge, and clear himſelf to 


the Prince. | 
In this interim, Father Intorcerta: having a ſecret 


Item of rhe Letter that che Vice-roy had received, in- 


cimated to the Fathers at Court, the ſmall Effe&t they 
had produced ; inſomuch that thoſe Fathers "reſol- 
ved to ſipnifie the ſame to the Emperor, in caſe Prince 
Soſan ſhould think it adviſable. Wherefore they re- 
lated to him what had paſſed at Hamcheu, the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Vice-roy, the AﬀMittion of Father 1z:or- 
cetta, the Danger wherein his Church was, the Ruin 
whereof would infallibly involve in ic the utter Ruin 

of all the Miſſions in the Empire. Szce all your En- 
deavours, My Lord, added they, ſeem ineffettual, there 
appears nothing that can put a Stop te the V zolence of this 
obſtinatre Mandarin, but the Emperor's Authority ; but 
we ſhould bc wanting to our true Intereſts, ( and what 
{ways the more with us) to the Acknowledgment that we 
are bound to give for your Favours ; If we were ruled hy 
any other Conſiderations than yours. _ 

The Prince already provoked by the Vice-roy's be- 
haviour, was not ſorry at this Overture, and believed 
He had now found a fair. Opportunity to revenge him- 
ſelf: So that theſe Fathers having recommended the 
Importance of their Afﬀairs to God Almighty, where- 
in the ſolid Eſtabliſhmenr, or ucter Ruinof Religion 
was concerned, came to» the Palace on the 21ſt of 
December 1691, and. demanded Audience. | 

The Emperor ſent ſome Eunuchs his. Confidents 


to know What their Bulineſs was: The Father pre- 


ſently declared to them, the heinous Exceſs of the 
Vice:roy of Hamcheu, as well in reſpect of the Mil-, 
fionaries, as in reſpett of the Chriſtians under his Go- 
vernment; they added moreover, that they had ſuf- 
fered a long time withour Complaining, in expecta- 
tion, thar thcir Patience would pacitie his Spirit ; but. 
fince the Miſchief be ame every day greater and 
greater, withour all hopes of Remedy, they came to 
proſtrate 


pup ww 
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te thernfelves at the Emperor's feet, as 'tothe 
Nat her Fen .of oppreſſed Innocence, moſt humbly to 
beſeech him, tq'grant to their Brethren in the Pro- 
vinces that happy Peace, they themſelves enjoyed ar 
Pekin, in the very Sight, and under the Protection of 
his Majeſty. | 

"The Emperor, to whom hey reported this Di{- 
coutie, had a mind to try the Father's — 
fo'return'd them no favourable Anſwer ; butthey 
ver ceaſing to reprefent the Unhappineſs, this Indiffe. 
rence of this Prinice was ſhortly like to bring chem un- 
der,' he ſent'new*Eunuchs to acquaint them, thar he 
was amazed ro1ce them ſo infatuated with che Chriſti. 
an Religion ; 4s t poſible, he bid them tell them, ©rhac 

* you are always buſied about a World whither you 
* are not yet come, arid count z-at wherein you are at 
* preſent, as nothing? believeme, Sirs, there is'atime for 
"all things; make-better Improvement of what Hea- 
' Ven inſtructs: you with, and defer all choſe Cares till 
© you ceaſe to live; Cares thatare profirable to none 
* but the Dead: For my part, {aid bc, in adrolling way, 
* I do not concern my ſelf in the Buſineſs of the other 
* World, and T'do not take upon me to determinup- 
© on the Cauſe of theſe inviſible Spirits. 

Then the'Fathers, oppreſt wirh grief, ſhedding a 
torrent of tears, proftrated themſelves co the very 
{eur they conjured the Eunuchs to repore ta the 

mperor the ſad Condition whereunto they were re- 
duc'd: This would be the firſt time, faid they, hat this 
Preat Prince abandon'd innocent Perſons, aud appear 'd in- 
ſenſible of our Lamentation : Is it becauſe we are unpro- 


| fitable Strangers that he deals thus with us? At leaſt, 
| Gentlemen, pray tell him, that the great Ged of Heaven 
| and. Earth, whoſe Cauſe 2% maintain, for whom we 


\fight, 1a and to whom he himſelf is beholder for all 
his Gran Fur, well deſerves, that he ſhould exert all his 
Power to make hith known, and his Fuſtice in puniſhins 
thoſe who do him-an injury jn the perſon of bis Miniſters. 

Io 
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In fine, after all theſe Tryals, rhis,gracious Prince, 
moved with Compaſſion,. could no Foaer dfTerable 
his real Sentiments,” he therefore ſent to the Fathers 
(that were ftill proſtrate before bis Palace Gate) an 
Officer of his Bed-Chamber,*to acquaint them, * That 
* he did not allow of the Vice-Roy of Hamchen's 
© Proceedings, and that he was willing for their fake, 
* to put an end to his unjuſt Perſecution; and that 
"In a word, there was two ways to accomplith i : 
* The firſt, to ſend to the Vice-Roy a ſecret: Order 
* Immediately, to give fatisfation for Miſchiefs paſt, 
* that this way, tho* not ſo Exemplary, was the moſt 
© eaſfie and ſure. . The ſecond, to preſent a Petition, 
"and obtain from the Tribunes a favourable Decrec 
* for all theMiſſionaries, which would decide all Diffe- 
© rences. That they ſhould conſuls among them- 
* ſelves what ſhould be moſt convenient in the preſent 
* conjuncture ; and when they had weighed the Rea- 
© ſons on both ſides, that they ſhould come back the 
* next day to declare to him their poſitive Reſolu- 
© tion, ; Bo - 
The Fathers ſignified their moſt humble acknow- 
ledgments to the . Emperor by cuſtomary Proteſta- 
tions, and returned full with great hopes of happy 
ſucceſs, yet very uncertain what courſe to ſteer. 
They conſider'd on one hand the danger that there | 
wasto put their Cauſe into the hands of the Lipou,who 
always declared againſt the Chriſtian Religion ; that 
in all probability there needed no more to revive all 
che ancient Accuſations, which Time. ſeem'd to have 
forgotten : That the Miſſionaries ſerxled in rhe 
Provinces, whom they had conceal'd from the Courr 
till that time, would be obliged to quit China, or ell 
forſake all their Miſſions: That ar leaſt, che Pro- 
| ceedings of thoſe who had buile new Churches, and, 
Converted a great number of Idolaters aWinſt the 
expreſs prohibitions of Parliaments, was fufficient co 


warrant the Vice-Roy. of Hamcheu : That in he 
| things 
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things may be brought to paſs by the ſubtil De- 
vices of our Enemies, and ſecret Undertakings of the 
Bonzes, that they might be fo far from quenching the 
Flame of a particular Perſecution, as we ſuppoſe, 
that we ſhould kindle a general Conflagration in the 
Empire, that would not terminate but in the toralde- 
ſolation of Chriſtianity. 

Theſe Reaſons, altho' very ſubſtantial and folid 
in themſelves, were nevertheleſs balanced by the fol- 
lowing RefleCtions. What ProteCtion foever the Em; 
perors might have. given till that time tothe Miſſio- 
naries, yet they experienced, thatirt was not ſufficient 


tooblige all the Mandarins of Provinces to counte=- 


nance the Chriſtians, and that there was a great 
number of them who (prejudiced againſt us either by 


that univerſal Contempt which the Education of 


China did uſually create in them for Foreigners, or by 
the Calumnies of the Bonzes, or elſe by a falſe Zeal of 
the publick Good) thought it was a piece of good Ser- 
vice todeſtroy us, and ſpoil ina few days that which 
had been the Work of ſeveral Years. 

Theſe particular Perſecuriogs were ſo much the more 
feared, as they adminiſtred occaſion to our ſecret E- 
nemies, todeclare themfelves openly againſt us, and 
to compoſe a ſtrong and great Party, which was 


- commonly upheld by the Courts appointed for the 


ordering Rites and Ceremonies, who always waited 
for occaſions to ſtop the courſe of new Foreigners in- 
to the State. So thar if in theſe critical conjunCctures 
the Emperors, by a particular Providence, ſhould not 
have honoured us with their benevolence, Chriftt- 


- anity would have long ſince been deftroy'd in China, 


and it may be the memory of it would have been ro- 

tally obliterated. | 
We ſhould therefore conſider, that the Court per- 
haps would not be always ſo favourable to us, thac 
there needed no more but one moment alone to loſe 
the Emperors gracious Favour; of, whar was till 
| 8g more 
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more dangerous, to intail his Indignation upon us, and 
thoſe of our Religion, that in this fickle State wherein 
Religion was, the leaft oppoſition from the Manda-. 
rins would ſuffice to ſet the Peoples Hearts againſt ir, 
that the Great ones thernſclves durſt never declare, 
or be Converted, for fear of being one day reſpon- 
ſible to the Parliaments for their Conveghon, which 
probably in time might be made an heinous Crime, 

On the contrary, if fo be the Chriſtian Faith were 
once approved of publick Edit, nothing afterward 
could diiturbics Eftabliſkmenr, ſince it would be 
Iſs odious to the idolatrous People, becauſe the 
Chriſtians would make a publick profeſſion of it, and 
atlaſt thenew Miffionaries would enter without in- 
terruption into the vaſt Ficld of the Goſpel, and 
would there ſow, without any contradiCtion, that ſa- 
cred Word, which would then produce an hundred 
fold, 

The only hope of ſuch a great Benefir, Jererwined 
the Fathers to try this laſt means; and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe they believed they could not in fu- 
ture.time meer with any occaſion more favourable to 
accompiiſhirt. The remembrance of fignal Services 
Father Yervi:ft had rendered to the State, was fiill 
very recent; the Emperor had declared how ſenfible 
he was of. the reſolution .that Father Grimald: an 1ta- 
L,an, had taken-to croſs the Seas again for his ſake, 
and to undertake a moſt redious Journey. Father 
Thomas a Flemming, Was Wholly taken up in Mathe- 
maticks, wherein, he acquired the Reputation of a 
L earned Knowing Man, and mott, Pious Miffionary. 
Father Pereira a Portugeſe, for his part, took a great - 
deal of pains a long time in certain Infftruments, 
and ſeveral Engines, -that che Prince rook great de- 
lighe in: Bur chat which did our buſineſs in getting 
his heart, was the Peace which Father Ger6/llou had 
bur juſt then concluded three hundred Leagues from 
Pekin, between the Chineſe and Maſcovite, Prince 5 ofa 

nearly 
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nearly related to the Emperor, and Plenipotentiary, 
ſtood amazed at his Zeal, and publickly declared, 
that bur for him this Negotiation would never have 
terminated to the advantage of the Empire. He 
ſpoke of itto the Emperor to that purpoſe; and at 
that very time he inſpired him with Sentiments of 
Eſteem and Aﬀection for this Father, which have 
continued ever ſince beyond whatſoever we were able 
to expect or hope for. Beſides, this ſame Father, 
together with Father Bovet, both Frexch, and of the 
number of thoſe whom the King ſent into China in 
1685, apply'd themſelves for many Years to teach 
Geometry and Philoſophy to the Emperor, with ſuch 
ſucceſs, that he could never be weary in diſcourting 
with them upon rheſe Matters. 
— Bur becauſe theſe zealous Miſſionaries were fully 
perſwaded, that when Religion 1s concerned, human 
Afſiſtances are very inſignificant, if God Almighty 
do not ſecretly direct and order the whole Work. 
They began to implore the afliſtance of þi»zz whom 
nothing is able to reſiſt: They ſpread open their 
Wants before him, and diſcovered their hearts in his 
preſence, and told him with the ſame confidence 
that once animated 7#dith: Make bare, make bare, 
O Lord, thy arm on our behalf, as thog didſt heretofore, 
and bring to nought the ob$ acl: our Encmacs oppoſe a- 
gainſt us; Let thoſe who have boaſted that they couta dc- 
ſtroy the Temple, who have alrtady prophancd ty Altar, 
and trodden under foot the Tabernacic of thy holy Name; 
let theme at preſent b: ſenſible, that befare thee all their free 
#5 nothing but vanity and weakne/s : Putt inte cur montos, 
Lord, that holy word, and r:pleniſy ewr bcaris with thoſe 
wiſe Connfels that make Truth aiwaysto triumps ; toths 
end thy Homſe that hath ber, ſo many years 19 atotte- 
r:ng cond: tion, may at thi: day be immoveably (ettled and 
confirm:d; and that all Nations may in the nd confeſs, 
thar thou only art the tr: God, and that 
6:fid:s thee, we? onrit to ſeck for none +Fadith chars 9. 
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After this fervent Prayer they ſecretly preſented 
their Petition ro the Emperor, thatthey were after- 
wards to offer to him in publick. Heread ir, but not 
finding therein what was the moſt capable to make 
imprefſion upon the Spirit of the Chineſe, (for they 
| infifted upon what principally related ro the Sanctity 
and Truth of Chriſtian Rehigion) he drew up ano- 
ther himſelf inthe Tartarian Language, which he ſent 
beck to the Fathers, yet leaving them to their liberty 
to retrench, or add therero, as they ſhall judge moſt 
Eonvenient, 

Indeed,.”if one do but never fo little reflect upon 
the partifular CharaCter of the Emperors of China, 
CNE CANNot ſufficiently admire, 'that this preſent Em- 
peror ſhould vouchſafe to deſcend from the loftieſt 
degree of Grandeur, which he obſerves every- where 


elſe, nay even in reſpect of the greateſt Princes, to . 


make himſelf familiar with pitiful Miſſionaries; For 
a Man to confider after what manner he takes a 
particular Account of all their Affairs z how he ſpeaks 
ro them, how he puts thera in a way, would he not 
conclude that it is a private Man that manages the 
Concerns of his Friend? Yet nevertheleſs it; 1s one 
of the greateſt Kingsin the World, thar is pleaſed 
thus to {tickle to pleaſe a company of Strangers, even 

at the peril of the fundamental Laws of the Nation. 
Bur after all, it is no wonder that a God,, whoto 
Eftabliſh his Religion humbied himſelf fo far, as to 
make himſ=-1! Ike ro Men, does oblige ſometimes the 
greateſt Princes of the World to diveſt themſelves of 
their Maj:fty and innatePride, to co-operate and con- 
cur in this grand Work, For certainly, what care fo- 
ever we may have taken to make this Prince favoura- 
ble rg us; yer muſt we needs herein principally ac- 
knowledge the Efficacy of Divine Grace, It- is the 
Almighty voice of the Lord that alone can, toſpeak 
in the Scripture Expref7i; on, bruiſe the Cedars and 
ſhake the Mountains of the Wildernc's ; that is to !ay, 
__abae 


-- wondered that his Maſter made ſuch little account of 
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abaſe the Great ones of the World, and give to their 
heart what motion he pleaſes. 

Whilſt all theſe things were tranſacted at Pekin, 
the Vice Roy of Hamcheru, that had now leiſure to 
make ſome Refleftions upon his Behaviour, was not 
peaceable in his Province, The .Credit of Prince 
Soſan did grievouſly perplex him 3 and above all he 
_ dreaded his juſt Reſentment: For to pacific him, he 
thought it the wiſeſt courſe ro ſend one of his Offi- 
cers to him, under pretence to juſtifie himſelf te him, 
bur in effect, to exaſperate the principal Mandarins 
of Zipos againſt ths Mitſionaries, in caſe he thouid 
find any opportunity todoir. 

At that time this Officer arrived at Court, bur 
Prince Soſan would not ſo much as hear him; and 
packing him away, briskly told him, that he much 


Perſons whom the Emperor Honoured with his Aﬀec- 
Ction, andemployed and trutted in his Service, 

As to what relates to therr buſineſs, I am no mne 
concerned init, thanthe Emperor would himſelf. Thiſe 
Fathers have smplored his Proteftion, and he wcill under- 
ſtands how to do them Juſtice without my intermedling. 
| Beſides, w en [write on their behalf, it was not ſo much 

to do them a kindneſs, as thereby to exhibit a Token of 
Friendſhip to the Vice- Roy, in plucking hith from the Pre- 
cipice' ar he had ſo ind{{creetly thr-wn himſelf. 

This Anſwer did fo ftartie this Olleer, that with- 
out ever dreaming of making any other progreſs, he 
returned to his Maſter at Hamches to ren er an ac- 
count of the ill ſuccets of his Commitſion. The Fas. . 
thers who had notice of it, underſtood by that, that 
they were to loſe no time, and that they were ſpee- 
dily to improve the good Ciſpoſition of Prince Sofan. 
So that upon Candlemas day they went tothe Palace, 
and offer'd to the Emperor with the uſual Ceremonies, 
the Petition that he himſelf had compoled, of which 

{ce here the Tranſlation. 
ds Gen May 
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Atay it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
WW: expoſe to you, with the moſt perfeft ſubmiſſion, 
| and moſt profound reſp: that we are capable of, 
the beginning, end, inducements and motives of our moſt 
humble Requeſt, being confident that you will wouchſafe 
ro hear it with the ſame prudence that attends all your 
Afons, and with that Benewvolence wherewith you have 
been graciouſly pleas'dto hanour us. CO. 
 Outheninth Month of the Moon, Father Intorcetta, 
0:6 of your Majeſty's Subjetts, whoſe abode 15 inthe City 
of Hamcheu, did acquaint us that th: Vice- Roy had 
 ſtriHly charg:d the Mandarms of his Province to pull 
down all the {emples of the Chriſtians, to burn the Prin- 
ring Tables, upon which is eugraven all the Books of our 
Religion, Morcover, be bath pablickly declared, that our 
Dotrine # falſe and dangerous, and conſequently not to 
be tolerated in the Empire, and hath added ſeveral other 
. th ngs moſt diſaduantageous to us. YA | 
Upon this News, Sir, ſeiz:d with horror, and pene- 
| Iyated with grief, we thought our ſclves obliged to bave 
 wecogrſe to your Majeſty, * as the common Father of the 
LA fflited, to lay before you the deplorable Condition where- 
- wutowe areriduced; for except you grant us your Pro- 
" Zeltion, it 6 altogether impoſſible to avoid the Stratagems 
'of our Enemies, and to ward the Blow wherewith they 
threaten us. | To ; 
| Tat which adminiſters comfort to ws, Sir, , when we 
; Li at jour Majcfty's Feet, is to ſee with what Wiſ- 
ons you influence and' move all the parts of your Em- 
pire, 4s if it were the Body, of which you are the Soul ; 
ard with what unconcernment and impartiality you re- 
palate the [atereſt of each private Man, without accep- 
tation of Perſons. Tnſomuch that you could not be at reſt, 
if you knew but one ſingle Snbjett oppreſt by Injuſtice, or 
but cuin deprived of that 'rank and recompence he de- 
_ | | SEES | 
| Tou ſurpaſs, Great Sir, the Mighticſ Kings amongſt 
your Predecefiers, who bave in their time permitted falſe 
> , | EE oe Sh” | , R:lig 08s 
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| Religions in China ; for you do intirely love Trath, and 
do not approve of Falſhood, . For thus reaſon it is, that in 
raking your Progreſs to view your Provinces, you have gi- 
wen 4 thouſand Teſtimonies of your Royal Afﬀettion ty the 
European Aiſſtouaries that were in your Raad; as if you 
geant thereby to teſtifie, that you walus their Doftrine'y 
and that you would be very glad that they wonld ſettle in 
your States, What we delivzr here in publick, and gene- 
"rally known to the whole Empire. 

Therefore wen we behold th: Vice- Roy of Hamcheu to 
ffile the Chriſtian Religion, the faiſe and dangerous Re- 
ligion; when we are informed that he uſes all bis en- 
dcavorrs to deſtroy it ; how. ave we able to ſtifle onr jaſt 
ſorrow, and forbeer to declare to your Majeſty what we 

uijer ? k 
gt i not the firſt time, Sir, that they have perſe- 
cuted wu without any Reaſon; therefore Father Adam 
Schaal, youn Subjett, on whom your Prediceſſors heap'd 
many extraorainary favours, made it known to all the. 


Court, that the Rules of the Celeſtial Motions, Eftabliſh.dg | 


by the Ancient Aſtroncmers-of China, were all falfe, 
he propoſed others, that did perfebily agree with the Cone 
ftellations that were approved, and made - uſe of with no 
ſmall ſucceſs; ſo that this Change broa:ht Order again 
into the Empire. Your Mijeſty 15 not 19nora't of what 
paſt at that time in Pekin; we may, { hope, have leave 
to remember how matters ſtood there, ſince thiy are ſo 
many ſingular Favours we there rece-via; Yet upon the 
account of exploding and aboliſhing of theſe Errors, how 
much did the Father afterwards [uff:r by Calummnees of 
his Enemies? Yam-quam fien and thoſe of his Fattion, 
 falſly accuſed him of ſeveral Crimes, und r pretence of 
Novelty, as if this new Aſtrowomy had nct agreed with 
Heaven ; he died, not bjing able at that time to juſtifie 
himſelf; bat your Majeſty put Father Verbieſt 1m he 
lace, and heap:d on him ſo many Favonrs, that the Life 
. of this Father was too ſhort, and his words too faint to 
demonſtrate to all the World the greatne(s of his acknow- 
G ge4 ledg ments. 
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led;ments, Tet d:d he deeply reſent all. theſe benefits, 
and it was on purpoſe not to be ingrateful; that he wai 
buſied for above ewenty years: 1n compoſing all ſorts of 
Ro-ks for the publick benefit, both in Aſtronomy, Arith- 
w:tickh, Muſick, and Philsſopby, that are ſtill extant.1 
the Palace, together with divers others which he had not 
$192 tocompleat and finiſh. 4 | 
But ſince your Majeſiy # perfettly inſtrufied in all 
. theſe particulars, we dare not preſume to tire out your 
patienice by a longer diſcourſe. We do only humbly b:ſeech 
your Majeſty to conſider, that all thu 1s nat (uſficient.to 
entitle us to the Peoples affeftion for us, and confidence ins. 
Tf, as they accuſe us, the Law that we preach be falſe 
and dangerons, how canwe, Sir, juſtifie the Condut? of 
Princes, who have honoured u4 with their eſteem ? 
Neverthleſs not to mention any thing of your Pre- 
deceſſors, your Majeſty your ſelf hath made ſo ſure of our | 
Lojulty, that you oraer'd Father Verbieſt to found ſome 
Cannon of a new Moacl, to pat an cud to a dangerous 
War; You mad: Father Grimaldi croſs the vaſt Ocean 
ro 20 im10 Muicovy with the Letters and Seals of the 
High Coart of the Militiaz you ſent the Fathiys Ger- 
billon 43d Pereira, wpon very important Aﬀairs, to the 
very fartheſt parts of Yartary. Nevertheleſs your Ma- 
j:iy well knows, that thoſe who are governed by the Prin- 
c:ples of a falſe Religion, never uſe to ſerwe their Prince 
fairbfully ; they almoſt ever abandon themſelves to their | 
own Paſjions, and never ains at any thing bat their own 
particalar intereſt. | 
If therefore we do exattly diſcharge our duty, and if to 
this very day we h ve always ſought the publick good, it 
#s muſt manifeſt this Zeal proceeds from an beart well 
affected, full of efteem, and veneration, and (if we may 
be bela to ſayſo) of a ſingular affeFion onde Perſon of 
"pour Majeſty . On the contrary, if this heart once ceaje to 
' ſubmit to you, it wouldbe fromibas very time, contrary 
to-rig ht Reaſon, good Senſe, and all Sentimunts of Hu- 
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This being ſuppoſed, Sir, we humbly beſeech you to con- 
feder, that after the fatigues of a tedious Voyage, we are 
at length attrivedin your Empire, exempt from that Spi- 
Tit of Ambition and Coverouſneſs, that commonly bring 

' other Men thither, but with an ardent deſire to preach to 

.  -your People the only true Religion. 

' And truly when we appeared here the firſt time, we 
were entertain d with abundance of marks of diſtiuttion, 
a we have often ſaid already, and whych we cannot re- 
peat too often. In the Tenth Tear of Chun-tchi they pre- 
fer'd #us'to the ſole direftion of the Mathematicks. In 
the Fourteenth Tear of the ſame Reign they gave us leave 
ro build a Charch at Pekin, and the Emperor himſelf was 
willing to grant us a particular plice for the burial of 
our Dead. Iy the Twenty ſeventh Year of your Mejeſty's 
glorious Reign, your Majeſty honoured the Memory of Fa- 
ther Verbieſt not only by new Titles, bat alſo by the care 
you took to cauſe the laſt Offices to be perform'd to him, 
with an almot Royal Pomp and Magnificence, Some 
while after you appointed an Apartment and Maſters to 
the new French Miſſionaries, to facilitate their Learuing 
of the Tartarian Tongue. Ina word, you ſeem d ſo well 
ſatisfied with their geportment, that you cauſed the Ser- 
vices they had rendered to the State bythur Voyages tn- 
to Tartary,and Negotiation with the Muſcovites to be 1n- 
ſerted in the Records of the Nation: What a happin:ſs, 

- Sir, and a ;lory us it for ws 10 be judged capable of ſer 
wing ſo great a Prince ! | 
Since therefore your Majeſty, who does ſo wiſely govern 
this grand Monarchy ,uonchſafeth to empl:y u,and put ſuch 

 eonfidence in #s, how 15 1t poſſible thexe ſhon!d be one ſingle 
Mandarin ſo irrational toreſuſe one of our Brethren per- 
2ſſion to live in his Province? Verily, Sir, one cannot 
ſufficiently weplore the hard Fate of that good old Man, 

- who un 4 little corner of the Earth, humbly-requires (0. 
much ſpace as & neceſſary peaceably to ſpend the remain-. 
der of his days, which yet he cannot obtain, _ 


#t 
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It ts for this reaſon, Sir, that all of ws, your Majeſty's 
mot humble Saubjeits, who are here like forſaken Or- 

hans, that would :njure no body, nay, who endeavonr to 
avoid Law-Suits, Duarrels, Wranglings, and the leaſt 
Conteſtations ; It « fot this reaſon (we ſay) that we be- 
[cech you to take our Cauſe in hand, with thoſe ſentiments 
of Equity that ave ſo eſſential to yow ; have ſome Com- 
paſſion, Sir, #pon Perſons who have commutted no Faglt ; 
and if your Majeſty, after being fully informed of our 
Carriage, does really find that we are Innocent, we beſeech 
gou to let all the Empire underſtand by a publick Edit, 
the judgment you entertain of our Morals and Doftrine. 
It us for the obtgining this Favoar, that we aſſume the 
liberty of preſenting to you this Requeſt, In the mean 
zime all, and every your Subjetts the Miſſionaries, will 
expett with fear, and intire ſubmiſſion, what. you ſhall 
be pleaſed to appoint touching the Premiſes, In the Thir- 
meth Year of the Reign of Chamhi, che 161th. day of the 
12th. Month of the Moon, | 


' The Emperor graciouſly received this Petition, and 
ſent it the 18th. of the ſame Month to the Court of 
Kites, with an Order to examine it, and with the firſt 
opportunity to make report of it to him ; bur be- 
cauſe there is vacation in all the Courts of Judicature 
in China much about- the ſame time, until the 15th. 
of the firſt Month of the Year following, the Lipou 
could not Anſwer till the x8th.. of the ſaid Month : 
Upon the whole, their Judgment was much contrary 
ro the Emperors Intentions , and Intereſt of the 
Miſſionaries. For the Mandarins having reported at 
large the antient Edicts enacted againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, concluded that this buſineſs required no 
farther diſcuſſion, and that they were to ftick cloſe 
to the firſt Orders of Parliaments, and of the Court, 
which prohibited upon grievous Penalties, the natural 
born Subjects to entertain the new Doctrine of the 
Exropeans; that, notwithſtanding they deem'd it con- 
yenient 
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venient to preſerve the Church in the City of Ham- 
chen, and to give order to the Mandarins of that Pro- 
vince, not to confound the Chriſtian Religion with 
the ſeditious Sets of China. 
' The Emperor was in a manner as much concer- 
ned as the Miſſionaries at this new Decree: when 
they preſented it to him, he diſcovered ſome trouble 
at it, and left it for ſeveral days in his Cloſer, with- 
out declaring himſelf, to the end that the Aſandaring 
of Lipou having notice of it, might have time to come 
back ; bur when he ſaw their Obſtinacy, he was not 
willing to make turbulent Spirits to Rebel, and re- 
ſolved at laft, tho' ſore againſt his Will, to Sign ir. 
This News threw the Fathers into a great Confter- 
nation; and one Chao a Gentleman of the Bed-Cham- 
ber, whom the Emperor ſent to comfort them, found 
them in a condition worthy of compaſſion. He was 
troubled at it himſelf (for he loves us dearly, and hath 
done us upon ſeveral occaſions moſt ſignal Services. ) 
This Officer endeavour'd, as he had order, to moderate 
their Affliction ; but whether i it was that theſe Fathers 
Were not Maſters of themſelves, or that they had 
quite given cver all thoughts of keeping any further 
correſpondence with a Prince that had deſerted them, 
they utter'd upon this occMeny whatſoever the moſt 
ſenſible grief isable to inſpire i afllicted Perſons. 
What fignifie, my Lord, ſay they, all the Favours 
It hath hitherto pleaſed the Emperor to 4o us, ſince 
at this conjuncture himſelf makes them unprofitable ? 
Was it to tumble us down in a more illuftrious man- 
ner, that he apply'd himſelf fo long time to exalr us ? 
Whar delight will he take hereafter to ſte us,- covered 
with ſhame and confuſion, to ſerve for. a lughing- 
ſtock to our Enemies, and bea Spectacle to the whole 
Empire ? Will that Prince who loved us fo dearly, 
will he be able hereafter, without being moved art it, 
to hear that the Rabble inſulc aver us ? Thar his 
perry. Officers make us to be beaten in open _— ? 
| = 
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Thar Vice-Roys baniſh us from their Provinces, that 
they exile us ſhamefully from his Empire ? 

We lay outour ſelves for him, our Cares, Studies, 
and all our Watchings are given to him. One part 
of our Brethren are already dead by their Labours, 
others haye impair'd their Health by the fame; and 
we who are ſtill alive, enforced by the ſame defire 
of pleaſing him, willingly and freely ſacrifice all the 
precious moments of our Life to him. 

We hoped to merit by this Zeal, that he would at 
length approve of the Religion which we preach to his 
_ People, (for why ſhould we difſemble the matter to 

you, to you who have fo long known the real fenti- 
ments of our hearts) that was, you know, the only 
motive of all our Undertakings; How Powerful, how 
Magnificent ſoever this Prince may be, we ſhould ne- 
ver have had the leaſt thoughts of coming ſo far to 
ſerye him, if the Intereſt of our moſt Holy Faith had 
not engaged us therein, Nevertheleſs he proſcribes it 
at this day, and Signs with his own Hand the ſhameful 
Decree of our Condemnation. There you ſee, my 
Lord, what all our hopes come to; there is the fruit 
of all our Labours : with how much greater calmneſs 
would we have receivedghe ſentence of Death, than | 
an Edict of this naffife? For, do not imagin that 
we are able to ſurvive the loſs of Chriitianity. | 

This Diſcourſe, attended with a great deal of 
trouble, and a torrent of Tears, made great impreſ- 
ſion upon. the Officers ſpirit ; he went immediately 
to report it to the Emperor, and deſcribed to him the 
Fathers ſorrow in ſuch lively colours, tha this good 
Prince gave way to ſome emotion. / have always, ſaid 
he, ſonght ont all occafions to do them a kindneſs, but the 
Chineſe have traverſed all my good deſigns, I could at this 
rime forbear following the ſtream ; but in ſhort, however 
the caſe ſtands, they may make account that I love them, 
and that I ſhall not forſake them. 

In effect, -he þegan more than ever to employ them 
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in his Service; but yet, he no longer found the ſame 
eagerneſs in the execution of his Orders, nor the ſame 
ſereneneſs and alacrity upon their countenances, They 
always appeared before him dejected, mournful, and 
as if their Heads had been our of order by the ſhrer/d 
blow they lately received. However, he was ſo far 
from being diſheartened, that he propoſed to them 
to ſend fora DoCtor of Phyſick to Court, who was 
newly arrived at Macao, who that he might be the 
more ſerviceable to the, Miſſions had turned Prieſt of 
our Company. » _ | 

The Fathers made anſwer that this Doftor had 
wiſh'd, and that too with a great deal of Paſſion, to 
employ his Skill, and all the Arcana of his Art to 
preſerve ſuch a precious Health, as that of his Ma« 
Jeſty, but being amazed at the Decree that had paſt 
againſt the Chriſtians, he was quite oft from any de- 
ſign to come into China, and that he was preparing 
to return into Exrope : that, nevertheleſs, fince his 
Majeſty ordered it ſhould be ſothey would write with 
all expedition to Macao to have himcome., Whilſt 
the Miffionaries were over Head and Ears in their 
melancholly, the Vice-Roy of Hamches triumphed at 
his firſt ſucceſs, and caſt about how to take new mea- 
ſures to finiſh his Work. He ſer all the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Offices at work for ſeveral days, to draw 
out Copies of thenew Decree, to have them diſperſt 
throughout all the Provinces ; at laſt he iſſued ont 
more ſeyere Orders againſt the Chriſtians than the 
former, In fine, not longer doubting of the Victory, 
he ſent to the Emperor an ample requeſt againſt the 
Miſfionaries -to accompliſh their undoing ; but this 
requeſt came a little too late: and when it was pre- 
ſented the Face of Afﬀairs was already altered, 

For Prince Soſan not being able ro withſtand the 
Solicitations of the Fathers, and eſpecially of Father 
Gerbillon, whoſe particular Friend he was, reſolved 
to Solicite afreſh on our behalf, wherefore he wenr 

and 
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and found the Emperor, and repreſented to him what- 
ſoever the moſt Zealous Chriſtian could poſfibly haye 
ſpoken on the like occaſion: | 

He fet before him again, the Zeal and Devotion 
of the Fathers in whatſoever reſpetted his Perſon, 
the Services they had rendered the State during the 
Wars, their being intent to perfect the Sciences, and 
to reCtifie the Kalendar. 1s a word, Sir, faid he, 
they are a ſort of People that make no acconnt of their 
lives, when ſerving or pleaſing you us in queſtion, "Tis 
true, all this. could not deferue that'your Majeſty ſhonld 
approve of their Faith, if it be otherwiſe dangerous ; but 
was there eucr a more wholſome Doftrine than theirs, or 
wore beneficial to the Government of a People ? 

The Emperor who joyfully heard this Diſcourſe, 
yet for all thar perſiſted in his former determination, 
{t is done now, ſaid he to him, ' IT ſhould have done my 
ſelf a Kindneſs to have favoured theſe honeſt Miſſiona- 
rics ; bub the outragious carriage of the Mandarins againſt 
them, did not permit me to follby mine own inclination. 

How, Sir, replied the Prince, are not your the Ma- 
fter ? And when the buſineſs was to do Fuſtice to Sub- 
jets, ſo eminent asthiſe are, could not you interpoſe your 
Anthority? 1 will go my ſelf, if your Majeſty thinks fit, 
fo theſe Gentlemen, and 1 am not without hopes of bring- 
ing them'to terms. Ar laſt the Emperor, nor' being 
apy longer able to hold it out againſt fo preffing ſoli- 
citations ; cauſes a Lettetimmediatly to be diſpatched 
to the Calaos, their Aﬀefors, and to all the Tarta- 
1i4an Mandarins of Zipox ; and this is the purport of 
me TErNre, ED) 
The Thirty firſt year of the Reign of Cham-hi, the 
ſecond day of the ſecond month of the Moon, Yi-ſam-ho, 
Adrniſter of State, d-claresto you the Will and Picaſure 
of the Emperor in theſe terns. 

The Europeans in my Conrt have for a long tim? been 
Direttors of the Mathematicks, During the Civil Wars 
they have rendered me moſt effciual ſervice, by py 
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of ſome Cannon that they got caſt: their Prudence and 


ſrugular Addreſs, accompanied with much Zeal, and in- 


defatigable Toil, obliges me once more to conſider them. 
And beſides that, the Law is not Seditions, and does not 
induce People to Revolt, ſo that it ſeems good to us to per- 
anit it, to the end that all thaſe who are willing to ems- 
brace it may freely go into the Churches, aud make pub- 
lick Profeſſion of the Worſhip there performed to the Su» 
preme Lord of Heaven, 

' Oar Wil and Pleaſurethereforets, that all and ſeveral 
the Editts that hitherto have been publiſhed againſt it, by 
and with the Advice and Connſel of onr Tribunals, be at 
preſent torn and burnt. Tour Miniſters of State, and you 
Tartarian Aandarins of the Sovereign Court of Rites, 
aſſemble together, examine the matter, and give me your 
Advice uponthe whole with all ſpeed, 

' Prince Soſan himſelf was preſent at this Aſſembly ac- 
cording as he and the Emperor had agreed ; and albeit 
he was no Chriſtian, yet did he ſpeak after ſuch a pa- 
thetical and taking manner in favour of us, that he ſee- 
med rather to defend his own, or the Stares Cauſe, 
than the concerns of a Foreign Religion, theſe are his 
own words, without adding one Syllable, as they are 
found in the'Original, which I faithfully tranſlate, 

© You know, Gentlemen, with what Application, 
© what Zeal, and Loyalty theſe Exropeans bulie them- 
« ſelves 1n the Service of his Majciiy. The greateſt 
Men amongſt us, tho' concerned to preſerve and 
maintain our Conqueſts,. have rather devoted them- 
ſelves to Glory, Riches, and making their own For- 


 *runes, than tothe ſettling the State upon a ſound 


* bottom; . very few of them-do purely aim ar rhe 
© Publick good, Theſe Strangers, on the othet hand, 
© exempt from all Paſſion, love the Empire more than 
« we dovur ſelves, and do frankly Sacrifice their own 
repoſe to the rranquility of our Provinces. 
* We haveexperienced the ſame during the whole 
# courſe of our Civil-wars, and in the late bickerings 
*We 
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© we had with the 2fſcovite, for to whom do you ſup- 
©poſe us obliged for the happy ſucceſs of this Nego- 
« riation? It would without all queſtion be conſiſtent 
ce with my Intereſt, to aſcribe all the glory of -itto 
*my ſelf. I whohave been the Plenipoteatiary. ſor 
che Peace; butif I were ſounjuft as to. do my ſelf 
© that honour, to the prejudice of theſe Fathers, the 
< Chieftains of the Enemics Troops, all mine own Of- 
© ficers, my own Army would fay Irold an-untruth, 
 <lris, Gentlemen, theſe Fathers who. by. their 
*Prudence, andinſight into Afﬀairs, . and the: juſt 
© temper and moderation that they brought, pur an 
*end tothat important Aﬀair. Without-their Coun- 
© ſe}, we ſhould have been forced to exact atthe ex- 
« pence of our Blood, the Rights which the injuſtice. 
© of our Enemies did ſo obſtinately refuſe to the Em- 
© peror ; ;or perhaps you would have had the trouble 
© ro ſee us wholly diveſted of them, or at laſt 1 
« ſhould have been no longer in a condition to de- 
© fend them. tart} vt51 
© Whathaye we done, Gentlemen, in return: for 
© ſuch eminent Service? Nay, what can we do: for: 
©a company of Men who demand neither Riches, 
© nor Places of Truſt nor Honours ? Who eſteem 
© and reſpect us, without ſo much as caring whether 
*wedo ſoby them? Certainly we ought to becon- 
 Ecerned, if it were not in our power ſome Way or 
 *©other bo oblige Strangers, who do ſo generouſly Sa- 
© crifice themſelves for us; and I am inclin'd to be- 
© lieve, Gentlemen, that when you have maderefle- 
©ftion thereon, you will give me thanks for having 
© diſcovered to you the only way whereby they can 
* become ſenſible of our acknowledgment. _ _ % 
© They have a Law, which is to them inſtead of all 
© the Riches in the World, They adorea Deity, who 


$ alone makes up all their Comfort. and Happineſs. 


« Suffer them only freely to enjoyjthe benefit they pol- 
* ſeſs, and permit them to Communicate it to our 
| People 3 
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© People altho' in that very thing they rather do us a 
© kindneſs, than we dothem; yerithey will be grates 
« ful tous, and acceptir from our hands as the recorn- 
© pence of all their Services. | 
+ The Lama of Tartary, and the Bonzes of China 
6 are not troubled in the Exerciſe of their Religion. 
« Nay the very Mabametans have rear'd a Moſque at 
* Hamchen, that Domineers over all our publick Edi- 
* fices. They oppoſe no Banks to theſe Torrents that 
* threaten Inundation to all China: Men connive, 
* they approve in fome meaſure all theſe unprofitable 
* and dangerous Sefts; and now when the Exropeans 
« fue to us for Liberty to Preach up a Doctrine, that 
© contains no other than Maxims of the moſt refined 
* Vertue, we do not only repulſe them with diſdain, 
« but think we do good Service to Condemn them ? 
« juſt as if the Laws that obliges us to ſhut up the En- 
* trance info our Empire againſt Superſtition, and lying 
© Vanities, had likewife proſcribed naked Truch. 

The Prince expatiating much upon this point, was 
interrupted by the Heads of the Aſſembly, who re- 
monſtrated to him, that, ſay whar he could, there 
was {tilt} fome danger left this new Sect might occa- 
ſion ſome diferder in procefs of time. And that it 
was the part of good Policy to ſtifle theſe little Mon- 
ſters of Rebellion and Difcord, in their very Birth. 
Thar, in ſhort, they were Foreigners, whoſe Spirit 
and {ecrer Defigns were capable of adminiſtring ſome 
ſuſpicion. 

*'What Suſpicion, reply'd the Prince? I have been 
© Co/ao this Ten Years, and I never heard any Com- 

* plaint againſt the Chriſtians, Believe me, Gentle- 
*-men, it were to be wiſh'd that che whole Empire 
© wouJd embrace their Religion. For, 1s it not that 
© Religion that commands Children to Huncur and 
© Obey their Parents? Subjects ro be faithful totheir 
© Snperiors, Servants exactly ro perform the Will of 
* their Maſters: Thar forh:ds to Kill, ro Seal, and 
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* ro Cozcttz . not to covet any thing. that is your 
* Neighbours: Thar abhors Ferjury and Calumny. 
* Thar diflikes Lying and Falſhood. Thar inſpires 
* Modeſiy, Simplicity, Uprightneſs and Temperance. 
* Examine, - Gentlemen, and found, . if poſſible, the 
© Heari of Man; if there you find. one fingle Vice 
which theCiriſtian Law does not forbid,or one Vertue 
* that it does not enjoyn, and counſel ; Ileave you to 


« your liberty to declare againſt ir, Butnow, ifallt 


* things init be Holy and Conſonant to Reaſon, - why 
* do you till boggle to approve of it ? 

After thar, the Prince ſeeing their minds to be wa- 
ve:liig, propoſed the Ter: Commandments of our 
Religion, and explamed them with fo much Elo- 
quence, that the Mandarins looking. one upon ano- 
ther, fioding nothing to offer againſt it, did ingeni=- 
ouſly confeis that one might Conform to this New 
Dottrine without any danger, The Emperor infor- 
med of what was debated; was pleaſed (for to ren- 
der the Action more famous) to have alſo alt the 
Miniſters of State to be convoked together, with the 
Mandarins of Lipow, who were Chineſe, to whom they 
made known betorchand the Reſolution of the Tarta- 
rian Mandarins. | 

In this general Aſſembly they. repeated all that was 
ſpoken in the privare Aſlembly, aud after Prince So- 


fan had left noftone unturned to recover the Chineſe 


from their old prejudice, they came at length to this 
reſulr, thata Law ſhould be enacted favourable to the 
Chriſtians, which was drawn up in form of a Perition, 
to be preſented to the Emperor to obtain his confirma- 
tion of it, it was to this effect, 
__ _ Heoupatai, Subjed# to your Majeſty, Preſident of the 
Sovereign Tribunal of Rites, and chief of ſeveral other 
Orders, preſents to you this moſt humble Petition, with all 
the ſubmiſſion and reſpe which he and all hu Aſſeſſors 
ought to have for all your Commanas, eſpecially whenyou 
do us the honoar to require our Advice abonth the importand 
Aff airs of State. . | We 
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We have ſeriouſly examin'd what any way relates to the 
Europeans, who attratted from the extremities of the 
Worla by the Fame of jour ſingular Prudence, and other 
your eminent qualities, hav: paſt that vaſt extent of Scas 
which ſeparates as from Europe. . Since they have lived 
among ft 1s, they have merited our eſteem and ackyowledg- 
ment, by the ſignal Services they have renared ms in the 
Civil and ForeignWars; by their continaal application to 
Compoſing of Books very curious and prefitable; for their 
uprightneſs and ſincere affe:on for the Common-wealth. 

Beſides which, theſe ſame Europeans are very pzaceable, 
they do not excite any Commotions, or foment Differences in 
theſe our Provinces; they do wrong to no man, they commit 
no notorious Fatls;moreover their Doftrine hath no Affinity 
with the falſe aud dan;erous Setts that infeſt the Empire, 
neither do their maxims incline turbulent ſpirits to Sedition. 

Since therefore we do neither hinder theLamas «of Tarta- 
ry, vor Bonzes of China from having Temples, nor from 
offering Incenſe therein to their Pagodes; much leſs can we, 
with any reaſon, reſtrain the Europeans, (who neither att 
' yor teach any thing contrary to the wholſome Laws) from 
having likewiſe their reſpettive Churches, there to Preach 
their Religion in publick, Certainly theſe two things would 
be point blank contrary to one another, and we ſhould ma- 
nifeſtly ſeems to contraarft our ſelves. 

We therefore judge it meet and expedient that all the 
Temples Dedicated to the Lord of Heavenyin what place ſo- 
ever they may ve, onght to be preſerved; and that we may 
ſafely permit all thoſc pho would honour thu God, to enter 
. indo bis Temples, to offer Tucenſe to him, and topay that 
| Worſhip to him that hath hitherto been pratiiſed 5y the Chri- 
ſtians, according to their ancient Cuſtom ; ſo that nonemay 
for the time to come, preſume to oppoſe the ſame. 

In the mean tim: we ſhall expett your Majelty's Orders 
thereupon, to the end ws may Communicate them to the 
Governours and Vice-Roys, as well at Pegin, as at otrer 
Cities of the Provinces, Done in the Thirty Firſt Tear of 
the Rein of Cham-hi, the third day of the ſecond month 
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of the m00n. Signed, the Preſident of the Soveres n Triba- 
nal of xites, with his Aſſeſſors ; and underncath the four 
Ainiſters of State, called Colaos, with their general Offi- 
cers and Mandarins of the firſt Order, : 

The Emperor received this Decree with unexpreſſi- 
- ble joy ; he rarifi'e it forthwith, and diſpatchd a Copy 
of it to the Fathers, ſealed with the Seal of the Empire, 
tobe, ſays he, perpetually preſerved in the Archives 
of their Houfe. Some time after-he cauſed it to be pub- 
liſhed throughout the whole Empire ; and the Supreme 
Tribunal of Rites, ſending it to'the Principal Officers, 
added theſe enſuing words. Wherefore, you Vice-Roys 
of Provinces be fure you receive this Imperial Edith with 
a moſt profound reſp:tt ; and as ſoon as it comes to your 
hanas, read attentively ; value it, and ſec you fail nat 
to exccate it punttually, conformable to the example that 
we have given yos onr ſelves. Moreover, canſe Copies 
-of it to be taken, to be diſperſed into all the places of our 
Gevernment, and acquaint ws of what you ſhall ao in this 
Pont, | 1 | W 
So ſoon as Father /ntorcetta had notice of what had 
paſt at Pekin, he departed for Court, and went to 
throw himſelf at-the Emperor's Feet, to render him 
moſt humble thanks in his own, andin the Name of 
all the Mifſionaries of China, This good Prince when 
he had beſtowed on him many demonſtrations of Af- 
feCtion, cauſed him to be conducted back again into * 
his Province, by Father Thomas, Mandarin ofthe Ma- 
thematicks. He made his entrance into his City of 
Aamcheu in Triumph, ſurrounded by Chriſtians, and 
received by their Acclamation,wholook'd upon him as 
an Angel of Peace. 

Nevertheleſs, as God mixes always ſame Bitterneſs. 
with our Comforts, the joy this good Father had con- 
ceived, was ſoon overcaſt, and allay'd by the utter 
ruin of his Church, involved ſometime before in a 
publick Conflagration, wherewith the beſt part of the 
City was conſumed, os 
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This Accident gave occaſion to Father Thomas to 
deſire the Vice-Roy to build a new Church for the 
Father, and he himſelf gave him to undertand that 
the Emperor expeted it from him. This Mandarin 
was intolerably vex'd at the ill {ſucceſs of his Enter- 
prize, which the late arrival of the Father increas'd ;. 
bur he was quite beſides himſelf, to think he muſt be 
forced to lodge a Stranger honourably in his Capitol 
Gity, whom he would,with all his Hearr, have baniſh'd 
ſome days before from his Province; yet he diliembled 
the matter like a wiſe Man, and to comply with the 
time,he afforded the Miſſionary one of the fineſt houſes 
in the Ciry, till. ſuch time, as at his own charges he 
ſhould haverebuilt the ancient College. 

It was not at Hamches alone, that the Chriſtian 
Religion ſeem'd to Triumph ; all the Churches of the 
Empire, which the new Edict, in ſome reſpect, drew 
out of Captivity, by granting to the People liberty of 
Conſcience, gave great demonſtrations of j:;y ; but 
the City of Macao, that ſerved for a Cradle to the In- 


_ fantChriſtianity, made its joy to appear by a ſolemn 


Holy-day, which was accompanicd with all the tokens 
of publick mirth and chearfulneis, which the Peoples 
Devotion rendred much more {:2lemn. 

Thoſe who ſhall conſider the Conftirution of the 
Government of Chiva, the almoit inſurmountable 
difficulties that Strangers have met with in ſcrewing 


themſelves into it; the averſion of Mens minds from 
- Novelry in Matters of Religion; and on the other 


hand, the ſmall company of Miſſionaries Exrope hath 
ſupply'd us with. The Civil Wars, and Revolutions 
that have ſo often diſcompoſed the State 1n this latter 
Age, will ſeriouſly confeſs, that this Occurrence, one 
of the moſt memorablethat probably hath happened 
ſince the Infancy of the Church, cannot be the pro- 
duct of humane Wiſdom, * Dems autem 

Rex nofter ante ſacula operatus cft ſalutem Pſal. 73. 

in med o terre; Ty confirmaſts in virtute : 
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tua mare——Tyw confreoſti capita draconts-- twws ef dicg 
& tua ef ndx, Itis our God, Tisoureverlaſting King 
who hath wrought Salvation in this vaſt Kingdom, 
which they call- the middle: of the Earth. He ir is 
who hath for ever bronght a Calm upon this Sea, ſo 
much agitated, and infamous hitherto for ſo-many 
Shipwracks, ' Thou haſt, O Lord, bruifed: the Head 

. ofthat proud j Dragon-whoſe Name 

+ The Dragons was ſo dreadful. It is now: then 
the Emperors Arms; that the Day and the Night, that 
and % adored in . : | 
"= nr is to ſay, the Eaſt and the Weſt be- 
LDN ' long ro thee; foraſmuch - as both 
Worlds have at laſt ſubmitred to thy Empire. 

At ſuch time as I had the honour to preſent to the 
moſt holy Father, rhatIdolatry in the Eaſt, attacked 
on all ſides by the Miniſters of Goſpel, was juſt upon 
the point of falling ; and that if once China could be 
drawn in todeclare it ſelf in favour of us, dibrhe Peo- 
_ ple adjacent, lead by their example, would quickly 
break their Idols in pieces, and would not belong be- 
fore they ſubmitted to the Y oak of the Chriſtian Faith; 
this thought alone traniported this holy Pontif with 
' joy, and revived that ſincere Piety, and fervent Zeal in 
his Heart, that he ſhews upon all occaſions for the Sal- 
vation of Souls; bur he told me that ſuch a great change 
as tnat was noordinary Miracle. | 

What Sentiments will he have, my Lord, when he 
underſtands that, what (as things then ftood ) he ſcarce 
durſt hope for, are now at laſt accomplijſh'd for the 
glory of his Penrificare, - and univerſal benefit of Chri- 
ſtencdom, - We know moreover, that ſthce this Fa- 
moius Edict, the Chineſe run incrouds to be Paptized: 
That the Mandarins, itiil idolaters; build Churches to 
the only true God. Thata Prince of the Blood hath ab- 
Jured his Errors, and embraced the Faith and Croſs 
of JESUS CHRIST. Thar the Emperor himſelf 
cauſeth a Church to be erefted in his Palace, and 
Jodges the Miniſters of the -Gofpel near his own 
Perſon, Yo Theſe 
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| Theſe happy preparations will, without all queſti- 
on, ' oblige the holy Father to employ all his cares to 
the entire complearing of ſo great a Work; to rhat 
effeft we demand of him Paſrors formed by his own 
Hand, and replenifhed wirh his Spirit: Miſſionaries 
altogether unbyaſſ=d, leacn=d, ielt- denying, that joyn 
Prudence with Evangelical Simplicity; who may fees 
the glory of Chriſt, and that of the Nation, . rather 
than their own. | 
Laſt of all, we heartily wiſh rhar all Chriſtian King- 
doms, out of Emulation one of another, may ſtrive 


(under the Pope's Authority) who ſhall ſtill ſend moſt 


Miniſters into theſe vaſt Countries, to ſhare with us in 
our Labours,and extend our Conqueſts. Nay,rho the 
moſt populous Univerſitics, and moſt famous Semina- 
ries ſhould be. tranſplanted thither, it would yer be 
but few. Yea, and with all theſe affiſtances, we ſhould 
notwithſtanding, to ſpeak in Scripture -Language, 
groan under the burthen and hear of the day. Whar 
would become of us, if we leave this new born 
World toa ſmall number of Labourers, whom the Pie- 
ty of fome do there maintain ? 

Itis to beg this favour, that aſſume the boldneſs, 
my Lord,to intruft you,at this time, with the concerns 
of the Millions, I am well aftured that you never un- 
dertook any bufinefs of conſequence for the good of 


Chriſtendom, bur you accompliſh'd it. Now, altho' 


this chat I-propofe to you were ten times more diffi- 
cult than it is indeed, ! am, in a manner ſure of ſuc- 
ceſs, as ſoon as evcy. you ſhall pleaſe ro take it upon 
you. | 
Yet notwithſtanding, my Lord, toſucceed happily 
in this buſineſs; it is not neceſſary to exert, and pur 
in practice a!l chcſe qualities of Mind, that make you 
almoſt ever ſuperior to great {interprizes. Thar con= 
ſurrmare Wiſdom, that condutts you thro the moſt 
ſure Roads, That continual intention of Mind, which 

H h 4 the 


472. Of the Publick Eſtabliſhment 
the hardeſt Labour cannot interrupt, That dextroug 
infinuating ConduCt, fo impenetrable to the quickeſt 
Eye. Ina Word, that Art, ſo peculiar to you of per- 
ſuading,--and obtaining what you pleaſe, All this is 
not requiſite to the buſineſs in hand, you need do no 
more here but abandon your ſelfro your own Zealand 
uſe that lively, and natural Eloquence, that animartes 
\ Your Diſcourſes, evE@y time you are pleaſed, in the 
Sacred College, to ſtand up for the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, or when you repreſent to Chriſt's: Vicar theurgent 
neceſſities of the Church. | | 
Your Care, your Piety, my Lord, will be ſecanded 
with as many Apoſtles, as you ſhall procure Mitſiona- 
ries for us: Then will the Idolaters, newly Converted, 
and Bclievers cftabliſh'd and ſettled in Faith,” be E- 
- gually ſenſible of the great Benefics that you ſhall pro- 
"cure them, . and-the People enlightned by theſe Di- 
vine Lights, which the Holy See ſhall diſperſe as far 
as the extremity of the Earth, will all their lives long 
bleſs the Paternal Charity of the Vicar of Chriſt; and 
ardenc Zeal of his Miniſters, I am inthe moſt pro- 
' found reſpe&t, be” i In 
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the moſt Ingenious Learned Men in Eprope, 


A ns Head of 
- i by the Rank you hold in the Academy Royal, 


yet the Paſſion 1 have always,had, to give you ſome 
Marks of my Eſteem, and to improve by your know- 
ledge, would engage me to communicate to you what 
we have performed in the nazes, as ro the perfection 


of 


Itis, Sir, for the Credit of this [Iluſtrious 


SCIENCES, 


Academy 


(withI]which we have ſuch a ſtrict Friendſhip,and Cor- 
” reſpondence) that a Perſon of your Merit, ſhould ſeem 
to have any Eſteem for the Perſons it employs mirs 
Funtion; and 1 ſuppoſe, the ProteCtion you are plea- 
ſed to afford us inthe World, will be taken kindly by 
them; but it is yet more our particular Intereft, that 
you would ſeverely, and ftrictly examine our Works, 
and that when you have implored the Eſteem 'of rhe 
Publick on our behalf, you would by an Imparrtial, 
and Learned Criticizing, take ſome pains to perfet 
and make us one day Worthy of its Approbation, 


us, 


and your own. | 
\ Ttisnot, Sir, thatTI have a mind; in this Place, to 
explain ro#you -in particular, all that we bave per- 
formed, to acquire a more exact Knowledge for the 
er Me- 


Fut 
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ure, ofthe Motion of the Stars, or todeliy 
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mores to thoſe who deſign to penetrate farther into 
the ſecret Myſteries of Nature. This Work, which is 
of too Jarge an Extent,tq be compriſed within-the com- 
paſs of a fingle Letter, will ſerve for the Subje&t of an 
tire Volume, which we hope ſhortly to have the ho- 


hour:to:preſent to you, - 
My deſign at preſent, is only to give you ageneral 
Ideaof x;eo the end, that underſtanding before hand 
the Road we have hitherto kepr, you may the better 
Judge whar 1s needful ro be added, romake-us Exact, 
or to be altered, as toour. Merhad. | 
When we departed from Pars, with the Inſtrufti- 
ons of the King, of his Miniſters of State, and of the 
Academy Rojal, we propoſed ta nur ſelves, nothing 
leſs chan the perfeCtion gf Natural Sciences ; but this 
project contained in it a great diverſity of matters, we 
ſuppoſed ir convenient for eyery one to take his part, 
not. only becauſe each of us had not leiſure enough to 
ply ſo, many different Studies all at once, bur alſo,be- 
cauſe the Spirit ofa Man hath irs Limits, and it 1s ve- 
ry. rare to find in one and the ſame Perſon, a Genius | 
equally proper for all Things. ; 
, . Sothat we agreed, that ſome of us ſhould addictour' , 
ſelyesto Aftronomical Obſervations, Geometry, and 
to the Examination of mechanical Arts, whilſt others 
ſhould chiefly be taken up in the Study of what re-. 
lates ro Anatomy, knowledge of Simples, Hiſtory of 
Animals, .. and other. parts of Natural Philoſophy, 
which every one ſhould chooſe, according as his Fan- 
oy Med him ; yet fo, thateven rho® whoſhould keep 
themſelves. within the compaſs of any ſubject Mart- 
ter, ſhould, nevertheleſs, not neglect the reit, when 
time, place, or perſons, ſhould afford them occa- 
tons to make any new diſcovery therein: Weagreef 
ikewiſe that we ſhould mutually commypicate our 
Notions one to another,to the end, that each one might 
benefit by the common Reflections, and withal, that 
nothing, if poſſible, ſhould eſcape our attention, | 


» 


But 
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But letus take what care we could ro ſucceed in 
this Undertaking, we cafily perceived, thar Six Per- 
ſons bufied befides in the Study of Languages, and in 
preaching the Goſpel; conld never be able to go 
through with ſuch a-vaſt Deſign: Ir therefore came 
into our Mind, firſt of all, to-engage the Exropeans 
that were at that Time in the [ndies, but above all,the 
Miſſionaries; to the egd that every one of us might 
concur in carrying on a Deſign, .equally Beneficial 
and Glorious toall Natians.. 'Secondly, to 'Eſtabliſh 
in divers places, - ome particular houſes, where our 
Mathemaricians. and Philoſophers ſhould labour af- 
ter the Example, and under the conduct of the Aca-: 
demians of Pars ; who from thence, as from the cen- 
rer of Sciences, might commynicare their ' Thoughts, 
their Method, and their Diſcoveries, and receive, (if 
| may be fo bold as to fay {o) as by RefleCtion, our 
weak Lights. | 

But theſe two Expedients, ſo proper in themſelves 
forthe promoting of our Project, and withal capable 
to render France Famous to Poſterity, have hitherto 
proved ineffectual; on the one hand, we have found 
_, very lictle Diſpoſition in other Nations to ſecond us; 
on the other hand, the Revolutions of $:zam have 
overthrown our firſt Obſervatory, which the-King's 
Liberality, and the Zeal of the Miniſters of State, had 
in a manner quite finiſhed. WL oe 

Theſe Accidents, tho' faral ones, did not yet diſ- 
courage us; - we had Thoughts of laying the Founda- 
tion of a ſecond Obſervatory 1n China, ftill more 
Magnificent than that of Siam. It would have been 
no ſuch difficult Matter to have builr ſeveral others 
afterward at Hiſpaenin Perfia, at Agria in the Mognl's 
Countgy, in the Ifle of Corzeo under the Line, in Tar- 
tary,and in ſeveral other places, whoſe Scituationmighe 
facilitate the Execution of our Deſign ; when that uni- 
verſal War, that has fer all Exrope on Fire ſo many 
Years, made us ſenſible of it inthe Indies, and in one 
moment broke all our Meaſurcs. | Per- 
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. Perhaps, Sir, Peace. may put us, into the ſame Road 
again, that the Tempeſt hath farced us to forſake,and 
that all in good time, we ſhall enjoy a Calm equal! 
advantageous.to Religion, tothe Peoples Happineſs, 
and to the Perfection of Sciences, In the meantime, 
as contrary Winds do not hinder skilful Pilots to go 
forward a little, notwithſtanding they do much. re- 
tard their Sailing, ſo.þave we. endeavoured, maugre 
all theſe Tempeſts, to purſue our former Defign,.and 
continue. a Work, the Eſſay of which, as. you may 
ſony ſee, will not perhaps be- altogether ynpro- 
fitable. ws 08 

The difficulty that Men have found from all Anti- 
quity, toregulate the Motions of the Stars, was never 
to be overcome, cither by the Lucubrations of Anci- 
ent Aſtronomers, or even by all the penetration of 
the Neoterics, what Endeayours ſoever our Imagi- 
nation may haveuſed to dive into theſe Myſteries of 
the Omnipotent: Creator, yer have we made but a 
Aorry Progrefs; and we muſt needs confeſs, that 
-Heaven is at. a much. greater diſtance from. our 
Thoughts, and Conception, than it is Elevated aboye 
our Heads. Nothing can bring us nearer tois, than 
a continued Series of Obſervations, and an exaCt En- 
quiry into every thing that occurs in the Stars, be- 
cauſe that this centinual Attention to their Motions, 
(making us perceive the groſs, and as it were palpable 
Errors of ancient Syſtems) gives Occaſion to Aſtro - 
.nomers toreform them. by little and little, and make 
them more conformable to Obſervation ;z to this pur- 
poſe, in theſe latter days, Men have ſo carefully ap- 
plyed themſelves to the perfecting of Inſtruments, 
Pendulums, Teleſcopes, and of whatſoever may any 
way bring the Heavens nearer to our Eyes, , 

In France, England, and Denmark, andin divers 
other Places in the World, they have elevated huge 
Machines, built magnificent Towers, as it were, to 


ſerve inſtead of Stairs to thoſe who would POT be 
=} this 
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' this new Road; and the Progreſs that many Obſer- 
yators have already made, is ſo :conſiderable, tharx 
one may hope ſor great Matters in future Ages; pro- 
vided Princes do continue by their Liberality, to up- 
hold ſach a toilſome piece of Work, This is, Sir, in 
general, what we have contributed towards it for our 

arc, | 
. Firft of all, we have been moſt converſant in Ob- 
ſerving the Eclipſes; and becauſe rhoſe of the Sun, 
haye more than all others, occaſioned Peoples Ad- 
miration ; we have been very diligentto improve all 
Occaſions that might ſeem favourable to us, Amongſt 
thoſe that offered themſelves, there chanced to be 
Two ſomewhat odd, and particular, 'and will afford 
ſome delight to the Curious. | 

The Firſt was the Eclipſe that happened about the 
end cf April, 1688, We knew that it was tobe Total 
in ſome Parts of China, altho' at Pekin; -where we ſo- 
Journed ſome time before, it was to be bur indifferent 
Great ; for yon know, Sir, there is a great difference 
between the Eclipſes of the Sun, and thoſe of the Moon : 
The Moon that hath only a precarious Light, is co- 
vered with real Darkneſs, when ever the Earth robs 
her of the Sun-beams, and doth not appear Eclipſed 
to ſome certain People, but that ſhe ar the ſame'time 
hides her Face from the Eyes of others in like manner. 
The $un, on the contrary, that is a Body of its own 
Nature, always Splendid, always Luminous, or rather, 
is light ir ſelf, can never be obfuſcated or darkned; 
and when the Moon, by covering it, ſeems to deprive 
it ofall its Luſtre; iris not the Sun that is Eclipſed, it 
is the Earth; ir is we indeed that do find our ſelves 
at that time all in Darkneſs. So that Aſtronomers 
would ſpeak more proper, if inſtead of Naming it an 
Eclipſe of the Sun, they would Name it an Eclipſe of 
the Earth, 

Thence it comes to paſs, that this Eclipſe is ar the 
ſame time yery ditferent, according to the differenc 
Regions 
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Regions where one is, inſornuch,. that if ſeveral Ob- 
ſervators at a diſtance one from another; were pla- 
ced upon the ſame Line drawn from. Eaſt to Weſt, 
ic might ſo happen, that the firſtwould ſee the whole 
Body. of the Sun, as itis commonly ſeen,. whilſt the 
ſecond would diſcover bur one part ofir.. : There ir 
would appear half covered, here it would be no more 
than an Ark of Light; and ſtill farther off,. iv mighc 
perchance totally diſappear. | 
- *_ It is likewiſe for the ſame Reaſon, that an Obſer- 
vator placed art the center of the Earth, would not 
behold the Sun Eclipſed, as we do here; now this 
Difference, which they term the Paralax, would in- 
creaſe, or decreaſe, according as this Luminary ſhould. 
be mote or leſs elevated above the Horizon; this is 
what the Chineſe were hitherto ignorant of, and of ' 
which, to this day, they have but a very ſuperficial 
Enowledge. As for the Indians, much leſs capable of 
being poliſhed, and refined than the Chineſe, they are 
always admiring ſuch wonderful Effets; infomuch, 
that the King of S:a»- demanded one day, if the Sun 
in Exrepe was the ſame with theirs in the /ndies, being 
it appeared at the ſame time ſo different in theſe two 
|; "mr | 

Wherefore we departed on purpoſe from Pckzn, to 
get to Hamches, a conſiderable City inthe Province 
of Chanb; where, according to our Calculation, the 
Sun was to be torally Eclipſed : Yet, it was not fo, 
becauſe the Longitude of. the Country was not yet 
perfetly known to us. The Heavens were that day 
extreme Serene, the Place very Convenient, our In- 
ftrument fitly Placed, and being Three Obſeryators, 
nothing was wanting that might render the Obſerva- 
tion Exact. | 

Amongſt the different Methods that may be made 
uſe of for theſe ſorts of Operations, we made choieg 
of Two, that ſeem?d to us the moſt Plain and Eafle ; 
The one was to look upon the Sun, with a Teleſcope 
of 


Mathematical made in China. 479 
bf Three Foot long, - in which they had placed at the 
focus objeftivm, Riticula or little Net, compoſed of 
Twelvelittle Threads of raw Silk, very ſmall, and E- 
qually diſtant one from another,yet ſo,that they might 
preciſtly'take-up all the ſpace of the Sun,  whofe Dia- 
meter appeared after this manner to the Eye, divided 
into Twelve equal Parts, ST 7, 2 
\ The Second confiſting-in receiving the repreſenta- 
tion of the Sun(by-a Teleſcope of Twelve Foot) that 
was painted upon a piece of Paſtboard, oppoſite to the 
Optic- Glaſs, at a- proportionable Diſtance; we had 
drawn upon the faid Paſtboard, Twelve little concen- 
trical Circles,” the biggeſt whereof, was equal ro the 
apparent Diſcus of the Sun. So that it was eaſie for 
us to determin, not only the Beginning, Duration, and 
End of the Eclipſe, which require no more but a fin- 
gle Optic-glaſs, anda well regnlated Pendulum; bur 
 alfoits Bigneſs, .or (as they commonly call it) its Quan-- 
tity,and the time that the Shadow,or rather the Moon 
ſpends incovering, or uncovering each part of the Sun: 
For notwithſtanding all theſe parts are equal amongſt 
themſelves, yet it doth not-therefore follow, that 
there is requiſite an equal Number of Minutes to go 
over them, becauſe the continual Change of the Para- 
lax, retards or puts forward the apparent Motion of 
the Moon. "= STLH | | 
There wanted but the 24th part to the total cover- 
ing of the Sun, and we determined it tobe an Eclipſe 
of Eight Digits and an half, (for ſo Aſtronomers term 
in) for to make their Calculation Juſt, they are wont 
to divide the apparent Diameter ofthe Planets into 
Twelve Digirs, and every Digittnto Sixty Minutes, 
In the mean time we obſerved firſt of all, that when 
Three Quarters of the Sun were Eclipſed, the Day ap- 
peared in a manner not at all changed by ir; nay, and 
we could hardly have perceived it, if we had nor had 
otherwiſe Notice of it; ſo that an ordinary Cloud 
was almoſt capable of producing the very ſame 
Eftect, SC- 
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Secondly, tho" ave: did inngTaz the height of the 
Eclipſe, ſec more- thania line. Ark of Light »yot 
might a, Mariread very .caliiyatrbeCourty the flual- 
kftCharaRer.; have ſeer ſome: Storms-thas.odſtu- 
red the biravenspe Witch: as they: were at thastime..- - 
Thwdly, -wecould byna means diſ\comer: any Star; 
| tho*we endeavoured it all we.could:- 91 ot 
pu which. re arey—yy ny gr 
fcurity, fince this Planet | 
fuch rime as the-Sun is 1H 
The Chineſe ponent ne were terribb 
med; imagining that the Earthovas going {nd ny 
invclopcd:in thick Darkneſs: --#hey an bide 
Noiſe. all abroad, to: oblige the-Dregen: to al ae 
It is ro this Animal that they arteibute all the-di 
pearances of the Scars; which cometo:;paſizſay: 
becauſe the Celeftial Dragon being Hungor-bit,;h | 
ar that time the Sun or Moon faſt berweenchis = 
with a defign to devour them. ' 
Aclength the Light returned by Jogrengactd caſed | 
the Chineſe of their r Troubls3 'but; we coritinued our 
Operation; comparing by different Calculationsy rhe 
Greatneſs, Continuance, and *Ending gfthis Eclipſe; ' 
with the different Tables of Ancient; ant Madern A- 
ſtronomers. There was alfo made at Pekis,”. Han 
chea, and in ſeveral other Citiesof Chize, the'very 
ſame Obſervations, which might have ſervedivo de- 
rermin the-Longitude of all theſe differentPlaces; if 
we hadnot had more fure, and ecafier Methods" to 
know 1t by. 
 Uponthe whole; this Obſervation affordedian Oc. 
cation to make ſome Refle&tions upon- ſeveral'ether 
Ectipſes, whereof Authors ſpeak diverſly. | Herodotus 
Lib. ts. relates that upon the very day that the King 
of rhe M:d-:s, -and the King of: the Zydians fought a 
bloody Barrel, the. Sun appeared totally. Eclipſed. 
The Combar, faith he, laſted-a Jang time with-equral 
Advantage on both ſ:dzs;"riltatlon aſadgen, thick 
Dark- 
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Darkneſs covered the-Earth, ind fora while ſuſpen- 
ded the Fury of the Soldicrs. Father Perats hath pla- 
cedrrhis Eclipſe in the Year beferethe Birth of 
me - Saviour, of the 9rty of FA altho' according to 
, it ought to be bur of 9 Digits 22 Mi- 
= , Without doubr, thar this Portion of 
the A Aroma was conſiderable enongh: to 'verifie 
ſuch-thick- Darkneſs which the Hiſtorians mention : 
Nevertheleſs, that is fo far from ſufficing, rhar our laft 
| Obſervation ought ro convince us, char fuch an in- 
different fe as that was, could not ſo mtich as be 
ſeen by ue Gombarants: $0 rhar it is much more 
neuey that this famous:Battel was fought in the 
car 585 on the 28th dayof ay, a Day whereon 
chere/thanced to be a total Eclipſe of the Sun. 

Father Petaw cannot difagree with us about this 
laſt Bclipſe, -but if we reckon it according to his Ta- 
bles,-we fliall find that it is but of 1x Digits 20 Mi- 
nutes, that is to fay, nor quite ſobig as ours; and for 
that Reaſon, we may ſuppoſe his Tablesto be defe- 
Rive, becauſe the 24th. Part of the Sun ſufficeth (as 
wo hays: obſerved) to make the Day pretty Clear 

withlkafiding the Hiſtory would inake us-believe | 
has it was 
darkeſt Nighe: 

In the Year $16, before the Birch of our Savi- 
our, Agat athofles King of S6ily, ſailing into Africa 
_ with his Fleec; bound for Carthage, the Sun totally 
diſappeared, the Stars were ſeen every where, as if it 
had been Mid- night 3 whereupon divers Aſtrono- 
mers, ant irticulatly Ricsiolms, are of Opinion, that 
ctve-ThHer? allow to this Eclipſe a Greatneſs, thar 

ones. pity near tat of the Total, do ſufficiently 

make out the Hiftory : Nevertheleſs, itis manifeſt by 
at we. heave Obſerved; rhat the Srars would never 
have been perecired, eſpecially in that brightneſs,and 

after that manner that Diodorzs and 7aftin ſay they” 

did, if {5 be thers- had been any ſenſible Parr of _ 

I 1 un 


are, yea, and even reſernbling the 
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Sun diſcovered, ,cxccps this Game Parr nat being eclip-! 
ſed, had: nat,been near the Horizon, as it.happened 
*in the. Year;;2.37, an the beginning of the: Reign of 
Gord:ante Zunor z for ati that Time the, Heavens were. 
ſo darkened, that it.-was impoſſible to know, one; ano- 
ther withaur Wax- tapers, at leaſt if. We give mw to 
Zulins Capitolinmn.. «; 

- The Second, Eclip/s. we obſerved, All: more. confi- 
derable than rhe former,. was ſcen,by Father Tachard, 
in his Voyage into the dudies, he was at/Seaon board 
an Holland Veſu,.and if,the Place; would have given 
him leave tamake.uſe of Inſtruments, we ſhould nc- 
ver. have, ſeen any thing more. "RGeneaus [KN this 
Subject. 

The. Eclipſe appeared Central, har is to Cay the 
Center, of the. Moon, was quite oppoſite to the Cen- 
ter of the. Sun.z but, becaule the apparent Diſews:of 
the Sun, was at that rime bigger than: thas-ofthe 
Moon,..there was ſeen in the Heavens, a bright Ring, 
qx.4 great Gircle of Light, and what is: moſt to; be 
wondred Art .on this Occaſion is, that Father Tachard 
aflures; us,, that this Circle was at leaſt a. Hingers- 
ith, .which would -not. agree, neither; with,the 
Tab es of ;ancignt Aſtronomers, nor. ofthe, Moderns:: 
bur.it is:no ſuch eaſie Matter, to make a juſt Eftimate 
Q, the bigneſs of-Luminous\Badies,- when one-judges 
only. upon, View:; begauſe- the - Light that ſparkles, 
and. reflets, cauſeth them evermore- to, appean nſw 
b;gger.than they really are. /-/» 

However, theſe ſort of Eclipſes which are called, 
Amnwulary Ecligſes are very.rare ; yea, and;fome;Ma- 
thematicians are. of Opinion; that there cannatbe any: 
at-all, becauſe they;ſuppole -asa thing.grarited;hy all 
hands, thar the. [ameter of the Mogn,! even! in-1ts 
Apogarm, that is,. At its greateſt Diſtagce: from the 
arch,. was alwayscither.equal to that of che Sun, or. 
Even ſent bly greater... 

..S0; likewiſe. Kepley- writing to - .Clavina, upon the 
Account 
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Account of an dntwulary Eclipſe that they had obſer- 
ved" at*Rowe op the vth. of April, inthe Year I567_ 
pretends that Mis Luminary Border was nothing an: : 
xs xtitrle "Crown 'of condenſed Air, "enflamed, .or 
cnlightned” by the Sun-beams, broken, or- refracted 
in the" 4moſphere of the Moon.” This laſt Oblervas 
rion nay be Hh )able of undeceiving thoſe who may 
have” perfiſted'obſtinately to follow the like Opinion, 
as well asto difabuſe Gaſſendus1 his Diſciples, who ima- 
gigthar the Sun cannor flow'over the Moon above four 
Minuces at moſt,” tharis co ſay, by ir's x8oth, Parr. 
Beſides! cheſs” Two'Ecliples , we have alſo ſeen | 
_ ſome'others'of tefler Conſequence, which I ſhall for= 
bear to mention, becauſe rey contain nothing Ex- 
traordinary.” Thoſe-of the Moon have moſt employ- 
e& our time, not only becauſe they are in a greater 
Number, but becauſe there is greater difficult to 6b- 
_ ſerve them well; 
"The brighter"the Sun is, the-more' ſenſible is' its 
deft} atidithe body of the Moon, very: dbſcure and 
opake of 1 1elf, depriving us-of the ſight of it, doch 
not; rmic usto doubt ſo much asone moment of the 
ning: or ending of its Eclipſe; but ir is not fo 
ror! the: Moon, . that does net loſe its Light but by 
degrees, "and by an almoſt* inſenſible Diminution. 
bu, the Experience we have of it, makes us betrer per- 
ceive all theſe difficulties, than the 'moſt profound 
Speculations.. Will you pleaſe, Sir, tolet me acquarnt 
you - few Words, what perplexes us the moſt, 'asto 
is Point. 
. The Earth. in ics different' AſpeQts it bears to the 
Surizharth always one half of its Globe enlighrned ; 
whilſt-its other Hemiſphere',muſt needs be in Dark- 
neſs, like'a Bawl chat is enlightened by a Wax-candle 
by Night, fo* thac on one tide there is a projection, 
as it were a long Tail of Shadow, in faſhionof a-Cbne, 
rhe point whereof is very far extended; and'loſerh' it- 
Ol arlepgeh inthe yaſt extent of Air, 
yo When 
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When,therefore the Moon by its particular Motion, 
paſſes hong this tenebrous' Space, the 'foferh her 
Light, and, becomes obſcure her feſfzBut now if' we 
could mark the very Moment wherein ſhe enters into 
it, and comes out again, we ſhould know exactly, the 
beginning and ending of the Eclipſe, dut ſeveral Ac- 
cidents, that. bappen at that time, do not ſuffcrusto 
obſerve it with fo'great.niceneſs. 

. Fixlt of all, a long time before the Moon rouches 
the Shadaw, I but juſf now mentioned, its orientak 

| Border i i enlighcened only by a ſmall Portion: of the * 

. which the Earth deprives hes of by lirtfe and- 

w» , and by piece- meal * ſothatar rhartime;there is 

to. boſeen a kind of Smoak that OI: inſen- 

ſibly upon. the Body of thi , Which often pre- 

cedes the real. Shadow a rect of an Hour ; cps | 
this Smoak always increaſes, according asthe Ectj 

* approaches,.it is ſo confounded and. Hixed with t 
the Shadow, that it is amoſtimpoſſible 
\ "from it,, So that nejther Experience, 


deginning, of! 
to. diſtinguiſh. 
nor Application, nar yet the beft- Teleſcopes, can 
hinder, an able Obſcrvator from miſtaking. ſometimes. 

One. Miqute,. nay, and ſometimes Two. 
"Secondly, when Lay, that the Eclipſe is cauſed by 
the” interpoſition of the Terrefirial Globe, it. is not 
that the Moon is then plunged into its Shadow, which. 
never reachcs. farther than Fifty Thouſand Leagues, 
ſuppoſiog. .the Earth's Diameter to. be  x146 Sea+- 
Leagues, whereas the Moon, even in her Perig ann, 
is sbove. 57000 Leagues from the Earth: But.the 
Globe. of. the Earth being encompaſſed with' a' thick 
and. grofs Air, which we call ics Atmoſphere, which 
the Rays cannot quite penetrare ;, there is cauſedby 
the interpoſition' of thoſe” Vapours anew Shadow, 
whoſe, Diameter, and Length, do farſurpaſs the rrue 
Shadow of. the Earth.” Now theſe Vapors*arc ſomuch 
the more Tranſparent, as they are the- more Remote 
fromus z z whence it comes to paſs, that they alſo make 
a more 
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a more faint Shadow at che beginning and end'ot the = 
Eclipſe, and conſequently, they £do not afford that 
Liberty.to'OQbfervacors, ro-deermin them with any 
exactnefs. © " | 
You may+ underſtand by that, Sir,, why we often 
diſcover the Moon, yea, at the very height of che. 
Eclipſe, ſo far as-to. diitingwſh Her (ſmalleſt Spars; 
why ſhepaints her (far thattime inſo various Co- 
lors, forſhe appears Red, Aſh colored, lron-gray, 
Bluiſh or fornewhac: inclining, t@ Yellow, in'omuch, 
that he.feems ro-be her ſelf ſenſible of.. ber failings, 
and ſhews certain figns of herdifferent Paſſions, You .*- 
ſee omthe contrary, why in ſome certain Ecliples, ſhe 
. cotally diſappears,and feals quice out of our fight, Al 
this doth no queſtion happen from the Nature of. this 
Atwoſphere, '\which. changes perpetually, and there- 
y: produces theſe Liflerent effects, - y Et, 
-1n che-Third Place, when the Moon. begins to grow þ 
darkinearthe flarizon, it is yet more difficult ro ob« 
ſerve wellthebeginning ofirt;z and a Man muſt take 
ſpecial notice, that-the tie of this apparcns begin- 
ning; compared with the time of its endings; doth not 
give you the middle of the Eclipie exattly, becauſe - 
the Vapors arte much more groſsatthe Horizpn, than 
they are at Thirty or Forty. Degrees of Elevation, 
Fourthly, altho the dire&t Rays of the Sun do not 
paſs throughthe 4t-roſphere of the arch, yer are there 
a great many of them, that curning aſide, or as they 
ſpeak by being broken by refraition, may enlighten the 
Barder of the Moon, and cenſeguently hinder the 
Shadow4rem being exactly Terminated; EO 
Fifthly,it ſometimes cometh topaſs, that the Sha-. 
dow begins to touch the Oriental Edge of the Moon, 
at the: place. where the Spots are more obſcure than 
#hofe of the Qccidental Border, iwhich makes, thar..a 
Maneannor judge equally of the end and the Begin= 
ning 3 we owe, Sir, all this Refining, of Aſtronomy, to. 


the modern Obſeryators: The Ancients went more 
| lis roundly 
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roundly to work in this matter, 'and Tyco Brahe him- 
TIE, did nor Yer hir of it withall his Sabtiky.' "| 

Bur the Moderns - have been more ingenious 'to 
find out theſe Difficulties, than tofind out anExpedi- 
ent tofurmount them; and we havemore than ohce 
experienced in our Obſervations, that ir isnot with- 
out extreme; Trouble, that one arrives at that exadct- 
neſs, whichis required by the Learned of our” Age ; 
yet have we this Advantage, that we are a'great ma- 
ny Obſeryators together, and that we are: able' by 
communicating our Nofions and Doubrs one to ano- 
ther, to come nearer the Truth.: Beſides the Heavens 
have ſipplied us with'a great many Eclipſesof the 


Moon ; and there hath but few Years paſt, butwe 


: 


might have obſerved one or.two. be:? 3 
* Butamongſt this greatNumber, that which hap- 

ened on the Eleventh- of December 1685, was the 
moſt favourable to us;*we were at thartimear 2m : 
TheKing rowhom we had predicted it, .and whode- 
fired to\try the goodneſs'of our Tables, was fb ſurpri- 
ſed by cogferring wharhe did behold,” with our Fre- 


diftion, that from#har very time," he had ſome 


thonghts of detaining us neat his Perfon z or ar leaſt 
to ſend Tome body -rofind our fone French Aſtrono- 


mer in Exrope for hitn. © He offered of his own accord 


. ro build'a magnififeat Obſervatory forus at Louveas, 


"to render" Aſtronomy; if poſſible,” as famous in [ndia, 


"Succeſs in this new/ Undertaking; but it:1s i 


» 


as it was become in” Europe, ſince the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Royal Obſervatory in Paris;* And certainly, 


*if ever the Stars were'the Preſage of future Events, all 


happy 
tine 


# **4 


ſenſible Courſe of the Planets, rhat rule our Deſti- 


the Heavens ſeemed then; to promiſe us an. 


onfequences .are_Writ- 


'nies here below ; they proce from an hjgher'over- 
"ruling Power, and'ell their Conſequences are wri 
' ter} in-that myſterious Beok of divineProyjdenct, 
* which before all ages hath determined the different 
"Events of this World, 7 OY, 


£3 This 
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This Projec& of the King -of Siam, ſo favourable 
to. France, £o-nacur al Sgiences, and to.Religion, was 
quickly put.in.execurioa# but che Neath of that good 
Prince overthrew!it almoſt: in. dit Inftanr, -,and chan- 
ged the Face of all things. The Troubles that then 
arole, forced. ous. Mathematician Miſſionaries toab- 
ſent chemſelves,,and thereby. cagſed, .if | may ſo ay, 
a kind. of an«Echpſe, - which hath. ſo long deprived 
thoſe People ofthe Exropean Sciences, and. Light of 
the Go pel.: Yet theſe Clouds begin to bediſpelled, 
They are very earneſt to have us come back again : 
but we bave learnt, by.wofal Experichce,, not to-rely 
to mY pan, the good Will of Man, but-to place 
al ,our Confidence in him, who alone can when-it 
ſeems good to him, bring Light out.of Darkneſs. 

This laſt Eſſay, ;forall thar, hath been of ſomeU;e 
by Aſtronomy, aud we can ;afſure you, that the Lu- 
narEclipſes obſerved at Siam, ' Lonveau, Fontichery., 
1B, Nankim,. Kiam chas, and at Canton, with ſe 
nh. other Places of the Eaſt,” will nat, only contri= 
bute to the regulating the Celeſtial Morions, but like- * 
wiſe tothe perfeQting Geography.;.. © 

_ Altho the SCience of Comets be not of ſo. grand MW 
nſequence,, yet it is not leſs,admirable z nay,  me- 
ks the Curiolity. of the Learned; ſhould beſo much 
the. wore ſpur'd,on to at.cmpr, ſomething , this- way, 
as it.is more difficulc ro fatisfie it; as to this Point, for: 
It is Woe an,probable, that the Wit of Man will 


nor be.ablein 


Pej 


blein.along time, to dive 1 into the borrom of 
thelc Piraeus Phenomena. 
NM cts are ſo Rare, of ſo ſhatt Continuance, and 
ſo di fterenramone(t themſelves, thar if they be pew. 
Bodics, | that are, formed and deſtroyed inthe Hea- 
VEnsS ;_iTis very hard; and in a manner impoſlible ro. 
lay down} gene) [Rules of their-Motions, or ro prog- 
noſticate their. ppearance, and Continuance, if they 
te ral Plapets. .. 
We haye had the opportunity to obſerye two of 
I 1 4 them 
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them; the firſt was'ſoen ine Province i in the'King- 
- dom of Sia#z;0ntheCs e-towards' the 
Sea-coaft. It was in the Month of Avguft 1686. Ic 
cut the Equaror, paſſing from:Northto Sourh; in the 
_ #xrth Degreciof right Aſconfion ;, andits own parti- 
; euilar Motion thar brought ir Rilknoarthe Sun,. quite 
abſoepri ir, atleſt, into' the Sun-bearss: - 

The Second appeared at Pont: , Melaces,- and 
Peksn,in the” Month'of December; 1689. -tty'/Motion 
was contrary to#bar ofthe former,'-1t removed from 
the Sun, and'carne nearer che Southern Pole, running 
over the Conſtellations, Zupas and Centenrun,whete 
it diſappeared in che beginning: of [anmary' hi the 
enfuing Year,” 

If we have but a ſmattering i in the Science off G- 
mers, yet in recompence we are ſufficiently inftrutted 
- in what relates to Planets; -and-whatour -Aﬀt 
mers have diſcovered at Paris, fince the Gi of 
ment of the Qb:ervatory, is already matter of GCom- 
fort ro-us, for the: "RIgug ces or "gporanog rs the 
Ancients. | 

Amongſt the 4iffotene ways of going nick how 
£o determin'their-place in /the Heavens;: 'the moſt 
plain, and -withal the moſt exact, is,.. torakemctioagt 
their ConjunRtion with the? fixe! Stairs. © Tr' isoncar 2 
Thouſand'Years ago, /thatSemre thehigheſt of all the 
. Planets appeared cloſe by the Equator,-'and neat”. a 


Star of the Third Magnitude, fituare inthe Southern | 


Shoulder of Yirge,'\ Tyc40 in his/ rime/obſerved ir in 
the ſame Sign; and. we a!ſo.have ſeen ir:near Spira 
Firging, but with this Advantage, that. the Tele- 
ſcopes we-made ule. of, makes our Obferyation;Tm1« 
comparably-more exaCt;, thamehboſe of the Ancients ; 
who, for thar purpoſe, made only'uſe-of theirnaked 
Eye, always defed.ive, arſuch a greatdiſtance, tſp 
_ cialy;jn: r&ſpett of rherStars,, whoſe\:apparent»D Ole. : 
merer. is atigmentcd.by the Light, ad bra akin ot 
Cows of Tparkling Rags, * Ts tothe Language 


of 


bn 
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of Aſtronomers, that refle& from-their whole body, - 
which makes-it - many» Times appear! where indeed. it - 


+ 


 Wherea »gnod Triefeopy: makes:them leſs glirte- 
ring, roundythem,. gives them their truc Bigneſs, and 


ſo appraaches thenyro the:iEyes,' that one does like- 


wiſe diſtinguiſh ther fromone -another, cyen when 
rhey couch oneanother at the Edges, or Borders, and 


when'chey are juſt upon uniting tqgerher. - © 
| ch Caine theplace of Afars, by the ap- 

oaching of xwo Stars of the 550 ion 8: Head, tha 
of the-Moon, by her ConjunCtion: th the Antares, 
ar Heartof the Scorpion, andthar of YVenw, that paſſed 
near a Star of the Third Magnitude belonging ro the 
ſame-Sign. Fn © 7660 00'S | 
_ .*: This. ConjunAtivh»of fwpiter and Mars tharhap- 
pocd abour theend of Febraary, '1 687, did alſo take 
ipſeveratdays;: We were at that fime at Lowyras, 
where the King of :S:4w,.; who took 2 pride in Atro- 
nomy; did obſerve it in Perſon-with-an -carneſtneſg 
and uneafineſs, thar ſhewed more of Spperſtition 
__- He hadafancy that rhis Conjunttion ' would be 
« faral-ro hjmy and .thar-it was anfafſiredprognoſti- 
cation-of/ his Dearh,-* We iendeavoured, - but all-in 
vain, ito undeceive him, by M.*Conffance his principal 
Minifter:of Scare, whom we wade apprehenſive, 
thavche Evencs of this lower World have no Commuy- 
nicationWwith'the particular Motion of the Planets ; 
and, that altho' our Deſtiny ſhould depend thereon, 
yet theKing was no more. concern'd inir, than che 
moſtabject of his Subjedts, for whom che Snn and rhe 
Srars:ido as well -turn round, 'as forthe greateſt 
 Porentate pt Q Fre! me 7 

Nevertheleſs theſe Reafons, nor abundance of q- 
thers,: couldifer- him co rights; He ftill maintain'd 
\thathis Reignwasnortzo laſt long, andthat he ſhopjd 
he adead Man within a few days. In efict he died 
Fo 5, ; . | iP the 
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the next Year z. but it was in. vain for him to ſeek for 
the cauſe of his death in the Heavens, which. he car- 
ricd abour him for, ſeveral Years ; an, habitual .Di- 
ſtemper did extreamly..trouble him at that very rims, 
and that, without doubt, was ve true grqpnd of his 
Fear and Prediction; . 

[ do not know, Sir, whether of or 00 theſe Obſerya- 
tions will appear fGogular and od 3 you,z gr me- 
thinks, this at leaſt whichI am going to "hay the ho- 
nour of relating to you, does a little Alerts) your at- 
rention. I 

You know that Merowry hitherto hath been the 
leaſt known,, and, (if I may ſo fay) the leaſt tratable 
of all the Planets : Always abſorpt in the Rays of the 
Sun, or inthe vapours ofthe Horizon, he continually 
flies ir.ſeems, all the courtings and careſſes of Aftrono- 
mers, -who arepurtto, as muc 'riouble to. fix him in the 
7 as Ch ymiſts are to fix their Mercury upon 

art | 

We read i in the lifeaf Clartimagne,” that the Ma- 
thematicians of his cimes,deipairing of eyer being 
able to obſerve him well, when he was the farchett r re- 
mote from the ,Sun,, Sraroprr th ip find be in bi 
Sun It. Fell, ag # A'S Lea 
fometiq a pals... L Jt 
him.in.tf Month! of "dp 


wonder Epiodh Obſervation uf have been ae ro 
wake them, Judge that this was Mercury, whois fo far 
from ſpending eight days.in running oyer ſuch a ſtile 
ſpace, that he muſt, according to his natural courſe, 
finiſh icin a very few bours ; beſides that, it 1$_ut- 
terly impoſſible for a Man to. perceive him i n- the SUD), 
without the help of a Teleſcope, and that teo, f, very 
good one, FN eas therefore they then ſaw, or Tiphe: 
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. fed to-ſee,' was, without doubt, a Spor,-.notzunlrke: 


thoſe that have ſo often appeared ſince, but-.bigger 
than ordinary, and conſpicuous envugh to: =g diſco- 
vered by the bare ſight. + i 

Gaſſendu was more fortunare, Anz Malina the 
ſeventh of Newember. The Obſervation /he'made of 
It hath rendered bim-ſo famaus, that fome_ Authors 
rodo him Honour, have dedicated their Books ro-hiuw, 
as a Perſon.to, whom. Aſtronomy was, infinitely obli+ 
ged: Someothers alſo have ſignaliz'd themfelves:by 
this curious difquiſition z weare the laſt thar havebad 
occaſion to itviratechem, but our Obſervatiop perad+ 
venture may not deſerve the meancſt, cliegn;of all 
thoſe whichhave been made,” 7; oof yo gry 2:99 
We were -at: Canton,. a. Maritime Town of Ghine; 
and pretty well known by the ExropexnsTrafficks We 
apply'd our ſelves to the. pardeylay! ſtydying; of the 

Motion of this Planet, and that madeus judge, thar 
it would nor'be alrogether.iimpotlible co diſcoverirt in 
the Sun, cnthe tenth day of November, 1699. to'thac 
.wE Prepared two: excellent Telle{copes, the'one 
of 5 foot, hat bore a 7:ticala equal tothe diameter, 
divided into, ewelve equal parcs, and; the--other .of 
twelve. footywith irs revicaia;compoſed of four Threads, 
one "whereof repreſented. a Parallel, andrhe ather the 
F [cridian,, the two others: 'cur: them at the: Angle af 
Vrty five degrees ; wEalſy.redtified our Penilulyms.: 
Befides allthis, the Heavehswere exceeding clear and 
ſerene ;. and; bating the Wind, which was alittle vio- 
lent, we could wiſh for nothing to the exactnels of 
our Obſervation. 

; Mercury appearedtous likes black voi or: ſpeck, 
which enrring into the body of the Sun, : run over-. it ; 
In three hours anda half; or thereabouts, we exactly 
obſerved its. time, entrance,: departure, jts diſtance 
from the Eclipric, its apparent ſwiftneſs,-Jongituge 
and diameter.:'. We underitaodghkewle by that, with 

the greateſt certainty in the World, that chis Planer | 
ha h 


LY 


" IIS + 
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ach no proper light of irs own; that its Body is O- 
paks, andthariris atleaft;ſomerimes feſs diftant from 
us than the Sun, the which could nor formerly be de- 
termined bur only by'conjectures . 
'We-owe, Sir;>theſt fine Diſcoveriesto the Ilnven- 
tion of Optic-plafſes and Teleſcopes, aswedo a great 
"other chings, whichinthettfarrer Apes are the 
Subjetof rhe' New Aftronomy,: So-thatas by:means 
of Microſcopes,” we multiply che moftfimple-Bodies, 
and e the moſFminure, and almoſt inſenſible 
ones; fo likewiſe by help of theſe Teleſcopes, we ap- 
proach toour Eyes the meſt diſtant Obje@sz:-and do 
abridgethols infinite fÞaccs thar ſeparate the Firma- 
mentfrom*rhe Earchy Art havingin a manner forced 
Nature'to' foffer Men 'to have free:commerce with: 
Heaven for-time to come, and let Mathematicians 
enter more iy into a kind of Society with the 
Stars, - 24450 
- We" find; at preſenr, Mountains and: Precipices i in. 
the Moon, we diſcernits leaſt ſhadows, that increaſe - 
of decreaſe, aecording-to:the differenc poſture; ofthe 
Sunz'we meafurs the macrle of Planets; iw have: A 
ſhrewd gueſs of their Colours, Latitades, of 
cultarenbited about their Gender. 4cis by*thar, :thar 
men have perceived th rodigious Ring that appea- 
redintheArr, nded aboutSarars in form of a Vault, 
or ike « Bridge;that would ericompaſs the whole Earth 
without Arches, without Piles, without anyotherſip- | 
port, beſide the: uniform weight, and ys continui- | 
ty of its parts," = 
___ - Galliles, andminy other. Aſtronomers, haveie vain - 
puttheir Breins'on the rack"toexplaia this Myſtery; 
they look'd upon this Planerasandther (Proteu,always' 
_ changing, always differing rem ir ſelf 3'to day\round, - 
then oval, by and by Armed with rwo Anſa: of Hah- 
dles, tharopened of , accordingito the time of #lic 
Revolation of elſegccompanied withtwolittle Stars 
| thayvaulted up and down withour” ever — "q 
aſtly 


/ 
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Laftly, cutinthe middle with # broad a 
thing-band, whoſe extremities were extended far de+- Y 
yond ies Sphere. y 
We have a ſong time etantngd this wonderful. 
Worls of the Otnnipotence ofour Crearor; and not 
withſtanding "we cannot but admire Af.- Hagen his 
Ingenuity” who hack: reduced toſuche plain and fa-:: 
cite Syſtem,/ all theſe ſeeming irregularities, | yer for”; 
all rhat, wemuſtconfeſs that we are ignorant of mucty- 
more'of it, thanthar Rare - to 
difcover tous:” 
_ Iris efs difficult. to curtain the- different Figures 
of Mars, "Mercury, and Y:nns, which:appeared. rous 


ſometimes ronnd;ſometimes z#bboſe, ſometimes dieoto-- 
mifſed, andever and anon in faſhion-of & Bow, . or ' 
Sickle; and the'trath is, when Yenx approaches the: 
Son; and when the is befides:in her Prrogenny heap», 
pears in the Telefcope ſo little different from the new 

Moon, that” it*ts very eſs oof one to commir- a 
miftake: 


a Chimeſe weltms 
oft le skitt in-Aftrone-: 
rers, he | keaguye :doube, bur preſently” 
g safſenr, : -anif making H1m- at the ſame take 
roi of rhe Moon,-at' a 11 the Heavens: nor- 
far reniores He'cried-our for-joy, aud rold me theny + 
that .ht now* comprehended'thar which had aways 
perplexr him. 7 did-not know; fays he ſerioully, how- 
the Moon couta Facesſoroften, aud appear ſomes" 
times in thewax, and ſometinres in the wane - but now- [ 

perceive it's @ Body compoſed of ſeveral Parts, which ſome- 

times i taken in picces; andithew joyn'd to gether agary' af- 
rey ſonne cerrain timer; eine, a lu, orvacbaf of 

i:.0m onefide, and-one half on the other. | | 
, The Knowledge alfo that we have: acquired by" 
Telcſcopes, concerning the: number: of che Stars, is 
likewiſe ' more'cnrious. . That hinge Fecia thar em-' 

Wy altmoft the-whote Heaven, which they come * 
monly 


Wake mma tac caur 
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_ monly: call for whitenels the milkyavay, is a compe- © 
rics..of, an:iafinire number» of minute Stars,*cach one . 
of which-in-particular,” hath no trength-enough ta | 
afet-our-Eyes;: no more can-the Nebuloſe, whoſe 
dim-and: confaſed Eight is. like 'to a Jiette Cloud; or 
head af-a,Gomet; ,yer-it-is:a.compound. of ſeveral 
Stars;{0 they; reckon. chirty/fiv of chem in:char of 
Praſepe aycri,-qewenty one: 1nithagof.Orionz! forty in 
the.\Plitad:s, - ewelve: in the fingle' Star; that: 4 op 
the middle of the Sword: of Orion, five; hundred in . 
cheextent of ewo-degrees ofthe ſame Conſtellation, 
apd wo thoufand-five hundred in the. Whole Sign; 
wich þ th. given-occaſion | ro ſome to. imagine, that | 
aniſmberofthem-is infinite,” + > SARALS ADs |. 
».Ac leaftivisrruc that the prodigioisbigneſ#of Each . 
Sear, which, according-to: ſome, aiffer bur lictle from 
the Sun;z:thavieroſay,vhoſeGlobeis perhaps a thou- | 
ſand tines biggeeichan that-of the —_—_ which never- 
rhcleſs appears butas'a Point in Jonah. ought 
ra Convince us of the vaſtextentof chisUniverſe, and. 
of che.nfinite. Power -of its Author. .. - EIT 
- I cannar;Sir;- finiſh this Diſcourſe, _befbre-1 fave 
ſpoken of, ſorne Obſcryations gabte 7; | 


ng 80+. hh wain of bigger nes, Which were .Uete- 
- hed in our Age they OE os Rds, 
Zapiter, and: Mars;'8ec. ſome nearer, and ſome farther. 
off from the cenxer of-their motion 5 rfiey-ſeulk-ſorne- 
times behind their Body;{ſometimes again they are 
 plungedinto/their ſhadow, from whence they come. 
_ qut.moreſplendidy nagy//even happens, that when. 
they. are herween the:SutFand their Planery they E- 
elipſe onepart of it I have ſometimes beheld with a. 
great deal of delighty a-black- Point, that rium pon 
the diſcus of 7upiter, -which'one would havetaken for 
a blemiſh, yer in-«ffect was nothing ele but the ſha- 
dow of ane of theſe Satellites, that, cauſed an- Eclipſe: 
apen its;G!obe,, as rhe: Moon does-upon the Earth 

2 when 


when her Interpofition-#he-deprives it of the Sun's 
Light. ->We:do. not know for what particuſar uſe Na- 
ture hath-deſignedtheſe' Satellites in the Heavens, but 
that which we:Aſtronomers make uſe of them, is ve- 
ry. uſeful for-the perfection of Geography ; and ſince 
Mc Gafſini hath-communicated his Tables to the Ob - 
fervators,: one may cafily, and1n a very ſmall time, 
de | {Longitude of the principal Cities'of the 
World :Infomuctitharif the irregular motion of Ships 
would permitusto make uſcof the Teleſcopes at Sea, 
the $ciexice of-Navigation would be perfect enough to 
make king Voyages with a great deal of fafery. 

.We pbſerved the immer/ions and emerſions of the 
Satellites Jovjs at, Siam, Lowvuean, Pontichery, at the 
Cape i of Gasd Hope, and in ſeveral: Cities 'of China; 
bur the rating made at.Nywpoand Chambay,that 
are the-moſt: Eaftern Cities, -have reduc'd+ the: great 
Continent'to its rue limits, by.cutting off above five 
hundred Leagues from the Country,'that never ſubſi- 
ſted bur in .the unagmriag of the ancient Grogra- 

irs: 1 ſpec of mhar reſpects the perfetion 
| graphy;1ſhalleclbyoumoreover; that wehave 
taken, rt le the Laticude of bs, 
—_ andche.moſt conſid e Citiesof the Eaſt, by 
othermethods;:! Firſt, By a greatinumberof Ob- 
atio about Meridian Altitides:.of the Stin and 
Stars, Secondly, (By divers Maps and Sea'Charts, 
that out/Voyages have-given us-occaſion to invent or 
perfect. 2i;T have a Rattier, or Directory, for —_— 
out.theGourſe of a Veſſel from-1V:mpo! to/Pekin, and 
n: Pekin. to Hamcheg, where wehaveonted no- 
thing-that may; any;way-:contribute to' the perfett 
knowing of the Country, ſo thatahe' particttfarities of 
it:is.i{my opinion too largey;.nay, and'even too trou= 
bleſome to thoſe,;who,. in. theſe ſorts of Relations, do 
| MT ſeek after delight thanprofic. 
wl. aſe alſo. by. me che Courſe of the Riyers that 
| tead 
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cad from Nankim toiCenton,.it is the Work of two 
or three months; and a tedioys one too I ll affure yous 
when ane, would do things.to purpoſe: The Map is 
cighteen Foorlong, and cach minuce takes up above 
four Lines, or the third part of an-lach, ſo.thatallche 
By ways, . the. breadth; of . the River ,- the-ſinalleft 
Iſlands, and leak Cities are:there exattly-and-accu- 
rately ſer down, We hadalwaysthe econ pier 
our hand, and we always took care toabſeeve cverand 
anon upon the Road, the. Meridian Altitude 
particular Star, to corre@oureftimategand det 

more exactly the: Latirude of the principal Cities of 


Whereupan, Sr, 1 cannot forbear: naking 
refledtionsinthis Plage, which may-one. ay bo ufeful 
perhaps for-the reſalving-a material-Problem in Phy- 
ſich,  Men-are:notyet ſures. whetherall Seas in the 
World. be upen.the':level one with another. The 
generous Principles of. form. pong will have 
Ir, that all-Liquor ofthe ſame Kind, | 
cate one With-another;: do ſpread, ini ormly,.: rhe 
by their awn. weight, or 4 ng, cn py Air 
and at laſt rake-the ſamg ad of 
riments are inthis Point pret V:cangruc h 
yer. ſome later-ReticCtionghaveRarted & doubr + 
ther or no the. Sea had-nor really 4ome "Zneli 


and were not more 'dlevated inns! certain place, 
than inethers. : What drouching 
laſt Map, [ burnow mentioned, ſeeins tob 
Opinion...» pi 
For inthe Draningrs af Coen, ho Kianſh, is tobe 
ſeen a Mani ont cl which-iſlues rwo Rivers,, the 


one flaws.toward, che. Sou hz: and afceric has watered 
fifry. Zountryy it-dificmbogues into the 

Sea near the City of Yamtohes, the other flows con- 
rrary, v4... tothe North,:crofſcs ſeveral: Provinces for 
the ſpace of two: hundred Leagues,” and turns aſide 
inſenhbly, and enters into the Eaſt Sea, or. Sea of a+ 


pan, 
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pas; .inſornuch that the embonobenrs,” ormouths of the | 
wo: Rivers 200 not face. one from another (fy 'OUN Y 
d Lea ues or thereabouts, | 


urſs, chan theſe of Pond 
--Wheve both:of cher meer, have a different 
—_— re yo. 
nor fpeal , Sirzpf Gwent otber Maparrhere- 
have;reforr j d part of the Coaſts:of Coromandel, 
', Peſcherie, olucca, Mergai, and of Cambeje, be- 
aut ohey haveinor yer aragined; co that Yer, 
r wehe + og be able to e them--her 


; wits ergy ect | of-the chic 
ng lab are: Ot Me ey ih bythe may 


[ET porandumsy i liele pl 
. «they have purpoſely. 
prin us.of-the ; PRI" of it. 


oO | Fe wot. pt 


ſelves-r0 


fer we 
Wo. 


andsy Riv FT untaine; . 7k Crack oee 
ule any way Mn >. 5. Provin- 
2g. andemghtconduce in F1MG-40.COME, to COUANEn. 
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examine ' 


There 2g A 
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fits i've ten your non 
ye room cn, wo 


Ptoncs , wth a wild 


the [Aninzativbees 


kg whoſe lictle 


Tis Seed, rliey es - 
bim Y my chat-yery ee 


A. x 


yd Olfervations Mather and 
: fm 5the Thft; ; aid hſeficle flight 


fy ci 


h ſort of F REA : Dl wo# | Is 
ATY af fabtilous' 
Teſt! 10 5-4 wt 8 6 9 

= By Gao 


ir ben: ndy' Fa little, like a” Kay 14&Hath'Bes 
{nce," ir makes*uſe of its two Moms is | 
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Village is in a manner as well-favourcd as:theirs: of 
the Cape.of Good Hope; but the Body- is all over co- 
vered -with a white, black, or-grey Wooll: astoche 
reſt, it CTievex; Hy like. a Child z-the whole outward 
Aftion is: fo bees, and: che Paſſions ſo lively and 


ſignificant, that dumbgglca can/ſcarce; expreſs: 
their Conceptions and Mpperires. . They do elpeci 
ally appear 0: x be-of-yery kind Naturg,;/ and to ſhew” 
their Aﬀectiona.to Perſons they: know and love, they. 
embrace them; y, and kiſs them wither: Inf ports thar ſur. 
priſc'a- M; 


” +.” 


we meer 1 F Sj 
dren, chas 


S *% *- & 8.7 F-45'& 
* tab. Bs POty” 


er and flight is incre- 
e beyond exprefſion'to ſcethem run 
| (Shi , here they omerines ply 
afticulas nam eh pt 0 lhon- 


ied: ef a - Rs & they. Dpaiſe 
pl ghgently ro,try; them- 
np Fi und abour 
299 as a, Wheel, ora 
As mortign;z/( ſomeximes holding 
ly. with-their Jong, Fingers, and 
Body-fall into the- Air, they run 
t0,the other, and come: back a- 
£ -ſwifcneſs.; There is/no Poſture 
L tate, je pea they f | 


in E x thts Wer a.. "= rorling El 


ro thed, &'. corps 
i 8 0 'Y FF" » , 


ley, ice Eyes, Read, Belly, #re 
although i it hath four parts; a8 Li 


* —”- 


kh OP I”; PIs.” 
$45 4 "\ kX £ 
. ” IE 
* : 
L | 


ra AN more prettily with” « 
urey: nevertheleſsit is angry, and * 
ws harliog'at that 
+ @- wilt be 


$1 


_— Boot ies hg he | P vc 
—_ chis reſp, 


do not car, "ehey are preſent Poiſon, and'tha " 


"7 
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| Ears ſo Ethe Eycs,. 


"os ly g 
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out Relief; theyicall them Cobrg, capels:; ſame orhers 
are ſhort, and ofa griangayar ,Forrm,..ſothat they al- 


ways creep upor' one of ibcj three Kace S 5 others. al- 
ſo are fill more odd; have 09 Tail, oe Lxtremicies 


are ecrminared. by two Heads ;& 
pearance, but very ang, in "S 
om apron dr, ot FA 


6h ph jides al hexeſt. of 


but, if Lam not ri aken, 1 have 1 - £ 
Honourto Fahey with you ab 16 them 


PTharethad = Os ;Sr, 
jp ego hundred C ats, out h 
| rovgen: Cota 'S, al th 4 2K f ay: - thoſe chat are 
e Herbal of Chin, 


fo Obfervainei# Muben aiak TY 


lamethe: Tohgroen when , they, can ſtrike their Fing 
intot 

1forbeat alt he ther r Wonders of the Sea, thatno 
ways come thare'of thoſe in the Heavens and i inthe 
Earth, "that 1'may ſpeak more particularly of halo 
we have learn'd of the Birth, Nature, and. Fiſhing 
of Pearl” *You my aſſure your ſelf, that” theſe are 


of rhiar kind of (on pon which the Publick 
ma rely ; ' for et five them ' fran .the, Fountain 
head. This i is what Fat her Bonther, The / ifſionary 
of Madbve, 80g Into & 


y the Ba p as "a Teft me 
his own ſelfin Writing, © "F 
"Men Kn know well engagh; 
dered in SHO O fſter for 


[ws 6 [ay OC- 

f herit, or the 
s Filning 1s exceed- 
JAC If Tag es eres 
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| there” are twent Divers, 

| th his two AMIſea dts, "which. for that 
Reafonthey call the ne. Afans;* in; fine,” the 
Gain is difioby ibute rer the owing mMarmer; each 
Diver 


which hath ſometimes amounted to.a 
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Dier is bound to pay fix Crowns to the Hollanders, 


Million... Every 


eight days they fiſh one whole day:for the profit of 


the Skipper of the Bark ; 


he firſt. throw. of the Nets 


is for him ; they give the third part of what remains 
to the Aſſiſtants, the Surplus beloggs to the Divers. 


yerthe Hollanders du 
to diſpoſe of it as they? 
Wretches da. fre 


not 4 give them | 


Ve ; 


$0 that theſe.,poor 


: 70 of their hard Fare, -and 


bewailcheir Loſs, when. they think of che time they. 
lived. under the Dorvinion ns 


aring themſe 


1s is the manner of 


Fleet bar na as far a ſeyon.eightgten fathony-. 


Water, ' off of cerrain huge. Mc 


copious Fi bing 


vis Belly-a good big 


ane to ; oy fs) 


they quiic x aw it into the Bark b' 
Cad WO ſethe Oyſters are _ 
they ſurround their, fingers 
f hurting them .in; pul- 
ſome ot ers alſo uſe 


ling 


Rh 


200N aſter caing Anchor,eyery 


ot CG herich violence: 
Iron Forks hap ſame purpoſe, 
; '&V T Diver Carrie | 


bottom of the 


great Net, in fa 


| ONT ich, Ky 


of Fo | the Water, 
. beſides. 
pin 


64, 


ſhion 


Nect by along Rope,..the 
. the fide of the Barks 


Sack! is "ie: tc ereccngs 


5. the 


E Oyfters they pick up 
during 


MESTAggy Rocks; igoching 
Cwich in their way. | 


epth ſo ever they be, rhe; 
chit hey diſcern ew happens in r the 
en they 5 zpor hich 6 y 


chemſe yes by 
harh py © i 


, 


| good, or-ba locks i I napght 
alirtle to —— n -M Te "y by 


require it, 


ci 


' DPhyficat mille in Chi 
ciſe without reſpit, for they fed but ewice aday; once 


Ev 


It is 
_— - Oyiters are Garried intoa greatmany little 


$ ps they throw in riſes ſomegs 
of a Man, and look like # company of little" Hurts, 
that vne wauld ake ar adiftancefor an Army rang ; 


| re the Oylſters'in "this manner till ſuc] 
time as he th in,” Wind, or Sunfgrces them to © 

ils them, the mear cor- 
rupts and prong Net and they pull out che Pearls ve- 


when Night tke ro Shoar, 


fy TE Fl thar they all falfinro the Pit: *According 


he'Mother of Pearls fo they caltthe 
heourſitc like rboſe gf your common Oy- 

it wa tnorefike $: and more plitte- 
largeſt are near as bigias y your Hand ; the 
'c rydelicate, and ifche Pea rls there fout be 
2 * the Opinion of fome Phyſicians, certain 

nes that" are bred by the it Conftiririnof the 
r{tcry Body, as it lappens in Men, and inthe Be- 


£vay. "This py docs notle uy ibly alcer the hu- 
\ nbt vr ere Teralitn thoſe hf have 


ind % pf VE None. 
ey hz pears n the Ditch of its moſt 
, they fift the fame aver and overagain, to 
che Pearls from it. Nevertheleſs,” what care 
y take; abunflance of” themare loft,” and 
often hither, - er they till find 
cr, ſome years of: 
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any > this rich FR ig. Tſhall add ſome other 
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in the Morning, before'they put w a, and in the 


n thisShoarwhere they pars fall the Barks, 


in the Sand, abdyr five or fix Foot Juare. 
fo the Height 


| Oye in the Vaſt chat - co- 
* OE that terminate there 
bed [general 1n 4Fthe Carnohs 
won at ies not probable that 
har theEggs arc in the Hen, 
"A har Nature hath 


not rat: chem any 
formed in. AnatomileWh 
this m frer, can" F 


A * fath ary" A- 
, pe N.. of other 


PIG. 17 fies 

falh $ Vat tha! 
the| Mock ory 
FI, + $154 


'ro Made the Oytter ties 
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E Pearls is rt nee of- 
tentimes all the Meat of the@ylteniz1 4 
rhem, bur itis a rarexhin; ” ore thar : 
then of any} (Ole b 
me are naturally" 


4 9 bt 
3 KH od P . 
=_ * "R- < 


at repatrrpthathchn hw.of, them given 
| the Hhdies chat Were port. Black, refem- 

o Feligenicd io the Country, If 
this Aurhor doth not inrend to irmipoſce upon us in this 
'Po6iar, as he doth in many others, perhaps he was de- 
cetyed 
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ceived himſelf : however it'is moſt certain, that all a- 


long the Coaſt of Ls Peſcherie, they make no account 
of : them, and the Fiſhermen themfelves throw them 
away as good for nothing. 

_*This variety of Colours 1s without doubt cauſed in 


the Pearls, by the different parts of the Oyſter where 


they are formed; ſo that when Chance. or Nature 
hath direQed the Seed into the Miſentery and Liver, 
or rather into the parts that areinſtead of them. (For 
there hath been obſerved in an Oylter a Cavity large 
enough, where are diſcovered two Overtures, that 
terminate at two ſmall Membranes, where the Chyle 
15 chiefly purified, and diſcharges it ſelf of all its groſs 
Particles ; the Inteſtines of this Animal not being ac- 
:ompanied with Lacteal and Meſariac Veins.) When, 
ſay, the part is incloſed in theſe Cavities, and Bile 
and impurities of the Blood may very well alter the 
natural whiteneſs, and make them either yellow or 
black, fo likewiſe one may obſerve that theſe Pearls 
are not tranſparent, but ſullied, and loaden with a 
groſs ſubſtance. t 
\ As to what relates to their exteriour Form, it is 
ſufficiently known, ſeeing they are as common in 
Europe as in the Indies, Their different Figure gives 
them different names ; ſo we ſay, a Pearl in Poizr, or 
in Pear; Oval Pearl, Round Pearl, Barroque Pearl, 
that 15, flat on onefide and round on the other 3 one 
may add Irreguler Pearl, for ſome of them are found 
with a many little Angles, gibbous, flat, and gener- 
ally 1n all ſorts of Figures. | 
Upon the whole, if it be a difficult thing to give 
an account how Pearls grow in Oyſters, it 1s no leſs 
difficult to underſtand the manner how Oyſters are 
generated in the Sea. Some ſay it fqres with this fort 
of Fiſh as with all others, chat produce Eggs, the 
exteriour ſubſtance whereof, ſoft at farit, and viſcous, 


grows hard at laſt by degrees, and turns to a Shell. 
L}] W hat 
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What the Paravas. have obſerved, and which I will 
inform you deſervesto be carefully minded. 
\ .. Atthe times. when Rain falls, the'Brooks of the 
adjacent Lands, that empty themſelves all aleng the 
Weſt, flow near twoLeagues upon the ſurface of the 
Sea without mixing with it: "This Water does thus 
 TIwim/above ſome; time, keeping its natural colour, 
bur it clots afterwards by the heat of the Sun, which 
reduceth:1t into a. kind of light tranſparent Cream. 
Soon after it- is divided into an infinite number of 
parts, every one of;which ſeems animated, and moves 
up and down like.ſo many little Inſe&s. The Fiſh 
ſometimes catch ſome of them as they float, but as 
ſoon as.they taſte of them they quickly leave them, 
Of what Nature {oever theſe Minute Animals may 
be; certain it is, ;that-they Engender upon the ſur- 
face:of the Water ; itheir: Skin grows thick, hard, and 
becomes-laſt of -all{aponderous, that they deſcend by 
theic:own proper-weight to the bottom of the Sea. 
The Parawes do moreover aſſure us, that they aſſume 
at laſt the form of an Oyſter. | 
This 1s a Syſtem whereof the Vertuoſo's did proba? 
bly: never dream, :which Experience hath diſcovered 
to the Barbarians; and -1n effec, 16 1s in theſe places 
only that Pearl 18 found, and the rainieſt Years proveth 
likewiſerthe b=ſt for Fiſhing. o. =O 
+I ſhalladd moreover, to undecerive thoſe who are 
wedded to: that Opimion of che Ancients, that Oy- 
ters remaig always at the bottom 'of the Sea. For- 
merly it was believed they roſe every:morning up-to 
the ſurface of the Water; and that they open'd their 
Nacre or Shell to'receive in the New! of Heaven, 
which like a melted Pearl inſinuated ft ſelf into the 
Meat cf the Oyſter ;- was fix'd by means of us Salts, 
and there at Jaſt aſſumed the colour, figure, and hard- 
neſs of Pearls ;* not much unhke ſome' certain Li- 
qaors that are tran{muted into Cryſtals -in-the Earth, 
C | Or 
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Gr as ſome Flowers are transformed into Honey and 
Wax inthe Bee-Hives. All this is Ingenious and pret- 
ty : but the worſt of it is, *tis all falſe; for theſe . 
Oyſters are ſtrongly faſtened to the rock, and-never 
didany Fiſher ſee one to float upon the Superficies of 
the Water. : _— 
. Notwithſtanding, Pearls are found in -feveral Plas 
'ces, yet thoſe of La- Peſcherie are the moſt valued; 'for 
they never loſe their Luſtre; others turn Yellow, or 
of a Pale decayed White. | -As to the true Value, it 1s 
very hard' to determin any: thing for certainz the 
biggeſt of all that was found 1n the laſt Fiſhing, was 
fold but gt Six Hundred Crowns. BEE. 
. T have ſometimes askedthe Divers, if they did not 
how- and then fitid Coral at-the bottom of the Sea: $ 
they anſwered, that they being for the maſt part bu- 
fied in what concerns ſeeking for Pear], took no 
great notice' of any thing beſides, that- nevertheleſs, 
they found from time to cime, Branches of -Black 
Coral ; there is ſome of ic, added they, which al- 
tho' ir be pretty hard at the bottom of the Water, yet 
becomes much more {o, when 1t- hath been- ſome 
time expoſed to the Air. But the greateſt part of it 
hath acquired, even in the Sea, all its natural Hard- 
neſs. It Ricks faſt to the Rocks, and-when we caſt 
Anchor in Foggy-weather, it often happens thar 
our Anchor catches hold on fome-Branches:of Black 
Coral, and brings along: with it whole Trees ; - but It 
. is very rareto find any Red Coralall along the Coalt 
| of La Peſcherie, FR ol 4 
- I ſhall here make a Reiletion that not many 
have made; viz. that the Coral-Tree hath no Roo. 
Some of it was ſhown in Rome, in Father Kercher-s 
Muſzum that ſprung our of ſeveral Stones ; ſome. of 
them have been after that pulFd away, and the Coral 
had not only no Root, but was nor fo-.much as tied 
by any Fibre, or any the leaſt Filament whatſoever. 

IS: There 
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There alſo was ſeen. ſeveral Branehes of Coral iſluing 
from a Nacre of Pearl; and in Cardinal Barbaris's 
Cloſet, there is ſtill to be ſeen a Shrub of Coral, whoſe 
Foot is Black, the 'Trunk White, and the very Top 
of all Red. Es | 

Thus doth Nature, Sir, diſport her ſelf in the great, 
Abyfs, as well as in the other parts of the Univerſe, 
by the Prodiiction of prodigious Numbers of Things 
equally Profitable, and Precious, which ſhe beſtows 
not to excite and irritate Mens Concupiſcence, or 
to foment their ſottiſh Pride z but to ſerve them for 
Ornaments, as Reaſon, and the Decency of every 
State requires, or permits. ; : 

Nay, perhaps, Sir, theſe Beauties of the Univerſe 
were created, not ſo much to adorn the Body, as to 
exerciſe the Mind : Reliquit Mundam diſputationi, eorum. 
For of all natural Pleaſures, the moſt innocent, and 
ſubſtantial, without all doubt 15 the ſtudy of Nature, 
and the Conſideration of the Marvels it contains in 
its Womb. When one hath once run over the Ground 
work of Divine Wiſdom, and penetrated into the 
- Myſteries of it; this general View of ſo many Beau- 
ties, hath more powerful Charms, and begets in our 
Spirit, a more taking and affefting Image and Re- 
preſentation, than all that the Senſes and Paflions are 
_ ever able to preſent to us. - 

Yow know it, Sir, better than any Body; you TI 
ſay, who by your particular Study, and your conti- 
nual Correſpondence with the Learned, have ac- 
quired in ſo ſhort Time, fo many Notions in all the ' 
different kinds of Erudition ; and certainly, that con- 
ſtant Application that you every Day afford, in re- 
ference to the perfetion of Arts and Sciences, ſufi- 
ciently declares that nothing can more profitably and 
pleaſantly rake up t he Time of a Gentleman and 
honeſt Man. 


But 
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" But what is ſtill more ſingular, you ſandtifie allthis 
Knowledge, by the gaod Improvement you make of 
it. You bring it, I may ſo ſay, to the Sanctuary 
you make uſe of it in the Pulpit of Truth, to make 
our Myſteries more intelligible, and not ſatisfied with 
the ordinary Philoſophy and Eloquence, you da 
thereby become a Chriſtian Philoſopher, and an E- 
- yangelical Orator. I am with all reſpec, 


 & # 
Your moſt bumlle 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


L. }, 
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| A. 
UTHOR ſets Sail, 3, Is ſhipwracked, 4 Ar- 
rives at Nimpo, 12. Carried before the Magi- 
ftrate but kindly received, ibid. &c. Was pre- 
ſent at a Miracle, 414. 

Alphabet conſiſts of 24000 Letters, 183. 

Audience of Ambaſſadors very magnificent, 173. 

Arithmetick, what uſed, 213. 

Aſtrology, 314- 

Aſtronomy, 1bad. 

Anatomy, bow praftiſed, 213. 

Armies kept up in time of Peace, why, 253, 

Adam Schaal Miſponary, 355. Furiouſly perſecuted, 36s. 
Condemned to be cut in pieces, 362. Prodipies happen 
which cauſe his Liberty,tbid. Dies, ibid, Mightily by- 

_nored after his Death, 364. | | 

Apes with ſtrange properties, 5oI. 


B. 
BE what Features ſtiled ſo, 124. 
Blood-letting never uſed, 215. ” 

Bonnets worn inſtead of Hats, 13%. To pull them off to 

any one an affront, 161d. 
Boots al ways worn, deſcribed, 13 4. 
Books, how bound, 138. What moſt in vogue, 189. hat 

tranſlated into Chineſe by the Miſſionaries, 384. 
Bells, their faſhion, 79. Of a prodigious bieneſ[s, $0, 
Bribery ſeverely puniſled, in a famous Inſtance, 2.45. 
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Biſhop of Heliopolis ſent to China, 370. | 

Bonzes, 4 comical Paſſage between two of them and a 
Farmer, 327. A notable Cheat -put upom a Prince of 
the Blood by them; 328. A ſtrange Inſtance of Meorti- 
fication in one of them, 329. 4A remarkable Cheat of 
theirs diſcovered and puniſhed, $30. 


GG. 
Hina, zts great Amiquity, 117. General Deſcription 
of it, 15, Its Extent, 15,20. Submits to the Tar- 
tars Yoke, and why, 19. Governed by Kings 4000 
Years apo, 119. = 
Chineſe, walne themſelyes but ſcorn cthers, 120. Their 
Charatter, ibid. In what they reſemble us, and where- 
in they differ from ns, 1234, Mourn in white, 144. One 
of them made a Biſhop 473, Whence their Ignorance 
proceeds, 183. Very skilful in Traffick, 23%. Extra- 
ordinary dextrow in Handicrafts , bid. Excellent 
Thieves and Houſe- breakers, 2:9. How converted to 
Chriſtianity, 394+ By what chiefly bindred, 1bid. Davy 
Relations of their Converſion, 295, KC. 
Confucius, when be lived, 118. In hi Writings confirms 
the Scripture Account of the Ante-Diluvians, 120. His 
 Charalter, 194. Early Wiſdom, wid. Extreme Po- 
werty,ig8. Death, 201. Deſcription of bs Perſon, 1d, 
Several of his Maxims, 202, &C: 
China Ware, bow made, 155. 
Charatters, what uſed, 181, Have none to expreſs ſeveral 
of our Letters, ibid. | 
Coilick ſtrangely cured, 218, 
Compaſs of Mariners wherem different from ours, 229: 
Cormorants bred up to catch Fiſh, and how, 237. 
Clocks nat uſed ; bow that Defe& is ſupplied, $1. 
Canals much beyond ours, 102, 
Councils of State of two ſorts deſcribed, 257. 
Cvility ſtrifily obſerved, 270. 
Concubines allowed, 295. 
Coli, en Inſpector ; hin employed by the Emperor, 25%. 
| Courts 
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Courts of Tudicature their Deſcription and Names, 2 57, 

Colaos, what, 257. A Luarrel between one and a Prince 
of the Blood, how ended, 2:89. | 

' Coin, 298, 

Chan Rage, HF PER 

Chriſtianity how propoſed tothe Heathen, 358, 384, Eta. 
bliſhed by publick Edit, 433. OY od 

Churches of the Chriſtians deſcribed, 42.8, 

Comets, obſervations on them, 487, 

Crocodiles deſcribed, 502. 

Camelions, their Deſcription, ibid. 

Chien-Marron, @ Beaſt deſcribed, 503. 

Coral, obſervations about it, 516. 

Cheat put on the People at Paris by one who pretended to 
be a Chineſe Lady, 126. How diſcovered, 131, 

Courage, a remarkabls Inſtance of it, 268. 


D. 
D= of Scholars, 279. | 
Dragon, ſtrange Conceit about it, 94+ Chineſe a: 

fraid of diſturbing one Sail thro' a certain Bay ſilent, 
I, | 

Duels xot allowed, 240. 

Dials, 297. : | 

Divers who ſtay under Water balf an bour, 510. , 

Demons which afflitted a Family , driven away, 417. 
Frequent in China, 418. Another diſpoſſeſſed, ibid. 

Doors always wear long Nails, 135, Remarkable Con- 
verſion of one of them, 421. 

Dutch, their Charatter in the Indies, 211. 


= | 
Þ een bis Magnificence, 1974. Hu Pomp when he 

goes to Sacrifice, 170, Hu Charadter, 40. Hu Pa- 
lace, 37, Throne, 38. - Hu abſoluteneſs (hewn in an odd 
Story, 247. Hu great Juſtice ſhewn, 261. To what 
Sect of Religion moſt inclinable, 336, Sometimes wor- 
ſhips im the Chriſtian Churches, 359, The great — 
(4 | | ry 
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lity' and Mortification of one of them, 215. One of 
them betrayed, 18. Stabs his Daughter and hangs 

Empreſs, and her Son the Prince baptiſed, 356. 

Eclipſes, the extravagant Notion the Chineſe have of 
chem, 70. An Account of two of the Sun, 497. The 
obſervations of the Mathematicians upon them, 499; 
Strange Conceit about them, 480. One of an unuſual 
Nature, 483. Thoſe of the Moon always ill calculg- 
ted, and why, 483. TP 

Edit by Authority for the publick Exerciſe of Chriſt ianity, 
466. | | 

Emoui, a famoxs Haves deſcribed, 85. 

Enpliſh, the Charatter the Chineſe have of them, 211, 


F. 
Eet, ſmalneſs of them a great' Beauty, 126. 
Fountains, vone but what belong to the Emperor, 159. 
-Deſcribed, 110. Ebb and Flow like the Sea, ibid. 
Feaſt of the Lanthorns, 161. 
Feftivals, 161. Full of Ceremonies, 255, 
Fire Works wery conſiderable deſcribed, 163. 
French, the Opinion of the Chineſe concerning thers, 
2rT. | _ 
Fiſhing, ways not uſed by ws, 237. 
Fortifications, 73. 7” | 
Fr us, 95* | 
Fiſh, 111. Sometimes petrified, 112. Golden and Silver 
Fiſh the moſt beautiful in the World, 113, Others of 
ſtrange Natures, 507. | 
Fohi, an Emperor, 319. 
Fo, @ ſort of an Impoſtor, his ſtrange Adions, 3120. Now 
worſhipped in China, 322. Repreſented by a live Prieſt, 


\ 


332. | 
Faber, « French Miſſionary, bis Charadter, 357. Wark, 
' Miracles, vid. | Fea 
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G. * 
Ardens, none in China, 157+ N | 
AI Geometry of the Chineſe, 213, 3 
Gin-Sem. an Herb highly walued, an Account of it, 225, 
Geographers, two. —_ miſtakes of theirs reFified, 15. 
Gaming forbid but privately prattiſed even to great ex- 

ceſs, 292. 

he So64 French Mathematician, bis Charger, 380. 
Graſhopers ſtrangely generated, 506, | 


_— 
Abit of Men, 132. Of Women, 124. Of the Mi[- ] 
fronaries, 45. The Chineſe never alter the Fa- ; 
ſhion of it, engage in a War withthe Tartars rather than | 
do it, 136. 
Houſes deſeribed,147. Meanly furniſhed, and why, ibid; 
Hieroglyphics formerly uſed, 182. 
Harmcheu, 4 City deſcribed, 82. 
Havens of China, 84- | 
Hills how cultivated, 91. 
Harveſt twice a Tear, 95. 
Honours often conferred on the dead, 251. 
Hiſtories wery impartial;. a wery remarkable way they 
take to make them ſo, 254. ; 
Hoamti, an Emperor, 10, 
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Netorcetta, an eminent Miſſionary perſecuted, 449. ; 
| Jukiao, a Se& of Religious in China, 333. E 

Idolatry, its firſt riſe in China, 317.” Idols ſometimes un- (3 
canonized and abuſed, 322. A very notable Story ro thes | k 
purpoſe,323. Idolatry and Superſtition of the Sea-men, 7s 'Y 

Ink, 187, 2 | | | 


IK Alendar, 296, 
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L 
| exceeding difficult, 1775. Mepgalhon's m;j- 
ſtake about the eaſineſs of it, ibid. Confifts only of 
. 333 words, 1bid, ; 
, Loadſtones of great Power, 229. The quick way of cut- 
ring them, 1bid. 
Li, a famous Rebel, 17. 
' Letters from one to another deſcribed, 277. 
Lawyers maintained by the Publick, and therefore take no 
_ ang . _ 
Li-Laokun, head of a Set? of Idolaters, 217. His ſtrange 
Birth and £7 ha, f Ps. 
Lamas, Prieſts, 332. 


M. | 
Mi fent for to Court, and the joy the Chriſt 
| ans expreſſed when they ſaw them, 26. How re- 
. .ceived by the Emperoy, 32. Obtain leave to ſettle any 
where, 347. Ceremonies at their Audience, 39. 

Magiſtrates highly honoured, 269. | | 
Mourning the Ceremonies of it, 266. | | 
Moral Principles what chiefly taught Children, 264- 
Men, ſome thought immortal, 94. | 
Macao deſcribed, $5. 
Marriages and their Ceremonies, 293. 
Mangoure a Beajt deſcribed, 503. 
Mathematicians ſent into China from France, by wheſe 
Advice. Mathematical Inftrumests uſed in China,65. 

Mandarins highly honoured when they travel by Water, 28. 

permitted to remonſtrate to the Emperor bis Faults, 2.53. 

Milky way in the Sky what, 493. 
Mercury the Planet; curious obſervations about him, 490. 
Moſlcovites make s League with China, 380. 
Monument of Ebriſtiawity dug out of the Ground by a great 
 IProvidence, 34% 
Meaſures, 201. 
Medicin of China, 215, 
Aufick of China, 2: 3, 
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N. 
I ae deſcribed, 76. | 
Nimpo, @ confiderable Port deſcribed, ” 


Nobility not hereditary, 2:82, 
' Nodtiluca's, 505- 
Navigation of the Chineſe deſcribed, 230» 


O. 
$S the Anatomy of them, 513. 
Oufanguey, a Commander, his great Loyalty, 18, 

roclaimed Rebel, 357. Routed, 369. 
Olopouen M:ſiomary inte China in the Year 636. P.345. 
Onions of a [renee property, 100. 
Oranges of China,. 97. 
Obſervatory at Pekin, 67.  _. 
Outom-Chu, 4 ſfrange Tree, 158. 
Perukes mighty ridiculous to be Chineſe, 136. 


Priming, ts Antiquity in China, 185. Their a i _-- 


ing it, tbid. © 
Paper, what ſort uſed, 186. 
Pens never ſed, but inſtead of them Peneils, 184. 
Philoſophy, an account of it, 213. 
Pulſe, a frarge accnracy in ; feeling it among the Chineſe, 
215: 
Pao-China, an Herb, its deſcription and virtues, 227. 
Provinces of China, their number and names, 15. 


Pekin deſcribed, 54. Its waſt extent, ibid. Number of 


Inhabitants, 57. Prodigious Gates and thick Walls,7t. 
Taken by the Rebels, 18. 

Ports of China, $4. 

Pepper Tree, 1Q0. 

Policy, 241. 

Parents highly honoured, 16G: An inſtance of this in the 
behaviour of the preſent Emperors, 1bid, Breach of his 
Duty ſeverely puniſhed, 267. | 

Puniſhments, what inflifted, 235. 

Poſt, 393 

Portugueſe 
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Portugueſe endeavour to overtbrow the Feſuits miſo in in 
China, 353. How prevented, ibid. 

Perſecution, againſt the Chriſtians, 354. Another more 

_ wiolent, 1b 

Perſecutors, ſeoeral a rhens overtaken by the Divine Ven- 
geance, 363. 

Petition of the Miſſionaries to the Emperor FF eſtabliſh Chri- 
ſtianity, 4.54- 

Petavius, a miſtake in his Chronology reified, 481. 

Planets, obſervations on them, 488. 

Piſmires white very troubleſome, 505. 

Pearls their Generation, 512, The manner of F; ihing 
for them, 508. 


R. 
© "OI agſcribed, 499. 
KY Rewo/ution in China, 355. 
ou a Miſſionary, his CharaBr and Attiins, %5t. 
elig tom of China, 30g. 
Reads, 30r. , 
— how much, 249. at yet how eaſily pathered 


in, 305. 
Rebellion in Chans, 17; --- 
Rewards what beſtowed, 284. 
Rzvers, 106, 
Hips of China bloat, 230, 
Sigan a City deſcribed, $1. 
Silks of China, 138. Where the beſt is made, $ 
Soil its Temper, gt. 
Scales what ſort uſed, Zoo. , 
Soldiers bow diſciplined, 206. 
Superſtition toward the Dead, a remarkable Story of it, 
337» : | 
Sanciam, 4n ard where Xavier was buried, deferi 
bed, 345. 


Sol an , 


NN. Bn” 


Sofa; @ Prince of the Blood, a mighty Friend to the Chri- 
ſtian, 441. Publickly in Coart pleads their Cauſe, 463. 

Satellites of the Planets, obſervations concerning them,49 4. 

Savage-men, Beaſts ſo called in the ſhape of Men, de- 
" ſcribed, 500. ; 

Serpents of ſtrange properties, 504» 

Schaal, vid- Adam. 


- 
PI Rees, 158. 
Tea, an account of its wirtues : the way to chuſe 
- - the beſt, 220. | 
S:. Thomas preached in the Indies, and probably in 
China, 341. 
Tran{migration of ſouls held, 325. A pleaſant relation 
of a Man ſtrangely infatuated with«his Opinion, 326, 
Tchouen-hio, Emperor, 314. | 
Tio, Exsperor, 311. 
Tchim-Vam, Emperor, 312: His gallant and uncon- 
cerned behaviour at the approach of death, 3123. 
Towns of China deſcribed, 290, 
Tartars cruelty, 294. A pleaſant relation of an odd. ac: 
cident proceeding from thence, ibid. 
Tlounto, .a particular ſort of Vice-Roys, 259. 
Tallow Tree, 99. 
Triumphal Arches deſcribed, 86. | 
Temples of Idols, their deſcription, 62, Of pratitude de: 
[cribed, 77. | | 
Torrents, the moſt rapid, ſailed over by the Chineſe, and 
bow, 230. FEE | 
Typhon, « rempeſtuous ſtormy wind, an account of it,10. 


= - 
Erbieſt, Miſſionary, made the Emperors Mathe- 
matician, 364, His. great ſervice in quelling a Re- 
bellion, 36*. Highly hinoured* by the Emperor, 369. 


rafter 44, His Letter to the Emperor on his deaub bed, 
| | FEY 


His remarkable zeal for Martyrdom, 47. His Cha- 


; - FOO bs : 
» bv 1” ET . * "I #4 & "Bas, - © 5 i »h- IX 
: Pere. _ WR £4. 4 SZLRM » Tak & \ STS or. Ti © 
WI”, md 5-1 - OS 5 BS x * 5% £ : . \ 7 264 
< Wet Kc oY Cate; OT io 4 s 
Py < » 285% 
» 


» FE. * - z TONS os * : 
d. q Wa uo. + FP _—_ n Sega w 
; « x Pp Tok 2x4 
g - 
- ; - , A 
” . q P 
4 , * * - 


42. His death, 43. The Emperors Encomium af bins. 
43. His Funeral Proceſſion, 49. rectives new Titles 
of honour after bis death, 52. AOL. a; 25 nk 
Vifits paid with many Ceremonies, 29%" BY 
Vou-Vam Emperor, 312. A famons inſtance of Aﬀein 
ſhewn him by bz Brother, ibid. © © Fe” 
Vicars Apoſtolical ſent from Rome,. $74. © 
Verniſh where it grows, and, how uſed, 1 49. 


W. 75 
| M7 ee the Emperor, 60 —_ — + 
Women in China mighty religious, 488. Never 
exerciſe any Trade, 287%.  ' © © | 
Wall of China. - . 
Weights uſed, 300, 


b Gon undertakes bis Miſſion, 347.” Miraculouſly 
k. preſeryed- from” corruption when dead, 34%. Hs 
Tomb. how diſcovered, ibid. wah 


\ hy FM; | 
AO, an Emperor, 311; 
Yam-QuamrSien , @ violent Perfecmtor, ' bow he 
. eſcaped the hands of Fuſtice, 236. 84S 
Youth how Edacated, 279. 


Eal, a remarkable inſtaxce of it in a Chineſe, 405. 
Another very famous one in a Phyſician, 44+ 
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Capital Cities 8.Citizs 735 Families 
4180 %9.Colledge and 2 Churches 


- [built by the Cracious Appointment 
of the King. 4 other Churches and 
| [as many Miſowns. 


X AN $I, contains 5 Capital Cities 
92 others. 589 6x9 Famules s Church? 


3 Refedenaes for Mijoionaries 29 


Oratorus and Fjewons . 


* [XENSI. Contams 8 Caputals.107 


Cites 831031 Famaibles . 6 Churches 


: fa Rofilnacs2nombrics & Myron 


XANTUM. Contains & Copital 
9z Cities 350555 Famulizs 2 Churches 
7 Refudenate & 21 Oratories & Hi/Stons 
HONAN Contazns & Capitals oo 
Cities, 580290 Familes 3 Church 
and R  efidencie, 

SUCHUEN Contamns 8 Caprals 
J24 Cittes. 46 4729 Famles, 3 
Churches & Formerly 2 Refidences 
HUQUAM Contains 15 Capitals 
208 Cities g31686 Famultes. 4, 
Churches 7 Rejidenae, and by 
Abs ons . 


NANKIM Contams 74 Capitals70 
Cites. 7960816 Families alblladze 
5 Reſidences, 18 Churches mn the 
Cres, 103 UL the Villages and65 
Miſeions 


63 Cities 7242735 Famaikes. IJ 


Glledge for breedmgup Jouth 
5 Churches and Formerly 2 


more J Refudencie . 


Cities 3363039 Famles,7 
3 Reſidences endos Hijoions 


CHEKIAM Contains 77 Capitals 


KIAMSI Contains 73 Capitals 67 


FOKIEN Contains & Capitals.48 
Cities 509200 Famalies 24 Churdhe 
5R  ofedencres and_Miſrions I 

QUAMTUM Contazrns 0 Capitals 
73 Citics, 483360 Family, Churcht 
7. formerly 3 Rofudences & Hiſoions. 
QUAMSI contains 1 Capitals,gg 
Cites. 186719 Familes, Formerly 
one Church and a Refedencae . 


15.5. Capitals. 1312 Cities, besrdes 
2357 Fortifred Towns 20128789: 
Famaibes, 58916783 Men 200 
Churches founded at firsthy the 
Jezuits, 24, Residencies Koto = 
blichedunder i/ brod Seals 3 
Colledges began and many ora: 
tories and Mijowns Setled, - 


XUNNAN cor72:7s 22 Capitalss 
Cites, 732.958 FHomiles 
QUEYCHEU Contains 8 Capitals 
Jo Cities 45303 Hamabes . 
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TheThrone of the &1 of China, Sutuated, in the Middle of the Greatest Curt of has Fallace 


and rawed vp0 of White Marble . 
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| A Li# of all the Words that form the Chineſe 1ongne. 
aa cal j cam can CaO co cou coue cha chay | cham | chan chao che 
| | | z | | | | 
| chin chew hi cho chim ; chin | cho | choa | chou_ chouaon | choue - choui | \ choun | choum | 
Al ta tam fan Ss + 1 » } we {| i fou | fouen | _ foum — guei | hai -| ham. 
4 | han | Tizo he " hem | hen 1 heou | hi | hia | hiat \ hiam | — hiao | \ hie | hien | hieou 
4 | him hin h1o hin | hine |} hicuen | | hioum _ himn | ho | .....66 | hoa! - hoam | hoan | hoe = 
hoei | hoen {hou - houm ; houon | y 90 i - you |. yam i ſao | 1e ien- 7 | ieou | im 
ia | o im + me + Tfuen | ium | inn © ke |. kem | ken | ke | "7 1 ho Fe 
kie kien | kicou = | ma 1 wo | kn: kine | kie ven j kioum | Kkiun ja lai | lam 
| lan o | I i Jeam | Teao | lem | Teen 1 Ih | lt - | he | len |\Tieou im |} 
þ | -lio. lu | lo -. lou | low | loum | Jouan | louon |-_Jun | ma | mai | mam | man |__mao 
| may | me | mem men | meou ; | mi | miao ; mie ; mien | mim | min | mo | mou | mouen 
moui | moum ; mouon _— KB. nai | nam | nan } nao | nem | ngai | ngan | ngao | ngue | nguen | 
ngcou ngo we © niam  niau | | | Niao n1 | mien | neou | nio | nim [ 10008 I nou |} 
nou | nour2 | nouon | nun | 0,0u | P24 qf pai | pam | pan | pao | pe | peou pi | piao 
pie | pien | pim pin | po | pol | pou | pouen | poum | pouon | qua | qguoue | quouai {quouam 
quoue! | qQUOuen | - qouo | qouon | @ | ſai 1 | i 1. ſao ( * | fem | ſen ſeou f1 | 
i= | frao £1 ME fien | fieou |_fm | fin | fio | fiou | five | fruen | fiun ſo ſou 
fout il _ un | om - | ſouon tt | tf | tam | tn | to | te 3 ma feou 
| = - cio 41 tie men | th tieon | tim | to | tou | ftoui | toum | tun | towon 1 
tam | tfam | tlan | _tfao tie | tſem 1 tleou | - | tham | thao | the | then | tfieou | thm | tim 
 tiio | tho | tim -* thue ftjuen tfioum | tfiou | | tfou tl = A tfoum tfun | tſouon tcha 
tchai br tcham thcan  tchao | tche tchen | nm, tchim _ tchin ©  tcho | tchoua |tchouam tchu 
| tchow | tchouen tchoue tchoum | tchun Ww i 1 vi | wm | vu , wn | ww VO 
| von | vou voum 328. © | — Bi ::; W 
| | "tf | oum - | | | | | | 


Place this between 176 and 177. 


